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Encroachments upon pasture lands (on 2nd December) ... 

Establishment of a sub-division at Gopalgunge (on 8th July) 

Expenditure by District Boards for drinking-water (on 2nd December) 
Expenditure on plague and malaria (on 11th February) 

Expenaea of witnesses in Criminal Courts (llth February) 

Bxtenaion of torvice in the Bengal Pnblio Works Secretariat (on 26th Mari|i) 
Fever in the Nadia district (on 18th March) ... ^ 


Pa^i, 

167 

ib 

177. 
ib. "" 

193 

ib’ 

ib.^' 

ib* 

a. 

206 

ib. 


33, 36 


14 

178 

2 

170 

171 
196 

196 
168 

42 

105 

62 

63 

105 

194 

197 
10 
IHO 
206 

188, 196 

28 

208 

170 

208 

19 

21 

48 



INDEX. 


Paqi. 


QITMTIOKS AIOD IK CoTTircrL— 

Gorighat road within the Bhadrenrar Municipality (on 18th March) 
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Process fees realized under the Public Demands Recovery Act (on 19th 
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Rules regarding the Red Road (on 7th January) ... 

Salaries cf Ministerial Officers (on 1 1th February) ... 
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Sifb-Deputy Collectors (on 3Ist March) 
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liBCiB, Hok'iuk Binu Nalin Behabi— 

asked questions regarding the tkird Stiiwadiary Presidency Magistrate in 
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Bengal Smoke Nuisancos Bill 
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SiACKE, Hon'ble Mb. F. A.— 

Chota Nagpur Tenincy (Amendment) Bill 
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Smoke Nti'^ances Bill. See Bengal Smoke Nuisance Bill. 
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Stbikb in the Government Shell Factobt at Cossipoee. See Questions. 
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Abtlraei of the Proeoedinge of the Council "f the Limtmant-Qovernor ^ Btngal, 
ummibhd under the fromioiu of the Indiem Couneih Acte, 1961 and 199£. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 7th January, 
1905, at 11 A.u* 

llrteent: 

The Hon’ble SiH Andbew Fraser, k.c.s.i., Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
pretidit^. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. Harr, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. G. Gupta. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R L. Gupta. 

The Hon’ble Mb. P. O’Kinealt, Adrooate-General of Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mb. EL W. Collin. 

The Hon’ble Mg. R. W. Carlyle, c.i,e. 

The Htgi’ble Mb. D. B. Horn, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. P. Shibbes. 

The Hon’ble Mb. A. Earle. 

The Hon’ble Mb. R. T. Greer, c.8.l 

The Hon’ble Maharaja Sib Ravnbswab Pboshad Sihqh, Bahadur, r.c4.e., 
of Gidhonr. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh, u.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Babu Saliorau SnoB. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. F. Larhodr. 

• • 

The Hon’ble Babu Ajibika Charar Hazumdar. 

The Hopple Basu Hauh Bnab Sircar, cxR. 
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[Ttu January, 


Questions and Answers. 

\_Babu Nalin Behari Sircar ; Mr. Shirres."] 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Al’POIxN'TMENT OF DISTllTCT K.NcaNFERS 

Tlio Hon’ble Bahu Nalin Behari Sircar, in the absence of the Hon’blc 
Bajjh Bfitipendra Nath Basu, asked: — 

Will the Government be pleased to inform how the rules made under 
elausoB (9) ( ;>) and (m), 8e<‘tion 138, of the Local Self-Government Act, issued 
under Notification No. 3334L.S.-G., dated 10th December, 1901, have worked 
with reference to tlie following matters : — 

I. IIow many vacancies in the ranks of District En^neors occurredi 
esp(‘cially in class 1, grade 1 districts, since the enforcement of the new rules, 
and in how many of such vacancies (existing District Engineers approved by 
Govcniment as fit for those districts have been appointed ? 

II. Is it a fact that vacanch^s nccurnal at Saran and Champaran, but none 
of tlie persons included in the Chief Engineer’s list [vide ruU; 12) have been 
appointed, though soraii of them applied for the posts ? If so, will the Govern- 
ment 1)0 pleased to state the reasons winch led to tin* disregarding of tlie 
rules? 

III. Is it not diflicult, under the present rules, to get properly (puilified 
Enginei'i’s for temporary vacancies when an ofllt^er takes long leave, to wit 
Backergunge, a district of class I? Will the Government please stati* what is 
being done to ronu’dy this state of things ? 

IV. Under rule 5, District Engimers are reipiired to retir(‘ on att iining 
th(‘ age of on years, and can only b(‘ riitained with the sanction of the Govern- 
ment. Is it a fact that two Eurojican District Engiru'eis have been allowial to 
remain in service, though one is about bo years old and the otlic i' close' on 00 — 
a concession which is not allowed by Government to olliccTs in otluu’ branclu'S 
of public service? Will tbe Government be i>l(‘ascd to state the grounds on 
which the services of tlieso olVicers have been retaiiuMl, when tlau'e are otlicers 
in the Govmaiment list fully (lualihed to hold these ajipiiiiitmenls but an* on 
r(‘(:eipt of lesser pay owing to there being no vacancies ? 

V. Of the 42 districts wlioro the Local Self-Govi rnment Act in force, 
11 have been classed as grade I regjualing J)istri(A Engint‘er’s pay (Es (UiO 
rising to Rs. 800). Of these 1 1 posts, 10 ari' held by iAir,*p(\ins, ahhmigh 
numerically the strength of tlu‘ Native Engineers to Europeans in tla^ service 
is as 3 to 2. Will the Government be ])leased to rtanedy this sta^te of tilings, 
and make a fairer distribution of these posts, specially as there arc districts 
in this grade wluue there is no specialized Kuro})(‘iin interest? 

VI. Is it true iliat in tlie (>})inion of siweral liigli (Jovernment officials, 
tlie recent rules have not worked well; and if so, will the (iovermrnuit be 
))leased to take steps to re-cast the rules so that there may , be a fair prospect 
of transfers and jiromotions in the service tlirough which large sums of public 
money, both Local and Provincial, are annually spent ? 

VI I. Will the Government bo pleased, in ro-casting the rules "or otherwise, 
to give efl’oct to the pledge given by Sir Asldey PMen at the time of establish- 
ing tlie Sib])ur Collt^ge tliat the alumni of that College wore to have all 
Road (.'ess appointnnuits ? 

Ehe lloidble Mr. Suirues replied: — 

Tin: simplest way to answer my lion'ble friend is first to explain the 
nature of tlie appointments hold by District Engineers and the manner in 
which Mich appointments are made, and then to reply to the specific questions 
asked. 

Each appointment to the post of District Engineer is made sepamtely by 
the District Board co^u!erned under the powers vested in it by section 33 of 
the Bengal Local Self-Goveniment Act of 18S5. Under the first proviso to 
that section the confirmation of the Commissioner of the Division is ftecessary, 
but the appointments are not made by, nor are tln'y subject to the approval 
of, tbe Local Government. The action of the Local Government is confined 
%o laying dowm rules regarding the qualifications of candidates for employment 
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[Jtfr. i^hirres,'] 

afl District Engineer, and the District Boards are required, by the third proviso 
of the section referred to, to conform to sucli rules. Except in respect of 
•the qualifications of the candidates, the choice of the District Boanis is 
unrestricted, and they are under no obligation to choose an Engineer serving 
in another district ; nor has an Engineer s<*rving in one district any claim to 
be appointed to a vacancy occurring in another district. The professional 
qualifications laid down by GoverniiK iit have been made to vury with the pay 
which is given, and the standard is raised as the pay is raised. To euablt^ 
standards to bo laid down, the posts of District iMigiiUHT have bcmi 
divided into classes and grades, but the service is not ‘ a graded service' iu 
the sense in which that expression is ordinarily understood, 'riiere is there- 
fore no ‘ ’ of District Eugiiiei rs similar to the Tuhlic Works S(‘rvic(% 

or the Police Ser^ce, or tiu' Education Service. Moreover, iiiuh'r tlu* Bengal 
Local Self-Government Act of 18So, tlio Licutcuuint-Governor inis no power 
to transfer a District Engineer from one distri(‘t to another without the c.onscuit 
of the District Boards concerned, and such transfers an^ theiefore very iMixdy 
made. 

‘‘The llon'ble Member apparently desires that the District EngiiuMUs 
should bo forniod into a graded si^rvico on tlu' lines of thi^ Police, tlio Education 
and otlier services. It is (‘ssinitial to the administration of such a service 
tliat the power oi appointment and traiisftu* should rest with tluj Goveriimoiit, 
and the proposal ol tht‘ Hon'hlo ileiubt^r (;ould not thori'fore l>e givtai eflVct to 
without an altiTation of the law. Tin* Loctil Self-Government A(^t is howeviu- at 
present bidore this Gouneil, and the re<|uisito change in it could be made without 
diflicultv. A gradi^l scrvici’ possf'ssos obvious administrative ailvant)igi‘s 
over a number of detaeJied and isolated a[)poiutinents, aiul the suggestion that 
the District Engineers should be formed into sucdi a service has heiui inadt^ 
to tli(^ GoV(M'nincnt on mon‘ than one occasion. The Huggi^stion has not 
liitlen'to been seriously considered with a v'icw to legislation, because no very 
strong cas(‘ has l isui made out, and the District Boards are lielieved to atbicli 
gr(*at inijiortance to tlu* [)rivih‘ge of apjioiniing their own District iMigineers. 
ibit if it is thought that a strong (aiso e.xisls, and that tlio niattor should now be 
taken up, a ciieulfO’ can (‘asily lx? i.^Mied to thi; Disti’ict Boards j ami il the 
District Ihiards tlieinsi l ves, or a majority of thein, desire that tlie (diango 
should be made, the re(|uisit(‘ amendment will hii introductul into tlio JUll 
which is now Ixd’oro the G'ouncil. 

‘‘The following are the answers to tin* specifK* (juestions asked by tlio 
Hoidble Member: — 

“I and n. — The first two (|U('stions may bo answimed togetlier. Tlie now 
rules were publislied on 20tli Di'cemiier, PJOl, and siiuto then two vacancies 
have occurred in class I, grade f districts, munoly, at Saran and Ghamparan. 
The names of 19 District EngimK-rs are centaiiuul in the Chief Engineer’s list 
as qualified to hold appointmeuts in class f ilistricts, hut of tlnise 12 are 
already in charge of districts in class E grade 1. Gf the remaining 7, 4 
arc Europeans and d ure natives. Tlie District Boards of Saran and 
Champaran did not however select any of tliefte District Engineers, but 
advertiflcfd for applh auts. Two fipplicaiits were sidected ; and as they 
possessed the necessary professional qualifications, they as a matter of e^ourse 
obtained the requisite certificates from the Chief Engiiiemq and they wore 
appointed. In tiie dl districts which are not inc’uded in cLl-h I, grade I, eight 
vacanciet have occurred in the jiost of District Engineer suiisequent to th(5 
publication of the new rules. One of the.so uppuinlinenfs is still vacant, three 
have been filled temporarily, and for two of tlm lemainiug four District 
Engineers serving in other (iistrict.s have been selected by the* District Boards 
concerned. There has been no disregard of the rules. 

“HI. — Difficulty has sometimes been felt iu filling temporary vacancies. 
No 8jM3cial remedy seems to be called for, 

“ IV. — Rule 5 to which the llon’ble Member refers reads as follows : — 

• No Dtatriot Engineer shall hi retained in the service of a District Board after ho has 
attained the age of 55 years, except with the sanction of the Local Oovornmeat and subject 
to such oonditions as it may think fit. 



4 Questions and Answers. [7th Januabyj 

[Mr. Shirres ; Bobu Amhica Charan Mazumdar; Mr. Earle,"] 

'‘Two District Engineers, of whom one attained the age of 60 in November, 
1904, and the other will attain the aj^e of 64 in March, ! 905, have been granted 
each an extension of service for one year. The District Boards preferred 
retaining those officers with their long experience to appointing new men ; 
the olhcors themselves were reported to be efficient and to be capable of 
performing their duties satisfactorily^ and special recommendations were 
submitted to the Government by the Commissioners of the Divisions concerned. 
The retention of these District Engineers in service did not, as would be the 
case in a graded service, affect the promotion of junior officers, and the Lieute- 
nant-Governor, after fully considering the cases, accepted the recommendations 
of the District Boards. 

“V and VI. — Questions V and VI have already been sufficiently answered. 

“VII. — The pledge given by Sir Ashley Eden, to which "my hon’ble friend 
alludes, referred only to appointments which were made by the Lieutenant- 
Governor, and which were such as could be given to graduates of the Sibpur 
College immediately on the conclusion of thoir curriculum. Information 
regarding the guaranteed appointments will be found in the Resolutions of 
the Lieutenant-Governor in the Public Works Department, dated 13th December, 
1893, and 4th April, 1901, which were published in the Calcutta Gazette of 
27th December, 1893 and 10th April, 1901, respectively.’’ 


LANDLORDS’ FEES AND U ATER-SUPPLY 

Tlie Ilon’ble Babu Ambica Charan Mazumdar said : — 

From the statements furnished by Government at a meeting of the 
Council, held on the 17th December, 1904, it appears that out of a total sum of 
nearly 12 lakhs oi rupees “paid” as “landlord’s fee ” under the provisions of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, during tho last nineteen years, over 9~ lakhs of rupees 
are now “ hold in deposit,” and that there is apparently no disposition on tho 
part of the payees to accept these deposits. 

{a) Under the circumstance, will the Government be pleased to make over 
these deposits in the various districts to their respective District Boards with 
express direction to utilize them for the special purpose of water-supply and on 
condition that siiould any of tho payees ever demand payment of tho money so 
deposited on his account, the District Board concerned will have to make good 
such payment? 

(b) Will the Government be further pleased to consider the propriety of 
establishing in the hands of the District Boards tho neucleus of a fund for 
water-supply with the aid of tho “landlord’s fees” thus held in deposit, supple- 
mented by any grant that Government may l>e able to make from tno Provincial 
Revenues, together with all cliaritablo contributions which may from time to 
time be made for the purpose by private individuals ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. Earle replied : — 

“(1) Govenimont is not prepared to make over sums deposited as 
landlords’ foes under tho Bengal Tenancy Act in the various districts to the 
District Boards for purposes of water-supply on the condition suggested. In 
so far as these deposits become the property of Government by lapse of time 
they form part of the consolidated revenue of the Provincial Government^ 
which is required to meet its ordinary expenditure; and Government is not 
prepared to admit that local bodies have any claim to such deposits for local 
expenditure. 

“(2) The questions whether legislation should be undertaken in regard to 
the provisions of the ^ngal Tenancy Act under which these fees are levied, and 
whether any executive action can be taken for the purpose of facilitating the 
withdrawal from the district treasuries of money so deposited, are at the present 
time under the consideration of the Board of Revenue, Their *repoft is 
expected shortly ; and, as soon as the Lieutenant-Governor has received an 
expression of their views, he will pass orders in the matter without delay.” 
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BULKS KKGABDING THE RED ROAD. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambica Charan Mazumdar asked: — 

(a) Has the Commissioner of Police issued any instruction, or laid 
down any rule, prohibiting Indian gentlemen, respectably dressed in the Indian 
fashion, from walking or driving on the Rod Road ? 

(J) If 80, will the Government bo pleased to consider the propriety of 
directing the withdrawal of such rule or instruction ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied : — 

The Lieutenant-Governor on receiving the Hon'blo Member’s ([uestion 
inquired into the matter. The Commissioner of Police explains that it has 
for many years been the practice to instruct the Constables on duty to see that 
no one, wnether European or Indian, is allowed on the side path of the Red 
Road between 5 and 8 p.m. unless properly dressed. Proper dress, in the case 
of a road frequented by European and Indian ladies and gentlemen alike, 
includes complete covering of the body. Indian gentlemen have on previous 
occasions inquired as to the enforcement of these orders and, on tlie orders 
being explained to them, they have always been acceptod as reasonablcL The 
Lieutenant-Governor considers it unnect ssary to direct the withdrawal of the 
instructions which appear to liave been framed in the interests of the 
community as a whole, and which are quite In uccordauce with tho habits of 
Indian gentlemen w’ho come into general society in Calcutta.’’ 

• SEPTIC TANK AT FAKIDPUR. 

The Hon’blc Babu Ambica (’uakan M/Vzumuau said : — 

May I enquire if it is proposed to establish a septic tank at Faridpiir ? 
If 80, will the Government bo pleased to iinjulro into the present condition 
of that town which, with the silting up of tlie river and tlie Dholo Somudder 
and with its kutcha drains without suilicient ontl(‘t oven for tho diseharg** 
of the rain water, has of late years b(,‘eonH‘ subject tomalurial fever and otiier 
diseases? And will tlie Government satisfy its(?lf tlioroiigldy os to the 
advisability, of such a measure, regard being had to tho condition of this town, 
before sanctioning any decisive action in the matter? 

• 

The Hon'ble Mr. Shipkes replied; — 

“A propoBaI«ha 8 been mado to try the experiment of a sejitic tank in the 
Jail at Faridpur, because the present method of disposal of tho night-soil 
by trenching in tho Jail Garden, which Ixu’oinoB damp and water-logged, is 
open t(A objection. Before the project is finally sanctioned, the question of the 
disposal ot the effluent will be carefully considered in connection with the 
Report of the Septic Tank Committee which was published in tlie last issue 
of the Calcutta Gazette.” 


THE BENGAL SMOKE-NUISANCES BILJ., 1904 . 

The Hon’ble Ma. Carlyle introduced the Bill to amend the law relating to 
the abatement of nuisances arising from the smoke of furnaces or fire-places 
in the town and suburbs of Calcutta and in Howrah, and to provide for the 
extension thereof to other areas in Bengal, and moved that it bo read in 
Council. He said : — 

The motion before the Council is that tho Bill to amend the law relating 
to the abatement of nuisances arising from the smoke of furnaces or iiro-places 
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in the town and suburbs of Calcutta and in Howrah and to proviile for the 
extension thereof to other areas in Bengal, be read in Council and that the 
Bill thereafter bo refeiTcd to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ble. 
Mr. Horn, the Hoii’ble Mr. Larmour, the Hon^ble Mr. Apear, the Hon’ble Babu 
Kalin B(‘hari Sircar, and myself. 

a previous occasion I very briefly explained to the Council the 
main jioints of diflorence between the present Hill, and Bengal Act II of 1863 
(the Calcutta and Howrah Smoke Nuisances Act). I will again briefly repeat 
tJie main difTorences and I will th.en go on to deal clause by clause with the < 
jnovisions of the Bill. 

‘‘The Bill makes the mere emission of smoke from any furnace in 
greater density or for a longer time than is permitted by rules to be framed 
hereaft(T punishable. Under the present Act it may be geu/crally said that 
negligence in some form Inis to be proved. 

“ Under the Bill power has been taken entirely to forbid the exercise 
within certain areas of industries whicli arc necessarily accompanied by a 
smoke nuisance. 

“'The administration of tlie Act is to bo entrusted to a Commission 
eomposiMl of oHieial and iion-oflicial members, the nou-ofllciais being selected to 
rej)rosont interests likely to be ali'ected by the Act. 

“ Hebu’e turning to tlie details of the Bill I would again note that it is 
to some extent based on the roeoinmondations jnado by Mr. Frederick Grover, 
an expert sent out by the Secretary of State ioi* India to examine the question 
(ill tlie sj)ot. lie arrived in Calcutta in the bi'ginning of j\Iarcli, 1903, and sub- 
mittful Ids ii('j)ort in Jnlv of the same year. Before submitting his Report he 
visited n number of Victories in and around Calcutta and the colliery districts of 
Ivaniganj and Jlierria. He exjuuineJ the various sources of smoke, the quali- 
ties and (puintitic's of coal used, tlie types of furnaces, and the methoiis of 
their usi'. In his Riqiort he enumerates the following six sources of smoke in 
(>alcutt.a, nanudy: — 

<(() doim stic lir(‘-plices in native huts; 

{!), steam Itiunches and ocean-going steamers; 

fc) lime and brick kilns; 

(</) the nuumfac.ture of coke on the Hooghlv banks; 

' r) furnaces us(*(i for heating plates and metal ingots'; and 

(/) mill and lactory boiRrs used for the purpose of raising steam. 

“ In the Bill now before the Couucdl, the tirst source of smoke has been 
ultogetlicr excluded. It would be impossibLo to deal with the smoke from 
native huts except by isolating ureas responsible f(jr the emission of^such smoke. 
This is obviously impraclicaible. 

‘‘As regards the smoke from launches and ocean-going steamers, the Bill 
will not touch the raising of steam on ocean-going steamers not moored or 
iiiicliorod and not lying in dock. Such sreamers must necessarily emit smoke 
ill the process of raising steam, and as they pass beyond the limits of Calcutta 
ill a coinparatividy short period of time, it would, as Mr. Grover remarked, 
appear impossible to impose any restrictions. 

“The British Indian Association in a letter dealing with Mr. Grover’s 
Report remarked that Mr. Crover in dealing with the sources of smoke nuisance 
omitted from his list — 

(a) steam rollers; 

(h) various railways })lying in the limits of Calcutta and Howrah; 

(c) the engine sheds of the Eastern Bengal State Railway at Taliah 

Qud at other places in Howrah and Calcutta ; and 

(d) press, electric and other installations. 

‘‘ I may note that furnaces used in such cases all come within the provisions 
of the Bill. t 
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I will now turn to the details of the Bill. 

“Clause 1 provides that it diall extend to the town and i^uburhs of Calcutta 
^ tfs defined in the Calcutta and Suburban Police Acts, rospcciivcly ; also to the 
station of Howrah as described in a schedule to the Howrah Offences Act. The 
present Bill provides that the Local Governuu nt may extend the Act under 
certain conditions 8i>ecified in clause 2 to other areas. 

“As regards clause 2 provision is bein;^ made for tbe heariiifr of objectlotis 
to any extension of the area, and in tlie aise of military cantonments it is laid 
flown that the previous sanction of the Govtnnor (urneral in Council is 
required. 

“ The important point to note in clause 'H is the definition of ^ furnaces.’ It 
will be seen that it includes furnaces or fire-places wliich may be the soun^o of 
nxiisance under any of the heads I have stated almve, saving furnaces or 
fire-places used for household or domestic ])urj)ose8 or for the raising of steam 
on ocean-going steal uers. Under the ])rosent A(‘t the term ‘ furnace ’ ihu s not 
apply to locomotive engines used wliolly upon railways nor to steam vessids 
unless einplo 3 >'ed as ferry boats. 

“Clause 4 provides for the eonstitution of a ( .’ommission to supervise and 
control the working of the Act. This jiroposal is one which 1 think will meet 
with the approval of the Council as half tli(‘ mtanhers are to be eoniposod of 
non-oflicials selected to represent interests lik(dy t') ho affeet^l by the Act. It 
is very important while tho wliole question of dealing with smoke niiisjuices is 
more or loss in an experimental stage, that (Jovc'rnmmit .should bo assisted liy 
tho advice of business men interested in .seeing that no undue restrictions are 
placed on industric.s affected by the Bill. 

“Clausa 5 provides for the a])p(>intment of a Chief Insjiector and so many 
As.sistant Inspeclors of Snioki^ Nuisances us the Local Government may think 
fit. Jfr. Grover remarks'* under this head that th(‘ ( diief Jnspeclor of Smoko 
Nuisances should be ‘ a com])etent engineer, wadi versial in llni us(5 of smoke 
abatement apjiliaiua s. lie should be a man of re.sourf'.e who could be relied 
upon to exerei.se his judgnumt. He should be able to undco'tako tho application 
of tho remedies as suggested in this U(»port,’ f.c., i\lr. Grov(u*'s Uei)ort. A 
Committ(?o assisted by a well cjualil’n'd ('hied I nsjHM-.tor, such as Mr. Grover 
sugge.sts, and composed in part of repri‘s(‘ntativ(^s of th(3 industrifis likely to be 
affee.ted, is very unlikely to take hasty measures or to do anytljing likely to 
hamper trade. * 

“Clause G empowers the Local Govornment, in certain anai.s, to j^rohihit 
the erection of brick and linn' kilns or of furnaces for heating metals or the 
making of coUe. This pewer is taken licrauso the (’inis.Hioii of smoker from 
furnaces u.sed for .such purpi^Si's cannot be abated by any im ans yet known, 

I may note^ with reference to the penal clause’s of tins siiction that a 
reference has been made to tlie Govennne it of India for an amendment of 
clause 2, as apj)arently, as the Jtill now stands, it might pay to erect a 
furnace and wmrk it, as after jiayment of u tine of I(s. dOt) no further penalty 
could be imposed. 1 need n(»t, howevcir, deal with this (pie.stion today which 
is one for Select Committee to con.sider after we have received a reply 
from the ®ovcrmnei.t of India. 

“ Clause 7 is the crux of tho whole Bill. It provides that for tho emission 
of Biuoko from a furnace in greater <jeiisity or for a hnige.r time than is 
permitted by rules to Isi made under the Act, the owner of tho furnace 
shall be liable to fine. It will thus no longer lui m’r essary to prove no<''li- 
gence. The issue before tho (Jourts will be a comparatively simj)lo one as 
to whether smoke was emitted of (‘yc< ssive de.n.sity or for an exr'ossive lime. 
^'Ir. Grover has in parugraphs ld7-141 of his Report described metliods of 
gauging the den.sity of smoke, and it will bo possible by using one or 
more of those methods to produce satisfactory evidence before a Court. 
This clause gives effect to the principle embodied in section 208 of the Indian 
Penal Code that ‘ a person is guilty of a public nuisance who does any act 
which cau^s any annoyance to the public,’ and that ‘a common nuisance is 
not e'xcused on the ground that it causes some convenience or advantage.’ It 
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may be noted that this clause does not apply to furnaces referred to in clause 
t> (i) which necessarily emit clear smoke. Such cases may be dealt with, if at 
all, by total prohibition. Mr. Grover proposed that the maximum time of 
emission of smoke of a given density should be fixed at 10 minutes and that 
tliis period should be gradually reduced as the working of the furnaces 
improves. Government proposes to leave the limit of time to be fixed 
by rules, as probably ten minutes will be too low a limit at first, and it is 
undesirable to bo obliged to have recourse to legislation, when it becomes 
reasonable to reduce the maximum limit. 

Clause 8 empowers the Local Government to appoint a period within 
which furnaces must be constructed, altered or fitted with appliances so as to 
prevent smoke being omitted in such a manner as to cause a nuisance. Under 
Bengal Act II of 1803 all persona are bound to construct or, to alter furnaces 
so as to consume or burn their smoke, and this section of the present Bill is less 
stringent than the law now in force. 

Clause 9 provides for the case of furnaces or kilns which necessarily emit 
smoke in such a way as to cause a nuisance. As 1 have already explained, such 
cases can only be dealt with by prohibiting the working of such furnaces or 
kilns in spetdhed areas. 

‘^Clause 10 eonfers on Inspectors powers that should be very useful in 
enabling the (h)nimittee appointed to w’ork the new Act to deal with the 
question of regulatinp the emission of smoke from furnaces. 

‘ Clause 11 gives power to make rules to carry out the objects of the Bill. 
As I have already said it is very desirable that while the question of dealing 
with smoke nuisances is in n more or less experimental stage, altera- 
tions that may be found desirable should not require recourse to fresh 
h^gislation. 

‘‘Clause 12 provides that cognisance will not be taken of an offence 
except on the complaint of an Inspector, and it lays down a limit of time after 
which a complaint cannot be lodged. 

‘‘Clauses 13 and 14 deal with the question of disposal of lines and the 
repeal of the present Act. 

“ I trust this Council will be satisfied that while Government is making an 
Httem{»t to grti})plo with a steadily increasing evil, it has been most careful to 
do nothing that could seriously hamper any important industry. Mr. Grover 
peunts out that it is very doubtful whe^ther the more extensive use of smoke- 
reducing apphanees and gri'ater care in tiling will lead to increased profits, as 
tlie cost ot supcu’vision will iirohably swallow up the other profits, derived from 
the gain in ellicitaicy, but it is due to tin' public tliat the users of furnaces should 
use precautions to ]>revent incoiiveiiionce to the ]>ublic wdiere the. extra trouble 
and eost will be in groat part re]>aid by the more economical working of the 
furnaces. 

“Mr. Grover remarks in his Keport: — 


It cannot be denied that the manufacturers of Calcutta hvive made deliberate efforts to 
suppress the smoke nuisance by the appliontiou of special appliances; that in many oasec 
such eHorts have faded, and the appliauoes have consequently been abandoned. These 
eircuinstauces have given rise to the opinion that nothing iurther can be done. My opinion 
IS that too much reliance has been placed on automatic devices aud that all individual effort 
has been surrendered. Expcrimeulatiou on the part of the engineering staff of a mill ia 
never encouraged by the niauagoment even supposing that the engineers are disposed to 
experimental work or have time for it. Having regard to the fact that the mills are 
employed in unceasing production for 15 hours out of 24, that there are only five or six 
Euroiieans to overlook the work of over 2,0U0 work-people, it must be conceded that the 
energies of the engineering staff are fully taken in maintaining the machinery in efficient 
working order, and as a ouusequeuce of this the supervision of the stokers is one of the last 
oonsiderations. 

I have already shown that there is a possible saving of 4 per cetit. on the coal bill due to 
the oombustion of smoke, but that manufacturers oould not hope to realize this as profit so 
long as the necessity for extra supervision exists. There is, however, no hardship in insisting 
that the 4 per ient. be spent for the benefit of the public. 
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“ I trust the result of the Bill will be to induce the owners of fum^ to 
spend on the abatement of the smoke nuisance the savings they can effect m 
*coal consumption by better supervision.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Naun Beiuri Sircar said I desire, on behalf of 
fhe residents of Calcutta, to con^n^itulato the Government on the introduction 
of this very necessary and salutary measure. The lion bio Member in charge 
0# the Bill has told us tliat the present law for the abatement of smoko nuisance 
in and around this City came into existence so far back as 1803. Since then, 
as wo all know, the condition of things has vastly changed. With the rapid 
development of Mill industries in this part of the country, numerous furnaces 
and fire-places havi* been erected ; and in the absence of jiroper regulations 
tiiese have, for tln^most part, been indifYerently constructed. I'ho innumerable 
chimneys that have sprung up arc* of all sorts, shapes and sizes, incessantly 
emitting thick black smoke, containing soot and solid narticlcs of unconsumed 
coal ; they arc a constant source of considerable trouble, inconvenience and 
mischief to the residents in their neighbourhood. In Calcutta, Wards Nos. 3 
and 4, and possibly also Ward No. 2, are the worst sufibrers in this rcspeci ; and 
I can bear my personal testimony to the great annoyaiico to which the unfortu- 
nate residents of this locality are constantly subjected. It is a matter of surprise 
that something was not done, much earlier during the last 40 years, to amoinl 
the present law so as to meet the growing exigencies of the situation. The Bill 
l)efor (3 us, however, now proposes to remedy the defects of the present law on 
the subject; and I may he permitted to express the thanks of the community 
to you, Sir, for bringing forward a measure intended to give relief to the 
sutfering public. I earnestly hope and trust that the ])rovisions of the proposed 
law will be so framed as to (effectively remove the evil.” 

• 

The Ilon’hlo Babu Amiuka Cjiauan Mazumdar said:— ‘‘Any measure 
tliat is calculated to mitigate the nuisances of Calcutta and its neighbourhood 
must bo welcome to all ; for it would not only tend to remove o great stigma 
from this ‘ City of Palaces,’ but also afford great ndief to civilized humanity. 
Sir, two knighthoods seem to me as fairly settled for two pei'sons,— one lor 
him who may be fortunate enough to discover a remedy for cancer, and tlio 
other for him who may bo successful in dealing with tln^ nuisances of Calcutta, 
particularly its dust and its smoko. Although our hon’blo coll(‘aguo in charg(3 
of this Bill may noT have much of a c.hnnco in carrying off the prize on 
the strength of his present oxp(;rimont, yet I think we might fairly congraliilate 
him upon the first step lie has taken towards tlio solution of a vexcul problem. 

“The Bill, as introduced bv him, both in its scope as well as in its 
principle, is findoubtedly a distinct inijirovcment upon the dead Act of 1863, 
whoso archaic existence in tlie Statute Book has been nearly forgotten by 
tlie people and which has indeed ]>oen so very effective in its ojieration tliat, 
as the llon’hle Member himself informed us in his opening s})eech the 
other day, there is hardly to bo found any case for its application. 
The substitution of a Coiunassion with qualified Inspiictors in place of 
the Magistrate with his inseparable accident, the constable of the existing 
•enactment, as the supervising and controlling autliority, is an important 
feature of the present Bill. This Commission, if properly constituted, is likely 
to infuse a very active and healthy spirit in the working of tluj proposed 
measure by bringing competent and expert opinions to bear upon every case 
and by having a specially qualified agency which the Bill provides for 
enforcing its decisions. 

“But, Sir, I have a little objection as to the principle involved in 
the constitution of this Commission. Section 4 of the Bill provides that 
one half of the members of the Commission shall be officials, while tlie 
other half shall be non-officials selected to represent interests likely to lie affect- 
ed by the proposed measure. That there are many largo and influential 
interests likely to be so affected cannot be either denied or disputed. There 
is the Caleutta Corporation which is primarily interested both in the ever-increas- 
ing industries of this great city, as well as in the sanitation of the localities 
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affected by them. Then there are the Chamber of Commerce, , the Trades 
i^Hsociation, the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce and those various 
companies and associations which are either directly or indirectly interested 
in the numerous mills and factories with which this metropolis and its 
environs are studded. In my humble opinion the non-olficial half of the 
( Joinmission should bo elected by these bodies in such number or proportion as 
the Government may deem proper to allot. If these nou-of5cial members are 
really to represent the interests likely to bo affected, I do not understand why 
the Government should undertake the responsibility of choosing their represen- 
tatives instead of asking them to make their own choice. These bodies if 
privileged to return their own representatives can only return men of practical 
knowledge and experience of the subject, and the presence o2 such men on the 
Commission can only serve to strengthen the Commission itself. On the other 
hand, by taking the entire appointment in its own hand. Government might 
undortaKc the risk of not only being often misunderstood, but also of creating 
friction and opposition whicli cannot by any means be conducive to the 
successful working of the proposed measure. I would therefore suggest that 
the non-ofBcial half of the proposed Commission should bo elected, or at all 
events nominated, by such bodies as may bo found interested in the working 
of tiie Act. 

‘‘ Sir, there are one or two other points in the Bill which also in my opinion 
seem to bo deserving of some little attention. But as these refer to the details 
and not to the principle of the proposed legislation, I think I am bound to 
defer them for a future stage of the Bill. Subject to these remarks, I generally 
approve of the Bill which is before the Council and entirely agree to the motion 
made by the Ilon’blo Member in charge of it ’’ 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Carlyle said: — ‘‘I have to deal with one objection, 
namely, tliat the non-official members of the Conmiittoo sliould be elected and 
not appointed. I can see groat difficulties in the way of securing any system of 
electing members to such a Committee, but if any workable system can bo sug- 
gested it will bo considered by the Select Committee and roiiorted on. 1 now 
move that the Bill bo read ” 

The Motion was then put and agreed to, and the Bill was road accordingly. 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Carlyle also moved that the Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of the llon’blo Mr. Horn, the Ilon’ble 
Mr. Larmour, the llon’ble Mr. Apear, tho llon’ble Babu Naliu Beliari Sircar, 
and tho Mover. 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

THE SUNDAKBANS BILL, 1904. 

The Ilon^ble Mr. Hare introducenl the Bill to provide for the abolition of 
the office of Commissioner in the Suudarbans, and moved that it be read in 
Council, lie said: — 

‘‘ 1 have nothing to add to what 1 said at tlie last Meeting of Council. 
Tho matter is perfectly simple and tho full reasons for this Bill are explained 
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. 1 therefore propose the measure 
without a speech.” 

The HonTlo Babu Ambika Ciiakan Mazumoar said:— All burials, 
whether of men or of measures, ought only to be performed in solemn 
silence. I would therefore silently add my shovelful of earth to bury 
this Commissioner in tho Suudarbans. My only regret is that' had This 
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mournful ceremony been performed some time earlicT, the Government might 
4iave been spared the loss, if not also some little humiliatiun, which it has 
undoubtedly suffered only a few \H'ars back. But let the dead past bury its 
dead, and let us console ourselves with the homely but none the less wise 
saying — ‘Better late than neveiv I fully support ihe Bill which the Hoii'blo 
Mr. liare has introduced, as I should have felt no difHculty in agreeing with 
him even if he had moved that the Bill 1)0 passed at once." 

The Motion was then j)ut and agreed to, and the Bill was road acu'orclingly. 

The IIonTlc^ Mr. Hare also mov<‘d that the Bill referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of the llon’blo Mr. O’Kiuoaly, the IJon'ble Mr. Collin, 
the Ilon’ble Mr.*Earle, the Ilon’ble Babii Bhupendra'Nath Basu, and tiie Muvt,‘r. 

Tho Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Council then adjourned to Saturday, the x38th January, IJOo. 

Calcutta; \ L. C. ADAM I, 

m nth January, lOu,:. ) Secretary to the JJenyal CmmciJ awl 

Aasi^titiit Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal ^ 

Legidaiioe Iteparinicni, 


B. 8. rrwi--CCn>*3(iO-X8.1-l»06— L. N, and others. 




^bttract of the Proceeding* of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
aetembled under the provitione of the Indian Councilt Acta, 1861 and 189S. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 28th January > 
J905, at 11 A M. 

frtscnl: 

The Hon’ble Sib AnnsEw Feaseh, k.c.b.i., Lieutenant-Oovernor of Bengal, 
preeiditi^. 

The Hon’ble Mb. L. Hare, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mb. K. G. Gupta. 

The Hon’ble Mb. B. L. Gupta. 

The Hon’blo Mb. P. O’Kinealy, Advocate-General of Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. W. Coulin. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. W. Carlyle, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. D. B. Horn, c.i.e. 

'I’lie Ilon’ble Mr. L. P. Suibreb. 

The Hon’ble Mb. A. Earle. 

The Hon’blo Mr. R. T. Gbeer, c.b.i. 

The Hon’blo Babu Buupendra Nath Babu, m.a , b.l. 

The Hon’ble Babu Saligbam Singh. 

The Hon’blo Mr. C. F. Labmoue. 

The Ilon’blo Mr. A. A. ArcAK. 

riie Uo»^blo Baru Aairika Chakan Mazumdae. 

The Ilou'ble Me. J. Chaudiiuri, m.a. 

The Ilon’blo Asif Kadu Saiyid Wasif Ali Mieza^ of MurMhidubad. 

The Hon’ble IliiJA Ban Bkhari Kapue, c.8.1. 

NEW MEMBERS. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Cuauuuabi, the Uon’ble Abif Kapb Saiyid Wabif Ali 
Mieza, of Murshidabad^ and the ilou’ble Haja Ban Behaei Kapub took their 
BeatB in Obuncil. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, 
alleged assault on TliE STATION MASTER OF BARUIPUR. 

The Ilon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar said 

(a) May I invite the attention of Government to two paragraphs in the 
Bengalee of the U^th aud 1 6th December last in which it is stated that on or 
about the 10th idem two Military Officers of Fort (Jliin^nTu khal assaulted the 
Station Master of Baruipur, in the southern se(;tion of tlie J^astern Bengal State 
Railway, while the latter was on duty. Are tlu' facts stated in tlie said two 
paragrajdis substantially correct? 

(/>) If so, will the Government bo pleased to inquire what action has been 
taken by the Government Railway Police at Sonarpur on the tcdegraphic infor- 
mation which the Station Master is said to have then and tliere despatched 
about tlie occurrence ? 

(c) Is it also true that the Assistant Station Master and two porters of the 
station were also beaten by the said Military (Jlllcers ? And will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to inquire if they (the Asd^tant Station Master and the 
port(^rs), or any of them, lodged any complaint he lore the Police under 
section 121 of the Railway Act? 

(J) Will the Government inijuire and asccu'tain wdmt a<-1i->n the Police have 
takcui in the matter, the offences being coguizuld(W)n(‘s ? Were thc8(w.uises, or 
any one of them, sent uj) by the Police for trial? If not, why imt? Is the 
suggestion correct that tlie Assistant Inspector-Gineral, haihvav Police, had 
issued oixh'i’H not to challan these cases ? 

(r) Is it true that the Hoad-Constalde of S aiarpui t )ok down the stat(*- 
ments of the two Military Offi<*ers concerneii ^ 11 so, wik;1 aus tlieir stateiiiLmt ? 

Did lh('y admit or deny the offences charged against ihem ? 

( /) Is it a {i 4 Ct that the District Mitristvaie of Ahpnr ah.) e, lused <a’i 
irujuiry to be made into tliis matter? ll so, whai was tin' result of Mum 
in(|uiry ? 

{cf) Will the Government b(‘ pleastal tocill for all tin' j>ap'‘rs (V'nnccto I 
witli this incident and satisfy itself as to whether tiie ca>e> nde,n\Nl to should 
not he judicially tried aud disposed of ? 

The Ilon’ble Mu. Carlyle replied : — 

“The occurrence to which the Iloii’ble Member refers wab reportef to 
Government on the 12th December, 1901. 

“2. On the morning of the 10th Decimibcr lis(, two Military (3fficers, 
named Captain Chrystio and Lieutenant Ford, wi n' travi lling by train from 
1 )iaim)nd Harbour to Calcutta with two servants. When the train arrived at 
Baruijiiir, the servants, who were in a third-class canaaire, prevented some 
]>'issengers from entering their compartment. An altercaiion ensued; and the 
♦Station Master, to whom the passengers comjilainod, ordered the servants to 
aliglit; and, on their refuaing to do so, he procta'dial to remove one of them 
from the train by force with the help of some railway employes. The other 
man, who was Captain Chrystic’s servant, then ran to the carriage in which his 
master and Lieutenant Ford were travelling and informed tiiem that Lieutenant 
Foul’s servant was being assaulted by some natives. Idie two officers on hearing 
this left their carriage and saw the servant struggling in the hands of five men. 
Lieutenant Ford went up and, in order to rescue his servant, struck at tln so 
men with a small bamboo cano Tvhich he was carrying. 

d. The Station Master of Baruipur reported the occurrence by telegram 
to the Officer in charge of tlie police out[)ost at Sonarpur, and also depute 1 the 
Assistant Station Master to lodge a eomplaint. The llead-Constablc in charge 
at Sonarpur met the train on its arrival at that place, aud, as it stopped thoro 
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for only a few minutrs. ho camo on with the p^rty to Caleutto, the AgBistant 
Station Master also travelliu’X io tlu‘ train witli them. At Jhillhi^iiatta tlio 
•Assistant Station Master and the two oiiiei-rs proeeeiled to the Uailway l^olice 
Station, where the f niner ehar^^e.l Li* nt(*nant Foid with committing an assault 
on the Station M;»stt‘r of Jharuipur and on a point^map and a porter. Lieu- 
tenant Ford adinitte(l tluit he struck at tlie men wiio wt‘re holdiiiLT his servant, 
})Ut absi)lute]y denie d having a^?'auited ihe Station Master, and cited Captain 
Chrystie as a witness. 

“4. It was found tiiat tin' porter had a slight mark on the noek, and the 
pointsman a similar maik on tie* forehead ; and it was proved that they were not 
111 uniform at the time tiiev wir(' strin'k, ami that them was nothing to show 
that they were railway employis. it was l;eld, therefore, that no olhuu^' under 
^ section 121 of the*Kail\Miy Act had het'ii cominitted, ami, as the assault wa.s a 
non-cogniza])lo otl'enei', the ini’orimiat was referred to the (h'lminal (hiurts. 
No cornjilaiut, how(‘Ver, was made before tlu' Magistrate by either tiu' Station 
Master, p(U'ter or ])oiuTsmau. ddie ac'tion of the police was upprovi'd by tlie 
Traftic Sunm-inlendent, Kistern Ikmgal State Ibv.lway ; and Ideuteiiant Ford 
Hub8(M|ueiitly wrote t(» lliat olliea'r i;x[)ressing regret for tlie occurren(‘.e, and bis 
apology was aeeejite 1. 

‘‘ o, 'File I bsti ief .Magistrati^ of the 2 Ll\trganas on Iiearing of thi‘ occur- 
rence also liad ail ('lujuii v imitlta and deputi'd an Inspoctor of Poliei^ to invi'stigate 
tho case. '1 ie* Inseeclor Huhmitttai a ri'port on the suhji'ct, on recadpt of vvhieii 
the Idstricr Magistrate came to the couelusion tliat the case was non-eognizahlo, 
and that it lay w itii tlu' jiiitii's eonecined to lodge a complaint b(‘foi*e th(» Court 
if tlu^y (h'Nin'd to proce -d with the matter. As alriuidy indicatmi, hovveviT, no 
such eomplaint was made by any of those eoneeriK'd. 

ddio Licati naat-C >vernor, Ixdbrc' wliom (he pajiers w(T(‘ laid, also 
considen' I that, as tla* eas^ was non-eognizal)l(‘, it was for t lu^ aggruu'ed parties 
to tak(» th" iii;tLiii\e lo the matl 'r by lodging a complaint in tiu' iminnor 
prescriiif d hy law. In titose eiiaaimstamuM Ills Honour was of opinion that it 
was unne .'es^ai y f<»r t io\ c rnmenl to interfere.'^ 

lilK PItoVIX'IlL AM) SnaUlDINATK CIVIL SKUVKM-S. 

Tho llondile liAim I’lnn-rNOiev N erii Basu, in the absence of (he llon’bh' 
Baiu' Nalin IJiJiAKi Siia'Aig said: — 

{(/) In t]n‘ coiK^u iing smitence of paragrajih 2 of ilu) (government 
Resolution No. ddPPV., dated t h(‘ 2(>th HecembiT, IbtH, the subject ()f recruit- 
ment of the l'jK(HuitiVe hranch of t\u> Jh’ovincial Civil Service and the Subor- 
dinate (dvil Si'rvicc, it is stated that “thi^y (the (lovernmimt of India) (tamo to 
th(' comdu.Niof, that tho sysiom of comjietitive «‘xaminalion is not a suitable or 
satisfactory sy.stom of admission to tiio Ooveniment servieo in tliis eouiitry. 
The Lieul('iiant (iovdnor tally concurs in the ojiinion exjiressial liy the Covern- 
ment of Jmlia in tkis matter.’’ Will the Government be ploased to sjxadfically 
state the data ujion which the conclusion referred to in tin- (|m)tatif)n is basixl ? 

(b) In tlw sanu'pauigraph it is further stated : —‘LSir Jolm AV'ood burn replied 
^ in Mr. Bficklami's letter No. dd.S2A., dated the drd August, that aftf^r a 

’ sifting^ impiiiy lie had come to (lie conclusion that compiditive (examinations did 
not secure for the t L)V(‘rnmcnt even tlie best seliolars of the University, ami 
were otin rwdse unsuitable as a test of (jualifications.” Will tin; ( iovornment be 
pleased to state (0 sjiecific jioints in regard to which th (3 sifting iiujuiry 
referred to in tin' (quotation was made, and (u) the nature and the mode of 
iri(]uiry institukd? 

(^) Will the Government bo pleased to lay on tho table all papers in 
C onnt'ction with tln^ inquiry that was held for the information the public? 

((/) With reference to tho 3d appointments by compe-tition (tln^ men at tiic 
top of tiie li-t) during the last eleven yijars (l«9d to IbOf), referred to in 
paragraph 3 oi the Resolution quoted above, will the Governnumt be ple;med 
to rftate \Wietlier (i) all, and, if not all, how many of them have proved to bo 
unsuitable for G(.vernmeut service, and (m) in waat rcspecU Lave they been 
found unsuitable ? 
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The Hon'ble Me. Carlyle replied: — 

‘‘ In regard to question (a), the Bengal Government considers that the viewi 
of the Government of India are sufficiently explained in their Resolution oi 
nth March, 1904, on Indian Educational Policy; and the data on which th( 
conclusion of the Government of India is based seem to be clearly enough 
indicated. 

‘‘2. In regard to question (i), the specific points to which the enquiry 
ordered by the late Sir John Woodburn was directed were: (1) as to whether the 
competitive system appeared to succeed in ensuring that the recruits possessed 
an equipment of any special value, and (2) whether tliere was reason to believe 
that its appreciation of the relative merits of the candidates was accurate 
The method of enquiry adopted mainly consisted in an examination of the 
educational history and qualifications of the successful candidates. Botb 
questions were answered in the negative; and it was therefore regarded ai 
unnecessary to maintain a special examination. 

“3. In regard to question (c), the Government does not propose to lay 
on the table the papers connected with that enquiry. 

4. In regard to question {d)^ it is not considered necessary to discuss the 
question as to how many officers appointed under competition have proved 
unsuitable. Unsuitable men will no doubt bo appointed under any system. But 
it is claimed that success in the University is a better test of general ability 
than success in a special competitive examination.” 

STEAM FEERIES IN THE RIVER HOOGHLY 

The ITon’blo Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu, in the absence of the Hon'ble 
Babu Nalin Bkhari Sircar, asked : — 

(a) Will the Government bo pleased to state what steps are being 
taken to amend the Calcutta Port Act for enabling the Commissioners to 
establish and work the stoam-ferries in the river Hooghly ? 

(b) When is the Bill likely to be introduced into the Council? 

The Hon’blo Me. Horn replied : — 

This Government submitted the draft of a Bill to amend the Calcutta 
Port Act, III of 1890, for the approval of the Goveinment of India some 
months ago. This draft Bill has boon amended in accordance with a suggestion 
made by the Government of India. One of the clauses of the draft Bill 
empowers the Port Commissioners to establish and work steam ferries on the 
Hooghly. As it is necessary for the Government of India fp obtain the 
sanction of the Secretary of State to the proposed legislation, it will not be 
possible to introduce the Bill in this Council before March.” 

THE BENGAL SMOKE-NUISANCES BILL, 1904. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Carlyle moved that the time for the preparation 
of the Report of the Select Committee on the Bill to amend the law 
relating to the abatement of nuisances arising from the smoko of furnaces or 
fire-places in the town and suburbs of Calcutta and in Howrah, and to provide 
for the extension thereof to other areas in Bengal, be extended to the 11th 
February next. He said: — 

“ It was impossible to get replies from all the bodies consulted by to-day, 
so that 1 must ask for a further extension of time.” 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Council then adjourned to Satoi'day, the 11th February, 1905. 
Calcutta; j L. C. ADAMI, 

m Snd February, 1905 . j Secretary to ike Benydl Council. 

B. B. Paw 7840 -800— 3^1906— L. N. 



Ah^act of the Proceiijlingi the Council of the lAeutenant-Oovcmor of Bengal^ 
assembled under the provisions of the Indian Councils Acts^ 1861 and 1898. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the ilth February, 
9T95, at 1 1 AM. 

iPvcecnt: 

The IIonMjle Sir Andrew FRASiUi, k.c.s.i., Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
presiding* 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. Hare, c.i.e. 

The llon'ble Wu. K. G. Gupta. 

The Ilon’ble Mr. B. L. Gui'Ta. 

The Horrblo Mr. P. O’Kineat.y, Advocate- General of Bengal. 

Tlie llon’ble Mr. R. W. Caiutuk, c.i.k. 

'rhe IlonHjle Mr. D. lb Horn, c.i.f:. 

'I'lio llon'ble Mu. I... P. Shirkkr. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. Kakle. 

The HonMjle Mr. R T. Greer, (\8.i. 

The llon’ble Baiui 1]iiupeni)ra Nath Bash, m.a., b.r. 

Tho IJon*l)Ic Baiuj Saeioram Singh. 

The llon’ble Mr. C. F. Larmour. 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. A. Apcar. 

The Hon’blo Babu Ambika (^haran Mazumdar. 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. Chaudhuri, m.a. 

The Hon’blo Asir Kadr Saiyid Wasik Ali Mibz<, of Murshidab&d. 

*1 he Hon’ble R.'ja Ban Hhhari Kapur, c.b.i. 
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Questioni and Amwirs, [28th Jajsuaby, 1905.] 
[i/r. Carlyle; Bahu Bhupendra Nath Basu; Mr. Eom.^ 

The Hon'ble Mr. Carlyle replied: — 

‘‘In regard to question (a), the Bengal Government considers that the views 
of the Government of India are sufficiently explained in their Resolution ot 
11th March, 1904, on Indian Educational Policy; and the data on which the 
conclusion of the Government of India is based seem to be clearly enough 
indicated. 

“2. In regard to question (J), the specific points to which the enquiry 
ordered by the late Sir John Woodbum was directed were: (1) as to whether the 
competitive system appeared to succeed in ensuring that the recruits possessed 
an equipment of any special value, and (2) whether tliere was reason to believe 
that its appreciation of the relative merits of the candidates was accurate. 
The method of enquiry adopted mainly consisted in an examination of the 
educational history and qualifications of the successful ^candidates. Both 
questions were answered in tlie negative ; and it was therefore regarded as 
unnecessary to maintain a special examination. 

“3. In regard to question (c), the Government does not propose to lay 
on the table the papers connected with that enquiry. 

“ 4. In regard to question (c?), it is not considered necessary to discuss the 
question as to how many officers appointed under competition have proved 
unsuitable. Unsuitable men will no doubt bo appointed under any system. But 
it is claimed that success in the University is a better test of general ability 
than success in a special competitive examination.’’ 

STEAM FERRIES IN THE RIVER HOOGHLY 

The Hon’ble Bahu Bhupendra Nath Basu, in the absence of the Hon’ble 
Bai3U Nalin Bkiiari Sircar, asked : — 

(a) Will the Government bo pleased to state what stops are being 
taken to amend the Calcutta Port Act for enabling the Commissioners to 
establish and work the steam-ferries in the river Ilooghly ? 

(i) When is the Bill likely to bo introduced into tho Council? 

The Hon’blo Mu. Horn replied : — 

“ This Government submitted the draft of a Bill to amend the Calcutta 
Port Act, III of 1890, for the approval of tho Goveinmont of India some 
months ago. This draft Bill has boon amended in accordance witli a suggestion 
made by tho Government of India. One of tho clauses of the draft Bill 
empowers the Port Commissioners to establish and work steam ferries on the 
Hooghly. As it is necessary for tho Government of India to obtain the 
sanction of the Secretary of State to tho proposed legislation, it will not be 
possible to introduce the Bill in this Council before March.” 

THE BENGAL SMOKE-NUISANCES BILL, 1904. 

The Hon’blo Mr. Carlyle moved that the time for the preparation 
of tho Report of the Select Committee on the Bill to amend the law 
rohiting to tho abatement of nuisances arising from tho smoke of furnaces or 
fire-places in the town and suburbs of Calcutta and in Howrah, and to provide 
for the extension thereof to other areas in Bengal, be extended to the 11th 
Februaiy next. Ho said:— 

“ It was impossible to get replies from all the bodies consulted by to-day, 
so that 1 must ask for a further extension of time.” 

Tho Motion was put and agreed to. 

Tho Council then adjourned to Satuiday, the 11th February, 1905. 
Calcutta; 1 L. C. ADAMI, 

m Snd February, 1905 . | Secretary to th» Bengal Council. 

B. a. K. 



AhMiract of the ProceedingM ^ the Council qf the LieutenanPQovemor of Bengal^ 
aeeembled under the provuione of the Indian Councile Act$j 1861 and 1898. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 11th February, 
J9*05, at 1 1 AM. 

{)r caent : 

The Ilon’ble Sib Andrew Fraser, k.c.s.i., Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
presiding » 

The llon’ble Mr. L. Hare, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Wr. K. G. Gupta. 

The llon’ble Mr. B. L. Gupta. 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. O'Kineai.y, Advocate-General of l^engal. 

'rhe Hon'ble Mr. R. W. Caklyi.k, c.i.k. 
riie lloii’ble Mr. I>. lb Horn, c.i.r:. 

11)0 Ilcubblo Mu. L. V. SillRRICS. 

The Ilnii’ble Mr. A. Karlk. 

The Hon’lde Mr. R T. Op.kek, r.a.u 

The llon’ble lUun IbiupuNDRA Nath Basu, m.a., b.l, 

'riie Hon%Ie Baiuj Salkhum Singh. 

The Hon’blc Mr. C. F. Larmour. 

The Elon’blo Mr. A. A. Apcah. 

The Ilon’ble Babu Amhika C’haran Mazitmdar. 

The Ilon'ble Mr. J. CnAUDHUBt, m.a. 

The Hon’ble Asif Kadr Saiyid Wasir Ali Mikz», of Murshidabad. 

*1 he Bon’ble R'ja Ban B|’:iiari Kapur, c.b.i. 
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[11th February, 


Queziiom and Answers. 

[3/r. Chaudhuri ; Mr, Eorn."\ 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

the northern section of the eastern BENGrAL isTATE RAILWAY. 

Tlie Ilon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri asked:— 

(a) Is it a fact that, with a view to cope with the increased traffic on 
the Northern Section of the Eestern Bengal State Railway and to accelerate the 
speed of the Darjeeling Mail Train, it has been prr)posed to introduce mu^ 
heavier cnj^ines along the line, and is it the case that work is actually in 
progress, which when completed will reduce the number of bridges and 
o-ulvcrts along the line and dam up many of the water-courses, such as the 
Narad, etc., in the neighbourhood of the Nature and Gopalpore Railway 
Stations, to save the cost of re-building the bridges and culverts which were 
meant for much lighter traflic, and is it also the case that the height of the 
existing bridges over navigable rivers along tlie line is lieing reduced with a 
view to av(nd necessary costs of construction of bridges fit for such heavy 
traffic? 

(i) Having regard to the fact tliat competent authorities attribute the 
prevalence of malarial fever and other epidemic diseases in many districts of 
liengal to, amongst other causi's, the obstruction of the natural drainage of the 
country by Railway embankments, and that malarial fever and cholera have 
been very jirovahuit along tln‘ line, particularly above and below Natore, has 
ti e Government of Bengal ])een consulted, and has this Government considered 
wliother the scheme of Railway re-constru(‘tion above referred to will not 
seriously alb ct the liealth of the people along the lin(‘ of the said Railway? 

(c) Will the Government la; pleased to state what ])rofit8 were made by the 
Northern Section of the Eastern Bengal State Railway during the year lhOd-04 
and during the last half year, and how much has been sanctioned for the work 
of rC'CO!ist]*iiction above refern^d to? Will tlu' Government be plens('d also to 
lay on tlio table a plan of the ro-construction showing the existing bridges and 
(‘ulverts and the proposed alterati!)n8? 

Idic Ilon’blc Mr. Horn replied : — 

‘M propose to answer together the questions (c) and which have been 
asked by the Hoirblo. Member. 

It is a fact that heavier engines have been lately introduced on the Metre 
Gauge Section of the Eastern liongal State Railway. The ty])e of engine has 
boon selected by the Standardization Committee appointed by the Secretary 
of State and it will in future be adopted on Metre Gauge lines. 

‘^d'ho girders on the Metre Gauge Section of tlie Eastern Bengal State 
Railway were constructed many years ago and w(‘re designed for fighter loads 
than those |)ermitted by present Standards. The work now in progn'ss on the 
Northern S(‘ction has boon undertaken in order to strengthen the bridges to 
admit of the unrestricted use of the new Standard Metre Gar^e Engines. 

Wliilc the girders are being altered or renewed, advantage is being taken 
to cut out sjians which the experi<‘iice of many years has showm to be redundant. 
(Certain girders are thercfor(‘ being reniovaal and the openings beneath 
them filled up. Tlicre are 22 bridges containing in all Ef2 openings. It 
is intended to fill up 81 of these openings; but in no instance will any bridge be 
clos('d or the passage hitherto pnivided for cattle or small boats be restricted. 

‘‘No water-courses whatever are to be dammed up or interfered with ; nor 
will the number of bridges and culverts be reduced, 

“Witli |;ogard to navigable rivers the girder alterations will affect the 
following rivers, viz,, the Burral, the Narud, the Gudar, the Pangul, and 
the Atrai. At the Burral, Godar, and Eangul rivers, the headway of the spans 
used for navigation is not being interfered with, but in spans not necessary 
to the navigation of the channels the girders are being lowered by 2 to 3 feet. 
At tlie Burral bridge which consists of 15 spans of 00 feet one span which is 
quite high and dry even in the flood season is being filled up. The Narud river 
has silted up to such an extent as to be useless except for very small boats. It 
contains two land spans of 40 feet and a centre span of 60 feet. The north 
span is quite dry and is being filled up. The centre span is being altered to 



1905 .] Questions and Ansfcers. 19 

[.1/r. Eorn; Mr. Chaudhuri ; Mr. Shirrez.'] 

two spans of riO feet. The south span is qiiito dry; but as a road passes under 
. it it will be retained. The girders on the Nariui bridge are to be lowered 
about 3 feot, as the headway originally provided for boats of considerable size is 
not now rtMjuired. The Atrai IJrid^e is being lowered 3 feet with the consent 
of the District Magistrate. The lieadway of 15 feet abovt* highest, flood level 
is greater than that provided at many more important river (uossings on the 
Metre Gauge Section. 

• ic). — Se[)arate accounts are not kept for the Northern Section as distinct 

from the other Metre Gauge portions of the Eastern Bcuigal State Hail way 
system. I would refer the Hon'blo Member to the Annual Administration 
Report for tlu‘ calendar year 1903, Appendix 12, pages 48 iu\d 49 Tho 
report for 190 ^ lias not yet been published. Tne figurt3s for the half-year 
ending the 3 1 St Decemlje]-, 1904 , are not vot available. 'The approximate' cost 
of the alterations now in progress is Rs. 97,000, which is only part of a 
three years' programme. The (‘stimate for strengthening the girdt'rs, wliidi 
amounts to Rs. 2,74,000, ha.s been approved by the Governim'nt of India. 

‘‘No general plan of the n'-construction has been jirepared, ns only 
detailed drawings of the girders for the various bridges are necessary to admit 
of the carrying out of the work.” 

J^XrKNDITUKE ON PLAGUE AND MALARIA 

Tlie Ilon’blo Mr. DjiAUDiiuia asked: — 

Will tlu‘ Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing tlie diutlis from plagiK' and from malarious fever in Ihmgjil for 
190G.01, ]9()10j, 1902-03, 1903-04 and the money spent out of the pul)li(‘ funds 
on measures, precautionary or othe^wi^e, in respect of plague and malarious 
fever, res])e( ti vel) ? 

The Iloii'ble Sin. SiiriiRKs replied ; — 

A statement has been placed on the table sliowing, for the viairs r(*f(‘rrod 
to, tlie r(*f)orted (b'aths from ‘ [dague ’ and Mover.' How many of the 
deaths under the latter lu'ad were due to malaria is not known, but it may bo 
mentioned that in Dinajpur Captain Rogers (iiujuired into the cause of deatli in 
1,000 cases attiibuted to fever and found tliat death was due to malaria in only 
31*8 p* r cent, of the cases. 

Idle accounts ?lo not com]detely separate the expenditure on plague, h\it 
tlie information, so far as it is available, is also shown. The exp‘nidiiuro on 
account of inajaria cannot bo s('pjirat(dy given. It would liavo to include not 
only tlie cost of producing and distributing (piiniiie but a large part of the 
cx})enditure ^incurred under the iieads of Mnediear ‘sanitation’ and 
‘ drainage.’ 

Sf/tf cmi itt /'ff'frrd /o in f/n- n/joi'H auHJcrr, 


19c»]-(»2. I!»(i2-03. i 1903-04, 


.Total Ji-atliP liom j>lague 
Total de.'ths from fover 


ri,78.1(fl: 


39,181 02,05'. 01,790 


... 1,099, .137 1,587.225 1 1,743,0.')3 j 1,010,795 


1,;0.!)44 


Ej-j). uditun un jdajur. | Us. j j 

' ^ ' 
^From Provincial Uevcnucs ... 3,20,519 j 1,37,444' 72,087! 00,205 

„ District Funds ... ... 1,;0,!)44 | 90,310 j 14,973 i 7,581 

„ District Jioad FuiidB ... ; 20 < Ih) 

„ District Road Accounts ' 182 ! (fj) 

,, Municipal Fund (excluding (c) '{«)!' (t) 23 024 

(.'filfuttn Municipality). j ' * 

„ Calcutta Municipal Fund ... 2,50,147 i 2,97,002 1 1,62,289 1,42,339 


90,310 i 14,973 i 7,581((0 
1 20 i (5) 

1S2 I (5; 

{«) I (<-■) 23,024 


(a) In ad-iition to tlio«e there i*"ore deAlht from suepicicuif 
.No; available 

{c) Not shown aoparateW. The for 1903 04 wore ji^iTeu in cooeequeuce of orden in parairrAob 35 of the Annual 

Ooremnicnt Rceolntion on Mufoeeil Maujcif-alitioe for 1902 - 03 . o ww AnniAl 

• (</; Fj^ree for the finrt na tcunthi only. 
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\^Babu Amhika Charan Mazumdar; Mr. Shi t res ; Babu Bhupendra Nath Bazu!] 
SALARIES OF MINISTERIAL OFFICERS. 

The Ilon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar saitl : — 

It appears from the Financial Statement for the year 1904-05 that a 
Bum of four lakhs of rupees was provided therein for the increase of the 
salaries of Ministerial Officers, and in cmirse of the debate which took place 
upon the Statement on the 16th April, 1904, it was stated on behalf of the 
Government that irupdries had been made and schemes submitted to the^, 
Government of India in connection with such provision. His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor was further pleased to observ e that the matter which had 
his cordial sympathy ‘’will receive tlie closest attention from tlie Bengal 
Government during tnis year.” Now that tlie year is drawing to its close may 
I inquire — 

(a) whether this Govern nmnt has received the sanction of the Govern- 
ment of India to the schemes above referred to? 

{h) if so, will the Government bo pleased to state when these hard- 
worked and ill-paid ministerial officers are likely to obtain the 
relief contemplated by the above provision? 

(c) if the Government of India have not yet accorded such sanction, 
will the Government be jileased to inform the Council w^hat the 
schemes are and what further action it proposes to take with a 
view to give effect to them ? 

The Hon’blc Mr. SiintRES rcjilied: — 

“ The scheme has not yet been sanctioned. The Government of India 
find that there are certain matters to he cleared up before they can submit it 
to the Secretary of State. Government rt'grets the neC(*ssity for delay ; for it 
is very desirous of seeing a sound scheme carried through.” 

LEVY OF ROAD CESS AND INCOME-TAX ON NON-ACiRICULTUKAL LANDS, ETC. 

The Hon’blo Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar asked: — 

(a) Is the Government aware that tl;e value of all Ad/, fair, homestead 
and other non agricultural lands is availed of for the purposes of assessment of 
both the road cess as well us the income-tax ? And will the Government be 
pleased to consider whether the levying of both these taxefs upon the same land 
is or is not illegal and inequitable ? 

(b) Has the attention of the Government been called to t ie case of Umed 
Rasul Shaha Fakir vs. Anath Bandhti Choudknry decided ly the Calcutta 
High Court (Rampini and Gupta, JJ.) and reported in 28 I. L. !(,. (Cal.) 037, 
in which it has been distinctly held that the Board’s Rule No. 33 of 1900 
under whicli the road cess is levied upon such lands is ultra vires*^ And 
even apart from this decision, will the Government, in consideration of the 
manifest hardship which it entails on the tax-payers, be pleased to order the 
withdrawal or modification of the said or any subsequent similar rules of the 
Board of Revenue ? 

The Hon'ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu asked : — 

(a) Does the Government levy both income-tax and road cess in respect 
of lands where hdts and mvlas are held? 

(i) Has the attention of Government boon drawn to the iiiling reported 
in I. L. R., 28 Cal., p. 637, w'here the High Court has held that the rule of the 
Board of Revenue directing payment of cess in respect of profits of hdts and < 
fairs is ultra vires ? 

(c) Has the rule abovementioned been abrogated? If not, will the 
Government bo pleased to direct that the said rule be withdrawn ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Shirres replied : — 

*‘(a) It will be seen from section 5(a) of the Income Tax Act and section 6 
of the Road Cess Act that the law contemplates the payment both of income*tax 
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and of cesses in r^'spect of rent or revenue derived from land which is not used 
for agricultural |)urpoi‘es. The Lieutenant-Governor does not regard tliuso 
|>rovi8ions of the law as inequitable. 

^^{b) The ]5oard\s Rule No. nf 19(»0 which was declared by the ruling of • 
the High Court to be c/r< v was, under tlio advice of the Legal Remem- 

brancer, sujxjrseded by the Board's Rcvimue Circular Ni>. ‘J ot March, 1902. 
The High Court ruled that the profits of a nirfd au' not assessable to Road Cess. 
This had always been accepted liy the Hoard and the assessment animadverted 
\ 4 p 0 n bv the High Court was contrary to the Hoard’s inbaition. A revistal 
circular was issuea to make it more clear that only the nmt cun be asscsst'd to 
Road and Public ^Vorks ( lesses. The Lieutenant-Govt'rnor dot s not j)ro[)oso 
to order the modilication or withdrawal of their circular.’’ 

J.fCPKNSKS (IF WITNKSSKS IN CIMMINAL COFIUS 

The ITon’blo PiAiar Amiuka (hiAKAN Mazi mdah sjiid : — 

May 1 invite the attention of tln^ Govt'rnment to the K’evisi'd ruh’s 
for the payment on tin' part of the (iovernnn'nt of the ( Xpenses of tin* complain- 
ants and witnessi ^ attending tlie Criminal Courts ' passinl in ISPo*'* Tliesc 
ruh'S pnn’ide diet allowances at the rates of only 2 annas (Un)i for ordinary 
labouring classics and 4 annns only for Indians of higher rank in lile, which in 
thesis days of tiigh prices all round an' hardly siiflicient ('vmi for an ordinary 
single meal of an individual of tin* rospi'ctivi' classes for whom llu'so rates are 
int(‘nd(‘d, and whieli proliably also account to some ('xtent for tiu' nn willingness 
of witiu'ssc's in accepting summons of the (Viminal Courts. Under the 
circumstanei's will tin' Covt'inment lie ph^asi'd to <'onsider the present iinnhv 
(juaev of thos(‘ rates and n'vise tin* afori'said ruhxs so as to provide a suitable 
rate for tin' diet and other^ allowain'es of t ln'si* people 

d’tn* lloii'hle J\Ik. Cakiaia replied. — 

*• Tile Ihmgal Government has already institutc'd (unjuiries as to tin* 
adtjqunex of the rates now Jillowc'd (*n account of comjilainunts and witin'ssi's 
attt'inling tlie Criminiil (y\)urts so far as the lalxniring classi's arc* conci'rin'd. 

It will extend its einjuiries to the (juestioii of the rates allowed to other 
ciassi s.’’ 


LANDLOIiDS FKKS. 

d'ho TIon'hle H/Mir Amiiika (huiiAN Ma/umdak said: — 

in to iny (jm?stion about tin* “ Landlords’ ft'es lu'ld in d(q>osit ’’ 

asked at a meeting of tin* Council held on fin* Ttli January, JJOo, the Ilon’hlc*- 
Mr. Karl(' said that thoso dejiosits ^Uj(*conn‘ tin* propertv’ of (Government by 
lapse* of tiiin**’ anrt aic ineorjrorated with tin* Ib'ovincmi Ke vemn^s fd Covern- 
ment fo'i- meeting its ordinary ('Xjx'inlituiaj. 

Will^tln* Tjovernnx'nt lie jileased to stati* — 

[a] undt'r whnt law and by what hi[)s(^ of lime tiu'se (biposits hav(' 
beeoino th(' pi’ojierly of Government 'f 

(//) whether these di'posits are not trust property k('])t in th^ hand of 
Goveiiiment Ijy tenants for payment to their landlords, and as 
such are ineajruble of being fortidted to (Jovei'nment by iiny lairse 
id tune? 

(c) wlu ther any demand for payment has yvt be( n made by any of tin.* 
payees in case of any of the deposit.s ref<;rred to in’ inv* ijaestion 
alluded to above 

(<i) will the Gijvernnient be pl(3U8ed to take the opinion of its Legal 
advisers as to xxhether those deposit.s have or can legally ben-ome 
the property of Gi^verniuent, and as to whether they ar'- not 
still liable to be either paid to the landlords or refunded to tbe 
tenants when demands may be made by either of them ? 
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The Iloii'ble Mb. Earh. replied: — 

“(1) The question of the Hon’ble Member seems to be based upon a 
inisapprehensiou. If he will peruse a^^ain the reply which I gave to the 
(juostif>n asked at the meeting of this Council held on the 7th January, 190fi, 
he will <J)serve that I did not say, as he alleges, that landlords’ fe?8 ‘ become 
the property of Government by lapse of time,’ and thus form part of the 
consolidated revenue of the i^rovincial Government which is required to meet 
its ordinary expenditure. What I said was that, ‘in so far as these deposits 
become the property of Government by lapse of time, they form part of the 
consolidated revenue of the Provincial Government, which is required to meet 
its ordinary expenditure.’ That reply was given after legal advice had been 
taken as to the circumstances in which these h'os may becorco the property of 
Goverament ; and the Lieutenant-Governor is not prepared to enter into further 
disciuisition on the subject. 

“(2) Government has no information whether any tenant has ever applied 
for the refund of any raoiu^y deposited by him as a landlord’s fee. Applications 
are made from time to time by landlords for fees deposited in their favour, and, 
when they are found to be valid, payments are made. 

“ (3) It may be added that, if it wore hold that these deposits are money 
h(‘ld in trust for others by Government, the previous suggestion made by the 
lloTi’blo Member on the 7tli Jamuiry, 1905, tliat Government should divert 
them for the benefit of District Boards, could not be entertained.” 

THE SITUOUDINATK EXECUTIVE SERVICE. 

The Ilon’blc Babu Ambika Chauan Mazumdar asked : — 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 
the names, age, race, and the educational qiiiilitications (?‘. e., whether passed 
the University Untrance, F.A., B.A , or M.A. examinations), the past services 
and other recommendations, if any, of each and all of the persons who have 
been admitted into the Subordinate Executive Service as Deputy Collectors 
and Sub-Deputy Collectors under its recent Kos olution No. 5G49A., dated the 
20th December, 1904, by which the test of competitive examination for the 
reiTultuKUit of such service has been withdrawn ? 

'Flu* Ilon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied: — 

“No one has yet been admitted into the Subordinate Executive Service 
under tiie Ivesolutiou referred to. If the Hon’ble Member had read the rules 
annexed to tlio Resolution, lie would have seen that nominations will not be 
receivt^d under its provisions until Jst October next.” 

THE VICTORIA JUTE MILLS 

The Ilon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Bash asked ; — 

Has the Government exempted the Victoria Jute Jlill promises of 
Messrs. I hoinas Duff & Co. within the Bhadroswar Municipality from the 
provisions of Dart IX of the Bengal Municipal Act? If not, will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state wdiy no latrine-fee has been collected for th(^ said 
Mill jiremises since first quarter of 1904 ? Is the Chairmau of tho said 
Municipality an employe of the said Company ? 

The lloivble Mr. Suirrej? replied : — 

“ To the first part of tho question the answer is in tho negative and 
to the third part in the affirmative. Regarding the second part the Govern- 
ment has no information. Tho information may be obtained by means of a 
question at a meeting of tho Municipal Commissioners or from an examination 
of the accounts, which, under section 71 of the Bengal Municipal Act, 18b4, 
are open to tho inspection of any tax -payer.” 
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SEPTIC TANKS AT SHAMNA(3AH 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Barit asked : — 

Will the Government bo pleased to state whether there are septic tanks 
use at the Shamna^ar or Telinij^arah Jute Mills of the same Messrs. Thomas 
Puff & Co. ? Are these installations situated much nearer to the Palta 
Water-works intake than any otluT inspected by the Septic Tank Committee? 
If so, why were not these installations inspected by the said Committee? 

Tiie Ilon’bre Mr. Suirrks replied : — 

‘‘The Ilon'ble Member must b(' referred to the Report of the Committee 
for tlie reasons which governed the selection of the Mills they visited.” 

THE BENGAL SMOKE-NUISANCES BILL, 1904. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle moved that the time for the preparation of tlio 
Report of the Select Committee or» ilit^ Bill to amend the law relating to the 
abatement of nuisances arising from tlie smoke of furnaces or fire-places in 
the town and suburbs of Calcutta and in Howrah, and to provide for the 
extension thereof to other ;ireas in Bengal, bo further extended to the 4th 
Marcli next, lie said : — 

“ All the replies have not yet been received and it i.s very desirable that 
tlie Select Committee should not begin work until they all come in.” 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 


TIIE SUNDARBANS BILL, 1904. 

The Hon’blc Mr. Hare presented the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bill to prf)vifle for the abolition of tho office of Commissioner in 
the Sundarbans. lie said : — 

“The 1^3port requires no remarks from me. It is full and complete in 
itself, so I merely make this application.” 

TIIE UENGAL liEI'EALING BILL, 1900. 

Tho Ilon’hlft Mr. Earle tnovod for leavt' to introduce a Bill to rej^eal the 
Beiij,'al (Jontagious Disoases (Animals) Act, 18»0. Hi- said ; — 

“I heg for li'avo to introduce into tho Council the Bengal Repealing 
Act, U*0o. A« Ilon’ble Members will gather from the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons, the purport of tho Bill is to withdraw the Bengal Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act, 1880, from all the areas within which that Act 
w at present in forci- and to introduce into those areas the Glanders and 
Farcy Act, 1899. Tho Bengal Act of 1880 applies, by virtue of section 1 
Calcutta as defined by the notification of tho 10th September! 
1877. It has been extended, by^ orders published under section 14 to 
portions of Ilowrah, Sonepur, Kalimpong and Barhapur, its application 
bemg hnuted in the case of the last three places to the periods during 
which fai« are held there. When the Bill now under consideration becomes 
a! • “ will bo extended by notification to all those places, 

lhat Art 18 gradually being extended to all districts of tho Province; and 
it has already been introduced mto all the districts of the Patna Division, 
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tho Sontlial Tar^mnas, Dacca, Burdvvari and llooglily, besides several miinici- 
palities. 

The Bengal Act of 1880 has been found in practice to be wholly 
inclfectual in checking tlie spread of contagious and infectious diseases 
amongst animals. In the first place its working depends entirely upon 
the initiative of the police ; and police officers have neither the technical 
knowledge to enables them to detect the existence of tho diseases referred 
to, nor the time recjuircd for coping successfully with them. On the 
oth(!r hand, under Act Xlll of 1809 specially qualified wliole-tiim 
r)flicer8 will be employed to carry out work under tho Act under the 
supervision of the Superintendent of the Veterinary Department. In 
tho next place, tho power of entry and search conferred by section 7 of the 
Bengal Act is altogether insufficient. That section lays down tfiat an Inspector 
of Police must have reasonable grounds for supposing that a horse is 
afTected with dis('ase or has lately been so infecied before he can make 
a 8(;arch in any place. This condition alone makes th(' Act impracti- 
cablCj inasmuch as it is only by actual examination that it is possibh* 
to form an opinion whether an animal is or is not diseased. Sections 
and 7 of Act XIII of 1899 give the requisite powers in this respect. 
Thirdly, the Bengal Act makes no provision for dealing with animals 
that have been in contact witli diseased horses. This is a serious omis- 
sion which is made good by section 11 of the India Act. 

I think tliat I liave said (juite enough to show that Act XIII 
of 1899 is su|)erior ro the Ikuigal Act in ess(‘ntial icatt('rH. The lu'ed of 
introducing it into ('alcutta, Howrah and tluj neighbouring municipalities 
has long boon recognised as a V('ry pressing want. There is (’verv 
reason to b{‘Iiev(‘ that glanders is far more rif(‘ than is apparent from 

the st.atiHti(%s yet collected; and even th(‘S(‘ arc* sufiicnently sc'rious to make* 
preventive measures cssc^ntial. 'Idle difficulty of introducing the Act liitherto 
lias been the want of funds for the purpose. It has \erj ])rop('rh' bc'en 

lield that it was useless to introduce* the Act into a big city liko Calcutta 

until it had beam found j)ossible to provide; funds for a reiillv edliedcnt 
and trustwortliy staff. la this re‘sp(*ct it is j)rc>pos(*el to follow dlie exam- 
ple of B()m])ay (dty, wherci the disc'ases referrea] to leave be-eii suj>pr(\sseei 
without friedion owing to the (‘ffiedemey (d‘ tho staff imijelove el. In (dde‘utta 
and its neighbourhood th(*re will be apj)oint(‘ci om* Chief In>})ecf(U, who 
will also Ijo a V(‘terinary Tractitione'r, and se*ve'n Jnsjeectors, who will 
also be Veteriiirny Practitioneu-s. These* men will work under the* imme- 

diate control of the* Hujeerinleiukiit of the* Veterinary Deqeartment at 
Belgatchia. Whoa rulers are fraau*d uador section J4 of the Act, the rules 
wdiich have worked with coas]>i(’uous success iu Bombay will be adopted as 
far as })racticable. 

w’ould invite attention to section (> of the B(‘ngal Act. Under 
section () of that Act, wliem a hospital for contagious diseases is establish- 
ed ia Caleutta, tlie e‘xpe‘nses of the same* shall, scj far as is neeessary, 
bo a first charge on the* surplus lees levied on the registration of Imcknev- 
carriages uude*r Bengal Act V of ISdO. ddiere- was a hospital of tliis kind 
in Calcutta up to the year i901; but iu timt ye‘ar it avas removed to 
Belgatchia, tlie CdiUmtta Corpe^ration consenting to ymy a sum cd‘ Us. lb a 
month towards the e-ost of the* (*8tabli>liim nt maintained in eonnection w ith 
that institution. It is not thought necessary to retain this section and 
the (‘omiected sections, inasnuu‘h as there is no prospect of bringin 

o the 

liospital for cimtugiou.s diseases back to Calcutta. 

“Unstly, on general gnmnds, it is very undesirabh* to retain the Bengal 
Act on the Statute^ Book on tlie introduction of the India Act, because 
if it were so retained, there would be two co-ordinate agiuicies working 
under dilferent Acts in tlie same area, viz., the jioliee working under the 
Commissioner of l^olico under the former Act and tlie bjiecial Insjiectors 
working under tho Superintendent of the Veterinary De]>artment under the 
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latter Act. These are all the remarks that I consider it necessary to make 

oa the present occasion.’’ 

ft 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

« 

The Ilon'blo Mr. Earle introduced the Bill and moved that it be read in 
Council. 

“ The Motion was put and agreed to, and the Bill was read accordingly. 

The Council was then adjourned to Saturday, the 4th March, 190o. 

Calcutta ; \ • L. C. ADAMl, 

m cut Mruary, UOl. ) 


Is. S. FrMio83SG«'30(>-22>3>ie0e. 




Abstract of the Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant- Governor of Bengaly 
assembled under the provisions of the Indian Councils Acts^ 1861 and 189:B» 

The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 4th March, 
1905, at 12-;i0 r.M. 

f) V c 3 f n t : 

The Hon’ble Sik Andkew Fea 31 ::r, k.c.s.i., Lieutonant-Goveraor of Benfjal, 
presiding. 

The Ron'blo Mb. L. Hare, c.i.e. 

The llon’blo Mb. K. G. Gupta. 

The llon’blo Mr. B. L. Gupta. 

The Ilon'blc Mr. I*. O’Kineai.y, Advocate-General of Bengal. 

Tlio Hoii’blo Mr. E. W. Collin. 

The Ilon’ble Mu. R, W. CaPvLyle, c.i.e. 

The llon’bh; Mu. W. A. Inulis. 

'i'lie llou’ble Mu. L. I*. Siiikueh. 

The lion’ble Mu. A. Earle. 

The Iloirblc Mu. K. T, Greeu, c.s.u 

The Ilon’blo B.vbu Kali J^ada (Jnosn, m.a., ill. 

Th«! lloii’blo Bauu Biiopeniira Nath Basu, m.a., b.l. 

The llon'ble Babu Salicium SiN(jn. 

The^ilon’ble Mu. C. F. Larmour. 

The llon'ble Mu. A. A. Apcar. 

The llon'ble Babu Aaibika Cjiaran Mazlmdak. 

The llon’ble Mu. J. Ciiaudhuut, m.a. 

The Hon’blo Asif Kadk S-UYIij Wasif Ali Mibza, of MurHhidabad. 

The llon’ble Raja Ban Beuaki Kapur, c.b.i. 


NEW MEMBER. 




Ahitract of the Proceedings of the Conncil of the Lieutenant- Oovertior of Bengal^ 
assembkd under the pro uisims of the Indian Councils Acts^ 1861 and 1392, 

The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 4th March, 
1905, at r.M. 

r c c c tt t : 

The Hon^ble Sib Andrew Fraser, k.c.s.e, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
presiding. 

The Hou'blo Mr. L. Hare, c.i.e. 

The rion'blo Mr. K. G. Gupta. 

The Ilon’blo Mr. 13. L. Gupta. 

The Ilon'ble Mr. P. O'Kinealy, Advocato-Goncral of Bengal. 

The noii’blo Mr. E. W. Collin. 

The Ilon’ble Mr. R. W. Carlyle, c.i.e. 

The llon’ble Mr. W. A. Inglis. 

Idle lloii'ble Mu. L. P. Shirres. 

The Ilon'ldc Mr. A. Earle. 

The llon'ble Mu. R. T. Greer, c.s.i. 

Tlio Hon’blo li.viiu Kam Pada Giiosri, m.a., ii.l. 

The Ilun’blo Bahtj l)nori:\iii;A Nath Basu, m.a., b.l. 

The Ilon'ble Bari; Saltgram Sincjii. 

The*iIon’ble Mr. C. F. Larmour. 

The IJon’ble Mr. A. A. Ai»car. 

The llon’ble Babu Aaibika Charan Mazumdail 
T he llon’ble Mr. J. Chaudhurt, m.a. 

The Hon’ble Asif Kadr Saiyid Wasif Alt Mibza, of Morshidabad. 

The Hon’ble Raja Ban Behaki Kapur, c.s.j. 

NEW MEMBER. 

The Hon’bl© Mb. Inglis took his seat in Council* 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

DREDGING OP THE BHAGIEATHI EIVEK. 

The Ilon’ble Asip Kadk Saiyid Wasip Au Mieza asked ; — 

(a) Is the Government going to take any stops, without further delay, 
for using dredgers for the improvement of the river Bhagirathi and Hooghly,- 
as it lias recognised the miserable condition of the river during the dry season ? 

(b) Docs the Government consider that the necessity for the use of 
dredgers has ceased owing to the facility of communication likely to be secured 
by tlie opening of the lianaghat-Katihar lino ? 

(c) Does not tlie Government consider it desirable and necessary to remove 
the existing shoals and to secure a navigable channel with current throughout 
the year for the improvement of the sanitary condition of the large tracts 
through which the river runs ? 

('/) Does not the Government share the views of. experts who believe that 
the Port of Calcutta would be materially prejudiced if the channel of the 
Bhagirathi and Ilooghly bo not properly improved and maintained? 

(e) Is the Government aware that the merchants and traders carrying on 
inland trade prefer erirrying their articles by river to railway, and does not the 
Governtuont believe that, Jiotvvithstanding tno facilities of connection to be had 
by the opening of tho Ranaghat-Katihar line, the river traffic would increase to 
a considerable degree if the Bhagirathi-Hooghly river be made navigable 
throu^'hout the year ? 

(/) If the Government bo not prepared to make use of dredgers for 
improving the channel, would tho Government be pleased to direct its officer 
in cliargo of the Nadia Rivers Division to make more extensive use of 
corrugated iron shoots and sd/ posts in the Handel works instead of bamboo 
mats and bamboo ])osts ? 

Tho llon'ble Ma. Ikolis r<‘plied ; — 

• “ It will bo convenient if I an.swer cpiestions («), f/i) and (c) together. 

“ 1 ho jiroposal to keej) the Bhagirathi open for navigation throughout the 
your by means of largo suction dredgers has never been seriously contemplated 
by this Government. Admitting that the scheme were practicable from an 
engineering point of view it would certainly be prohibitive on account of its 
great cost; and in view of the largo expenditure which will shortly be incurred 
in the devclo|nnont of tho railway systems near the river, it is highly 
improbable that the Government of India would sanction further oxpendhure 
in order to increase still furtlier the means of conimunicatiou with Calcutta for 
the Ganges traffic. 

“A project for establishing direct water communication between Madareo- 
pore and Khulna has recently been submitted to tho Government of India 
for sanction. In tho estimate provision is made fur tho purchase of a largo 
suction dredger. If tho estimate is approved by tho tjecretary of ■ State it will 
bo possible to have the machine landed in India in the course of next year. 
It is the iuteulion of Government to experiment with this dredger in remov- 
ing tho extensive shoal wl.ich has formed at the entrance of the Bhagirathi : 
should tho experiuient prove successful there is reason to believe that a good 
supply of fresh water will be assured in tho uiiper parts of tho river during 
tho hot weather months. ' ® 

‘•The answer to (Jj is in the negative. 

“ (c) It is not tho cvpericncoof this Government that merchants and traders 
prefer carrying their articles by river to railways. Since the Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway and the South Bihar Railway came into competition with the Orissa 
C^auals, the Orissa Coast Canal, thoMidnaporo and the Sono Canals, the receipts 
from lolls ill these canals have decreased by fifty per cent. ^ 

“(/■) An experiment was made last year to train the shoals in the Nadia 

rivers by using corrugated iron sheets instead of mats in the preparation of the 
bundels. ^ 

“ It has been decided not to continue the experiment as the results obtained 
wore not commensurate with the cost incurred.” 


EtDUCTlON OF 


THE TltAFFIC STAFF ON THE EASTEUN BENGAL STATE 

kailway. 


which 


The Hon’blo Babu Ambika Cuakan Mazumdar asked 

(a) UastJiP-'Jrtrwtion of the Government been called to two parairraDhs 
ich appealed m iUBcnyaka of the 2l8t September last and in the 
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[^Babu Ambika Char an Mazxmdar ; Mr. InglU; Mr. Shirr 

of the same date, in both of which it was stated that it was in contomplalion to 
reduce the numerical strength of the Traffic Staff of the Eastern Bengal State 
Hallway ? Has the Government been yet consulted in the matter ? And before 
any such reduction is sanctioned, will the Government be pleased thoroughly 
lo consider the inexpediency of such a step particularly in view of the effect 
which such reductions may have on chances of accidents which are not un- 
known on this Railway ? 

* (i) Will the Government, in view of the heavy traffic on this Railway and 

tho risks attendant thereon, bt^ further pleased to consider the propriety of 
extending the double lines from PoruJah to Rujbari ? 

The Hon^blo JIu. In(;lis replied : — 

‘‘(a) No general reduction of traffic staff on tho Eastern Bengal State 
Railway has be<m carried out or is contemplated ; but from time to time tho 
traflic staff at the various stations on tho systom is adjusted by rtvsponsiblo 
officers to the strength which is (M)iisidored by them to be necessary for tlio safe 
and efficient working of tlio traflic. 

‘^Settlement of the details of tho traflic statf to bo employed at each station 
is entrusted by Governmout to the Munager of tho Railway. 

N(> spocial risks are entailed iu working tho traffic on the Poradali- 
Rajbari single line, ami the lino is capable of dealing with a heavier tratlic 
than now ever pas.scs over it.’' 


INCOMK.TAX IN Tin: niSTRlCTS OF HFXGAL FOR 1901.1906. 

The Ilon’blo Baiju Amiuka Ciiaran Mazumdar asked : — 

Will the Government h<) jileasod to call for and lay on tho table a 
statement contuiiiing tli(‘ following particulars regarding the assossinont of 
income-tax in each district for the years 1901.11)0:^, 1902-190:1, 190;M«04 
and 1901-190o, in the subjoined or any other form that may be found 
convenient ? : — 


Name of district — 

1. Number of QRse8«ooh with income not less than 

lis. Ooi), but lei-s than 750 

2. Number ot [ifisef-Reee inenrno not, lees than 

Rs. 750 , but loss than 1,000 
'h Number of abseescoe with inroiuo not loss than 
Us. 1,000, but lees than U*'. 1,250 

4. Number of aseesseee wdtb income not Ices tlian 

Rs. 1,250, but less than Us, 1,500 

5, Number of assesscjee with incrmio not less than 

^te. 1,500, but less fhau Us. 1,750 

0. Number of aesesseee with income not loss than 
Us. 1,750, but less than Its. 2,000 

Total Income-tax absossed for tho yoar in each 
dietrict 


11)01-02. 


im-oa. 


Name of district — 

1. Number of asseseeee with inoomo not less than 

IU l,0ia>, but less than Us. 1,250 

2. Number of oeees.seee with income not less than 

Ue. 1,250, but less than Us. 1*500 

3. Number of asbCtseoB with income not loss than 

lie. l,5oO, but less than Us 1,750 

4. Number of asses»**ee with income not lose than 

Rs. 1,750, but lees than Us. 2,000 

Total Income-tax asbeeeed for the year in each 
diatriut 






The Hon’ble Mr. SaiRRts replied : — 

“A statement giving the information asked for by the Hon’ble Member for 
le years 1901-190^, 19U2*i9U<3 and 19UIi-1904 has been laid upon the table . 
kunplete figures for 1904*1905 ate not yet available.” 



28 QuesUons and Amwers. [4th Maece, 

[AsifKadr Saiyid Wasif Ali Mirza ; Mr. Inglis; Bahu Amhika Charan Mazumdar!] 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

DREDGING OF THE BHAGIEATHI EIVER. 

The Ilon’ble Asif Kadr Saiyid Wasif Ali Mieza asked : — 

[a) Is the Government going to take any stops, without further delay, 
for using dredgers for the improvement of the river Bhagirathi and Hooghly,^ 
as it has recognised the miserable condition of the river during the dry season ? 

[b) Does the Government consider that the necessity for the use of 
dredgers has ceased owing to the facility of communication likely to be secured 
l)y the opening of the Ranaghat-Katihar line ? 

(6') Does not the Government consider it desirable and necessary to remote 
the existing shoals and to secure a navigable channel with current throughout 
the year for the improvement of the sanitary condition of the large tracts 
through which the river runs ? 

[d) Does not the Government share the views of. experts who believe that 
the Port of Calcutta would bo materially prejudiced if the channel of the 
Bhagirathi and llooghly bo not ])roperly improved and maintained? 

[c) Is the Government aware tliat the merchants and traders carrying on 
inland trade prefer cjirrying their articles by river to railway, and does not the 
Government believe that, notwithstanding the facilities of connection to be had 
by the opening of the Ranaghat-Katihar lino, the river traffic would increase to 
a considerable degree if the Bhagirathi-Hooghly river be made navigable 
throu^diout the year V 

(/) If the Government bo not prepared to make use of dredgers for 
improving tlio channel, would the Government be pleased to direct its officer 
in charge of the Nadia Rivers Division to make more extensive use of 
corrugat(?(l iron stieots and posts in the Handel works instead of bamboo 
mats and bamboo posts ? 

Th() Jlon’ble Mu. Incus replied : — 

• It will bo convenient if 1 answer questions (a), (h) and (t) together. 

“ Tlie proposal to keejithe Bhagirallii open for navigation throughout the 
year by means of large suction dredgers has never been seriously contemplated 
by this Government. Admitting that tlie scheme were practicable from an 
engineering point of vir'w it would certainly be prohibitive on account of its 
great cost; and in view of the largo expenditure which will shortly bo incurred 
in the development of the railway systems near the river, it is highly 
iniprobabh^ that the Government of India would sanction further expenditure 
in or(k r to increase still further the means of commuiiication with Calcutta for 
tlie Ganges traffic. 

‘‘A project for establishing direct water communication between Madareo- 
poro and Khulna has recently been submitted to the Government of India 
for sanction. In the estimate provision is made for the purchase of a large 
suction dredger. If the estimate is approved hy the Secretary of State it will 
be possible to have the machine landed in India in the coui'so of next year. 
It is the intention of Government to experiment with this dredger in remov- 
ing the extensive shoal wrieh has formed at the ontranco of the Bhagirathi : 
should the expcriuient prove successful there is reason to believe that a good 
supply of fresh water will be assured in the uj>per parts of tho river during 
the hot weather months. 

‘'The answer to {d) is in the negative. 

It is not the experience of this Government that merchants and traders 

f irofor carrying tlicir articles by river to railways. Since the Bengal-Nagpur 
vailway and the South Bihar Railway came into competition with the Orissa 
Canals, tho Orissa Coast Canal, the Slidnapore and the Sonc Canals, the receipts 
from tolls in these canals have decreased by fifty per cent. 

*' (/) An experiment was made last year to train the shoals in the Nadia ' 
rivers by using corrugated iron sheets instead of mats in the preparation of the 
bandelvS. 

“ It has been decided not to continue the experiment as the results obtained 
were not commensurate with the cost incurred.” 

REDUCTION OF THE TEAFFIC STAFF ON THE KASTEKN BENGAL STATE 

KAILWAY. 

The Hoif bio Babu Ambika Cuarak Mazdmdab asked : — 

(aj lias tha-attiation of the Government been called to two paragraphs 
which appealed in i^Bcngakc of the 21at September lost and in the TeUf^ph 
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[^Babu Ambiia Charan Mazumdar ; Mr, Inglis ; Mr. Shirre3.~] 

of the same date, in both of which it was stated that it was in contemplation to 
reduce the numerical strength of the Traffic Staff of the Eavstern Bengal State 
Ilailway ? Has the Government been yet consulted in the matter ? And before 
any such reduction is sanctioned, will the Govommont be pleased thoroughly 
to consider tho inexpediency of such a step particularly in view of the effect 
which such reductions may have on chances of accidoiits which are not un- 
known on this Railway ? 

{h) Will tho Govcrniuent, in view of tho heavy traffic on this Railway and 
the risks attendant thereon, bo further [doused to consider tho propriety of 
extending tho double lines from Porudah to Rajbari? 

The Hon'blo Mu. Ixtius replied : — 

‘‘(a) No general reduction of traffic staff on the Eastern Bengal State 
Railway has been carried out or is conteni[)Iatod ; but from time to time tho 
traffic staff at the various stations on tho system is adjusted by responsible 
officers to the strength wliieh is considered by them to be necessary for the safe 
and efficient working of tlio traffic. 

“Settlement of tho details of tho traffic staff to bo omj)loyed at each station 
is entrusted by (Tovernment to the Alunager of the Railway, 

“ (J) No special risks are entailed in working tho traffic on tlio Poradah- 
Rajbari single line, and tlio lino is capable of dealing with a heavier trallic 
than now ever passes over it.’^ 

INa).ME.TAX IN TIIK DISTIUCTS OF lUCNGAL FOR 1901-1906 

The Ilon’blo Badu Ambika Charan Mazumoar asked ; — 

Will the Government pleased to call for and lay on the fable a 
statement containing the bdlowing particulars regarding the assessment of 
income-tax in each district for tliu years 19()l-llj0x?, 1902-1909, 19O9-l<0O4 

and 1901-190.'), in the subjoined or any other form that may bo found 
convenient ? : — 


Name of dihtrict — 

1. Numbor of asses-ieoH with income not loss tlian 

Its. .000, but less than Its. 700 

2. Number oi assohsees witli ineoTin» not loss than 

Its. 70(), but b‘ss than Its. 1,000 

0. Number of assttssees w'ith income not loss than 
Rs. 1,000, blit less than Its. 1,200 
4. Number of assessooB w'itb income not loss than 
its. l,20O, but less than Its. 1,000 
0. Number of assessoes with income not less than 
Itts, 1,000, but less ihaii Its, 1,700 
0. Number of asaesseos witli income not loss than 
Rb. 1,700, but less than Its. 2,e(>0 


ltmi.02 


Total Income-tax assessed for the year in each 
district 


im-oy. 


Name of district — 

1. Number of assesseos with income not leas than 

Ra l,Oeo, but less than Rs. 1,200 

2. Number of assej^soes with income not less than 

Ra. 1,200, but less than R». 1*500 

3. Number of aBfae^8oe8 with income not loss than 

lis. 1 , 500 , but less than Rs 1,750 

4. Number of afesess^es with income not loss than 

Rs. 1,750, but less than Rs. 2,000 

Total Income-tax assessed for tho year in each 
district 




The Hon’ble Mb. SniBBts replied: — 

“A statement giving the information asked for by the Hon’ble Member for 
•^e years 1901-190;^, 1902-1903 and 1903-1904 has been laid upon the table . 
Complete figures for 1904*1905 ate not yet available.” 
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1905.3 Quesfions and Anstc^s* 

S^Bahu Amhica Char an Masumdar ; Mr^ EarU; Mr^ Chaudhurt ; Mr, Jmjlt.s ; 

Mr. Shir res.'] 


STRIKE IN THE GOVERNMENT SHELL FACTORY AT COSSIPORE. 

The Hoa’ble Baitj Amiuka Chi a ran Mazumdak asked : — 

Has the attentien of the Government been calletl to a paragraph in 
the Amrita Bojjr Patrika of the 17th Ft‘briiary, 11)05, in which it is stated 
that over three tliousaml workmen have stiuck work at the (Government Shell 
hactory at (^ossipore? Is it true, as stated in tht' said paragra])h, that the 
strike is due to the factory authorities having e\t(mded the working hours, from 
» N A.M. to 4 T.M., to 7-15 A..M. to 8-15 r.M. ? If so, will tlio Government be 
pleased to inform tlic Ct)uneil what action it has taken oi prop oses to take with 
a view to pacify the strike ? 


ddio llon’ble iMn. Earm: replied : 

T'he atfention of (Government had not br^tm drawn to the paragraph 
in cjuestion wdien the Iloiri>Ie Member put his (juestion. Inasmii(di as the 
Government Shell Factory at C'ossipon* is administertnl by ttio (iovernmont 
of Imlia through llie Director (General of Ordnaiict', tlu' Eieult>nant-Gov<'rnor 
<‘onfined liiinsedf to ase(‘rtaining tliat tin* strikers retunu'd to work after 
twci days and that the j)uMic j)eaei‘ was in no way endangcaaal 

liviLWAV lim: Ri: r\N i:i:n (joi'vlptr and skkvk^vnj. 

Th(‘ llon’ble Mi:. Fn.\ voiiejn a-ked: — 

Will the (joveiniueiit be pleased to sl.at(‘ wnat is being done with 
regaul to the jUMjiu'^ed railway between (* (>j>:tlpur and iSeiajgaiij V 

riie llon'ble Mi:. Jnc.ijs n^plied : - 

‘‘A suivt'y and (‘stiia:it(“ for a liin^ from near (iop.ilpur to Serajgaiij 
iiav(' biam eoinj»l(‘ted. d’lie line would lx* I!).] mih'S long to tln^ town of 8eraj- 
ganj, and, on th<- broad gaa^-e, i> I'st imatiei to cost G2 lakbs of j upei^s. An 
invi .sligation lias also laam in ide during the pr(‘S(‘nf <‘oM .s(‘Hson of the possibility 
d' extending tin* lino opposite .lagan:: thgnnge, the teiininus of the Djif'O/i 
system of iMilways. An (‘.sUinate of tin. cost of such an extcaision is now under 
orc'parition." 

RK'jriiNs rO' iiiRriis AND Di, x'lfis i\ Tilt: ins’iTMCTs (IF J i-issc > j: ic and Nadia 

AND IN 'rilL srU-DU ISION • )F WToRIC roi: FJ'u-.huG 

'The llon’hle Mil. (Jhaddii i'i:i asked; 

Will tlie (G(AA'riiment be jdeased to J.ay on the talde a talnilar 
statem(‘nt giving for the years lHt)I-lDD>, IHOO-lDD'b IDObODl, Ib()l-1DD5, 
the birdis lyid deatlis (and in the cas(.‘ of the latter, siiowlng in sepa ratt; (aihniins 
thos(^ duo to fever ami eliolera and tlie total nundx r (d' deaths and th(‘ n,te 
t/i/Ilr y.i th(' ilistriet of .lesvfno ; in sjieli iuijiorlarit plactes in thr* distri(‘t of 
ivaaia. as Krishmigar, Navadwij), Santipiir, M(*herj)ur, (duikdah, Kusht(*a, 
Kinnaikhih aiel iu the Siih-divjsioii of Xaton* in tluj ibijshuhi Division all of 
\\ hieh showed a (jecline <d' j)Opulation at lln^ last ctaisus ? ’ 

ddie llouTIe Mr. Sifii:ia:s replied : — 

“ A stateiii'uit which CiUitainH tlie information asked for by tin) JIfiii’ble 
Meinbt^r lias bca ii laid u])on tije laljito'' 
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32 The Bengal Stnoke^nuisctnccs Billj 1904, ^ the Sundathuns Billy 1904* []4:TH March, 
{Mr, Carlyle ; Mr. Hare ; Mr, Chaudhuri.'^ 

THE BENGAL SMOKE-NUISANCES BILL, 1904. 

Tho JlonMjlo Mk. Caklylk prosonted the Report of the Select Com- ^ 
mittee on tiio Jhll to amend the law relating to the abatement of nuisances 
ariHiiig frotn the smoke of furnaces or fire-places in the town and suburbs of 
Calcutta and in Jlowrah, and to provide for the extension thereof to other 
areas in iiengal. He said: — 

Government propose to take up the discussion of the Rill on the 25th of 
tills nnjiith.” 

THE SUNUAUBANS BILL, 1904. 

The lloii’blo Mu. IIakk moved that the Report of the Select Com- 
mitt('e on tlie Bill to provide for the abolition of tho office of Commissioner in 
the Sundarbans be taken into consideration. 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

Tho Ilon’ble Mu. IIari: also moved tliat the clauses of the Bill be consid- 
ered in tho form recommended by tho Select Committee. 

^die Motion was put and agreed to. 

Clanses and J,, 

44n‘ Ilon’ble Mu. ( hiAi:i>iiuui moved that clause 4 of tho Bill be omitted. 
Ho said : — 

“Having regard to the com]irehensive‘ character of clause 3 of tho Bill 
as setth'd in Committee, claus<‘ 4 of tho same seems to mo to be a superfluity. If 
all tli(^ powers and furuitions that wca o formerly vested in, and exercised by, the 
(Commissioner in the Sundarbans are now to be vested in, and exercised by, the 
Coll(‘ctor of a district-, h goes without saying that any rofcu’onc.o to the said 
CommiasioiH'r in tho existing leases, agre<unontB and anialnamas will be 
interpret'd by the Law Courts as referring to the Collector. A roferenc^o to the 
leriijS of the leases will show that there need be no ai^preheiisioii on thi.s 
account. 

“ B»ut before' referring to the leases 1 would point out tliat if clause 4 
stood in its ])r(es<mt form it might give rise to difficulties of the very natuje 
which it is its object to remove. This clause says that in respect of written 
instruiiu'uts reflating to land in the Sundarbans, all references to the ‘Commis- 
MLoner in tlu‘ Sundarbans ’ will construed as referring to a Collector. The 
ComnussioiK'r in the Sundarbans liad also other duties. For instai'ice, Reguia-. 
tion IN of 181(» placed him in charg'e of the Akbari Mahal, and tln^ Report of 
Select Committc(^ })urj)orts to transfer his powers and functions in this respect 
as 'Ncell to till' (\)lh‘ctor. In exercise of such functions ho inigiit Jiave had to 
<‘xecute written instrumi'iits, such as tho granting of licenses, &c. Written 
grants of this kind would not surely fall within tho category of ‘ written 
instruments relating to land.’ 

“The expr('Ssion ‘ ndating to land’ goes to restrict the scope o2 the inter- 
pretation ( lausc' considerably. A similar expression, viz., ‘ disputes relating to 
hind’ in the Code oi' Criminal ITocodure has given rise to a great deal of 
litigation and legal interpretation ; and, if possible, I would avoid such 
expression in an interpretation clause. 8u])posirig the Commissioner in the 
Suiuiarhcns had to lease out tisherh^s or grant license for cutting wood, 
gathering wax and lioiie>’, collecting shells, At*., grants of this kind made 
in writing would not. surely be clatsed as instruments relating to land. In 
lase if such documents or other agreenients or contracts, which may not 
relate t(» land, are fortlicoming, any refenuiee therein to tho Commissioner in 
the Sundarbans ought surely to refer to tin* Collector. 4’he Iloa’ble Mr. Collin 
mentions in his note on this Bill that b.'sidos the bases referred to by liini, 
thtue iiuiy be other deeds and documents which he has no(. been able to trace. 
But under the present limitations of clause 1, question may arise as to whether 
reference to. the Commissioner in such instruments will refer to the Collector. 
'Fhe three instances of powers reserved to the Commissioner in the Sundarbans 
in the cultivation, the hoiQladari kasos or amalnamas would, as a matter of course 
bt‘ exerciseablc by tho Collectors who arc now vested with the Commissioner’s 
powers witliin their local juiisdiction both by virtue of clause 3 and by tho 
terms of the very written instruments themselves. 
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[J/r. ChauMvrt; Mr. O^Ktneafy.'] 

‘‘For instance, in cultivation leases it is provided that in cosob of boundary 
disputes between lesse es of adjoining plots, the dispute is to bo submitted to the 
decision of ‘ the otlieer exorcising the powers of the Commissioner of the 
JSundarbans for the time l>eing/ Now after clause 3 becomes la\v these words 
would unmistakeably and unquestionably point to the C'ollectt>r within his ^ooai 
area as exercising sueh powers. I am sure that the Hoirble Members will 
agree that if there be any j)r)ssil»ility of tlie existence of any written instru- 
ments other than thos (3 rtdating to land, it would be bettiu' to drop clause 4 
altogether.'’ 

* The Ilon’blo Mii. O'Kinkalv said: — ‘‘ — I regret I am unabh‘ to support 
the amendment projiostd by the IIon1)le Mr. Cliaiidhuri. Jt seems to nu‘ that 
acceptance of that amendnn nt I y tht> Council will bo placing upon the words 
of tlie third clause a greatt r strain than tiicy could boar. Tlie lugiilatioii 
which it is the «4)jeet of this Hill to repeal by the second st‘ction vested certain 
powers in the C%)mmi^sloner, and these are the words of section 2, Kegulation 
IXof 18I(): ‘Tlic' Commissionc'r shall he vestc'd with all t)u3 dntic^s, powers 
and autl oiity \chieli have bee n or may bo c^xoreised by the Collectors of Land 
Iteveiuie { inelncling the eliargo ol the Ahkari Mahal) under thc' rule's and 
regulations liicli mny have' bc c'ii or may be enac'ted.’ 

“As J have said, it being the' ohjeet of this Hill to rc'poal this Itegulation, 
it became nt'cc ssary to re store tlmse powe'is which had been give'ii to the 
Commissioner of the Suiielai bans to the? oHicers from wla'in tlic'v liad been 
take'll, tind that is wliat e-lause? preqiose's to do. It follows tlie? words of 
section 2, whicli e'onfer p(^^^e^s on t lie' ( t >m!iiis.sioner of the Sundarhans under 
the Kegulation ot KSlti, ami enacts that : ‘All the powc'rs ami functions 
lieretofoie* ve sted in ami ex('re‘i''rtl by the' Cominissiom'r in the' Suiidarl)an8 in 
any district shall hence'forth he voste'd in and oxt're'iseable' by the Collee'tor 
of that district.' 

“There we re duties otlier than those 1 have' mentioned which the Coimnis* 
sione !’ of the? Sumlarhaiis iiad to }>crfornq and tlie?y weire what niiglit be e*nlled 
the duties of an ai hitrator, tliat is to say in granting leasers, (unahiamaJLs untl 
othei eloeiimeuts eoneerning the biasing ed land in the Sundarbuiis there we‘re 3 
provisieais to ]>r<‘V('ut imnece'ssary resort t * litigation in case's of elis[)ute*s and to 
prevent alsr) resort to physie'al force. in c.-ises ot pe*rsoiiH disputing about the 
ijoundaiie's of tlieir holdings, '^riiere was always a clause in the*so lease's that tlie 
settlement of disputes wliieh might occur, if they eiiil occur, lietwe'C'n nciglibeuiring 
landlioleh'rs, sliould ke* re'f( rred to the Cornmissione*r of tlie iSundurbans for 
his decir>ie)ri. In acting in this way uiieleir powe.?rs which are not giveui by 
the law hut acting merely in the position of a private? arbitrator owing to an 
agreeuK'iit betwee'ii tlie* (iiflereiit parties it see?med to the Select (yommiLtue — 
and 1 tliink rightly — that tiiis was a class of matters which was not dealt w'ltli 
by clause d* because* as J .say iji this luttejr class oi case.s the C/onimissienier e)f 
the Sundarhans is in the? j^emition e>f a private individual and not in tlie 
))e>sition e)f a jiublie? otlieer having statutory powers. 

“Tlie Scli'ct T^e)inniittee therefore* tlunight it nee'cssary to eJeal with tiiis 
class of duties of tlie? (Jommissienier of tlie SuneJarhans and give thexse j>e)wcrs to 
the Collector* because it is of tlie* gre*at( st peis.sihle importancu thut the powers 
which were ( xerciseable* by tlie ( ’oimnissnuier shoulei be* e xercised by sorntiboeiy 
else, as eitlu rwise the* result we)ui<i be* that tiie landlieilders in the Sundurbans 
would be either elriven to jjliysical force fe>r the purpe>se of Ke?ttliiig t}ie?ir 
disputes, or to litigation whie h iniglil mean te> them ruin. Jn that view the 
Select Committe e' drafted the feiurth e*lause in this way - 

In every written in liunn*iit relating to hind in the Sundarhans exeeiited prior fo the 
('onimenoement <d thi^ A( t . all r* ferene#'tf fr, “ tim ( ’omniissiMiiiT in the Sundarhans “ nhajl 
be construed reierriug Uj the Colientcir of th * district in whir-h the land or any part of it 
Bitiiatod. 

“The matter has been enqijire?d into, and 1 undorstanei there are no docu- 
ments or deeds other than those in connection with land in the Sundarhans and 
the duties cast upon the Commissioner of tlie Sundarlians are wholly within tliis 
section. The Select (.’ommittee therefore confined thoni.selves to tlie 
question of land in the Sundarhans, because if one makes a section so wide 
as to make it indeterminate, it is not merely a flaw in legislating, but it becomes 
a danger. There may be some of these leases which cover lands extending 
•over more than the borders of a neighbouring district, ami if it were left that the 
Collector of the district should be substituted merely for the Commissioaer of the 
Sundarhans in leases in which the laud extends over the boundary of a district* 
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it would be iiidetcrminato, and one could not say who was the Collector to 
exerciHc jurisdiction. To avoid that dihiculty the Select C^ommittee thought 
that the words ^ in which the land or any part of it is situated^ must be put in. 
Tiui (>(dlect<jr of each district may have jurisdiction. In all probability 
the dispute arises in a portion of the laud which is within a certain district^ 
it wili be the Collector of that district who will exercise jurisdiction, 

“ Tlujrefore I submit that clause 4 of the Bill deals with matters which 
are foreign to clause 3, and to abolish clause 4 and leave clause 3 to do the 
functions of both clauses would, as 1 say, put upon it a strain which the 
words of the clause would not bear.’’ 

The Hon’ble Mu. Hare said: — agree with the Hon’ble Mr. O’Kinealy 
that it is necessary and desirable to retain clause 4, partly for the reasons which 
have been given in the Report of the Select C'oinmittee, and for the further 
reason that there may be agreements in which the Commissioner of the Sundar- 
bans may be mentioned as an arbitrator in a y?^a<soprivuite capacity . I think 
therefore it is necessary that we should retain clause 4, and 1 oppose the 
aiiKindment.” 

Th(‘ 11 on’ble Bauu Bihu’enoua Nai ii Basu said : support the learned 

Advocate-Gc iicral in 1 he contt ntioii lui has subinitti d to tlu' (^)uncil. Section 

3 <jI’ the Seh'ct Committee’s IR^port (BmIs w ith the powers and functions of the 
Commissioner in tiie Sundarbans — powers and fuectious which he may 
ernpliasisc^ or which may be vested in him umlcr any Statute, and section 4 deals 
with documents in which the Commissioner of the Sundarbans is referred to 
either in a private ca)>acity or in a < 7 ?cis/-public, capicity and in which he 
exercises povveis and 1 unctions not (hivising them by Statute, but under agrer'- 
meiit. 1 think it might lead to a great <h‘.al of difiiculty and coniusion if sociion 

4 as drafted hy the Select Coinmitteci w(*i ‘0 omitted. The; <;)nly ohjeciion that 
the llond)lo Mr. fJhaudhuri has to tliis st^ction istliat it is supcnlluous ; but or: tlu‘ 
other hand the omission of it may give rise, to great ditliculties, and in that 
view I w'ould humbly submit that tlu^ recornmen(iation of the Select Committe* 
with regard to this s(‘ctum may be accepted.'’ 

The llonddo Baf.u Kali Rada (Riiosu said: — ‘‘Although I fully agre“ 
M'itli tlie lloii’bh^ Mr. Chaudhiui that tiio word ‘land’ as u.^eil in clause 4 (d 
the Bdl may giv(‘ rise t<» e/mt rovtu'sy , i cannot go so hir as to say that the 
edause should b(‘ omltteal, and L agn^e wutli llie Advocated General, ftjr the 
reason statud by him, tliut the retention of clause 1 is necessary." 

ddie lB)irhlo Mu. CiiAUDMiiRi, in ii‘pi\', said : — ‘‘ I beg to corread. t lie llon'bh 
Ifabu hdnipendra Kath Basu wdunhesavs that, my only objecUon to clausi* I 
is that it is supm lluous. 1 did not simply say lliat it was supeill'jous, but 1 
urged for its (.)mission also because of tlu' limit (‘d iiatuie ot Hie cxjiressioii 
‘ instiammiit relating to land.’ it docs not cover general agreements and 
eontraets. If tlieia' wt re none of that kin 1, 1 would not ]Vi*eS'» iny ohjet'tiun, 
but if thert‘ be any — and we aia? not sure w bother that is tlie case or net — it 
WHiiild he rathei* risky to have Cause 4 In its present lorm. ’ 

4’hc jMotion was llnm put and lost. 

The llon'bh' ^lu. (hiAUDiiuiu also moved that clause “i of the Bill be 
umeDLied as follows timl that (dause 4 be omitted : — 

x\il the |H)wa>rs aiul tuiu'tion.^ luMotoforo in, un i f\orci-o i by, tho Comnii*Asi( 

111 ihr Suinha-lHii" in any «ii>tric;t shad hencidorth ho vostod in, iiiul oxeuisoablo by th(‘ 
t'oll.'olor oi that dislrit*!, ami in evory writtiMi in-‘ru:u<'nt all rotor**!; c > t > t.io Hoininissioiu j 
in th*' S..ndarl)ans shall bo c«uistniod as rrdViTing to tho t’oUootor. 

lie said: — “ I liave already given my ri'asons f(^r regarding edaiise 4 as it 
stands now as being of very restiicted ojieration, limited as it is in regard to 
writt(m instruments relating to land, 1 tliink, tlierefony tliat if it bt 
ilesirable to rc tain it, it, woul I bo better to read tiie two togidher as above. 
In the amendment I propose, clause 4 has been tacked on to clause 3 w ith 
certain emTssions. Tin' expr.'ssit>n ‘ relating to l.ni I ’ has lamn omirttal to 
widen tho scope of tlu' interpretation clause. In the next ]jhice, although 
the words ‘Collector of the district in which the land or any part of it 
is situjited ’ are omitted, still in clause 3 tho words * by the (Jolleetor of 
that district’ ail ambiguity is removed wdth regard to the expression 
‘Collector’ with which the amended clause closes. If ir is the Collector by 



35 


1905 .] Sundarhans Billy 1904* 

[.i/r. Chaudhuri ; Mr, O' KinecUy ; Mi\ Hare; Babu Kah Pada Gho8er\ 

whom all tho powers and functions heretofore vested in, and exercised by, 
the Conanis.sioner in the Suudarbaiis is to be exorcised within whose local ait'a 
|iiiy boundary disjjutes arise, ht^ will surely bo tho «dlicor who would arbitrate 
with re^aird to such boundary disputes. If the boundary t‘xtends to the 
jurisdiction of another (.\>lleclor, either of them or both may arbitrate by 
arram^einciit. If we <^o on reading clause 4 into clause 3 thus ‘and in every 
writtmi instrument’ witlumt limiting the expresshm * written instrument’ 
to land, tiien ii would include agreements, contracts, deeds or documents 
of»every kinvi, and in such written instruintmts all references to the Oomiiiis- 
sioner in tlie Sundarhans w ill bo construed as reft^rring to the Ca)lhador. in 
putting clause 3 in tho form in which i hav't‘, 1 think it will cover thi^ inter- 
pretatii)n clause and at the sime time obviate tho dillicultit's that may arise 
Irom limiting cliiuso 4 to w'rittou instrumonts relating to laud.'’ 

o ^ 

The llon'blo Mr. (TKinkaly said. — regret that 1 cannot support 
the prestMit amendnumt of the Hon’hle Mr. (-haudhuri. I ho first objection that 
I have to tho amendment lie now pro[)ose8 is this. 1 oxj)lained in the 
observation which 1 made on the previous ainondmeiit that the subjei^ts of 
clause d and clausi 3 4 as they now stand are entirely ditlori>nt and distinct 
and have nothing to do one with the other. What tlu^ Hon bio Member 
proposes to do is to mix those cltusiis together, that is to say, to make 
one clause deal witli two dilh'rent d(‘s(Tiption of matters instead of liaving 
them dealt with sepiirati'ly as they are in tho present lliil. 1 liat is to my 
mind a flaw in the pro[)osi^d amendment which will prevent my supporting 

it. 

‘‘ But there is also tiiis. d’lie jiroposod amendment noitessltatcs that the 
words of seetion 3 as they now stand should he made to support the 
provisions of (daus<‘ 4 wdiich ri'l.ite to (‘ntirolv diflerunt matters. riiat I think 
is aiK/ther tiuw' which sliotvs tliat the f>resen1 manner — that is, tin; manner 
in w hich the Seh et ( ’onnnittc'e have dealt with tliesij two cIimHi's — is 
pnderable to that pr()j)os(‘d liy the lloii’lilit Member. 

‘‘'rhero is anotlur matter also in whi( ii this claust* is ambiguous, and that is 
with roiercinci^ to leaser of land extending over two distri(;ts. dhu;re is no 
firovision which cov(;rs this at all, and tlie llon’ble Member has had to resort to 
an iriahorate arguiiuait for the purpose of supporting his vi(^w. I tliink it is 
desirable to avend any suc^h iieci'ssity, and that it is better to make the sectioDS 
plain and distinct as Icf what they are intended to mean. 

‘‘ Idioro is aiH^tiior matter with rtd'erimco to this amondmont which I think 
makes it dangi?rous. So far as is known the only matters to wdiieJi cdiiust‘ 4 
can aj)ply are matters and incidents dealing with land. No other are 
known in wJii<*h tho powers of the ( 'ommissioner of the Sundarhans are 
excrciscable in a private iiianmu’, and if tliat be tho case it seems to mo that 
it would bo wrong to unnecessarily widen tho language and make it so 
indefinite that it ^ould be impossible to say to what it did rider. Tho 
language wdiich is used in the section as drafted by the Select r>ommitfee 
deals with tlie circumstances so fur as they are knowui, and J should think 
tfiat it w^nild* be dangerous to wdden the section in any way so as to deal 
with matters which, so far as is known, do not exist.” 

Tho llon’ble Mr. Hake said : — I must o[i[)ose the priisent amendment. 1 
think, having retained clause 4 of the Bill, it fully fulfils the purposes tliat wo 
intend. The amendment proposed would he too vague even if it could ho 
adopted for other reasons. If nn instrum<‘nt does not relate to land, it i difficult 
to say what Collector w’^ould be applied to in view of the fact that there are 39 
Collectors ; hut in any case I am bound to oppose this amendment because J 
prefer tho clause in the Bill before us.” 

The Hon’ble Baku Kali Pada Ghosh said : — “ In discussing the previous 
amendment, the Hon’bio the Advocate-General said, if 1 understood him 
correctly, that the words ‘ allinstruments relating to land in the Sundarhans’ 
related to the subject-matter of land and nothing else. Whether that would be 
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HO or not is not quite certain, but 1 do not think any useful purjK)se would be 
served by tacking* clause 4 to clause 3 as has been proposed by the Ilon'ble 
Mr. Chaudhuri, and I regret J am not in favour of the amendment proposed by 
Mr. (vhaudhuri.” 

The Motion was then put and lost. 

The Hon’blo Bajuj Amuica Ohakan Mazumdar moved that the words 
‘‘land in’’ after the words “relating to’’ in clause 4 of the Bill be omitted; 
and that for the words and expression “ land or any part of it ’’ in the said 
clause the words and expression “ subject-matter of such instrument or any 
part thereof” be substituted, lie said : — 

“ I had the privilege of lu'aring the Hon’ble Advocate-General in advance 
of my aniendnient, and yet 1 must confess 1 am not quite satisfied, and conse- 
quently I am under the necessity of moving this amendment. ddie reason for 
the amendment is quite obvious. The clause as it stands refers simply to land, 
and there is no doubt about it, '^I’his, 8ir, seems to me to be neither clear nor 
exhaustive. Thet*c may be instruirumts relating not only to land but also to 
water, to the gathering of wax or of cutting timber or relating to any 
other products of th(i forest wliich have always been abundant in the Sundar- 
bans. T1 ic IT on’ble Mr. Collin, who ought to be taken as an authority in this 
matter, himself says there *uay exist similar cas('s in some of tlie old leases or 
decMls, but that ho has not been able to trace any as the leases generally reffu’ 
to the Commissioner in the Sundarbans or otlu'r ollicer appointed by Govern- 
ment. No doubt the Tlon’ble AdvocatcvGcTieral has told us that all the instru- 
ments that exist refer only to land, but I am unable to p(‘rsuade myself to 
h<' equally confident that over sin(jc tli(^ beginning of the last century we hav<‘ 
fiad in this extensive region instruments icdating only to land. 

“As a math'r of fact it may not be unknown to many persons who 
actually know about the working of the Sundarbans that tluire w(^re lenses 
of various otlier kinds, notably, for cutting timber ; there might have been 
leases aho for gathering wax and so forth, d’o say that there are no other 
instruimmts would, 1 believe, be hazarding a very bold stafT inent. 1 should 
have liked to hear some of the Hoii’ble Members of this Council who have 
access to these reCfTrds to say that there were none; on the contraiy J find 
that the llon’blo Mr. Collin says that he has not been able to trace out otlier 
documents; in fact it would Ix^ inqiossible to trace out alKof them. It is only a 
short time ago that Mr. Collin ma(h‘ this stateim nt, and 1 do not know wl at 
flood of knowledge or information iias h(‘en thrown amongst us to enable us to 
say that, tliero are no other leases. 8u})poHing evmi tliat there are iK)ne, do 
we ask too much to be more precise and more careful ? In this matter in fact, 
Vour Honour will find that clause 1 of section 13 itself notice's some of tiirse 
various kinds of interests, such as gatherings of wax and so forth. In tliis state 
of uncertainty I think we would be acting simply wisely in making the clause 
more genorai in its application iii.stead of rc'strictiug it tiuiply to instruiiumts 
relating to land only. 

“It has not beon contended, nor do I tliink will it be contended^ that any 
shelter will be sought to be taken under the General Clauses Act, for neither in 
the Government of India General Clauses Act nor in the Bengal General Clauses 
Act is there any definition of the word ‘land.’ The only definition of ‘land’ 
that we find is in the Interpretation Act, 52 & 53 Viet., (’ap. 63, but even 

there the definition is not wide enough to cover the kind of interest, or rath€>r 
privileges, to which I have referred. Besides, if in the face of section 10 of the 
Bengal Genorai Clauses Act wo have found it expedient to provide this clause, 
1 do not understand how we can be quite free from apprehension that we may 
not bo ini'^understood, and that dimculties may not arise hereafter if any 
qut'stion relating to any instruments other than that of land should come 
up for consideration, and il seems to me that when we have undertaken 
to settle all doubts, a whole measure would be better than a half measure. 
Where is the difficulty in making the clause more general ? 

do not of course understand the HoiTble Advocate-General to ni’ean 
that simply because the Select Committee has drafted the clause in this fashion 
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therefore it ought to be maintained. The thing is, we are going to amend the 
•law, and if we see that the use of certain other words would make it more 
general so as to cover a much larger area than might be covered by the words 
settled by the Select Committee, I do not see there ought to he any difliculty 
in accepting it, at all events as a precautionary measure against all possible^ 
contingencies. With these observations, 1 beg to place the amendment beftJrt^ 
the Council.’’ 

The Uon'ble Mr. Hakk said : — must onposi' this amendment. 1 think 
no case has been made out for extending clause 4 so as to cover all written 
instruments, and I therefore think the clause may stand as it is in the Bill now 
before the Council.” 

# 

The Hon’ble Mr, Earlk said : — I should like to point out that the 
Commissioner in the Sundarbans could only act as an arbitrator in his private 
capacity or in a semi-private capacity by permission of the Board of Revenut*. 
4'be Board gave him that })criiiission under certain forms of leases that arc' 
given in the Waste Lands Manual. Those forms of leases refer entirc'ly to land, 
and not to water, timU^r or any other article*. It seems to mo, therefore, to he* 
quite unnecessary to widen tlu^ scope of thc^ section in the manner proposed by 
the Hon’ble Baba Ambica Ciiaran Mazuiiular.” 

The Hon'blo Mu. (>)I.lin said: — ^‘As tlie Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan 
Muzurndar has referred to nu; cis an autliority in su<*h Ibittering terms, 1 would 
only ssy tliat in the letter in wliicli J rais« d the ]ioiiit on which clause* 4 was 
addc'd, I re ferred to certain forms of Ic'ases which are in existences and w’hich 
are to hc' found under the; Wasfo Land ltul(;8 aiiel in wiiich euii'tain pe)we)r is 
give'll to the CJommissiom'i in the* Sundarbans. 1 also said that there* may 
be some; otlier ugree;ments whicli 1 hud not h(*en able to trace. I re^ferred them 
('iitirely to agr(;c‘ments with re;fere ncc* to land. The ditrereiit conditions unde r 
which grants have; bee'ii give;n in the Sunelarbans have varied ee>nHidc;rably 
since the^ Caiminisfuone'rsliip was appointed, and at one; timci the* Conimissioneir 
was a much greater man tlian he* is now, and my impression is tliat in somej of 
the old le'uses rederriiig e specially to re;ve;nuo-fre(* lands on Saugor island, I 
have seic-n a reference to the (Jommissioiie'r in tim Sundarbans as being given 
powe*r to decide e;ertairi disputes. It was entirely with reference? U) those' 
matters that 1 wrote my lett(;r which has be;en referred to, and 1 liad not in 
rny mind any reference to any othe'r forms cf agreements, sucli as for colle'ction 
<»f wax or fialieries. riiose* matte'rs are.; entirely dealt with by tlu? Koicst 
llepartrnent. fcx; far as an^' land lias be3en settled by the Coriiinissionur in tlie* 

Sundarbans vt has been settled with the* proj.iietors witlumt any reser vations 
Any otiier land which remains uusetth d is under the Eore;st Department either 
as a R(;st'rve forest or a^ a iTotected forest, and the ruhis of the 4'oiest 
Department govern^ll the arrangements for collection of revenue.’’ 

The Hon’ble Baihj Kali Pada Ghosh said: — 1 confess I liave no practical 
exptuiene^e of 4he working of the* Sundarbans forests; but taking a common- 
sense vio'^ of the matter I sliould say, Sir, tin? amendment proposed by the 
Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charau Mazumdar ouglit to lie accepbal. Although it 
may bo the fact that in instruments that have been already executed in 
connection with the Sunderbaiis only land forms the subject-matter of such 
instruuu nts, it may so happen that in future leases something other than land or 
anything connected wdth forest may be treated in such instruments, and to 
obviate all difficulties in this connection it would be dtsirable to accept tie* 
amendment proposed by my friend. I do not sec any harm in doiiigr ho, Ix^causc* 
all that It aims at is to cover instruments that may relate to matters otlu r 
than land, and I think it would be wise to accept such amendment.” 

The Hoa’ble Mr. Shirkfj^ si.id I venture to think that it was incumbent 
on the Hon bio Member to jiroduce proof of the existence of some docunu nt.s 
which would be prejudicially affiecied by the proposed legislation. It is neither 
customary nor wise to legislabt on hypothetical possibilities. It is 
invariable practice to confine ourselves, when legislating, to ascertained facts.” 
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TIio llonljle liAHU Bhupendra Nath B\su said : — If riiy friend, the Hon’ble 
Babu Anibika (Jharaii Mazumdar, wore able to cite eases or instances in which 
h.aHes relating to things other than land were dealt with or referred to I should 
have liad no iu sitation in supporting his amendment ; but when I find that the 
who are principally responsible for the administration of the tract 
known as tlie Snndarbans, do not thomselves want any sucli provision as my 
friend suirgests, I do not think it is desirabh‘ on the part of non-official Members 
of this Council and having no part in the administration of this tract to 
press the anuiiidment which is not wanted by tliose who are responsible for the 
administration of tliat part, and in that view I do not soe my way to support 
tiie amendment of tlie Ilon'ble Member.” 

The Ilon’ble Baiuj Amiuka Charan IMazumdak, in reply, sajd : — “ I will only 
make, one observation with reference to th(' remarks which have just fallen from 
my Iriend, the Iloirblo Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu. I do not admit that there 
is any dilVerenco between official and non-official Members in the (;onsideration 
of any Bill, it is as mucli the intt^rcst of the official as the non-official Members 
to 8 <‘e that Inws are mnde so as to bo satisfact<>ry in dealing with every possible 
case that may arise, and the responsiliility for this must rest as much with us as 
with the official Members, I have already stated my views in support of the 
amendment, but I am asked to cite insiamais in order to convince H<m’ble 
M<‘mb(n’s as to tin* propriety of 1113 ^ ainendiiK^nt. d’he fact is that my amendment 
only aims at (hailing with possible contingencies. As 1 have already said, not 
that ther<) are actual instances which J cm (die, but that instances might arise 
which might throw us into difficulties, and it is with that view that I propose 
my amendnumt. J have nothing furtlu r to add.” 

The Motion was then put and lost. 

I^ew C/aiiscs. 

d’lie Ilon’ble Mu. Ciiaudihjri, by leave of the Council, withdrew the 
following motion of which he had given notice, namc^ly : — 

That tho following clause he inserted after clause of the Bill : — 

I In clause Secotid of sootion Vj of the Bengal I jand -revenue Assessraont (Hesumed 
Lands) lv(‘gulation, 1828 , — ^ 

{a) lor the words ‘Commissioner of file Sundarhans’ and ‘Commissioner’ the 
words ‘ Beputj'' Collector ’ shall he suh'^tltllted ; and 
{b) for the word ‘ Commissionor’s,’ in both places in which it cjccurs, the word» 

‘ lleputy Collector’s’ shall ho substitutod.” 

The IJon’ble ]\Ir. Chaudhuki moved that clause ^Second of sectitm Id of the 
Bengal Land-re vonuo Assessment (Ivcsumod Lands) Regulation, 1828, be 
repealed. lie said : — 

“ ddic amendment proposed relates to the survey of the Sundarhans. 
In the R(*gulation <^f 1828 there is provision for carrying on a survey 

for dt^termining the limits of the Sundarbans. In the preamble to that 
Begulation, it is stated that it is ‘ desirable to make provision for the immediate 
settlement of the limits of tho Sundarhans, as ascertained by careful local 
iiuiuiry, (X)nducted l)y tho Commissioner especially appointed to the duty and 
the surveyors under his authority.” When it was necessary for Government to 
determine the boundaries of the Sundarhans they appointed a Special Commis- 
sioner for carrying on tho survey, and when the surve}^ was carried on at the 
spot certain powers were given to the Commissioner to hear objections and 
certain limitations were imposed by which if objections were not made within 
three months they would not be allowed. Then there were otlior provisions 
for disputing the boundaries as determined by the survey. The following is 
tho second clause of the Regulation referred to : — 

The boundary of the Sundarhans jungle shall be laid down by accurate eiirvey, as 
determined on tho spot by the Commissioner of the Sundtirbans ; and any zamindar, tolucadar, 
or party interested shall be entitled, on ajiplicatiou made through the Commissioaer, and on 
payment of the charge of preparing tho same, to receive a copy of the survey map or of any 
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part of the same, with tho boundary marked there oa so determined, tog^ether with a copy of 
the Commiasi oner’s proceedings on the subject. n u + 

Any party deeming his right injurtni by the demarcation so laid down shall at 
liberty, at any time within throe mouths from tho date of tho Commissioner's proceeding nxing 
The same (which proceeding shall always bo hold and published on tho spot), to contest the same 
by petition to the ordinary Courts of Justice by which the case is oogniaable, praying further 
inveetigation : 

Provided that no plea of objection against the line of demaroiition laiil down shall be 
heard or atlmittcd, excepting ouly such as shall declare and olTer pr<Hif that at tho time of 
turvey a specific quantity of land or land with defined limits was in tho occupation of tho 
petitioner cleared and under cultivation, which, by tho line of demarcation adopted, is placed 
within tho Saudarban tract belonging to Government. 

Every such application so made shall be regarded as a claim to bold the tract claiiiiod 
of the public assessment, and shall bo investigated and decided under tho rules of 
Jicgulatiun II, 1819, as modified by this R<‘gulation. 

, “Now whi‘n* we are going to abolish tho oflloo of tho C'oininissioiK*r 
of tho Sundarhans it would ho undosirahlo to lot tho prosont wonls stand. 
This wlioU* section has ndoronco to tho Comniissionor of tln^ Siindarhans. 
It givos liiiii power to deteriniiu; tho houndarios of tlio Sundarhans and corifors 
right on parties aggrieved hy such dotorininatioii to oontost it in courts of law 
witliin (iortain time* limitations. I see no good in kcuqiing tiiis clause alive wlnui 
wo are aholisliing tho ollioo of tho CoTninissionor in tho 8iindarhans. 

‘‘When tliat offioc lias heon ('xtingiiishod and tho Collecttor has hecii g-ivon 
all his powers, then any survoy that may now have to he carried on in tin* 
Sundarhans will ho carri<‘(l on niidor tlu* duo(‘tions of the Local ( lovi rniiiont 
and by proper oflicors ap[)oint(Hl in this liehalf. Phat is th(‘ general law, 
and to l<_‘avo nny sp(‘cial law with ro;^ard to tho surv<*y of th<‘ Sundarhans in 
an old Regulation would lx; inadvisahh^ Idu' Sundarhans forms tho lowest 
portion of tlio (iangoti(* didtu. On one side it is hounded l>\^ th(i river 
Mogna, on 1h(‘ oth(‘r hid(‘ hy tho Ganges, and it is int(‘rscot<»d by numerous 
rivers and stn'iiins and oii’llic; south tiior<‘ is tin* s<ja ; so that tin' honndari(‘s 
oi tht‘ Sundarhans eannot be considorod as liaving boon fix'*d and dotorminod 
ior all times. It may Ix' lu'ci'ssary to take up a n*"Surv('v of the Su udjirhaus. 
Jf J am not mistakiui, I road in some i(U‘ont a(‘counts of tiie Sundarhans 
that gri'ut eliangos had taken pluo(^ ovim in its area ; thousands of ae.ries of land 
have been wasliod away from thi* Saugor l.‘>land, and tln'ro are oth(‘r portions 
where smiilur c^uangi's in the boundaries had takcui phn o. Jf there should he 
oeitasion for a fro.sh surv(*y of tlio Sundarhans, thou tin) surv<*y will have to 
he (amducted uiidor tjio general law and undor tin; diroction of tho Local 
Govmiinieiit. 


It is a general principle of law* tliat any special law overrides tho general 
law, and there is every liktriihood that when a re-survey <>f tint Sundarhans 
takes place fjuestion may ho rHisi‘d hy people whose zarnindaries or lands may 
adjoin the houndaiies of the Sundarhans as to the validity of any suivc-y carrn d 
tm under tlio Survey Act, so long as Regulation HI of whicii .spcaulicaliy 

provides for it stands uniefxmled. In the iu port. of tin* Select < aunmittee it js 
said that tliis section* lias heim spent. Ttie Committee evidently n IVuTod to the 
preainhle. it is nu*ntiom‘(i tliere that immediate setileiin nt of'the limits of tin 
Sundaroans is^necessary. ddiat fireainhle was drawn uji when Regulation 1/1 
)f wTis passed. So it is surmised that when the limits of tin- SumJarhuns 

lave been once determined no survey for determining tin- houudari(-H will 
lereafter he necessary. Rut as I have said before, the map houmiaries may he 
ixed, hut the geograiihical boundarie.s may idiift. At any future survey tlie 
juestion will he, under what law the re-survey i.s to take jjlae**. Jt may he 
^ald that the preamble to Regulation 111 , 18 ,^ 8 , is clear tnat the clause in 
juostion only referred to the original determination of the limits of the 
sundarhans. Rut a preamble is as often as not referred to and redied unon for 
he interpretation of Statutes. * 

■ a subsequent survey under the general law, if any .luestion m 

aised with regard to the validity of the survey, the persons who will 
[uestion It will refer to this section, and confusion and conflict is likely to arise 
f clause Second, section 13, Regulation III of 18:f8, is regarded as spent, I d j 



40 


The Sundarhans Billy 190i ; the Bengal Repealing [4th Mabch, 1905,] 

Billy 1905. 

[^Mr. Chaudhuri ; Mr. Hare; Babu Ambxca Char an Mazumdar ; Mr. Earle. 

not Boe any uso in retaininj]^ it in the Statute Book. Since the previous sanction 
of the Govornmont of India has been obtained in connection with this Bill there 
is nothing in our way to prevent us from repealing clause 2, section 13 of. 
the Bengal l*and-revenue Assessment (Resumed Lands) Regulation, III of 
182‘S, and I, therefore, beg to move for its repeal.’^ 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Hare said: — I may say I am prepared to accept the 
pro{>o8ed amendment which was considered in the Select Committee. It was 
not necessary to amend clause 2 of section 13, Regulation III of 1828, Ixicaiise 
its functi<>n was already completed, but we see no objection to repealing the 
section. I therefore say I am prepared to accept the proposal. The effect 
of this would be that clause 2 of the Bill would be amended and the repeal 
of thf! second section of section 13 of the Bengal Land-revenue Assessment 
(Resumed Lands) Regulation, III of 1828, would be mentioned in clause 2. 
Clause 2 will then read as follows : — 

The Sundarbans Itogulaliou, 181 f), and clauBo S^ecojul of section 13 of the Bengal Btand- 
revenue AsseBsmonl (Kesnined Lands) Regulation, 1828, and so much of the Repealing and 
Amending Act, 1903, as relates to the said Sundarbans Regulation, 1816, are hereby 
repealed. 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

'^riie Hon’ble Bauu Ambika Ciiaran Mazumdak, by leave of the Council, 
withdrijw the tollowing motion of which he had given notic.e, namely: — 

That the following clause be inserted after clause 4 of the Bill : — 

“ 5. In clause S('co}id of section 13 of the Bengal Land-revenue Assessment (Resumed 
Lauds) liogulation, 1828, — 

{(i) for words ^ (/oiiimissioner of the Sundarbans ’ and ‘Commissioner ’ the 
words ‘ (lollootor or Deputy Collector especially empowered by the Local 
Uovernment in this bohalP be substituted ; and 
{b) for the word ‘ Ootnmissioner's,’ in both places in which it occurs, the words 
‘ (Jollocior’s or such Deputy Collector's ' bo substituted.’' 

In doing so lu? said : — As the object of this amondment has been practi- 
cally gained by the repeal of clause Second of Regulation HI of 1828, it is no 
longer necessary for me to move this amendment.’’ 

The lion’ble Mr. IIai:e moved that tiie Bill, as settled in Council, be 
passed . 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

THE BENGAL REPEALING BILL, 1905. 

The Hon’ble Mrw. Earbe moved that the Bill to ^.repeal the Beno^al 
C ontagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 1880, taken into consideration. ^ 

'Idle Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Ilon’blc Mk. Eakue also moved that the Bill be passed. He 
observed ; — ^ 

1 said on tlie previous occasion all I had to say in regard to this 
Iwepoaliiig Bill, and 1 have nothing further to add to-day.” 

d he Motion was put and agreed to. 

(Wutta; j L. c. ADAMI, 

The ISth Marchy 1905. j Becreiary to the Bengal Council. 
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Abstract of the Pro ceding s of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of Peng at y 
asiicmhled un icr the procisiois oj the Indian Councils ActSj 1861 and 139:^, 

Tlio Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 18(h Marcli, 
]90:>, at 11 A M. 

P r c e c n t : 

Tlie Iloii’hh' SiK Andk! uv Fkasf.k, k.c.s.i., Lieutenant-Governor of 

prci>hU)f^f. 

• Th(' Ilon'Lle Mk. L. IIauf, c.i.i:. 

The lloii'bh' Mk. K. G. GnerA. 

'i'he llon'bh^ 10. AV. Colijn. 

I’he llon’blc! All: K*. W. Caklvli:, c.i.i:. 

”J'ht‘ il()u'l)le All:. W . A. IxcLis. 

'I’Jie Iloii'blo Ail:. L. J*. Siiiri:l.s. 

'riie lioirbh^ Mi;. 11. A\'. { \ CAKNorri', < .i.r;. 

Tli(' IloiTble All:, 'V, Gi:i:i:i;, r.s.i. 

The Tioir’olo Kali 1‘ai)A (iiiosji, m.a., i;.],. 

'The IloiTbh' JiAiui Jhrui’FN’DKA Nath iiAsn, m.a., b.l. 

The IJoirbh* JbMu; Salkhiam Sinoh. 

The llon'l>h' Ail:. C. F. Lakmouic. 

'J'he lioiTble Alii. A. A. Ai’car, 

Tie.-*! loii'bie Haul: A.mhika Chakan MA/.rMUAi:. 

"J'lie lluii'ljle AIk. J. ( 'uALDurKi, .m.a. 

'Tije lIoii’]>le Ib^.JA Han Hlhaih Kathk, c.h.i. 

NFW MKAIHEIT 

The OonTle AIk. CAKNbLi f took his seat in Council, 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

THE GOBAOHAT ROAD WITHIN THE BHADRESWAE MUNICIPALITY 
The Ilon^blo Babu Bhcpendra Nath Basu said: — 

Is the Government aware that the Sub* Divisional OfHcor, Serampore, has 
made over a considerable portion of another important public thoroughfare, 
“ Gorerghat Road” within tho Bhadreswar Municipality to Messrdr. 
Thomas Duff & Co., and the said road has already been taken possession 
of by the Company ? lias tho transfer been made under tho Land Acquisition 
Act? If not, does the Government consider tho transfer legal? 

'Idle Hon’blo Mr. Shirres replied: — 

“ It has been ascertained tliat the Sub-Divisional Officer, Serampore, has not 
made over any portion of the Gorerghat Road within tho Bhadreswar Muni- 
cipality to Messrs. Thomas Duff & Co.” 

^lllE CAl.CUTTA UNIVI^RSITY TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The Ilon’ble Babu Amjhka (hjARAN Mazumuar asked : — 

(a) Has the attention of tho Governinont been called to an article in 
the Indian Mirror of tho 2()th December last, in whi(;h it is stated that there 
lias been established in Calcutta a ‘‘ Teaiiheis’ Association ” which seeks to 
control tho action of the Senate and the Syndicate of the University ? 

(/y) AVb'lI the Governinont be pleased to inquirt* if there are any teachers 
or professors belonging to any Government School or College among the 
membiM's of this Association? And will His Honour tho Lioutonant-Govx'rnor, 
as Rector of the University, bo further jdeased to ascertain how many members 
of this Association are among the Senate and in the Provisional Syndicate of 
tho University? And how many of them are in Government servi(;o? 

U') Does the Government approve of Gov(‘rnment officers forming part 
of an organization which, without any sort of official responsibility, thus seeks to 
prejiare M^ork for tho Senate and tho Syndicate and fetter the independent 
delegations of these important bodies? 

The Hon’ bio Mr. Carnduff replied: — 

‘‘(rjr) Tho Lieutenant-Governor is awaro of the existence of an Association 
called the ‘Calcutta University Teachers’ Association,’ the ohjecbvjf which is 
‘to provide University teachers with opportunities for the discussion of educa- 
tional questions and the formation and public exprc'ssion of definite professional 
ojiinion.’ All jiorsons who follow, as their main occupalion,^>the profession of 
teaching in colleges or other institutions affiliated to the Calcutta University, 
or who, liaving been formerly so engaged, are mainly employed Jn tho direc- 
tion or inspection of teaching, are eligible for election as mcmbeis of the 
Association. 

“ {h) There are several teachers or professors in Government institutions 
who arc members of tho Association. Some of these are also among tho 
member.s of tho Senate and of tho Provisional Syndicate of the University. 

“(r) The Lieutenant-Governor entirely approves of tho existence of tho 
Association and of its objects. Ho considers that it is very desirable to promote 
greater intercourse among teachers and to enable them to meet together 
periodically to discuss ([uestions affecting education. Enquiiy, whicU His 
Honour has thought it necessary to make, shows tliat tho Association does not 
seek to control the action of the Senate and Syndicate of the University, nor to 
fetter these bodies in the discharge of their important duties. It is true that, 
on one occasion, a suggestion was mado that all tho memuers, who are afso 
members of the b'enate, should bind themselves to act together in regard to a 
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University matter ; but this su^^<‘stion was not accepted or acted on. His 
Honour would certainly disapj)rovo of Govorninont officers belonging* to any 
.organisation whicli ferterod them in the discharge of their duties either as 
Government servants or as Fellows of tlio Universit}’’ or members of the 
Syndicate. Hut he has been assured, and is satisfied, tlnit it is not one of the 
objects of this Association to do anything of the kind ; and His Honour believes 
that Govorumont otbeors may belong to it not only without injury, but with 
advantage to the work that they have to do." 

• 

INCOMK-TAX ASSKSSMICNT IN UKNGAL DFRING THK VKARS 1901-11*04. 

The Hon’ble ]3 ahi: Amuika Chauan Mazumoar said : — 

On examining the figures given in the statoment of Income-tax Assess- 
ment for the yc^ars ll)02dn0d and, 100M904, aa furniahed by 

Government at my re(]iiest on tin' 4th March, 190,3, it appears that although 
the number of asscasees in eaeh of tlie six (dassoa noted therein was pretty 
steady in both th(‘ years 1901-1902 and 1902*19(^4, then^ w^as a remarkable 
increase in flie number (»f a^8(\sse(‘s with income of Jvs. 1,000 — 1,230 in every 
district in 190h-1904, — flic year in avhieh Act XI of 1904 c imo into forco 
granting exemption to all iiu oines below Ks. 1,000, — while in not a few of the 
districts su(?h incr(‘ase was nearly double of the prc'vious yi’urs ; and tliat on the 
whole while tlie number of as.sc'SM'es in this class (r.g., Us. 1,000 — 1,2.30) stood 
lit nearly 12,0(K) in Imth the years 1901-1902 and 1902-190;i, it sudchmly 
rose to i9,0()0 ir\ 190-M!IOI; hut tliit such striking tiuctuations were not 
observable in tli(‘ other class, s (eg/., IN. 1,2.30 — UfiOlh l^s. 1,.300 -l,7r)0 and 
Its. 1,750 — 2,<K)0) which still (auitimnal pretty steady. And as regards the 
ieniand of tux also it would furtliei' appt'ar that wliiie th(‘ (b'crease in tbo 
'evenue on account <d’ exemption oi all incomes Indow lis. 1,()0() ought aloru? to 
lave come to nearly A/ZV/v of rujXM s, the total revenue for tlie ^uiar 1903- 
1004 did not show an e(juivtdent jiercontage of decu'caso upon tlie previous 
rX‘ar. 

{(/) In view of the abf»v(' fact* and flirures, will the Government be ))l(^asod 
o eiKjuir(‘ whether or not a large numb(u- of persons who were (uititied tf> 
•xemption from taxation mider Act XI of 1903 have liad tinur iuconn^H 
Li’hitrarily raisiHl so tis to be includ(‘d in the lowest grade of aKS(‘HHment in 
903-1904, thereliy frustrating to a larg(; extent the bcmevohaif intentions of 
Government in raising- tin* minimum of taxable limit to Its. 1,000? 

(b) Will iho Government ]j(5 furtber pleased to warn all income-tax 
ifTicers against any attemjit at tamjiering with a concession which the Goveni- 
aerit has gei^erously granted t<> a poor j>co]>le particularly in comiuoinoratioii 
f liis Majoty's uccossioii to the O’br one ? 

The Ilon’ble M#i. SiiiRiiLs rejilh d : — 

‘‘The Hoard of itevenue Ins aHk(‘d the local officers to explain the increase 
a tbo irynber of assessees in tiie lowest grade. Until the repines have beoa 
eccived and euiittidcred no furtber instructions on the subject can be issued.” 

TllK Elirc ATION DEPARTMENT. 

The Hon’ble Baru Amrika Charan Maz(;.mi>ar said: — 

(«) In view of the congestion which has taken place in the Educational 
ervicos as organised in LS.o; and tbo want of attraction which they still 
resent to distinguished men in adopting tlie Educational Department, will the 
rovernment bo pleased l(.> consider whether it is not tiirie to re considtir and 
2 -adju.st tbo system of 1899 and place the Educational »Sorviee.s on a moro 
itiefactory and attractive basis? 

Will the Gov( rnment ha further pleased to lay on tbo table a statement 
staining the following particulars regarding tbo officers in tho Hubordiiiato 
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Kducatinjuil Sfjrvico outside Ihr tjrade ('stabli??lied under the re-organization of the 
iiciigal Kduciutioiial i>e])artujont in 1^500 ? — 

(i) the names of such ofheers ; 

(ii) lluur edueatiuiial qualifications; 

(iii) their ))rchent i‘alur 3 ^ ; 

(iv) the (Lite of their first a})})ointinont ; 

(v) llu; date on wliicli the^' wore admitted to their present salarv. 

The llon’ble ISIu. Caknditff re])]ied : — 

(«) The importanc(‘ of re-organisin;r the Education Df'partincnt has been 
fully realised by the C;ovorin/ient of i'>engal ; and a selieme, is now lieforo the 
Governnuuit of India. It includes tlie Provincial and ISubordinate Educational 
Services and ilui ungraded oflicjrs of the Dej)artment. 

“ (/>) In these circumstances it seems unnecessary to give the detailed 
information aakod for.^’ 


MOirrXLTTY IN TJIF .IliSSORE DISTlileT. 

Tlio Jloidblc CiiAi:i)iiT]K] said: — 

According to the last fVnsus llopovt t:ie population of tin' district of 
Jessorci shows a decrease of 7i),i>72 in tln^ course^ of ten A c ars, whidi, -again, 
is over J more than tlu^ dt'clino of po])ulation during the })ievdous ten 

years, and fnrtiier tlit^ mortalitv in tin* district during PH_)1 vy^^vLtiod tlu* Inrths 
by over 1 1,000. In vie*w of siieli rapitlly ineri asing mold alit in the district 
duo to siicli pre V('n table di.seas(‘s as niahiii.d fevea* and cholera, lias the* 
Government enquired into Vnr. c:ius('s tlicreof, and' cvill the (h)V('rnment bti 
])lcas(*d to state what steps havn^ bc'(*ii taken or nia^' be in contemiil ition to 
remove such causes'. ^ 

'Ph(^ Tlon’lile Mu. .Siin:m:s replied : — 

'‘The figures (piotod by the llon'ble IMcanbor from tlio (Vmsus Uoport are 
correct. There has boon no rca-ent increase* in tin* dt‘a‘ li-r.it c* from cholera in 
Jessore. 01ie moitality in the year 1 001 was unusuallv higli, but the avenmo 

mortality in the five years ending witii lOO l was exactly tlm same as tint of 

the preceding (pumpn'iiniuim Daring tin* same (|uiin]n<mnial periods the dc'atlm 
rate attrihuted to fever has increased from 00- (iO to d2-0S. This suhjeet was 
discussed in the Ih^solution on the last Annual Pcqiort of the Sanitary ( ?om- 
inissionei* for Jiengal ; and it was shown tliat the increase in the death-rate 
in certain distri(ds during the five years ending with 100*2 ns cominired with 
tlie preceding five ^'ears had been eoineident with an inerease iu the rainfall 
in those districts, while in the ri'inaining districts of tJ>e iTovince and in 
the Province* as a Aslnde there laid hi'c*!. a decrease. Jn J.-son^ the rain- 
lall increased from an axerage of 470U) incla*s in tlie five years onding with 
ES07 to MbU; iiulios in the tiv(* yeais i*i:ding with 1002. Tlie feistmw of 
Jessoro fever, or as is usually caJleal Purdwan fever, is a long one, an I much 
has bven writt(*ii regarding it. There is every reason to sii[)j)os(; tliat the 
mortality due to it Avhen it first n])pi*ared was nhicli greater tlian it has been in 
recent years, altliough no re liable statistics are available for the l arlier years. 
Accounts of it wiU Ijc found in ilunterhs Gazetteer in liis statistical accounts of 
the Purdwan and Je.vsore districts and in tlie last Census Report by Mr, Gait. 
A ( oiiinusMon Avas appointed to enquire into it in the year l^Gl; and another 
t ominissioii enquired again in 18vSl. In 1900 (/aptain Pogors made another 
> v ith sjiecial iGerenco to the riparian Municij>alitics ; and af»*aiu 

• V) recent adAuinees in bacteriological science, lie "was 

specially dcjiuted to make anotlier enquiry in Dinajpur. I'he last enquiry yield- 
oil impoEaid results. It has Itmg been kiioAvn tliat certain types of fever classed 
as malaria do not Aueld to quinine, but we are only now begiunimr to be able 
to dilJorcntiato them. As the diagnosis of the chaukidar has to be relied on it 



19050 


45 


Que^itotu and Antm^rs* 

Shirres ; Mr, ChaudhuH.^ 

cannot be stated what proportion of the deaths are due to true malaria* 
Government has recently increased the quantity of quinine in pice packets and 
has taken steps to add to the quinine factory and to increase the number of 
oentres of distribution. It may also be added that a scheme is under consider^ 
ation for <lraininff some of the bliils in the district of Jessore into the 
Bhoirab.’^ 


MORTALITY IN THE NATOR SUB-DIVISION 
• The Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri said: — 

Is not the extraordinary death-rate in the Nator Sub-division (55*77 
per millo) durirj^ the 3 'ear 1904 and the hi^h rate of mortality prevailing 
during previous years (var^’in^ between 40 and 50 per millo) and the 
general decline of population 111 the sub division chiefly duo to scarcity 
of good drinking water and the obstruction of the natural drainage of the 
country ? AA ill tlio Government bo pleased to enquire whether the removal 
of the sand-bars at the source of the river Bural, ensuring an abundant flow 
of water from the l^adnia river through such streams as the Mushakhan^ Narad, 
Gadai and Nuiulng<u)ja and the automatic flushing out of the bcels by such 
streams during tlio rainy season, effectively remove the causes of such lioavy 
mortal it}', the North Bengal State Hailway lino being also provided, whore 
necessary, with a sufTicioiit number of culverts to prevent the accumulation 
of stagnant water ? 

If the above bo found, on inquiry, a sufliciont ronicdy, would the 
Government bo pleased to take such steps as it may deem necessary for the 
purpose? 


The llon’blc Mr. Shirrf.s replied . — 

“A r(‘j)ort has been called for from the Commissioner of the Rajshahi 
Division on tlie subji‘c^ of this (juestion. What action will betaken on it 
mnnot of course be stated until it has be( 5 n received. 


FEVKR IN TIIK NADIA DISTItlCT 
The IJon’blo Mp. Chaudhuri said: — 

IIss tlio (Jovornmrnt enquired into tho causes of InVh rato of mortnlilv 
ni^evaihn-r 111 the Nai la district duriiiK tho last threo yours, and have 

heen adopted to cope with the cpidimiiis of cholera and 

<»' •"» ■'it'" 


I'ho Ilon’ble^lR. Shirres replied: — 

.0 cq‘ ik''" fever in tho district of Nadia in tho year 1901 was 

.9 69, the a%erage of tho preceding hvo yearn having boon ;53 04. Tho sumo 
ronoml remarks apply to fever in Nadia as to fovor in Jessore. All that can 
>e said IS that the recent advances which have been made in our knowlediro 

on^t.^'nJ ‘ , ‘Malaria’ raise the 

lope that wc mav soon learn how to deal more effectively with these diseased. 

4a regal ds chofera there has, ns stated by tho Ilon’blo Member boon an 
jpidemjc of that disease during tho last three years. Unfortuiia’telv such 

t’C^un'cnce in Nadia, and tho opidemies of i. 

:880, of 1891 and 1892 and of 1894 to 1806 wc«, .?! Krirulont i .a^tl™ 

f""' Ihc p„o|,lo llumKl.,, ,o con.orvr. d 

►rotect from contamination the sources of w^atcr-Hiinnlv or^/i + -r -i 

^ter by boiling or filtering ; but the difliculties wHoh mlc aris^-n L ^^nneetion 

nth several Municipalities in Nadia shfcw that the Btaudard T dLtvT reirnr l 
0 aamtation m that district is very low.” Brauoaiu ot auty m regaid 
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the CALCUTTA PORT (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1906. 

The Hon’blo Mb. Inglis moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the 
Calcutta Port Act, 1890. He said 

“Sir, the Bill has been circulated to Members of the Council and the 
Statement of Objects and Repns explain ge^^fJ^^J^w^^em^rLTin further 

Bcopc of the iJiil. I propose theroforf> ow 

ejcplanation of the 

occoiid clause of the Bill proposes to add to the number of th^ 
i^ommiBsioncrs by two. The Commission of the Port of Calcutta is constituted 
under sections 5 and 6 of tlie Act. There is a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman, 
there are eight elected Commissioners and five nominated Commissioners. Of 
the elected members it is provided by the Act that five shall bo elected by the 
Bengal Chamber of Comiiierce, one by the Calcutta Trades Association, one 
by the Corporation of Calcutta, and one by such body or firm.s as the Local 
Government shall from time to time 8eh‘(tt as representing the interests of the 
native mercantile community. The election of this Commissioner is entrusted 
to the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. The five nominated Com- 
missioners aie distributed as follows : d'ho Deputy Director of the Koyal 
Indian Marine ; the (collector of Customs ; a representative of the Inland Steam 
Navigation Companies and two representatives of the Railways. As Members 
of Council are well awart^, there are thieo large Railway systems which 
centre in Calcutta: the Last Indian Railway, the Bengal-Nagpur Railway 
and the Eastern Bengal State Railway, These Railways are all largely 
interested in the Port. Tiieir inlerests are, however, soineiimibs divergent and 
may occasionally be antagonistic. Under existing conditions at any one time 
two of the three Railway systcuns are rej:)icseiited on the Cfuninissifin by a 
system of rotation. It is held to bo desirable that the three Railway systems 
should bo continuously re})resentod on the Commission, and it is })roj)osed to 
give effect to this by allocating one of the additional Commissioners to the 
Railway interest. 


“It is also held to bo desirable tliat the town of Howrah should be 
represented on the Commission, and it is intended that the second Additional 
Commissioner should bo either the Magistrate of Howrah or some other person 
selected to represent that town. 

“ Clauses 3, 4 and 5 of the Bill are required to enable the Port Com- 
inissioneiB to establish and work a fi rry service on the Hooghly. At present 
the Coinuiissioners are authorised to work a ferry between Arnnmiau Ghat and 
Howrah. This authority tin y obtained under the ])rovision8 of Uio Howrah 
Bridge Act, and it is limited to a service to be maintained in connection with 
the bridge trafiic onl^'. * 


“ It is now almo.st exactly two years since tlie Port Commissioners brought 
tills matt or to the notice of Government and asked for legislation. When they 
came up they asked for powers not only to enable them* to work a ferry 
service on their own account but they also asked for powers to regulate the 
fares of all boats carrying passengers within the port. 

“ They also asked for powers to enable them to make, alter or repeal bye* 
laws dealing with ferries and other boats employed as public conveyances 
within the Port. The pou ers last ineulionod involved an interforence with 
vested rights of the District Board of tlie 21-Pargana8 in certain public ferries 
>vhicb they hold undt‘r the Bengal Eerries Act. This involved a somewhat 
prolonged corrospondenee. It w^as eventually arranged that the Commis- 
sioners of the Port should purchase the rights held by the District Board in 
ttio ferries, and this having been done it is not necessary to make any provi- 
sion for the matter in this Bill. It will, however, probably be necessary at a 
lat^r date to make a small amendment in the Bengal Ferries Act. 

“ When the draft Bill was submitted to the Government of India last Juno, 
the Government of India suggested ceilain minor amendments and they took 
exception to the provision by which powers were to be given to the Coinmissioners 
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of the Port to regulate the fares of all boats carrying passengers. They 
pointed out that Iho Commissioners might themselves be competing for 
passenger traffic with the owners of other boats, and it was not advisable that 
•the Comniissionors should have power to fix the rates at which their compe- 
titors should carry passengers. I'his was accepted by the 13ongal Oovoriiuient, 
and a revised draft of the Bill was sQbniitt€‘d to the Governmoiit of India last 
December, and the permission of the Secretary of State to the adoption of the 
Bill was received at the end of February. 

I think I may say without fear of contradiction that the establishment 
of a ferry service in the Ilooghly will meet a public want. I think it is also 
generally agreed that under existing conditions the wn>rking of such a service 
by the Port Commissioners will be for the jmblic convenience ; at all events 1 
think there are ample reasons for askihg that the l\)rt Commissioners may be 
legally enabled t© establish and work a ferry sorvico. At present under the 
•provision of section of the Act the Port Commi.^sionors have authority to 
purchase or to lease moveable property generally. This no doubt would cover 
the purchase or hire of steauiors. The Tort Conimissioners are, liowovor, not 
Huthorisod to build steam vessels except for the service of towing vi'ssels within 
the })ort. Sub-scction (7) of section 85 empowers them to build steam vessels 
required for ttie purpose of towing vessels in liie port, it is proposed by clause 
3 of the Hill to give the Port Commissioners ]>ower to build vossols suitable for 
llie carriage of passengers and goods. 

“ By clause 5 of the Bill it is sought to give the C'ommissionors j)ow(t to 
frame charges for tlie carriage of passcugers and goods. The elTi ct of 
clause. 4 of the Jiill is to restrict the Port C/ommiKsioners ^rom the carriage of 
goeds without the sanction of the Local Governim nt. I may say that the 
Port Commissioners do not desire to con)p(3te witli other carriers for tlu' 
conveyniicti of goods, but it may bo nc'ccesarv and desirable nt times tljrrf they 
should have authority to cany goods. ddie l..ocal Government Ims ample 
pow( rs UTiuci seetion lu/ ot tiio Act to (lontrol all sehedules of charges which 
may bi' fraineil by tlie Port Coinmissionors. 

“Clause 0 of the Ifill deals with a dilferent matter. llndc»' section 0, sub- 
section (/), clause (A') of the Indian Ports Act, the Local Government iiuo novver 
to muk(3 certain rules. The wmrds of the Act are: 

TliH Local GovomTiiont may, in addition to any rnlos which it may innko nndi'r any 
other Giiaotmeiit for tlio t^me being m force, make sach rulefl, ron8i8t< nt witli tliip Art, as it 
thinks necessary for any of the following yairpoHes, namely: — (tdauso Aj for licensing 
and regulating eatarnarans plying fur hire and fiats and cargo, pa^songei and other boats 
jdving, whether; for biro- or nut, and wlicther regularly or only occasionally, m or partW 
within find yinrtly without any Huoh port, and for determining the <piantity of cargo or 
number of yiassengora to bo carried by any suoli ves.'^els. 

or 

“By section 8 of the Indian Ports Act, sub-Hcction ( /), the tyousf rvator <^f 
any I’ort subject to this Act may, witli respect to any Vf'ssel within the J){>rt, 
give directions for f:arrying into eliect any rule for the turn} Lung in force 
therein under section 0. 

“ By sect!f>n 7 of tlie srnne Act, the Local Governmont shall ajipoint somo 
oflicor or body of jiersons to be Gonsorvator of every Port subject to thi.s Act. 
Under the powers given in this section the CommissioiKTS of th (3 I*ort of 
Calcutta have been appointed Conservators of the Port. The case, therefore, 
stands thus: The Local Government has power to make rules for regulating 
and licensing all beats other than C-itamarans whether plying for hire or not. 
ddie Commissioners of the Port in their capacity of Conservator have iiowers 
to carry the rules into effect. There is, liowever, no autlioritv iu section 0 of 
the Indian Ports Act or in any other section of that Act to authorise tlu^ 
charging of any fees for such licensing or rt gistration. For this we have to 
refer to section 100 of the Calcutta Port Act. Under this section the Com- 
missioners are authciised to frame a scale of charges and fees to be paid by 
the owners of vessels plyir.g for Hire. They have, however, no authority 
to frame any scale of fees or charges for boats which do not ply for hire. 



48 


The Calcutta Pori {Amendment) Bill, 1905. (]18th March, 1905,] 

[J/r. IngVe ; Bahu Bhupcmira Nath Ba9u,~] 

Clause 0 of the Bill has been introduced with the intention of removing this 
distinction. 

will, I think, bo generally admitted that as a part of the administration 
of tho port all boats which ply within it should be subject to control and should 
bo required to bo licensed and to be registered, and I see no reason why a dis- 
tinction should bo drawn in the matter of fees between those boats which ply 
for hire and those boats which ply only for their owners. As I have already 
said, under section 107 the Local Government has ample power to control the 
scale of charges which may be suggested by tho Port Commissioners. Sub- 
section (^) of section 107 roads thus: ‘It shall also be competent to the Local 
Government at any time to cancel any of the scales framed under soctions 
103 to 106 (both inclusive), or to call upon tho Commissioners to modify any 
portion of such scales and thorcupoif the Commissioners in meeting shall 
modify such scales accordingly.’ With these remarks, 1 move for leave to 
introduce the Bill.” 

Tho Motion was put and agreed to. 


Tho II on’ bio Mr. Inqlis introduced the Bill, and moved that it be read 
in Council. 


Tho Hon’blo Babu Biiupendra Nath Basu said: — “With reference to the 
observations which have fallen from the Hon’ble Mr. Inglis in introducing tho 
Bill 1 have only one remark to make. It seems that provisions are going to be 
made which will enable tho Port Comniissionors to compote against private 
enterprise. If tho Port Commissioners are allowed to establish ferries and to 
ply boats for hire both as regards ptissengor traflic and goods they will bo 
formidable rivals against private owners of boats and private carriots. I hope, 
Sir, public? opinion will bo invited as regards tlie desirability of conferring these 
j)owei8 upon tho Port Commissioners. There is no doubt, as tho Uoii’ble 
Mr. Inglis said without fear of contradict’'"-'^ ^ ferries 

will be a great boon conferred on t' pn t)lic, but I may remind HonTlo Members 
of this Council thnt oi Ca cutta, Lave a great f.-rievunce with 

regard to th- service and if tlio llon'ble Mr. Greer could 

unV ‘'m providing suitable Jiacknoy-carriuges for tlio people of 

..Icutta we would all bo very thankful to him; but fl.o question uill nrisi as to 
how far public bodies uith practically unlimited resources, should be allowed 
to enter info competition with private individuals, and it is in roifard to that 
part of the llill that I would ask tho Members of tho Sob'ct Committee which 
IS going to be framed to devote their careful attention and also to call the 
Httuntiou of tlio public to tliost' provisions,’’ 


Tlio Motion was put and agrcod to and tho Bill was road accordingly. 

llon’ble Mr. Jnulis said: — ‘‘ 1 need not add to tho remarks which 
J havo made in asking for leave to introduco tho Bill. It can, 1 think, hardly 
bo said to bo a contentious nioasuro. Possibly I am taking ^ rather too hopeful 
a view of this; still 1 tliiuk there is not likely to bo much opposition. At the 
same time it provides for tiireo soparuto matters, in two oi wh’ch tho public 
generally and ceituin firms and associations aro distinctly interested. It is 
therefore desimble that tiie clauses of tho Bill should bo well scrutinised in 
f ommitteo. I now move that tho Uill bo referred to a Select Committee. 
couHistiug of the llon’ble Mr. llmo, the Uon’ble Mr. B. JL. Gupta, the Ilon’blo 
Mr. Apear, the Hou’blo Babu Nalin Beliari Sircar and myself, with iuBtructioas 
to report to the Council on tho '-Joth instant.” 


d’ho Motion was put and agreed to. 

Tho Council was thou adjourned to Saturday, the 2i>th March, 1905. 


OAEcirrTA ; \ 

The ^8th March, 1903. / 


L. C. ADAMI, 

Ofg. Secretary to the Bengal Council. 



Abstract of the Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal y 
assembled under the provisions of the Indian Councils ActSy 1861 and 189S, 


The Council met hi the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 2r>th March, 
1905, at 11 A.M. 

J]r£6cnt: 

The Hon’ble Sir Andrew Fraser, k.c.s.i., Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, presiding. 

The Ilon’ble Mr* L. Hare, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. G. Gupta. 

The Hon’bh' Mr*B. L. Gupta. 

I he Hon’blo Mr. P. O'Kinealy, Advocate-General of Bengal. 

The lion’blo Mr. K. W. Culijn. 
r^ie Hon’blo Mr, U. \V. Carlyuk, c.i.e. 

The Hoii'bh^ Mr. W. A. Inulis. 
rhe Iloirblo Mr. L. P. Siiirriis. 

Th(‘ Ilon’blo Mu. II. W. C. Carnduff, c.i.e. 

The Hoii*ble Mr. R- T. Gref.r, ( .s.i. 

The Ilon’ble Bauu Kali I’ada Ghosh, m.a., b.l. 

The Hou’blo Hauu Uhupendka Nath Bash, m.a., h.l. 

The Ilon’ble B^uu SALiaRAM Sinhh. 

The yon'Sle Mk. C. F. Lak.mohr. 

The llon'blo AIe. A. A. Apcak. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Chaean Mazumhak. 

The lion’blo Me. J. CnAunnuEi, m.a. 


The Hon’ble Raja Ban Behabi Kapub, c.b.i. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

• SELECTION OF TEXT-BOOKS. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu asked : — 

(a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the article 
entitled Paihya Nirddharan-Rahasya or “ The Secret of the SeloctioJi of 
Text- Books” in the Bammati newspaper of the 3rd September, 1904, and wMl 
the Government be pleased to say wliat steps have been taken to remove the 
grievances mentioned in the said article ? 

(^) Will the Government bo pleased to state if it is a fact that the names 
of the experts appointed by the Director of Public Instruction, for the prelimi- 
nary examination of books intended for primary schools are kept secret, and, 
if so, will the Government be pleased to state the reasons why tne names are 
kept secret? 

(c) Is the Government aware that, in spite of the existence of books written 
by Bengali authors and published in India, and approved by the Text- Book 
Committee, books published by English publishers, such as Messrs. Macmillan 
& Co., Messrs. Blackio & Sons, and adversely criticized by the press and the 
public, are given undue preference by the Education Department? 

(fl?) Is the Government aware that, contrary to i^ declared policy of 
destroying monopoly in text-books and giving encrmragement to deserving 
authors, text-books written by the same authors, notwithstanding the existence 
of other text-books approved by the Text-Book Committee, are selected year 
after year ? 

(e) Ik the Government aware that, for Standard VI, the Text-Book 
Committee recommended 6 books, of which 5 wore written by Jiengali Athors 
and published in India ^nd one was publislied by Messrs. Blackie & Sons, 
and that the Education Department has appoint! ‘d the book published by 
Messrs. Blackio & Sons as the text-book in all the nine Divisions in Jlengal, 
and will the Government be pleased to state if it approves of such a 
proceeding ? 

(/) Will the Government be pleased to state upon whose opinions the 
Director of l^ublic Instruction prescribes the text-books from amongst th<i list 
prepared and recommended by the Text- Book Committee ? 

(g) Will the Government be pleased to appoint Boards of Studies in the 
Text- Book Committee for the selection of text-books for primary and middle 
twdiools every year, a measure wliich will remove the grievances of the writers 
and meet the complaints of the public ? 

# 

The Ilon^ble Mr. Carnduff replied : — 

“ Sir, the following are the answers to these questions :* — 

(a). The article referred to had attracted the attention of the Director of 
Public Instruction, who found it to bo based on an imperfect kn6wledge of the 
facts of the case and considered that no action was called for. Thus it is coiti- 
plained that in the month of January, 1904, the names of some good books were 
included in the list of text- books, and that it is a matter of surprise that they 
had no place in the list published in August, 190 1. But the procedure is that 
lists of books approvea of as text-books are published in the Calcutta Gazette 
twice in each year, viz., in January aiid July ; those that are approved of after 
the issue of the July list being shewn in the Calcutta Gazette in January, and 
those that are approved of after the issue of the January list being shewn in the 
Gazette in July; and it is not the practice to mention any twice over in the 
Gazette in the course of the same year. 

^‘ (^). It is a fact that the names of the experts to whom books are forwarded 
by tbe office of the Director of ’ Public Instruction for preliminary examination 
are not published. There is no regular list of such experts kept in the office 
of the Dii'ector of Public Instruction, nor is their number fixed. When books 



1906.] 


51 


Questions and Aneufsrsm 

[Mr. Camduf ; Bobu Bhupendra Nath Basu.J 

are submitted by authors for approval, they are sent for preliminary examin- 
ation to selected competent Professors, Head Masters, Head Pandits or Inspecting 
, Officers (not below the rank of a Deputy Ipsjiector) according* to the nature ox 
the subject treated of, the selection of experts for the purpose of such examin- 
ation being made from the whole bod} of such JLducational Officers and not 
from a limited number of them. It would serve no useful purpose to make 
their names known to the public : on the contrary, such a course might do 
harm rather than good, as authors miglit bo tempted to bring personal influence 
t44 bear. It may also be stated that in no case is the <*ondemnatioTi of a. book 
by a single expert accepted by the Director; that when a book is unfavourably 
reviewed, it is sent to one or more other experts for their opinion, no mention 
b<'ing made of the fact of a previous examination, anti that it is only on the 
result of tw^o or three unfavourable expert opinions that a book is tinally 
condemned. 

(e) and (/). A comparatively limited number of books under the now 
scheme of vernacular education has so far been jniblished liy Indian aiithiTrs; 
and, therefore, the complaint that the productions of Knglish authors n^cudve 
an unduly large share of patronage is not justified. Sinci^ tin* intr(»duction of 
that scheme only one Miadb* Vernacular Geography, one Middle VeriuMuilar 
Science Reader, one Upper Primary History, one I'ppii* tbimar^ Geograpisy, 
one Upj>er Primary Science Rt^ader and one Low’or Primary Scienen* Readt*r 
in Urdu and Uriya have been ret^omniended to Governuumt by tlie b (‘xf-Rook 
Committee, and all of these were publishe i by Messrs. Macmillan di (’o. 

‘^Tho Director of Public Instruction undertakes the duty of selecting t«‘Xt> 
bonks for tlui scholarship examinatioiiH only in order to Hecun‘ uniformity and 
fairness ill tlu' competition among the candidates for su(*b seboJarships, sciionls 
sending up candidates for scholarships brdng alone required to read tlie bof)ks 
sidccttnl. In making his* selection the Dirc'ctor sends a copy of each of th<' 
hoiks in the approved list for a particular standard to educational officers who 
art* known to he S|>eciali8t8 in the particular subjects cnutjeriied, and, aft<*r 
carefully considering tht* opinions passed by them, pcrsonaliv chooses such as 
seem to him to he most favourably rejioited upon. 

(d). In some cases the same text-hooks liave boon in ii>(' for more than one 
year for the scholarships examinations, sinqily because they liave bec‘n reported 
by exfierts Ut ht? tht* best on the subjects taken up. Hhould any hot*k b<‘ttrr 
than, or even of efpial merit with, any tme already in use he pubiished, it 
would certainly be uIIow'chI a platre in due e-ourse. 

The * six hooks n*commended by the I'ext-Book CominitUe for 
Standard VI were examined critically by one t)f the leading <*xpert>t in 
Knglisli literature in Bengal, and the one by Messrs. Rlackio Sons was con- 
sidered by him to he distim'tly superior to the otla rs. For this reason alone, 
it was selected as a text-hook for all the divisions. 

“ ( .7). The Text -Book ( .’om mi ttee is too small to be split uj) into the 
numerous sections ntjuired for Boards of Studies for the selection of text- 
books for Primary and Middle Schools every year, and the suggtjstion uiade in 
this connection is (‘onsidered impracticable, ’ 


KXTKNSION OF SKRVrCK I.\ THK liKNOAL PUBLIC WOKK.S SKCRKrAHlAl 
Tilt* Hoif bit* Bahu BnuPKNLRA Nath Bash asked : — 

Has the attention of the Government of Bengal Iwien drawn to an 
article that appeared in the BrnfjaUe newspaper of the l«th March, 1905 , headed 
“ IndiscrimiuaU.' Extensions of Service in the Btmgal Public Wt>rkH Secretariat ”? 
Will the Government ht; pleased to inquire whether the fat:ts therein statt d arc 
coiTect? If so, will the Government, having in vitjw tlie hardsliij) urineet^s- 
sariiy caused to the large number of junior assistants employed in that ofiiiX) 
Mid also to maintain tho standard of efiiciency necessary for the proper 
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performance of work, be pleased to issue such orders as may be considered 
desirable in connection with the grant of extensions of service to men employed 
in that office who have passed the age of 55? 

The Hon’ble Mu. Inglis replied : — 

‘‘Sir, .the article referred to has been laid before Government The 
(question of superannuation is regulated by the provisions of Chapter XVIII, 
Section IV of the Civil Service Regulations ; and Government finds no reascms 
for Supplementing these by special orders in regard to the Bengal Public 
Works Secretariat.” 

PROSRCimON OF BIBHUTI SHERUAR MUKERJEE BY MR. CAREY. 

The Ilon’blo Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu asked : — 

(a) Has the attention of the Government boon drawn to a paras'raph 
that appeared in the Amrita Bazar Patrika dated 16th February, 1905, regarding 
the prosecution of Bibhuti Shekhar Mukerjee, an Arms clerk of Berhampore, 
by Mr. Carey, the late District Magistrate of the district ? 

{b) Is it not a fact that case after case until they came up to ten was 
instituted against Bibhuti Shekhar Mukerjee ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state how many of these cases 
cmded in conviction, and what is the amount of cost incurred by Government to 
conduct the Unsuccessful cases ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carnduff replied: — 

“Sir, the answer to these questions is that the matter referred to by the 
Hon’ble Member attracted the attention of the Government some time ago, and 
the Commissioner was requested to report the results of all the prosecutions 
instituted, the number of which is believed to be ten, as stated, on their 
completion. The Commissioner’s final report is still awaited.” 

THE CASK OF BaBU ANNODA FROSAD MUKERJEE AND BABU BUNKIM CHANDRA 

MUKERJEE. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu asked : — , 

(a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the particulars 
of a case published in the Amrita Bazar Patrika of 22nd February, 1905, in 
which Babu Annoda Prosad Mukerjee and his son, Bunkim Chandra Mukerjee, 
were arrested and hauled up by the Golabari Police, Salkia, and also to the 
judgment of the Joint- Magistrate of Howrah, who made the following remarks 
on the action of the police : — 

I should not feel justified in oonoluding my remarks on the case without saying 
iomotning regarding the action of the police in this afEair. Their conduct in the case has 
boou to my mind most reprehensible and is deserving of serious notice. It is clear from the 
evidence recorded in the cose that, previous to the arrest of the accused, pradtioally no 
inquiry, or at the best a most perfunctory one, was made, and two rospectable men were 
arrested m broad daylight and in presence of a number of people under circumstances of a 
most ignominious character, merely upon the cx^parte statements of their enemies. There is 
every reason to believe that the version put forward by the defence, viz., that the arrest was 
engineered by the enemies of the accused in collusion with the police, is the true one. 

{b) Will the Government please state what action has been taken on the 
aforesaid remarks of the Joint-Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carnduff replied : — 

“ Sk, the answer to this question is that the case referred to is receiving 
the attention of Government, and the District Magistrate of Howrah has been 
directed to submit a full report through the Commissioner of Burdwan.” v» 
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TUK CASE OF MR. LYALL. 

The Ilon’blo Babu Kali Pada Gnosii asked : — 

Has tlio attention of Government been drawn to the letter of tho Dalton- 
jranj correhpondent of ti e / engaice published in its issue of tho 10th instant, 
in which it is ollegcd that Idr. Kyull, tho Deputy Commissioner of Palamau, 
has committed certain lii^h-hamled ac*s which Inivo given rise to grave appre- 
i^nsion in tlie minds of the people of tlio district? 

If so, will tho Government bo pleased to state whether any inquiry has 
l)een made with regard to tlu^ matter ? 

If not, will the Governnunt be phased to cause an inquiry to bo made 
into each of th^ spc'cific actwS mentiomd in the said letter, viz , — 

{a) Deputy (yoinmissioner’s trealment of Ihiaya Saheb of Nagar Ootari ; 
(/-•) Ditto ditto ditto Abdul Majid of Karoo Batooa ; 

(c) Prose(uition of Iiarnand ()jha; 

{<i) Ditto J^aioda Uabu, a local Mukhtar; 

(c) Levying rasad through the Polic(3 for the shi/car parties ; 

and inform the Council tho result of tho inquiry? 

If tho abov(‘ allegations be found to bo siib'^tantially true, will tho 
Government bo pl(‘as( d to taU(‘ steps which may bo doomed e xpedient for tho 
purpose of allnying the apj)rcIu‘nsioiis of tho pi'ople concerned ? 

d he Ilon'ble Mr. Carnduff re[)lied : — 

o — Plu. first two cases referred to bytho Ilon’blo Member Jiad already 
attracted the attention o^f tfu^ Licutenant Governor, who. had caused in({uirie8 
to be made' t]\roiigh tho ( '’oir missioner of tho Division, d'ho first was of a 
tritling character, and all that could la^ urg(‘d against Mr. Lyall was that his 
proci durc was nc)t (juiti* cr)rr('Ct. d'he otiicr case was found to relate to criminal 
proce(‘dings A\lnch were before the Courts and did not c.all for the intervention 
of th(* (ioverniiK'nt. 

“ Of tlu‘ other cases alluded to, tlio Hon’ble Mc'mber’s interpellation is 
the fiiht notice* tliat lias reaclnal the Lieutenant-Governor. His Honour has 
not tlnaight it iiecessaiy to take any action regarding ‘ tho prosecutions of 
Hainand Cjha nnd Saroda iinbu.’ Tlie Lieutenant-Governor has, however, 
inquired into the (jiiestion (d rasad^ and is infotmed that in the caso of one or 
two subordinate estates appertaining to a huger property whicdi was confiscated 
hy the Goveri'inent, it lias been the practice lor the jagirdars and lakhirajaars 
conci*rnt‘d do furnish Hup[>lie'^ free of cost to all Government otiicers, Mr. Lyall 
himself lias never apjiroved of tho practice, and has been desired to discoun- 
tenance it in future. Apart from those exceptional instances, Mr. Lyall is, the 
Lieutenant- Goviuaior is satisfied, particularly careful, not only to pay for all 
supplies received by him, hut also to see that tho payments reach those for 
whom they ^are intended, that they are not rnisapprcipriated, and that the 
people aic not opprespcd hy tho police. From all accounts, indeed, the tribute 
to Mr. Lyall’s kindly intere>t in tho people, which is paid at the close of the 
letter quoted by tho Hon’blo Member, is well deserved.’^ 

SITB-DI VISIONAL OFFICERS OP GOBINDPUIt AND KANIGANJ. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Qnosn asked ; — 

(a) Is tho Government aware that the Sub Divisional Officer of Gobind- 
pur in the district of Manbhum and tlie Sub- Divisional Officer of Raniirani 
in the district of Burdwan try important ciiniinal cases in camp far awav 
from sub'divisional head- quarters ? * . 

(i) Dom the Government approve of such practice which must necessarily 
coi^ernS* espouses on the parties and witnesses 
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(c) Will the Government be pleased to direct that touring officers, who 
have to try important criminal cases, will bo arrange their programme of tour 
that the dates of important criminal cases may bo fixed at the Sadar stations? 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Caunduff replied: — 

‘‘Sir — No complaints have reached this Government regarding the trial of 
important criminal cases by the Sub-Divisional Officers of Gobindpur aifd 
Ranigauj in camp far away from their respective head-quarters. 

“ In a sub-division the Sub-Divisional Officer himself is the only Magistrate 
competet»t to try important eases, while it is unquestionably in the interests of 
his charge as a whole that he should visit every part of it. liis tour arrange- 
ments must bo made moie or h ss in advance, and in these circumstances it is 
obvious that it would be impossible for him to refrain from trying important 
cases elsowliore than at las head-quarters. The most that the Government can 
do in this connertion it has already done by impressing it upon touring 
Magistrates both that they ehoiild endeavour to fix for the hearing of cases 
those dates on which they will themselves b (3 nearest the villages of the 
persons concerned, and also that ihev must not drag parties and witnesses 
about from camp to camp unnecessarily. A certain amount of inconvenience 
is, no doubt, inseparable from the touring system ; but it s’uould be remem- 
bered that, while some persons may thereby liave further to go than if the 
Magistrate wore at head -quarters, otln^rs obtain easier access to him and 
have their cases tried nearer their liornes.” 

THE CALCUTTA IMPROVEMENT SCHEME. 

The ITfin’hlo IIahu Bhupendra Natji Basu, in the absence of the Hon’blo 
Babu Nalin Beiiaki Sircar, a^ked : — 

{a) Will the Govornnierit bo pleased to mention the s^age which its 
proposals regarding the structural improvement of Calcutta have roachod ? 

(^) Have they been approved by the Government of India and the 
Secretaiy of State for India? 

(c) Do these jiroposals deal with only broad principles as regards the 
work of irnprovemeut, or do they deal witli a cut-aud i,*ry detailed plan of 
specific works ? 

(d) Has the financial aspect of the entiro scheme gonorally been dealt 
with in those proposals ? If s >, what is the estimated total cost, and what are 
the ways and means prop ised to meet the expenditure? 

(^) Do tlieae proposals involve the passing of any legislative measure? If 
80, when is such a measuio likely to be brought up before the Bengal Council, 
and when is it likely t<> be passed into law? 

{/) Are there any reasonable prospects of any work under this scheme 
being practically taken up in the course of the next financial year . 1905 - 00 ? 

I 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Shiureb replied : — 

“ The proposals regarding the structural ichprovement of Calcutta are 
before the Government of India, and tlie Lieutenant-Governor is not in a 
position to make any state uicnt regarding them.” 

TRIAL OP SESSIONS CASKS AND CIVIL SUITS IN THE JALPAIOUKI DISTRICT. 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri said: — 

When His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor visited Jalpaiguri the people 
bf the district represented to His Honour — 

(a) that under the arrangements at present in force in the di^^trict of 
Jalpaiguri regarding the trial of Sessions cases^ the Sessions 
Judge or the Assistaut Sessions Jud&re of Ransrour has to come 
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to tfalpaiguri once in a quarter to try such oases. Appeals and 
motions against orders of first class Magistrates liuve to be 
prcsenttnl at Uanirpur and heard there. '^I'his entails great 
hardship and inconvenience to persons committed to the Court of 
Sessions and those convicted by first class Magistrates, and they 
have often to remain in hajat for a considerable length of time 
before their cases are heard; 

(5) that tts regards civil suits in that district, those oxecoding Rs. 2,000 
in value and np|>enls from the ortlers of Munsifs are now heard 
by tho Subordinate Judge of Dinajpur, who under present 
arrangements holds his Court in Jalpaigiiri for 25 days in every 
quarter ; 

(c) that us regards civ’il suits from Rs. 1 ,000 to Ivs 2,000, although one of 
tlie I\I(jnsifsut Jalpaiguri is inves;e(l with powers to try Bach suits, 
yet his ordinary duties are so vcoy heavy that considerable delay 
at j)rc8ent occurs before such suits can be lieaid. 

His Honour kindly promised to enquire into above inatters and consider 
tho prayer of tlie pi opio that an Additional District and Sessions Judge might 
be permanently stati .ii< d at Jalpaiguri and sucli other stops as may bc^'^deomed 
necessary taken ioT bringing ( riminal and civil cases to a speedy trial. 

Will th(‘ Gov(‘rnment be pleased to state if tho matters referred to have 
been considered, aful, if so, what relief the Government proposes to give ? 


Tho Hon’ble lifu. Carniutff replied : — 

‘‘Sir- In tl»e reply to.tlio address referred to by tho Ilon’blo Moinbor thc^ 
L.ieutenant-G»>vornor, while ('xi)ressing his sympatliv for any inconvenienco that 
nigiit be caused by existing arrangemeiPs, pointed out that, on tlie figures before 
urn, tin* amount of civil and crimimil woik for disposal at Jalpai^^-iiri seemed 
.carcelyto justify the pr.sting to that station of an Additional District and 
“lessionfl Judgo. Ihs Honour at the saun^ time undertook to make a furtlu^r 
mquiry into the nnitt(‘r, and in accordance with that promise, the views of the 
district and Sessi ms Judges of Uangpur and Dinajnur, both of whom are 
concerned, woro (.btanud, and tho Hi-1, Comt wub tlion consultod q’ho 
Ion Wo Jndpos havo Since oxi.ros.sod tin- opinion that tho work which would 
oinolicforo an Additionol District and Sosbioiis Jud^ro at Jalpaiiruri would ho 
naunici|mt to. occupy any oou.sidornhlo projiortion of hin limo, and that it 
* poBBiblo for tho busincHB of tho district to I>o dealt with adequately nndoJ 
ho existing aiTun.soinonts. l!, ^^a. au.lod that tho civil busino«8 at J.^naiiruri 
^ad for 801110 tiriio boon roooivuig tlio Hpoiual uttontion of tho High Coui^ and 
hat any roconuiiondations that niiglit booiii dosirahlo would he mado to the 
loYornment as oycasion nugl.t arise. 'I'herc tho matter roBts, and t o 
aeutenant-Govcrn.ir ib contont to loavo it in tho hand.s of tho Uon’bJo Judges ” 


JOTEDARa IN THE WESTERN DUAR8 
The Hon' bio Mr. CriAUnnuRi asked : 

On the same occasion the people of tho ^ i 

jpreaented to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor that the /o^ffda/s^nf 
bvernment AAa* mahals in the WcBforn DuarB wer^ not aUo wed to 
iparate accounts for their respective shares under the provisions of th« Ro 
ale Law (Act XI of la59), though their areCw t^v 
Oder that Act in default of payment of any single with thif 

>r the default of a co-sharer the other oo-sharer’s jote is also sold 
itimated to tho people at the time that ho would insult tho IW..d 
Id consider if this*^ grievance may be remov^ Will of Revenue 

to Slate if the Hoard of l4venurh^!Sen cocked > 

nved at in this respect ? “W-oeen consulted and any decision 
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The HoriTle Mr. Cari.yi>e replied : — • 

‘‘The Board of Revenue has been consulted, but has not yet given a 
liiial reply. Any change would probably involve legislation.’’ 

THE CALCUTTA PORT (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1905. 

The Ilon'ble Mr. Inglis moved that the time for the presentation of the 
Report of the Select C/Ominittce on the Bill to amend the Calcutta Port Act, 
1890, be extended sine die. He said : — 

“Sir, the Members of the Select Committee appointed to consider the Bill 
for the amendment of the Calcutta Port Act are of opinion t^hat it is desirable^ 
to circulate the Bill and to allow those vviio aie interested in the measure an' 
opj)oi*tunity of making aiiy suggohtions or criticisms. I have therefore to 
move that the time for the presentation of the Report of the Select Committee 
be extended sine die, 1 wish to {‘ay that with reference to thti words sine die 
there is no intention of indefinitely post poning the Report of the Committee, 
but only that it is not possible at the present moment to fix the exact date 
for the submission of the Report.” 

The Motion vras put and agreed to. 

THE BENGAL SMOKE-NUISANCES BILL, 1901. 

The Ilon’ble Mk. Carlyi<e moved that tlio Report of the Select Oom- 
nutioe on the Bengal Smt)ke-Nuisances Bill, 1904, be taken into consideration. 

'riio Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hoirble Mr. Carlyle also moved that the clauses of the Bill be 
considered in the form recommended by tho Select Committee. He said : — 

“ In jiroposing that the Bill be acee})ted as amended by the Select 
Committee, 1 would desire to say that 1 do not propose now to nmuipate what 
is to be said on the amendments to be })luced before the C’ouncil by the ilon’ble 
l^Ieinbers. To some of those amendments 1 do not propose to offer ar^y opposi- 
tion. Tho Select Committee has tried — 

( 1) to make it cleat that tlio administration of tho Act is to be in tho 
hands of tho Commission ; . • 

(2) to ensure that all Rules should be considered by experts before they 
come lip to Government for final .orders ; 

(8) some of the penalties have been reduced, as in the opinion of the 
Select Committee they were unnecessarily severe; 

(4) an amendment has been introduced to deal with (,he case of persons 
putting up furnaces in prohibited areas and who fail to carry out 
the order of removal. 

I will deal very briefly with the amendments made. They •have been 
explained in the Report of the Select Committee and 1 will touch on them very 
briefly. Section 3, clause sub-clause (h), has been altered by adding, after 
t he words ‘ the raising of steam on ocean-going steamers,’ the words ‘ within 
such period prior to their leaving the port or to their moving froni one part to 
another thereof, as may be prescribed by rule made under section 10, sub- 
section (.*:?), clause lyj.’ I'nat has been put in to meet the case of ocean- 
going steamers having to emit smoke, not only when they are leaving port, but 
also when they are moving from the Jetty to the Dock, 

“ In sub-clause (tVt) we have included the words ^ the burning of the dead,* 
because we do not think that smoke c-atised by the burning of the dead ought to 
be included witiiiii the penalties provided by the Act. 

** In sectii m 4, clause (J), we have provided that the non-official members of 
the Commission shall be nominated by the local bodies in such manner os, tho 
Local Government may direct. 
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In section 5, clause (Q), we liavf' tried to make it clear tliiit an Assistant 
Inspector and Chief Inspector are subject to the control of the Commission, and 
the full working of the Act is subject to the Commission. i 

‘‘In section 6, clause (-/;(«), we liave inserted the word ‘tile after the won! 
‘brick ’ so as to make the prohibition apply to kilns for burning tiles as well as 
bricks* After clause {d) of the same section we havt‘ made provision in cases 
of licenses granted by the Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation, so as to 
prevent any conflict of jurisdiction. We have also reduced the pemilty in this 

soction. , 

“ In section 7 we have provided for the case ol a pc'rson putting up a kiln 

or furnace in contravention of orders in a notified arwi. Under the Hill as it 
was first drafted, if a person once put up a kiln and wuis fined, nothing more 
could be done. I'his lias now been remedied. 

“In section 8 we have provided for the emission of smoker from furnaces at 
a lower altitude than is to he allowed by rules. Wo find that in some ]nvrts (>f 
the town furnaci*s are constructed which lot out smoke on a h vtd witli 
neighbouring houses. 

“In section 9 we have provided that powers of inspection are to be exer* 
cistid by an Inspector after giving rtuisonable notices in writing. We have also 
provided that the written authority of the Commission is to be re(]iiired 
before an Inspector can test appliioues or dirc'ct that furnaces bo worked in 
any [larticnlar way for thf^ purpost* of experiment, 

“In section 10, clause ( ."), we have jirovided in sub-claus(?s ( / ) and (//) in 
order to meet the alterations made in s(‘Ctionft d and 9. In section 10, claus<* 
(.y), we hav(^ provided that three months' time is to be given for the <*onsi(It>ra' 
tion of Kules drafted under tlie Act, and in clause (4) of the same sca-tiou wc 
have proviih'd that the Halt's siiull bt* coiisideKal by tlie (^mimission btd’ore 
being sulmiitted to (Tovornineiit for final orders. 

“ In st'ction 11 we ICive pievidt'd tiiat eomphiints are to be made only by 
or with the written autiiority of the Chief Jnspt'ctor. W r have also reduced 
the peiiod within wliitdi coinphiints are to be made* to two months. 

“ The amendments submitted are not very iinjiortant, and i think 1 may 
take it tiait t[n*r<^ is no real ojiposition to the Hill as it has come out of the 
liands ol tin? IStilect Committee.” 


('laust /y, 

• 

Tiio llon’hle H/fnii Amiuka Chakan Mazumdar said : — “ Your Honour, before 
1 [)iit tlie Hmemlnient which stands in iny name, J wish to make a few 
observations,, I heartily congratulate the St‘h*et ( /Oinniittee upon the eminently 
satisfactory Hill which they have after careful consideration and revision 
preB(inted to thii Council. l^pon tln‘ inti o<Iucti<in f>f the Hill by the Hondile 
Mr. Carl\]<‘ 1 raised an objc'ction to tie- priintijile ^unbodied in the (ionstitution 
of thf' Commission, and urg<‘d tli(^ f^ouncil to n cognizt^ the princijih; of fdection 
in th<? .same. 1 ^was glnd to find that most of tin; iinjiortunt bodies and 
associations whose opinions were invited in the matter joinral in this 
recommendation and I am still more glad to fir^J that tlie He leitt ('oirn 
iiiittoo '^ave so cordially agreed to thin concemsuH of opinion and modified 
section 4 so as to make the non-official half of the Coiiiinission practically 
elected by th(^ various bodies and asHociations wloise interests are likely to 
be affected by tin* proposed legislation. ImjKntant cliangris have also btmn 
made as regards the provisions for the drafting of the Jtules under the Act, 
and a sufficient safeguard has also ]>cen provi<]' r! lor improper interference by 
Inspecting Officers. The Select (>oimnittee may Isr als(j congratulated upon the 
reductiou whicJi they have granted in the severit y of some of tie* penalty clauaes. 
With these improvements it may be ho]>od tiiat the pro{jOH( d legislation will 
prove, not only conduiave to the immediate iMiproveinents of this great city, but 
also to the prospective benefit of tliose areas to whicli its i)roviHioris may be 
hereafter extended. But, although tlie. Bill is on the wliole a very satisfactory 
one, I yet venture to think that it is not altogether unsusceptible of a fi‘w 
modifications here and there with a view to give efiect to its provision.-^. And 
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the first of these modifications which I would submit to the consideration of 
this Council stands thus: — 

That tho f olio win olause bo added to clause d of the Bill, ft's.: — 

^5) “Magistrate’’ means a Presidency Magistrate, a Magistrate of the first olasB, or 
a Beiudi of Magistrates exercising first class |>owor 8 under the Code of 
Criminal Procedure. 

“ Tho subject with which the Bill deals is extremely technical, and. although 
wo may not expect many of our Magistrates to be conversant with the techni- 
calities of the subject, yet I think experience may well bo relied upon to 
supfjy to some extent the deficiency of technical knowledge, and as the cases 
that will arise under the Act will directly interfere with trade, we ought to 
safeguard the interests of trade by making these (‘.uses triable exclusively by 
experienced ^lagistratos. 1 would therefore ask the (louncil^ to accept this 
amendment, so that all prosecutions under the Act may be triable only by 
Magistrates of the first class.” 

The Ilon’ble Mu. Carlyue said: — I have no objection to offer to the 
amendment as now altered by the Hon’ble Babu Amhika Charan Mazumdar. 
1 think that ilieso caH (‘8 should Im'. tried by experienced Magistrates.” 

The Motion was put and greed to. 

Chmsf 

The Ilon’ble lUnu Amhika Charan Mazumdar also moved that in suh-clausc 
(^), clause 4 , the words and eKj)r(‘.ssion Subject to tho provisions of sub-section 
(.V)” be introduced be fore the woids All members ” at the (;oinmencement 
of the said suh-ciause. Hi said: — 

“ No doubt, 8 ir, nominations ari^ not elections, as nominations have to 
bo accej)ted, and when ac(^epted they become appointments; but it seems 
to me that a difficulty may arise in case of vacancies which are provided for in 
this clause, and, unless we distinctly say that this filling up of vacancies is also 
subject to the provisions of sub-clause ('^’), some difficulty 111 ^ 3 ^ arise. J doubt 
not that it is the intention of the Select Committet^ that the j)ro vision of 
sub-clause (4) is dependent on tlio provision of siib-ela,use ( >’) although it is so 
worded as not to preclude a difforent interpretation being given to it in case of 
vacancies. 1 beg, tfierefore, tliat the amendment proposed b}- me be accepted, 
so that in tlie event of a vacai)c 3 " occurring among non-oflicial members the 
constituency whicli sent up the outgoing lueuiher might have a fresh oppor- 
tunity of nominating his successor also.” 

Tho Ilon’blo Mr. Cardydu said : — ‘‘ I have no objection to the amendment 
proposed by tho ITon’hhi Member. ^Phe Ilon’ble Member’s amendment makes 
the intention of the Select Committee more clear and J therefore accept it.’' 

The Motion was })ut and agreed to. 

Clause 5, 

c 

The Hon’blc Baru Ambika Charan ]\Iazumdar also moved that in sub-clause 
{S) clause 5 , the words “all inspeertors” be substituted for the words “the Chief 
Jiibpt'ctor” appearing after tlie word “and” in the second line. Ho said: — 

“Wo have already defined an ‘Inspector’ to mean ‘a Chief Inspector 
of Smoke-nuisances or an Assistant Inspector of Smoke-nuisances appointed 
under this Act.’ As the clause now stands, it means that every Assistant 
Inspector appointed under section 5, clause ( J) of the Bill, shall be subordinate 
to the Chief Inspector and the Chief Inspector in liis turn shall be 
subordinate to the Commission ; but I understand that it cannot be the object 
of the Select Committee to make an Assistant Inffjxxdor independent of the 
Comniission. The Commission is the controlling body and all Chief Inspectors 
as well us Assistant Inspectors should be under their control. I therefore wish 
to substitute the words ‘ all Inspectors ’ for the words ^ Chief Inspector,^ 
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0 that the Assistant Inspoi*tor as well as the Chief Inspt^ctor may all be 
iberdinate to the Coiiiiiussioii, and in this view I ask the Council to acoopt this 
urendmeiit.” 

The Hon’hlo Mr. Carlyle said: — IIort‘ a<iain II am not sure Jhat the 
^ords as they appear in tiie Ibll art^ not absolutely plain, but p(*rhap8 it would 
lake the section clearer if the lloidbhi Mt'inbt^r's atiumdmeiit were accepted. I 
ftve no objection to the aiiumdinent, and it luipfht bo acceptini by the (council.’' 

*The Motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 7. 

The IIon’blo^BARU Amhika ChlAKAN IVIazumoar also moved tliatin sub-clause 

clause 7, after the words ^‘such order ” the following words and expression 

> inseitod, ‘‘or within such longer period us tin* Magistrate may, for 

^cial rcasiut, allow.’’ lie said : — 

“This clausts deals with the obligation of parties in complying with 
ders ])asscd by Magistrates in taises of demolition of kilns or furmictjs 
ccted within prohibited areas. It is <juit(* possible that a party pros(*c.uted 
ider any of the Ke<‘tions of the })ropo.se(l Act and re(juir(*d by the Alagistrati* to 

> a certain act within a coilain period may comnnuice to do such act and yet 

il to com})lott' it witliin the })r(\scrib( d pi riod. It would lx? extrenudy ha^(f in 
< h ca.-^es if tlie pf iialty wik* ei.forced immediately aftei tin' <iX]>irati()n of tin* 
niod which is fixed hy the Magistrate in his first order. iiu'ct sueli 

ntingcnieitis and to give some prottjc-tion to persons who may homi /id-; try to 
rry out tlni orders of the Magistrate*, some discretion ought te> Ix^ K'ft to 
e Maj.dsiiMte for (he purposo of giuntiiig an e^xteii'^ion to such jiartios, and 

is in this view that 1 have* siiuge'ste'd t tiis amendment, s<» t hat, if a man 
fgins t(* comply witii a M.igistratcj’s orde'r and then for sullleie'iit r(‘aHon fails to 
try it out comjih'tely wdthiu the time allowed, In* may get H<un (5 (ixtt‘nsHm 
om tin* Magistrate and that the penalty may not be enfoned until such 
1 tiler tune expires.” 

Tin* Ilon'ldo Mu. Caiclyll said “ I think it is rensonahh^ that tin* 
agistiate siiould have the discretion which will be givcm him by this amend - 
erit, and 1 would therefore ask the Council to accept it.” 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 10. 

The llon’blo Habu Amiuka Chat? an Mav.umdak also moved that in clause (i), 
b-clausc (^), clause 10, the word “twenty” be substituted for the words 
thirty-two.” He said : — 

m 

“ I would draw Your Ilonouf’s attention to sub-clausc (?) of section 10, 
iiich authorisg*s the payment of a fee not exceeding Rs. 32 to each 
any m<inber of the Commission attending a meeting of the ('ommission. 
is a small matter, no doubt, ]>ut at the same time I think on principle 
might ask the Council to consider this question. In iho CalcutUi f "orporation 
5 have got a fee of Rh. 20 for each member attending a inef^ting of the Cieneral 
>mmittee, and 1 am informed by my hon’ble friend, Dabu Rhupemdra Nath 
isu, that not more than that is allowed to the Calcutta Port Commissioners 
r atbm ling their meetings. I do not understand why a larger fee should be 
lowed in the case of the Members of the Smoke-Nuisances Commission. In 
0 first place it will bo observed that we have already granUid representation 
the various Ixidios and atjsociations whose iritercjsts are likely to be affected 
^ the proposed legislation, and it may be accepted that the representatives 
lom these bodies will send will be pi-rsons who will be dirt*ctly interested in 
e welfare of their constituencies. That ought in itself to be a sufficient 
Juceuieiit to such members to regularly attend meetings of the Commission. 
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for the ofhcial members I think they already possess sufficient inducements 
for attending all kinds of meetings with wliich they may be associated, and I 
du not think we need be anxious to grant them a larger fee than Rs. 20.” 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Apcar said: — I regret 1 cannot support this amendment. 
The Hon’blo Member has referred to the example of the Port Commissioners, 
hut if he will refer to the Port Commissioners Act he will find that the amount 
is a fixed one and is divided between the Commissioners attending a meeting ; 
the amount of the fee payable depends upon how many members attend. 
There are weekly meetings and also Sub-Committee meetings. In this ease the 
members of the Commission must be practical men, their experience will be of 
^reat benefit, and^their time is valuable. The clause here provides that the 
tee shall not exceed Ra. 82. Even if the maximum fee was fixed, it would not 
in my opinion be in any way excessive. 1 regret, therefore, I cannot support 
any amendment reducing it.” 

The Uon'blc Mr. Carlylk said: — ‘‘I agree with the Hon’ble Mr. Apcar 
in his opposition to the aimmdmcnt. He has given reasons for holding that 
Rs. 32 is not too large a fee, and I do not think we ought to cut it down.” 

The JIoiiTdo Habu Rhupknora Nath Basu said : — ‘^I b^g t > support thc^ 
amendment of my friend the llou’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. As 
he has pointed out in the Calcutta Corporation, the foe to members of the 
Ceneral Committee is Rs. 20 for each meeting. When that fee was introduced 
I may remind your Honour's Council that it was strongly opposed by those who 
were the representatives of the different associations or public bodies in this 
Council, and especitilly by those who represented at that time the CJorporation 
of Calcutta. Th(‘ foe J believe was originally fixed at Ks. 32, and after a 
considerable amount of op})osition it was reduced to Rs 20. There also the 
int;™oducti()n of the fee system was justified on tlig ground tliat the General 
Committee needed the services of experienced nuui, and it would lx> impossible* 
or rather difficult to have tin* benefit of their services until a was provided, 
and consequently notwidistanding the op])osition of elec^ted ineii)b{*rs the fee 
was introduced. J am glad to be able to state that some of tluj tj-)Vernmcnt 
iiuuubers also opposed tlie introduction of the fee, and the Hoirble Mr. Oldham 
to my knowledge did not acce])t a fee*, so long as he continm^l to be a member 
of the General Committee. In the J^ort Commissioitcrs wo have also got 
experienced men, and 1 am told that, if all the members attend a meeting, the 
tee to each member would V)e about Rs. IG, but, as all meinberjs do not attend 
and a certain fixed sum has been allotted for the }>urpose, the fees generally 
come to about Rs. 20 or Rs. 21. As my friend the Ilon’blo Babu Ambika 
Charan Mazumdar has pointed out the representatives on this Commission will 
have to safeguard the interests of their constituents. That alone ought to bo 
in our opinion a sufiicient inducement for them to serve on tins Commission, 
If an additional inducement is to be given,* it ought to be in giving such sums 
as are paid to uiombers 6f similarly constituted bodies. As far as Government 
servants are concerned we have nothing to say. Having * regard to the 
precedents that have been established in this Council, I do not thinlc, Sir, that 
these precedents should be deviated from, and in that view I support the 
amendment of rny friend the Hon^ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar,” 

Ihe llon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri said : — beg to support the amendment of 
the Ilon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar, and 1 agree in the remarks made 
by the HonT)le Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu. One thing has struck me, and I 
dare say it has struck other Members and that is as well, that no provision 
has been niade with regard to the expenditure that is contemplated under' 
this Bill. I do not suppose that a Bill is a proper place to make provision fox 
such exjienditure, but the appointment ^)f a Chief Inspector and his assistants 
will niuiouhtodly oiitad a heavy expLuditure in connection with its working. 
The working ol tlie Bill will thus be a burden on the provincial account. ^ 
As far as possible 1 would relievo this burden on tax-payers. I do not 
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expect that the Ilon’ble Mr. Apci«r will appreciate or at all desire that tlie 
•expenses of the workine: of this Act will be tlef rayed out of fines or penalties 
In some cases, notably under the l*olice and other local Acts, a rigorous 
enforcement of the law always brings no small amount of revenue from such 
sources. No pi oyision, however, has bi‘(*n made in this Jhll and nothing has 
been said at the time of its introduction or of submittin^^ the Report of tlio Select 
Coiuniittoe how the expenses in connec tion with this Bill will be defrayed. If 
tht' Provincial Fund wore to be char^rod with such ex])ens( s, I would not 
advocate a proposition tliat would intli<‘t a heavier burden than was absolutely 
^H'ossary for safetruardin^ public interest under tlu' provisions of this Bill. 
:'JWith these remarks, I lie^^ to support the amendment.'’ 

• The llon'ble Bahu Salkjuam Sinou said With referema^ to tln^ n^marks 
^that have fallen from the ll(>irbl(‘ ]iai)ii Jiliujiendra Nath Jiasn, I aerrec* with 
\Dim, and for tin* reasons statt'd by him J also support tlu' amendment.’' 

rri B vuu Kali Paha Giiosiv said : — I also support the amendmeiH. 

^ llie lion ble Mr. Ap(;ar lias pointed out that according* to tiu' wcjrding of tlu* 
clause the tee is not to exceed Ks. :h>, but that it may also perhaps nn^an that 
th(i actual figure to be paid to a member attending this Commission may he 
less than Us. d2, but, us we find that the fee whicfi is paid to membt'rs of tlie 
General (oinmittee of the Calcutta Municipality is Rs. 20/ and as fhe work 
oi a iiKunber attending: on this (J.aninission will not more onerous or will 
tak(? more lime than that of a Municipal mooting, J submit that the f(‘o 
payable sliould bo the sam(‘ as that fixed with regard to meetings of the 
Geneial v .onunittia* of the Calcutta Muiiieijiality.'^ 

'n.(. Ilon'blo Mti. I^AKVO,-... Si.i.l I rt-rct I <uu..,ot support, the an.on.l- 
meii ; 1 tliink tlio s<.-fullo.l uiialo^rouK ciiMfH that lmv(. beon l.rou.-lit ui. j.h t,. 

the i ort { .o..i,niHs„m, rs uikI tlu- ,1„ not l.car ou Uu- jx'ii.t at 

811. In flu. 1 ,.,t (. a (•. rtuiii i.inoant , u8 tli<. Mr. Apci.r 

has uhvu.iy tol, us, uauH ly Rs. 2S0, ,,s d,vi.l,..l an.o,,;. iourtoun Cuumiissionois, 
Mmt IS to saj il out ot tho fourtocn iiuunliors ton aUond ihoy mst Rs. 2H ( 3 iich 
Whal. v.T tiu- innul,,., that atfnd tlioy d.vido the Rs. 2«() botwoon tbeno 
liiat i.s h.udh 11 ca-. 1,, 1 , 1,110 up tor <x,inpans<>ii. In tills particular Ooininis- 

vh", wiii'l ""a *" knowlodfTc. Rvon thoso nioinhor.s 

vb b<^ apjiointcd by the GovoihiikuU will, 1 take it, bo loquirod to have 

nowor’rr**, .f "7' *"* '* puttiiii^ till- iliiu;r out of all 

that kiiowhsbf "t" t “**'*' ^orc upponilod to the (.'onunission who had not 

ia ( u-v imiit I ‘"rV '‘“‘“’■“"y tl»*y will lose hy it and 

Miattluy niuat ho canponsuted lor the time they {-ivo to such work The 

auietnios of sueli a . :on.n.i.ssion would not be v.^y^mmerous aT he ou so 

“i* iv-- -- f... o.i,„ 

.ri- Vi'"".'" li.i. i.itoruit. w|,i,;L 

at ■'"««< . it IN \ory possible that men who form such a Connnission will 
lave <1 ho -okod orat some distance from the acual sp-.t W T"ve t” 
lonsn ler that tins Ih I will hear upon the xntere.sts of indusirfes scattered over a 
3 hi! M iirea, and tiiiit men representing thosf? industries will nrolmblv be 
. ,.usl„ t., C„l, Ufa r„„. „.,a„.l If th.-y 'r 

’.t.'- «»* «» -«-<i - 

f pf^sitinn, men who 

r , ’ * 'MO) .,,,A xa I,,, jiiivu experr ki 

rcgrit, therefore, J cui^iot stipport the amendment.'’ 

1 he flon'ble Ra.ja Ban Blhahi KAi»irj{ said- “Sir i 

1 J o General Committee of the Corporation of Calcutta. The arrangement 


hy no iiie.in.s exoessive. I’ho men required will he^lnon 
would need to have export knowledge of the subject. 
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in the Tnrt C>)niUiis8ionorK, as I und#»rstan(l it, is tliat Rs. 280 is the fixed 
allovvanre wliich is tlivisible among members wlio attend, so that two courses, 
are* o))t‘n to us: eitlier we niiglit say that Hs. 280 are to be set apart for each 
mecitirig wliicli will bo divided among the members present, or fix tlie fee at 
Rs. 20 for each member wlio liappens to be present to discuss a certain meeting 
of the day. 1 venture to suggest, Sir, that it appeal s to me that originally 
wln n Rs. 02 was fixed tlie gold mohur used to be sold at Rs. 1(3. It was 
necessarily always understood that a fee of two gold molnirs would m^an 
Ks. 82, but now-a-days the gold mohur is a thing which is dihicull to obtain 
and it is not a current coin, and if it is obtainable at all it is sold at Rs. 24 or 
Rs. 25. I rise, therefore, to su])poi t my friend tlui jiroposer of the amendnunit 
that the fee should be Rs. 20; but if, on the otlu'r hand, Sir, tin* (J()iincil shoultl 
think that th<5 f(‘e should ))e n lixed one on tlie standard ot the gold mohur,. 
them as the gold mohur is mit obt.ainalihi tin; fee may be fixed at Rs. as one 
gold mohur. For luy part, J would suggest that whatev(‘r remuneration is 
allowed to members of the (General Mec'tings oi tin' t^orpoiation should bo tlxed 
for ihe members who may attoml a meeting of tliis Commission. Witli tiicso 
few words J sujiport tin* amendment ” 

The lloibble Rauu Amiuka Cuauan Mazcmdak, in re})ly, said : — *CSir, I 
r(!gret very much to find the o}>]>osil ion which has been offered to tliis siiiijile 
ainendnuait. There was a time wln ii tin* (3ov(‘rnnn‘nt constituted Commissions 
and Committees upon which members ns(*d to seivi* witli the utmost zeal and 
int(‘rest, and then* was no idea of rectuving any inom'V remuin'ration for tlioir 
st'rvieos; but times hav<‘ now alteii^d and it semi" t(‘ nu‘ that our interc'st i>, ik)w 
giadually assuming more and mori* sulistantial loiin. W v Imve now got tin* 
I'ort Ccuninissioners charginur f<*es, w * got iIk‘ Muiiu'i{)al (.%»miuission< is 

cimrging f(‘es, and now w<‘ ii..\e got .-i 8ineko N’ iiisance.s ( ’onnni^sion following 
MUt,, 

As for the lloidblt* Mr. Apear atnl tin* llon'bh' Mr. Rajinoiir othuing iin\' 
opposition, J. think 1 am bound to say a few woi'd^. In tin* fir^t place* your 
llemour will bt* pU'Used to obsorvi* that as the Rill wa> introduciMl tinnt* was no 
(juestion of re.jiresentation. Tin*. vSeh et C<»mniirt(‘e have* gi'iierously gi'anteel 
this ro])resentation on the recommendation ainong'st otln‘i*s o1 tin.* Rengal 
(■liainber of Coniim'rce and the Calcutta d’radc^s Association, aiel for them now 
to come forward to say that tlnir represc'utatives cannot attc'iid unh'ss tlu'V are* 
allowed a substantial fi*i‘ looks perba])s sonn wbat aw^<ward. d'ln‘y wanted 
repic'sentation ; ibti (iov(‘rnnu'.nt has granti'd it ; and when tlni n‘])reHentatie)n 
is granted it beconu'S tin* thin end ol tin* weelge*; and now tin* worthy 
rejireseiitat i VOS of tln'se bodii s would (piietly tell us, — you haVe granted us 
repnisentation ; now grant us the money win rt*witli to ke ep alive our dying 
interest in oiir representation. That certainly looks like business, but docs not 
look dec(*nt as far as 1 can see. 

The ilondile Mr. Jmnnour has ti5d us that the nn*<'tings will not be too 
many. \ cry wi*!!, I acce}>t his words. If the meetings will not be many, why 
<io >'<»u cliarg<^' fees at all V Your losses ean not then be much. Jt lias 

]M*en suggested that intelligent expc'rts and capable men will ha‘7(* to sit on the 
( 'ommissiiju, and they must bo paid for tlieir work, 1 do not bi'lieve that 
intelligent and capable men are altogether new indents for the first time 
bi ought in this country either by the Ckiiamber or by the association. They did 
(‘xist imfore and they did assist us without any remuneration 

“1 think 1 can wt ll understand ,why the llon'ble Mr. Carlyle has found it 
nt'ct'ssary to stand in my way, but I was not at all prepared for an opposition 
from the representatives of the Cliamln'r of Commerce and the Trade‘^ 
Association, to whom a substantial boon has been granted by the ri jiresentation 
wliich is recognised in the Bill itself.'’ 

Tlie Motion was then put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuki said • — 13efore moving the amendment which 
srands in my name 1 must say that clause 10 as it has been drafted now is 
to a great extent free from the objections tiiat arc often taken to legislation by ' 
rules. Sub-clause {4)^ clause 10, has been taken bodily out of the Mines Act, 
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soctiou 20, sub-t'laast? ( ~), with tiu* substitution of tho woivl ‘ Conimiistiion in 
the place of the expression *!Minin^ Honr^i.' Tlio reason why the ex])ressiou 
^‘whtTS a Mining lh>ard huvS ])et‘ii (•on‘'titut*Hi * o<‘c‘urs in tho i^^illes Act is t]nit 
under section 9 of tliat Act it Iuls Inrn luade optional with tho Local 
Government to appoint a Minin;^ lh>:ird or not. Hut tlu' local measure before 
iis marks an iinprovt iiHuit over tht' Miniim’ Act in so far that it saft>guards 
pulilid interest to a ^reati'r extent. lltat* it is provitied that the J^t>cal 
Governrmait >7/^/// a])point a Commission, not that it may, ins under stction h 
of^tho Mines Act, which i^' a Government of India ^\et. 'Ihe la'tter Act 
iuak(‘s it optional to appoint a Mining'- Ikand or not; out it has bi'cn provided 
undm* the jirestait measur(‘ tliat the J^ocal ( ■overnimmt must ap])i>int a Commis' 
sion. llaviuLT re^'^ard to clause 1 of tln‘ Hill, it si'ems to me tliat ‘the 
(‘xpression wlim i' a ('ommission lias hi*en const ituti’d under section 4,' in 
^clause lOj Ku)j-i‘Tause f / is out of plac<\ l>ecanse under tliis Hdl a (’ommission 
w'ill have to bi‘ ajipointed to siijicrinti'iid tlu‘ w’orkin^ of the a^et and there 
no option left. I Ih'lt to mo\(‘. then foie. that in sul>-clause ( ^ ), idaiisi' K), the 
\V(U’ds and I'Xjircssion ‘wheio a ('ommission has been conslitut (‘d undei 
si'ction 4’ be omitted^ and that after the words ‘ 1 be ( a unmission ’ in iin<‘ d, tin 
words * e.onstitm ed imdei* s(‘etiou I’ be added. dda* dropping of the iir^t 
porti(»n ‘ wdimu a (’ommission lia^ bt'cai ('onstituttMl uiuhu' section 4 ' thus d(>e^ 
aw’ay with tlu' contiireney of the rules bein^j framed bidore the (commission is 
ajipointcd. 1 \\as;^^iv<*n to uiKbustand tliat tlnu'e would be no ojiposition to 
ni\* ameiulni(‘nt , sr) 1 ha\(‘ notliin:.; more t^i add to what 1 hav(‘ said." 


I he Ib*n ble Mi', CAiiio’nn said : — “ i ha\( no ol)ieetion to tiie ammidnuait 
projiosed by the Ilon'ble Mi , (.Miaudliuri, anti I think it may Ix' aceojited by tla 
(Jouncil.'’ 

'rie* Motion wus juit and au'ree<] to. 


Clause 1 

dll*' Ilon’bh* ltd. a AMr.:k\ < 'f!Aia\N Mv/rMOAic mo\ed that tin' <lauso,v (//) 
and Cm oi (iiusc II he* aniendo/l ni t!ie following inuniK'i, etj .: — - 

> /) upeii a (-/rnjd'init made with th. nf th(> C. .aaiiih-uan aiai 

( ' / w 1 tain a period < >i t w • ? ? e .nt Ir an t , e * d‘i t e oi t ie- e mi la i ssi i .ri <'.1 t he ofl eu ( < , 
unie^•^ tli«' (dieiice comumouh in its aatnre. u» vvliieii < wnthin two laoiith^ 
iroiii tla^ (late on wliadi t)ie ('oramjssioii or (*\i*.teae ; of LUe oil auto wuh hroienil 
t'l tlu‘ nolioe oj tlie I'l’esidelit ul 1 Ul* t (Hmillssiail, 

• 

Ho said ; — “J oliject in tin; jilaca; t<. clause* 11 <»f the Hill in so fai 

as it ‘jives tin* ( diief liispectoi aut hority to f^tart a proHi'cution imh'pomlent 1 v 
of the authority of tin* ( Joimnission . The inattm* is n s<-i'ious one. Ail pia. 
seeiitions und(‘? tlii^ Act arc likely to alTeeJ trade, and we e.annot lx* too 
careful in takiiio jn-osecut ions under this Aet. J sulioiit that wdtdi tiie 
view to ensure* pioper scrutin\' in inatft'is of jiroseeut ions, tho sanctioniic^ 
authority should be V(‘ste(l in ilie (Jommission. It is no iu*w^ idea whicli J am 
placinjT iiefon* tla* Council. Similar jirovisiori is to fie found in tla* Hemnd 
Municijial Act wdien* no prosecution can bt; instituted wit}i(»ut the sanction of tin 
< Commissioners. It may la* a little loiii^reu- proce(»din;j, Put J do not fiiink it will 
be a difVicult pnx eedin^^ t*. oiituin the necessary sam-tion wlien required fj’(.»m 
the. (Commission. f’oi instance, a man <•< .rnmits an offence : tin; insjiectine stall 
lias simjdy to brine it to the notice of the President of tin* (;ommisHi(m and 
lie has simply to take the opinion of the nn'ndier^ of tin* CortmnVsioM in ord(;i 
to institute; a proM-cmion Idn*ro will be neinv tliir!^.^s to lx; considcired befoie 
sanctioning a prosecution unih;r this Act, ami this can only bo proporl v cm 
sidered by oxjiert nn niilx r- of the (’ommission. I do not think it would lx; at 
all safe togi\e this iin]>ortant power to the Chief Insjxx-tor, and I thiidv ue 
would be acting wds<dy in makin- it ( ompubory tliut lx*fore the institution ot a 
prosecution under this A('t tiie sancti(Mj.>f tj,e ( Joniinission should be obhaiiied. 

In the next p]ac(*, the fibjec.t of my SMcond ameiidm(;nt is to make the 
i^v still more stnngerit, iti tlut when an oileiice is of a cuutitmou.s natui(‘, tim 
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paitv sliouJd not lie allowed to escape the consequences of liis act or omission, 
si)n|>l 3 Ix ciuise the inspectinf^^ staff nii^ht overkxik now and then the existence 
of .in offence. Tliere are various offences wliich will arise under this Act which 
a ill he of a continuous nuUire, and if we leave the clause of the Bill as it stands 
1 i>rli(we we ini^lit leave a wide door to offending ])arties escaping the conse- 
quences of their act and defeuting the ju'ovisions of the Acf ]>y simply raising 
jIm' plea that tlui. ofien(*e was committed more; than two months’ ago and no 
uo<i<*.e lias been taken of it in propin* time. In tliese cases I b(dieve it would 
wise to provide that th<‘ Commission sliould have jiower to prosecute a man 
• ‘V(‘n after two months, provid(‘d they were ignorant of tlie existence of tlie 
oihiuce committ(id ; and in this view' 1 w'ouhi ask the ( ^oiineil to accept my 
sia.ond amendment also, which refers to clause (/>). I may as w(dl infomi 
ilon’hlt‘ Mmnbers of the Council that tlu^ same sort of safeguard lias been 
provided in the Municipal Act, and we ouglit also to jirovide tliat ])eoplo may 
not esi*a])e tht; (ionsequonces of tneir act and nullify the jaovisions of this A(;t, 
sinqily ))ecaus(‘ there may Ije some m^ghgence on the jxirt of the iu8]>ecting staff. 
In this view, 1 ask tlie Council to accejil bo{h the amendments wliich i havt^ 
j)i oposed 

ddie Ilon’ble Mr. CAimYM': said : — I regret 1 must ojiposi^ tliis amtuidment. 
Die meetings of the Commission whlh I hojxa ho rare after the Act is om*e in 
vvorking order and it would he v. iy iiieoiivmiient to call a meeting for tlie 
pu i‘])os(f of enabling the Ceminission to autJiorise tlie jirosecution of every }>etty 
ideneo- If thc^ lleii’hle M<niih(*r's amendinent wani^ ai'ciqjtml the result 
would he tluit it would h(i nee(NS,sar\' to call meetingvS at fieipnmt intcirvals for 
>nch j)urposes, as the limit of time within wdiit lt a })roseeution can h(‘ instituted 
jias been reduced to two months. Undm the Itill as i1 stands the Cliief 
Inspector has to give writtim authority lad'ore a Magij^trate eaii take eognizaiiCi‘ 
ot an ofl'eiici', and this affords an ample g^uarantee that there wall he no reckless 
institution of cas(\s under this Act. 

^\dth ri'gard t.o tlu' amendment of clause (/>), I can sih* no ii^nson why con- 
Mnuous offences should h(‘ j)ut on a difTi'i'imt footing- from orluu* offences, and 1 
think it is unnecessary to change the wa_>rding of the clause as s< nt up by the 
S<‘h‘ct Commit(t‘e.’’ 

d'he lloirhle Habu Ihnu’HNDK’A Nath Bast said: — “As reg.irds the first 
uuundment of eluusi' 11 of my friend, tlu' llon hle ISyhu Amhika diaran 
Mazumdar, I tliink it woultl nuHit the objection (d tin* Hon’hle Mr CJail>'K* if 
nist(*ad of ‘(diief Jnspeetor’ wo substituted ‘the ih'e>id(Uit of tlie Coiiunis- 
ni(»n.' Ih'osocutions undei tlie Calcutta ]\Iunicij)al Ai^t are alwaj s undertaken 
iftei sanction by tlie Chairman, so that there is a safeguard against unnecessary 
iuirussment and of the matter being properly enquir(*d into. So if my friend 
the Ilon’ble Bahu Amhika Charan Mazumdar will accept this suggestion, the 
<iidi(*ulty that the llon’hle Mr. Carlyle has suggested that tlie Commissioners 
would havt^ to sit will bo obviated by liaving tlie sanction ef the President of 
the Commission.” 

The Ilcui’blo Baiut Amhika Charan Mazumdar said : — With Ikmr Ponour’s 
jieiinission 1 would accept the suggestion of my friend the Hon’ble Babu 
llliupmulra Nath Basu, and in place of ‘ the sanction of the Commission ' I 
would substitute the expression ‘the sanction or the Ihesideiit of the Commis- 
si on 

riu' Ilon’ble Mu. Cauhyi.e said: — ‘‘ 1 still think it is unnecessary to make 
any ehaugi*. The Chief Inspector has been placed by the Act entirely under 
the orders of the Commission, and it is very unlikely that he will recklessly 
sanction piosecutions. I think we might trust him.” 

d’he Ilon’ble IMu, Chaudhtjri said: — “With regard to the ?^econd part of 
my friend the Ilon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar’s amendment, 
1 regret 1 cannot support it. It seems to me that tho second part of his 
umendinent is opposed in principle to the first pare. In the first part he 
seeks to safeguard ug.ainst any prosecution being lightly started. Supposiifg 
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the firdt portion of hi8 amendment is not carried, the second portion will only 
t^reate an opportunity for peoj^le hein^ put to endless harassment. Supposing 
the emission of smoke of a particular density sufficient to constitute an offence 
under the Act is not carefully watched by the Inspectors and it is reported 
to the Chief Inspector that dtmse smoke was emitted on a number of days and 
prosecution is started for the first of the series of such acts and it fails for 
want of Huflicient particulars and by that time just two months are over. On 
thc^iretence of btdng a continuous olfenee a fresh prosecution may bo started 
under the same series of acts, and now the requisite particulars might bo 
forthcoming at the instance? of the thwarted Inspector, d'ho time limit in 
iuch cases would afford no relief. 1 think tlie effect of clause [h) of liis 
.imendm<'nt will he to make th(^ Act more stringent in its operation and 

f ive* larger ]xnvers in the hands of the Chief Inspector, Should my friend’s 
rst amendment he lost, 1 think it will be undesirable to accept the soound 


first amendment he lost, 1 think it will 
portion of his amendment.” 


The 11 on’hlc Haih; Kali Pada Ghosl said : — “I had expected that the 
,Bon ble Mr. C;irl> lc would have seen his way to accept the amendment subject 
to the alteration proposed by my friend the Hon’ble JIabii iihupendra Nath 
Basil, that is, that the written authority of the President of the Commission 
should be obtained Ix fore starting a pros(?cution. Ciause 1 I is practically a 
penal clause, and in enacting siutli a clause I think we should guard against 
prosecutions of a frivolous character. I think it would meet that object if the 
Hon’hlo Mr. (airlylc accepted the amendment subject to that alteration. As 
regards the second amendment jiropostd by my friend, the Hon’ble Babu 
Anihika Charaii Mazumdar, 1 am sorry I cannot support it. Clause (b) as 
^ stands in the Iffll would not in my opinion lx? proiiuctive of any mischief, 
fUid J do not see any reason for the alteration of that clause.” 

Ti.t‘ Motion was then put in its amend f?d form and lost. 

1 he Hon hie Mu. Caulyll moved that tlie Bill, as settled in Council, be 
passed. 

d'he Motion was put and agreed to. 


THE BENGAL ITNANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1905-1906. 


Tho Hoii })!*! Mit. SiiiKRKj! Ittid oil the table the Bonfral Financial 
Statement for lOOcj-iyOO, with exjilanatory notes. He said; 

“ Sir,l b(',- to lay upo’^ the table the Financial Statement for 1905-1906 
^getlier with the usual ajjpciidices and accounts. ^ 

to «J"80 the crops are reported to 
Jave been considen.hly below the average. The winter rice crop was Tstimatod 
M 14 below tne average; and the Marfe/ and food crops and the 

Ith /hr Z\ to have yielded 

ttnh three-fourths of the average outturn. These are, however, D^bablv 

toder-cstimates At one time, indeed, until heavy rain fell in October there 
was considerable anxu ty ; and even after the cold-weather crops seeS secure 
jhey were damaged by frost and hail. On tho other hand the returns from the 
Port of Calcutta show that in the first eleven months of tho year the exoorts 
jnd imports of inerchundise have increased in value by lU per emt ^ the 
lercentages in the case of cotton goods and machinery being 20^6 ^d 38^« 
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respectively ; wliiJe tlie marvellous industrial expansion which we see going on 
around Calcutta appears to suffer no abatement, nor do we ever hear of work- 
meii being unable to find work. 

fi. From a revenue point of view the 3 ^car has not been unsatisfactory. 
The revised estimate for the current year exceeds the original budget estimate 
by Ks. 12,66,000. This figure includes special grants of two lakhs for University 
Education and of Rs. 75,000 for the improvoineiit of the Port of Chittagong 
which have been iiiadc^ i>y the Government of India, but if these are excluded 
the excess still comes to Rs. 0,01,000. In the previous ten years, owin^ to 
the cautious system of budgetting, the average difference between the revised 
estimate and the budget estimate has been Rs. 10,88,000, or if we exclude 
exceptional items Rs. 10,58,000. When we framed the budget of the current 
year in March last w<3 allowed for an increase of Rs. 5,56,0t^0, and we .now 
estimate for a further increase, apart freun the grants for University Educatic^ri 
and Chittagong, of Rs. 9,91,000 which brings the total improvement during 
the current year up to Rs. 15,47,000. A comparison of the actuals of the 
previous six y< ars shows that the average advance from year to year has been 
Ks. 13,58,000. The enhancement of revenue during the current year is partly 
from departmental receipts which involve? an increase of departmental expendi- 
ture, but on the whole, and in view of the fact that we deceive a suiallor share 
than formerly of the exjmnding revenues technically known as ‘ the divided 
heads,’ we may be satisfied with the result. In passing I may explain that 
our favourable position is largely due to an unusual expansion of the stamp 
revenue, chiefly under the lioad of Court-fee stamps. The average annual 
addition to the revenue from stamps in the last five years has been Rs. 3,89,000, 
and when preparing the budget for the current year we allowed for an incre- 
ment of three lakhs, giving a provin(*ial share of 1^ lakhs. Now on the 
strengtli of the rccoifits during the first 1 1 months of the year, wo liave added 
six lakhs in the revised estimate of the cuiTt;iit year, making a total of nine laklis 
of which the Local Governineiit gets oiio-lialf or Ks. 4,50,000. 

‘‘4. I ri the financial estiuiate which was concluded last year, the reve- 
nues assigned to us amounted to Rs. 4,98,87,000. In the budget for the 
current year we estimated for an increase of Rs. 5,56,000. The revised esti- 
mate for the Current year shows a further increase over the budget estimate of 
Rs. 12,66, OUO. In the budget for next year we have allowed for an increase 
of Rs. 6,28,000. If tliost three sums are added togotiier, wti get a total of 
Ks. 24, »0,000 by wlii< li tin? permauciit revenue of next year is estimated to 
exceed the amount assigni'd to us in the financial settlement a year ago. Of 
this amount sums aggregating Rs. 19,48,000 have been allotted to recurring 
expenditure under various heads, leaving a margin of Rs* 5,02,000 which for the 
present has been devoted to non-recurring expenditure. The details of the 
recurring expenditure will be found in paragraph 13 of the explanatory 
notes. The uou-rocurring expenditure is given in paragraph 14, 

T 

*‘5. So far 1 have dealt witli the addition to the jiermanent or recurring 
revenue, but wo also begin next year with a large opening balance, part of 
which may be devoted to non-recurring expenditure. A year ago we 
estimated that the opening balance of the current year would be^Rs. 1,37,99,000. 
Owing, however, to adjustments after the close of the year, principally 
on account of jail manufactures and survey and settlement charges, and 
owing also in some cases to the receipts having proved* better than the revised 
estimate, there has been an increase in the opening balance of Rs. 4,54,000. 
This amount has been carried forward and added to the closing balance of 
the current year which corresponds with the opening balance of next year^ 
Then again, the revised estimate of receipts for the current year exceeds 
the budget by Rs. 12,66,000 and this excess is also carried forward. Lastly, 
we have a net decrease in the expendituro of the current year. There 
have been large savings under many heads, but most of these have been trans- 
ferred to other heads and spent. Tlie net result is tiiat the expenditure falh; 
short of the estimates by Rs. 2,21,000. I'hese three sums Rs. 4*54,000, 
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the increase in Uie opening balance of the currtM.t year over the original 
eatimate, Ks. 12,60,000 the excess over the estimate of the receipts of the 
current year and Ks. 2 , 21,000 the saving from decrease in expenditure make 
a total of Ks. 19,41,0U0, and go to swell the closing balance of tlie current 
year and the opening balance of next year. In the budget which was* placed 

before tliis Council in Maicli last tlio closing balance of the cui^ent ye^ 
was estimated at Ks. 1 , On, 45, 000, but with these -additions it nniounts to 
Ks 1 24 86,000. This is the opening balunct' which we have to dispose of 
next year, but out of tliis wo must keep the 50 hiklis which have beem spi^cially 
«ven for the Calcutta Improvement »Scheme, 20 lakhs the ordinary minimum 
Zf the Provincial balance and some i»art of the lump grant of 50 lakhs winch 
was given at the time of tin- financial settlement on tlu‘ condition that the 
exr>€ndituro should be spread over several years. Wo propose to carry forward 
Ks. 12 , 49,000 for expenditure in 1906-1907 and subsequent years. These 
tfiree sums anTount to Ks. 82,49,000, ami jiropose to begin m^xt year with a 
balance of Ks. 1,24,86,000 and to end it with this balance of Ks. 82,49,000. 
Thus W 0 propose to spend out (»t our opening balance Ks. 42,07,000. d'h© 
Government of India have also given us grants amounting to dis. 08,81 ,000. 
The total expenditure shown in tiie budget which is now before us is tliorefore 
Ks. 5,25,52,000 the* e^tinult^‘d revenue ef next year, pius Ks. 42,07,000 the 
amount taken from the opening balance plus Ks. 08,81,000 granted by the 
Government of India, making a grand total of hs. 6, 06, <0,000. 


“ 6. The effect of these arrangi'inentB on our finuiHual ]) 08 ition is that 
<>ur scale of permaiuuit or recurring income has been incrtuised to 
Ks. 5,57,87,000 while our scal(‘ of i>ernuin<‘nt <»r rinmning expenditure has 
Ixion raised to only Ks. 5,52,85,000, so that there is, as 1 li.-ive already said, a 
margin of Ks. 5,(12,000 <Jn the revcuiue side the total is made up of 
Ks. 4.98,87,006 tin* rc'viuiues assigned to ns in tin* hnancial setilemmit, plus 
21 * lakhs th(' estimated i1iereas(5 of those nwermes next year <lu(‘ to expansion 
t4»"whie}i 1 liavo JilreadN referred, 5/ .v 84^ lakhs tlu- total of the recurring 
grants made hv tin* Government of India. On the otlier side we liave the 
scale of exjienditure hxed in the financial rndtleiiuait which is t he same as the 
revenues mach* over to nn'ct tliat expenditure, that is Ks. 4,98,87,000, plus 
Ks. 19,48,000 the total of the items of uicurring expimdituro enumerated in 
paragraph Id of the explunat«iry plus d4^ lakhs the Hp(*ciiil grants made 

by the Government of India. 


“7. r now come to the four grants made by the Government of India for 
expenditure next year. One of these is a non-recurring payment of 
Ks. 4,31,000 for the improvement of Chittagong and calls lor no special remark. 
The other three are annual grants of 12, 10 and 12.^ lakhs, for police reforms, 
for primary education and to District Boards respectively. In addition to these 
sums a further aWotinent for agrlculturii is promised, but tlie amount lias not yet 
been fixed. The special grant for Univt rsity Kducatf^jri has beim made only 
for the current year and will be utilised primdpally in extending the promises of 
the Utiiversity and in constructing buildings. No provision has been made in 
the budget for a repetition of tiiis grant, although it has been indicated that 
further sums will be received. 


“8. The Resolution of the Government of India which was published in 
the nowsimpers a few days ago deals very fully with the measures contemplated 
for the improvement of the police force; and 1 need not detain you with any 
remarks on the subject. No doubt the members of this Council will cordially 
welcome the inauguration of these great reforms. 

9. Of the ten lakhs allotment for primary education a consi Jerahl® 
portion will at first bo devoted to the construction an 1 equipment of new 
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build in both bocause it would be impossible advantageously to devote ten 
lakhs at once to recurring exnenditure and because in many oases the schools 
are squalid, dark, overcrowdea and generally unsuitable, a state of things which 
is prejudicial to the health of the scholars and which makes effective teaching 
iujp()Hsihle. Ultimately the grant will be utilised in providing for the education 
of Muhammadans, for the conversion of lower primary into upper primary 
schools, for tlie opening of training schools for teachers of rural primary 
scliools and for an inspecting agency which will, as in the other Provinces in 
India and ’in England, be under the direct control of the Education Department. 
This raises the question of the position of the existing staff of Sub -Inspectors 
wliose duties would overlap. Economy requires that the whole staff of Sub- 
Inspectors should be graded together and should form one service, a measure 
which will bring the educational policy in Bengal into lino with that followed 
in other iTuvinces. 

10. The grant of 12^ lakhs made to District Boards is approximately 
equal to ^ of the receipts derived by the District Boards from provincial rates 
and will increase as the rates increase. The annual increment will probably be 
about Its. 14, GOO a year. At first, as in the case of the former five lakhs grant, 
the money will be placed at the disposal of the Commissioners of Divisions for 
distribution among the District Boards. Each Commissioner will be given a 
sum approximatol 3 ’ e(|ui valent to a quarter of the provincial rates raised in the 
Division. A system of permanent doles is, however, unsatisfactory, and after 
two or three years if not sooner each District Board will be finally given its own 
share. It is not considered advisable to do this at once, both because some of 
the districts when suddenly called upon to do so might not be able to spend the 
full amount to the best advantage, while others might be able to spend more, 
und also because it may be desirable at first to give some special assistance to 
the more backward districts. 

*‘11. This large addition to their resources will enable the District Boards 
not only to improve the condition of the roads, but also to make more adequate 
provision for the needs of the districts in other respects. Tlius, there is a great 
and preventible mortality among cattle, and those of the Boards which have 
not yet taken up veterinary work will no longer have an excuse for neglecting 
to do so. ^Bhoy wdll also be in a position to maintain, or if necessary increase, 
their expenditure on hospitals and dispensaries, on schools, and on water-supply 
and sanitation, and in the event of scarcity they will have larger resources on 
which to fall back. This large grant will also it may be hoped definitely set at 
rest the question of the diversion of the road cess. All the District Boards will 
now be in a position to devote the full income from Provincial rates to the 
purposes contemplated in the Road Cess Act without injury to any of the 
institutions which they have established; and the Lieutenant-Governor will 
be prt'parod to insoii; a provision in the Local Self-Government Bill requiring 
that this condition shall be observed in future. It will then become the 
business of the auditing^ officers to see that the expenditure is in acoordanoe 
with the Act. 

“12. The financial statement will in the ordinary course come up for 
discussion at the next . iceting of Council which will be held on hist March. 
1 shall bo much obliged if Hon’ble Members who propose to ask for any 
information or explanation or to comment on any matters in connection witL 
the budget will give mo notice three or more days before the meeting.’’ 
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:HE BENGAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOE 1905-1906. 


PART I, — General Review. 

(!> ACc'C^rMS FOR lOOS-lOOt 

In tho r^'v'isod ebtimatos uf hist year wliicli we re laid before tlie ('oiinril 
Q tfio 2<){h of Ins*^ Marcii tlu' elosiii^ balance of last yvnr, and there'- 
»Te also the optoiin^ balance of tin* current year, was j)laced at b"s. 1^^7,00.000 
’he accounts of last year are now available and sliow that tlu^ actual 
losinf:: balatice came to Ivs. K42,b.j,fU S, cu' Its. l,4 2,5d,O0() in round number^ 
fhith is Its. 4,b-J^(in0 more than the leviscd estimate. d'lu* iinjiroveim'iit waH 
he partK to hiTLo* adjustments after th(‘ closi' of the \n'Hr on account of jail 
lanufactures and survi'V and settb iiumt charges, and partly to the receipts 
Oder “ h^xcisC, ' Pn>vincial intcs/’ “ IM isei‘Uaneous ’’ and “ Irrigation JVInjor 
Torks " bavino proveal botnu' than was an ticipatc*d. Tlu' actual incriaise in 
>ceipr.s was l»s. (i.OT.OOt), hut against this must Ix' set an incnaist* of expen- 
[tu r< ‘ amouiitiiiLT to Ks. 2, l.'b^^OO; so that tlu* md improvtmient was, as aircuidy 
Sated, bs. 4,5{,00(». 


<21 riKVrsKI) F8TIMATF FOR 

2. For tlif' reasons (‘xplainrd above tho (Opening balance of th(‘ current 
ear has lieen placid in ilu* n vised i slimato at Ks. 1 ,42,b.S,0()0. 'riict cnxeess 
fits. l,o4,<d)() over tlu' <'riginal luidget estimuu* of tlm year is not available 
>r expimdituie during ilie cairient n «‘ar, because although th(‘ Focal Ciov(*i‘ii- 
leiit may tran^ler amounts •! r(un om* iiead to anothfu* it maN*^ not inciauise tin? 
dltdai of exp('nditur(‘ slmivn in llie budget <‘stima(,es. TJiis ('Xtu^ss tln refore 
” ' ■■ balanct* of the 


(nirrtmt y< ar and tlu‘ ojiening 


balance 


fstimat(*d in the budget at 
bett(‘r than ouj- 


»> the (iovi rnment of India and against which 

- — ' added on the <!X p(*nditnre sifb*. and is partly 

dt of improvements iindtu' soim* neads and i)r iJecreases nndi r (dluirs. 
vimnuits aggiegated Uh. 12,7()d)(K) and w<T(^ eliifdly under the 


ram 

t>cs to swcdl tlu' closin 
t 111 xt yc’ui 

->. i li(‘ reei'ipts fc^r the eurrimt yi‘ar wert 
,8. e 0t,l‘p00(t. 1 Ji(‘ r( venm H have, h()\\e\‘r, |>iove<J mm li 

itimate and tlie I(‘^i^((l figmo in now jdaciul at lbs. b, 1 7,09^b( )0. 4 in^ 

ill<*rem\‘ lbs. 12,bhj()i.() is paitlydm to sjacial grants <»f iis. ()(}() for 

niveisity J.dncation ami of Jis. ‘75,00(1 for th(‘ Improveimmt of tlu' Fort of 
hittagong which liaveda.cn madi 
)rresj)()nd I ng amounts liave be<m 
le net result 

he imjtrio _ ^ 

blowing heads —Jails (Ks^ Fe0,000) ; I’ilotagi- iK-eeipts (Ks. 90,000); Stamps 
Cb. ‘>,00,0(10) chu'fly from eoui t-f( e stamps; Fxeio- (K's. 87,0(;0) mainly duo 
► better set ihunents ; Provincial Ibit^s (Ks. FOo 000) due to revision of 
weshments ami beUer collection; iingation Major Works (Ks 1 ‘h!(»00i- 
rigatioi. .Minor Works (Its. 1,59,000); and Civil WorkH iaebarge of the j’dblic 
Wks Department (Ks. 1,57,000). On the otlier band tlie decreases Brnounted to 
B. 2,79 0(f,0 and were firiueipally under Ad just mints b<twoi‘n Imperial ami Pro- 
ncial (1\B. 1,0 1,000) <»\ving maiidy t./ tlui transfer of tin* Stamps and StutioTUTV 
Rico to Imperial; under Assessed Taxes (Kb. 37,0uO); ami under JritcreHt 
L8. ud,000; owing to hiiiallcr loans having been taken by the local bodies than 
(Te provided for in tlie budp-et. 

id’o sid.> tho revised estimate shows a not deerf^ase 

,{)()(). 1 liero Imve been 8avinf;M amount inf^ to Its. 22,.0.'>,000 wliieh 

,vc, tiowevor, for the most part, been transferred to other heads and expended 
though m some cases tlie mon®y provided was carried forward so that the' 
:)rks might lj<3 completed m xt year. 

fob' referred to were largely .Jueto the failure to olHain sanction 

' -® schemes for tlu^ improvement of the salaries of 

ministerial ofTicers, for an increa.se in the number of Deputy Collectors and 

fUr^Therb’L"' ‘F‘ «e-ie.^bn<T for bdirt’iorl 

topiia. there have also lieon reductions in consequence of tho transfer of 


/ 
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tlie Stamps ari(J Stationery OfKce v\ith effect from the Ist July 1904; also under 
Govenimont Prodsesand stationery supplied from central stores ; under Irrigation 
Major Works : and undc^r Contributions to Local. The large decrease shown 
uncler Civil W<3rks ifi charge of Civil Officers is nominal, and is due to the 
transfer of flie lump provision for Police and other buildings to the Public 
Works Department in order that tlie buildings miglit be constructed. 

b Cn th«- other hand there have been increases under General 
Administration, l^olice and Miscellaneous. The increase under the first head 
is due (1) to the pay and h ave allowances of the Chief Commissioner of the 
Central Provinces from 1st March to 17th June 1904 having been drawn in 
Calcutta. (2) to additional grants for the renewal and maintenance of furniture 
in Belvedere and Idle Slirubbtiry, and 3) to the deputation of Mr. Savage on 
»spe<dal duty in (‘.onnee.tion with Police chaukidari work. ddie greater part 
of the additional expenditure under Police is on account of j^ietty construction 
and repairs and furniture of Police buildings, and under iVliseellaneous the 
enhancement is ebiefiy owing to grants to the District Charitable Society, and 
to otlu'r public institutions .such as the Young Women’s Christian Association 
and the Calcutta (Jrphanage for Hindus, The increase under Irrigation Minor 
Works and Navigation is duo to additional grants for (a) irrigation of sugarcane 
by })uin[)ing nt Ottiir ; {h) the clearing of silt from the klias talinil klials in the 
Contai s’ubdix'ision of the district of Midnaporo ; (r) tlio resectioiiing of th(‘ 
Alaipore khal ; (f/) Kuibankniont repairs; (r) the constructioii of a steam- 
launch for the South-Western Circle; and (/) the contribution of Rs. 1,25,000 
in aid of the cott (d’ the Magrahat Drainage S(*henie in the 24-Parganas. 
dMie increase under Civil Works in charge of the Public Woiks Department 
( Rs. 9,()9,0h0) has Ix'cn met jirinc.ipiilly by transfers from (]Ji\ il Works in 
charge of Civil OHicers and from Education. 

7. The closing balance of tlie current year was estimated in March last at 

liS. I,0r>,4o,0o0. this must now bo added Jvs. 4,o4,0()() the exeess of the 

o])ernng balance over the Estimate; Rs. 1 2,00, by which the receipts of the 
current year have iuijiroved ; and Rs. 2,21,000 tlic net decrease of expenditure. 
In the revised estimate, therefore, the closing balance of the current year is 
placed at Rs. 1,24,80,000. 

Oi) BUDGET E8TIMATK FOR 1905-I9fm. 

8. ddie ofieiiiiig balance of 1005-1900 corresponds with the closing balance 
of tlie current year and is therefore placed at Rs. 1,24,80,000. 

9. Th(‘ budget t*stiniate for next year as passed provides for receipts 
aggrc'gating Rs. 5,t54,‘h>,0(M>. The amount assigned to the Local Government 
in the financial sf^ttlomeiit was Rs. 4.98 87,Ono mid owing to ordinary expan- 
sion it is estimat(‘d that the revenues made over will yiehl next year 
Rs, 5,28,87,000. To this must he added the special assignment of Rs. 84,50,000 
sanctioned by the Goviunment <>f India, viz., for Police reorganization (12 
lakh>), Primary Education ^lOlakiis), ae.d Grants to District Boards ( 1 2-|^ lakhs). 
The addition of these grants brimrs tlie total of the ri'curring or permanent 
revenue up to RvS. 5,57,87,000. d'here are also non-reeurring^ receipts consisting 
of a special grant of Rs. 4,81,000 b\ tlu^ Government of India for the improve- 
xnent of tlie Port of Chittagong, a contribution of two lakhs frt)m the Hospital 
Port Dues Fund to the F^residency fToneral Hospital and Rs. P5,000, the 
sale-proceeds of the l*ilot-vcssol Sarsuli, The addition of these sums brings 
the total receipts of the year up to the amount already stated, namely 
Rs. 5,04,83,000. 

10. It is proposed to spend the whole of these receipts, and also to reduce 
the opening balance from Rs. 1,24,86,000 to Rs, 82.49,000 or by Rs. 42,87,000. 
d'ho ordinary Provincial minimum closing balance is twenty lakhs, but in addi- 
tion to this amount the Government of Ben<^al has agreed to keep the special 
grant of fifty lakhs for the iiiiprovoraent or Calcutta untouched, which brings 
tlu' amount to be carried forward up to seventy lakhs. There was also a lump 
grant of fifty laklis made to the Local Government in connection with the 
Provincial settlement the expenditure of which was to be spread over several 
yoafs. Seventeen lakhs of it havi‘ been spent during the current year, und 
it is proposed to spend nearly 20^ lakhs next year and to cai’ry forward 
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Re. 12,49,000. The total to be carried forward as closing baltoce at the 
ond of next year will therefore be Rh. 70,00,000 plus Hs. 12,49,000, or 
Rs. 82,49,000." 

11. The total estimated expenditure of next year is therefore 
Rh. 5.04,3*1,000 plus Rs. 42.37,000, or Rs. 0,00,70,000, "and the estimated 
closing balance is Rs. 82,49,(3)0. 

12. Th(‘ total expenditure of next year, which amounts as already 
osf)lainc(i to Rs. 0,00.70,000, is made up of r(‘eurring or pernmin>nt expenditure 
amounting to Rh. 5,52,85,000 and of inm-recui ring expeiuiitun* amounting in 
i; 4 >und numbers to Rs. 53,85,000. Details of these amounts are given in the 
next two paragMipl's. 

13. I'he scale of j>ernuin(mt expenditure allowed to the Loc'al Govern- 
njont in the tinaneial settleint rii was Rs. 4,98,87,000. In tlie budget now 
passt^d this amount lias Ixaui inciuaistai by Rs, 53,98,000, of which a statement 
iiT given bdo^v. It intiy lx* exf>laine(l that the normal incri'ase of tlc'part- 
monial expenditure in tiie last st'viai yt'ars has been Rs. 5,30,0(i0, and that tlu‘ 
ordinary iissignnient to tlie Kdui'ation Departtnent has been increastai by four 
lakli'*, the dt'lails of which an* shown separately in the statement: — 


Rs. 


Nornifil rriowtli of oxy>rn(lit ur<* ui\d<‘r Saporaiinuat ion, I^»IIo«■*, 
lioii’‘r<il AdrijinistrsHon and ut lier dt*partna*iitH during tho 
yoars j'Mil-jlMi5 and 19()5-19l)h 
ltKTofi8(' t»[ j)ay of lii-iian Medical Sorvioo oflirorii 
liKToa-^o in the iiiiiiibiT of l)oputy Mngif=trat(‘H and I>o[»nf,v 
( '(db'c't ors and rtMirgiinizatiou ot tiio .'^uhordinat.t* 10 
nt 1 v(* Service 

J'roviMOii f<ir pay of additional niuharrirN and ptMiim for tiie 
Ad litioiijil iJeputy .Magihtrale.s ... 

Increast'd giuTil lor 1 ovoi d-rooni ♦ Htahli.-lmient ... 
i'ay and e.-'Uiblj.siiiiK ul uf the R^gi.stou ol (.'o-oporati vt* fh'tdit 
So('i**tieH ... 

ihi\ and estuhlisimu'iit of !)e{)uty Ihre(t«»r of Land Uef*ords 
and A)."ri(Milt urc 

Increase ot J Ac'v,. c^tali! i^liiuont in tiie dieitnrt.H of ihn OribHu 
Idivi'i 'll nil I n Midn‘i]iore 
Jier)rgaiii/at ion (d tho Ji,(*giHrration Departtnent 
Adncional .Jndgti, High ( !uurt 
Shortliund writers in Ilit^di (Jourt 
tJorn itiei (nal Clays, 1 't (‘^kIciic v College 

Ditto, Dirlb’ School, KurBcong 

lijoreriHed [jrovision — 

Kent (d \)oarding-hnnsi‘rt for ‘'tudcnits in ('aleuttu 
For 4)T)ening ]'• and C ( 'hiHb Ht hools 
For ptij»ondH to pnjii l-lea^dn'rs 

For train 'lit: institutes lor ytnmary Hohool-teaohers 
Zai iaiia e<liiealioii by (• •ntral gathering 
Traiirng iriHtitutioi's for gills 
bemah' teacdicrB* hoiiHc-l . houHc visitation 
TrawiiiJL,' of gyijinayfie neisters 

%VeaYin:.«- Department and Agricultural training in Uefortna- 
tury Schoolw 

Starting training c<;llogC8 at Hooghly and Dacca 
J‘or*additional scholarships 
increa.sed provision lor grants-in- aid 
Agncultual class iu Civil Fngineering College 
Miuing course 

ether minor educational iraproveraonts 

Agricultural farms 

Frovjiicial Agricultural Association 


29, Odd 

(i,ueo 

b7,(t0d 

ie,o(K) 

9.000 
1,50,000 

5.000 

15.0 Of) 

G,000 

4.000 

1 5,000 

25, (too 

15.000 
15,(100 

0,000 

9 OOO 

14.000 


Additional provia.ori corresfioii ling to special assignments 
made by the Government of India lor Foiice, Kdiiratifin 
and grants to District Boards ... ... ,,, 


34,50,000 


ii.8. 


9,22,000 

97,000 


2.8o,(MiO 

75.000 
9,0(»0 

25.000 

15.000 

9.000 

28.000 

48.000 

13.000 


4,00,000 

1G,000 

0,000 


19,48,000 


34,50,000 


53,98, (JOo 


Total 
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14. The sum of Rs. 58,85,000 devoted to non-recurring expenditure is 
vimdci un oi tho f(dlowing items which are in addition to tlie jjrovision for con- 
»rinutK)ns from JVoviucial to Local, etc., contained in the scale of expenditure 
iixed ill tlie financial settlement: — 

Ub. 

8un<]fcrbaii8 reclamation ... ... ... 1,6U,U0<) 

Stoam-lauuch for the ( 'ommissionor of the Presidency Division 49,000 
Ditto for Dacca (JonimisBiouer ... ... 41,o0() 


Ditto for 8uperiiitendent River Police ... 

Delivery olinrgeB of iStcaincr Frasftr 

liaising tho i>acca 8urvt»y Sciio d to the status of Pihar 
80I100I of linginoering 
Kulargcment of Oinohona Factory 
Indigo KxpcTiinout 
Rcviiaoii ol gazottcors 

A thir<l flftor of th<' Hostel oi Vtit-orinary School 
.CL new I lostel for ditto 

PouTidary and other walls ditto 

Arrant for Special < commission of Luquiry (grant 44,000 — 
5,000 UHiially allowed) 

Irrigation Miiior Works — - 

S])t5cial grant for canal hetwi-en Dliapa and Bamunghata ... ) 
l>itto lor Aluipur kluil ... 1 

llitto for raising the llooglily left embanknicnt ... )> 

Ditto Im coiiBtriieting sheds on the new cut canal ... j 

Ditto for Madari]>ui Jiliil Route ... ...J 

Contribution for Magraliat Diainai^e 
thvil Works in chnrgH of Public W orks Department — 
lligh Court <'xtciibious 

I’ivsidenc'y .Jail ... ... ... | 

Surgical ward, Medical College ... . . ... J 

Dacca College 

Jtecoiihirnction of Rainjibell ilosj>ital 

Dovvhill Gilds' »S(‘liool .. . . 

M<*(li(;al (kdleg<* lurnifure 

Raving oi iloor ol Metlioal College HoBjiital ... 

Installation ol ch‘0lrie lights and ians in W'^nters’ J^uililings 

lierliani]»or(» and otiier »Iail buildings 

Ik'iitial block, <'ain]4>ell iiospitul 

iMMUOval of i b^riiani !>' )re LuiutiH*. Asylum 

Paying pati<*nts’ bbxd;, tieneral Hospital 

fio'iviiigol ollif'ials, ( alcutla 

i iand lor Betbum* College 

Land lor Nuiscs' (piartcrs, Medical College 

Buildings ditto ditto ... , 

j joetiii ('-1 Otuu an 1 Musiuim, Cuttack Medical School 

lin})roveuien( s in d^ niplo Midical School 

i'^huiniiliu Nath 1 'audit’s llospital 

liigli Re^ el d’lsta Valh y lioad 

\V Ork.^ ill « ]iarge of Civil Clfficers — 

Nadia Muiucijiality for re])airs to embankmeutfi 
(laleiitla liitto ioi incinerator 

AloiJgliA r ilitto for water-supply ... ...v 

l’>arisal ditto for ditto 



l)o. ditto . for hosjdtal 

Berbamporti ditto for drainage 
Jtipariau MunuMpalities for wattjr-supply 
Bbagalpur Munieipality, water-works 
Rangpur J>itto for drainage 

Rauipur-l^oalia Ditt > for Water-works 

Other Alunieipalities for Bpocial works 
Police and Jail buddings 
Moded College at Ranchi 
Improvements in the Port of (Chittagong 
Transfer of Jail buddings and ofheers’ houBes in 
and officers’ quarters in Burdwan * ... 



Improvements in Howrah Goncral Hospital 
Initial expenditure of Divisional Agriouitural Farms 


. j»eoial minor works and grants 


48.000 

45.000 

48.000 

40.000 

50.000 

47.000 

"U0,()0l> 


d9,000 


2.48,000 


0,75,000 

1 , 00.000 

2.40.000 

2.27.000 

51.000 

09.000 
00,000 
4^,800 
20 , 00 (» 

1.50.000 

00, 000 

50.000 
2 , 00,000 
1 , 00,000 

07.000 

1 . 02.000 

25.000 

18.000 
00,000 
20,000 
00,000 

0,00t> 

34,862 

40.000 

25.000 

20.000 
i 0,0()0 

50,000* 

3.60.000 

4.02.000 

1,00,000 

4.31.000 

9,00,000 

30.000 

12.000 

1,13,073 


Total 


53,84,635 
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PART n. — Detailed remarks on the Budget for 1006-1006. , 


Uj ckipts. 


15. Land Revenue . — 'Diie actual g'rosa revenue of last year was 
Rs, 4,10,03,080. 1 he revised estimate for the current ypar was originally 

placed at Hs. 4,12,00,000, but was reduced m hen the damage done to the 
crops by frost brougli# down the collections in February. The budget 
estimate for Mie current year was lis, 4,11,50,000. The estimate for ne*\t 
year has been fixed at Hs. 4,19,03,000 and provides for an enhancement 
of Rs. 3,05,000 under rcCMVoiies on account of survey and settlement charges, 
for* an increase of Rs, 82,000 from settlejnents, for an imj>rovtnnont in the 
collections from Government oststes, and for tlie recovery of arrears carried 
over from the current year. The details of the recoveries of the survey and 
settlement charges are given in Appendix A. 

10. The j^djusv^ments lu tween imperial and Provincial are made under 
the head of Land Revenue, ami wnll pr obably result in a not transfer of 
Rs. 80,35,000 to 1‘rovincial. The details will Ix' found in Appendix A. 

17. — The total revenue from Stamps for the current year was 

38timated at Rs. 2,02.00,000. Last g ear’s actuals were Rs. 1,98,35,514, ami 

ihe average annual inc.rease during th<^ last five years has been lis, 3,89,000 
Daring the first eleven months of the curreut \ oar, however, the receipts 
?xc<*edoJ those of the correspemding ]>eriod of bist year by no lees than 
Is. 8,91,000, and in view of these figures, the revised estimate for the current 
rear lias betr^ passed for Rs, 2,08, (>0,000 and the estimate for next year 
las bei'ii j)laeed at Rs. 2,14,00,000. Local Governmont gets one half of 

hose amounts, or Ivs. 1,04.00,000 and Rs. 1,07,00,000. 

1*8. hjeist' — The hudget esiiumte of the current year’s total revenue 

vas Rs. !,().>, 00, 000. 3'lie actuals of last }'cnr exceeded the; revised estimate 

if last year by Rs. 1,90,000 ami amounted'' to Rs. 1,02,95,944. The average 
iunual increase under this head dining the last live yoars has been Rs. 5,83,000, 
«d the figurt‘8 of the fir*st ten mouths of ti»e current year show an increase 
if Rs. 4,->l,000 over acAuils of the c >rresponding period of last year. 

L ho revi.^ed estimate ior iht‘ ciirient year has tlnireforo bixm passecl foi 

^^h7,^)0,00(.> and tlie e.stimato for mxt year has biam j)laced at 

ts 1,73,50,000. The Provincial share of next year’s receipts ( .Lth ) amounts 
3 Rs. 75,91,000. , ^ vit> / 


19. Provincial Rateii,— V\\i^ uctu.al eollections of'the Public Works coSs 
1 14K)3-190 4 amounted to Rs. 4^s,84,713, and the estimate for the current year 
^as Rs. 48,74, ()(>(). Tlie receipts in the first ten months of the current year, 
oweyer sln.w an increase of lis. 1,7 0,000 over those of the corresponding 
cried of last year, and the revised estimate for the current year has 
ccordingly been placed at Rs. 50,00, 0()0, and the cfltimato for next year at 
i>l,o0,000. An incnasij is anticipated on the completion of the revalua- 
oii work in certain districts. Under “ General Rates for the management of 
nvate estates the estimate of receipts is Its. 1,84,000, and this added to 

of the Public Works cess makes up tlie sum of 
8. r>3,.i4,000 whick is the total estimate for the year. 

20. AKHCHMd raxf^.—Tho current year’s receipts from income-tax were 
itimatcd at Ks. SI, 50, 000. The actual collections of last year amounted to 
8. -l.t and those of the twelve months endiiicr with 31st .January 190.5 

ere Ks. -jO, . 14, 000. The revised estimate for the current year has uccor'dinKlv 
Jen placed at Ks. .i0,00,000. To this amount a sum of Ks. 1,00,000 has been 
Ided as the normal increase of revenue, the average annual increase during 
e four years ending with the year 19021003 from the classes who are still 
•We to ^vse^ment having Ixj-n Ks. 1,7.3,000. The estimate for 1005-1906 

“rt”u'Rri5,rSSo?r"‘ 'J-b^ ITovm=i.l .l,.„ 

t- j re& ipts under this head for 1905-1906 are 

timatedat Rs. 12,00,000, against Ks. 11,50,000 the budget estimate for 
e current year, and Ks. 10,65.523 the actuals of last year. The ^evi^d 

ngtbhTm: -d s/aXus 

^h of the receipts. 


1 he Lfocal Qoveiriment gets one- 
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22. Registration. — The budget estimate under this head for the current 
year was Ks. 17^00,000. The actuals of last year amounted to Ks. 16,66,453. 
The average annual increase under this head during the last five years has been 
Ihs. 53,000. The collections in the first ten months of the current year show an 
iTH ieasc of Rs. 26,000 over those of the corresponding period of last year, 
liiid both the revised estimate for the current year and the estimate for next 
year luive been passed for Rs. 17,00,000. Th(Se receipts are entirely * 
Jhovincial. 

23. Interest. — Details of the receipts under this head are given in 

A])jicndix A. ^ 

24. Law and Justice — Courts of Law. — The actuals of last year amounted 
to Rs. 8,08,224, and the revised estimate for the current year has been taken 
at Rs. 8,07,000 with reference to the actuals of the first ten months of the year. 
During the current year there was a fulling olf under G/ 3 neral fees, fines 
and forfeitures which is not expected to continue, and next year’s receipts* 
liave been estimated at Rs. 8,14,000. 

25. Jails. — ^The estimate under this head is Rs. 14,00,000, against 
Ks. 13,50,000 the revised estimate for the current year and Rs. 14,15,485 
the ac^tuals of last year. The budget estimate for the current year was 
Rs. 12,00,000. The increase in the budget is mainly due to anticipated 
demands from the Commissariat Department. 

26. Police. — The estimate under this head amounts to Rs. 2,00,000 
against Rs. 2,05,000, the budget estimate for the current year. ♦The actuals of 
last year were Rs. 1,84,0-18. During the current year there wore smaller 
recoveries on account of ])unitivo police and police supplied to Railway 
(Jomj)anies and the revised estimate has been placed at Rs. 1,80,000. 

27. Marine. — The budget Cvstimate for the current year was Rs. 12,80,000. 
This has been raised to Rs. 13,70,000 in the revised estimate witJi reference 
t o tlie actuals of the first ton months of the current year which show an' increase 
under l^ilotuge receipts in (Julcutta. Idiese receipts are of a fluctuating 
character, depending on the tonnage of vessels arriving and departing from the 
port, and tlic estimate for next vear has been j>assed for Rs. 13,2p,000. 

2S. Jidueation. — I'ho estimate under this head is Rs. 7,70,000, against 
Rs. 7,30,000 and Rs. 7,05,000, tlui sanctioned and the revised estimates, 
respt^ctivoly, for the current year, and Rs. 7,08,701, the actuals of last year. 
The increase is mainly due to anticipat (‘d realizations on account of rent of 
hoarding-houses for students in Calcutta. A sum of Rs. 67,200 has 'been 
provided for on the expenditure side to meet the charge for rent of board- 
ing-houses which Government will take up and make over to j)rivate colleges 
to be used as hostels. 

29. Medical. — The estimate uiuhu- this liead is Rs. 4,37,000, against 
Rs. 2,15,000 and Rs. 2,37,000, the sanctioned and the revised estimates, respec- 
tively, for the current year, and Rs. 2,30,237, the actuals of last year. The* 
estimate includes a contribution of 2 lakhs from the (^^alcutta Hospital RortDues 
Fund to the Presidency General Hospital. A corresponding amount has been 
})rovided for in the OKstimate of Civil Works in charge of the Public Works 
Department for the construction of a paying patients’ block in the hospital. 

30. Scientific and other Minor Depart nients. — The total re’ceipts for next 
3 "ear are estimated at Rs, 2,57,000 against Rs. 2,67,000 and Rs. 2,5^r,000, the 
sanctioned and revised estimates, respectively, for the current year. The esti- 
mate follows the revised estimate for the current year. The decrease is under 
Cinchona IMantation receipts owdng to smaller sales of cinchona alkaloids. 

31. Miscellaneous. — The receipts under this head fluctuate largely from 
year to year, and are diHicult to forecast witli certainty. I'he estimate for 
next year has been based on tlie actuals of the last Aree years and has been 
jdaced at Rs. 10,09,000, against Rs. 9,13,000,aud Rs, 9,30,000, the budget and t 
reviseJ estimates, respectively, for the current year, and Rs. 11,33,785, the 
actuals of last year. The increase last .year was chiefly under unclaimed 
deposits. 

32. Irrigation Major Works {District Receipts^. — The budget estimate for, 
the. current year was Ks. 18,77,000, and the revised estimate is taken at 
Rs. 20,00,000 owing to an anticipated ihiprovement in the receipts from the 
Sone Canals. The actual receipts last yeax' amounted to Rs. 20,20,889, Vnd 
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the total revised estimate for the current year has been reproduced in the 

budsret for next year. • i ^ 

33. iViw'/r Works and Navigation in charge of the I uhltc Works Depart- 
— The estimate of receipts f(^r next year is Rs. ^ 6,50,000, against 

Rs. 5,40,000 and Rs. 0,99,000, the sjin Aioned and revised estimates, respeoUvely, 
for the current year, and Rs. 5,75,240, the actuals of last year. An increase 
is expected from both the Calcutta uiul the Eastern Caniils, partly on account 
of a general increase in the traffic and partly owing to the changes recently 
introduced in the administration of tlie canals. 

34. Civil Works in charge of the Public Works Department . — The receipts 
for* next year are estimated at Rs. 2,80,000, against Us. 2,00,000 and 
Rs. 3,57,000, the sanctioned and the revised estimates, respectively, for the 
CurreiR year. The receipts under coiiain minor heads, including “ profits of 
the Darjeeling'Jlimahiyan Railway have \>oen unusually loi'ge during the 
curi;ent year, 

ExrENDITlTKK. 

35. Hounds and Drawbacks . — The total Provincial expenditure of 
next year is estimated at Rs. 1,35,000 against Rs. 1,26,000, the sanctioned 
estimate for the current year. The estimate is based on the average actuals of 
the last three years, exclusive of spt'cial payments. 

36. Lund Revenue . — The total l^rovincittl expenditure for next year is 
estimated at Rs. 47,22,000 against Rs. 44,00,000, the budget estimate for tlie 
current vt ar, as shown below : — 

lan.i lonr. 


(1) 

Charges of Distriot Ad- 
minifttratiou 

HuUt'ot 

its. 

.1-1,50, 000 

iU)> im(k] 

Rb. 

31,01,000 

lla. 

35,55,000 


(3iargeH on iiceount oi' 
Tjaiid Revenut; (X)lle(*- 
tions 

1,000 

1,000 

1,100 

^3) 

Maiiugemont of Qol'ern- 
nicnl obtatefl 

5,55,000 

6.40,000 

7,41,000 

(0 

Surv«^y und fSottleineiit 

3,00,000 

3,41,000 

2,01,000 


Laud Rfoords and Agri- 
culture ... 

1U,000 

1,02,000 

03,600 


Total 

44,00,000 

42,45,000 

47,2:^,000 


The increase under (1) isdiuUo provision having been made for — (a) the full 
saiietioned strength of officers and establishment, (^) an increase in the 
number of l^^eputy Magistrates and Deputy (’olleetors and the improv®- 
ment of the status of Sub-Deputy Collectors, (e) the pay of niuharrirs and 
|>eon8 of additional I)eputy Magistrates, (tl) a new steam-Jaunch for the 
Commissioner of the Presidency Division, (c) a larger grant for record-room 
establishmeiit, and (/) increased charges for the management of pjivate 
estates owing to tljo assumption of Bhowal and other estates. A provision of 
lU. 1,50, 600 has been made under (3) for tlio Sundarbans reclamation work. 

3^. Strnf^ps *. — The estimate for next year amounts to Rs. 7,00,000 
against Rs. 7,b0,000, the budget estimate for the current year, xhe decrease 
is due to the transfer to the control of the Government of India of the office 
of the Controller of Stamps, the cost of which has been debited to Imperial 
from the 1st July 1904. The Provincial share of the total expenditure fone- 
half^ is Rs. 3,50,000. 

38. * EjlcLc. — The estimate for next year is Rs. 8,63,000 against 
Ks. 8,20,000, the budget grant for the current year. Fho increase is due to 
[a) increase of pay of Personal Assistant of the Kxcise Commissioner owing 
to grade promotion, a lump provision of Rs. 20,000 for strengthening the 
establishment employed in the districts of the Orissa Division and Midnapore in 
connection with the introduction of the contract distillery system, and (c) larger 
grants for 8[)ecial contingencies and rewards with reference to local require- 
ments. The Provincial share (seven- sixteenths) amounts to Rs. 3,78,000. 

39. Provincial Pates . — UTie estimate for neat year is Rs. 92,000 against 

1,04,000, the budget estimate for 1904-1905. The decrease is chiefly under 
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Revaluation Charges and partly also in the charges for cqlleotion which have 
been budgetted for according to local requirements. 

40. Forests, — The total expenditure for next year is estimated at 
Rfi, 7,04,000 against Rs. 7,61,000, the budget estimate for the current year. The 
increase is for the repairs of steamers aiM boats and for the purchase of marine 
stores in the Sunaarbans Division. The Provincial share (one-fourth) is 
Ks. 1,91,000. 

41. Registration, — The estimate for next year is Rs. 9,96,000 against 
Rs. 9,70,000, the budget estimate for the current year. The increase is chiefly 
due to a lump provision of Rs. 20,000 for the reorganisation of the Department, 
although partly also to an increase in the pay of the Personal Assistant of 'the 
Inspector-General of Registration owing to grade promotion. The expenditure 
is entirely Provincial. 

42. General Administration. — The total expenditure in the current year was 
originally estimated at Rs. 18,56,000, but in the revised estimate this has been 
raised to Rs. 19,80,000. The increase has been explained in paragraph 6 
above. The estimate for next year is Rs. 19,02,000. 

43. JLaw and Justice — Courts of Law. — The budget estimate forithe current 
year was Rs. 1,00,00,000, but in the revised estimate this has been reduced to 
Rs. 98,50,000 for the reasons explained in paragraph 5 abovq^ The estimate for 
next year has been passed at Rs. 1,02,00,000 which includes provision for (a) 
an Additional Judge in the High Court lor three months for inspection work; 

(b) a larger expenditure under Fees to Pleaders with reference to actuals ; 

(c) larger grants under salaries and establishment of Munsifs, diet and 
travelling expenses to witnesses and allowances to jurors and assessors, and 
(<f) a moiety of the expenditure due to the increase in the number of Deputy 
Magistrates and the improvement in the status of Sub- Deputy Magistrates, the 
other moiety having been included under Land Revenue. 

44. Jails, — The estimate for the current year was Rs. 36,80,000 against 
118.27,33,193, the actuals of last year, 'hhe actuals of the first ten months of the 
year however show a decrease of only Rs. 3,000 as compared with the figures 
for last year, and the revised cstimale for the year has accordingly been 
raised to Rs. 27,30,000. The increase is chiefly under Jail Manufactures and 
is duo to larger expenditure on the purchase of raw matorials. The estimate loi 
next year is Rs. 28,20,000. 

. 45. Police . — The following table compares tlio estimates under this 
lioad : — 


#- 


. 

1903-1904. 

1904-1905. * 

1905..190C 


^otualB. 

. 

Budget. 

1 

Revised. 

Estimate. 

1 

2 

,3 


5 

• 

(J) ProBidenoy Police 

(2) MuuicipaF 

(»0 Supc^rintendeiioe 

(4) District Executive Force ... 

(5) Village Police 

(<>) bpooial „ 

(7) Railway 

(8; Cattio- pounds 
(^0 Refunds 

G5) Polioe reorganisation 

Bs. 

8,60,.02G 

50,632 

1,74,834 

50,54,564 

47,176 

1,71,349 

1,86,939 

783 

28,832 

Rs. 

9.17.000 

49.000 

1.66.000 
49,93,000 

52.000 
1,66,000 
1,96,000 

1,000 
10,000 . 

Rs! 

8.59.000 
62,QC0 

1.71.000 
52,79,000 

52.000 

1.47.000 

1.83.000 

1 1,000 

16.000 

8,^0,000 

52,000 

1.63.000 
51,47,000 

52.000 

1.68.000 
^ 2,07,000 

1,000 

30.000 
12,00,000 

Total 

65,71,635 

* 

65,60,000 

67,60,000 

78,90,000 


46. The actuals of the first ten months of the current year indicate that 
there will be a largo excess under the head District Executive Force.” This is 
mainly under the sub-head •“Supplies and Services,” and is duo to additional 
grunts for petty construction and repairs and the purchase of furniture and 
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books; there will also be small increases under ‘‘Superintendence” and 

“Refunds.” Tlien'cvivsed estimate for the year has been passed at Ks. 67,00,000 
against Rs. 05,50,000, the budg-et ^rant for ^tho year. The estimate for 
next year is Ks. 78,90,000 and includes a lump provision of 12 lakhs for 
the reorganisation of the l*olico I-)ej)artment. h urther details are shown in 
Appendix Jh 

47. Marine , — The ostininte. for iiex^u>ar is Rs. 11,20,000 against 

Rs. 17,40,000 and Rs. 18,00,r»00, tlio budg'ctand the revis d estimates respec- 
tively for the current year. The estimate includes lis. 15,000 for the payment 
of delivery cliarges of tlio new steanu'r Fraser. Tlu^ sum t)f Ivs. 6,01,000 
was provided in tlie revised estimate for the current year to meet tho cost of 
the vessel. Provision has been made for the salaries and allowances of 

officers, etc., for the new vessel. 

48. E>hieation . — The total Provincial expenditure in the eurrout year 

was originally estimated at Rs. 85, 10,000* but in the revised ostimato this 
has been raised to Rs. 85,62,000. Tlie variations among several heads are 
shpwn in A})^3udix Ih The (\stirnato for next year is Rs. 47.52,000, to 

which must be added Rs. 4,55,656 whicJi is transferred to District Roards 
through the head of Contributions from Provincial to Local, and Rs. 2,00,000 
which has* been added to tlie ordinaiy grant of tlio Public Works Department 
for tlie construction of tho Dacca Colk'ge building. Tlie total expemdituro 
for Education will tliorcfore bo R.s. 54,07,656. Tlie following table shows 
tho growth of expenditure undet* tliis head both in the lh*oviucial aud 
J-)istrict Hoard accounts from the y(‘ar 1001-02 : — 





A< 'COUNT. 


Revised 

Budget 



" ' - - 



est iniato. 

estimate, 



I!)()1.1902. 

1902-1903. 

] 903-1901. 

1904-190."). 

1906-1906. 

J*roeinc<al. 

, 

Jw8. 

lie. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Diret’tion 

... 

' 78,000 

tuS.OOO 

!H);000 

90,000 

89,000 

Inepootion 


8,oa,ooo 

8.4 1,000 

3,42,000 

3,38,000 

3,42,000 

Cfovornraoat 

General 


5,56,000 

5,P),000 

5.90,000 

0,,09,(»00 

1 )itto do., 

1 'roles- 






Kioual 



2,28,000 

2,71,0(10 

2,12,000 

2,37,000 

Govern mont Soliools, 

Gonc'ral 

6,27,000 

(;,47,0(M) 

7,20,1)00 

7,00,000 

7,21,000 

Ditto do.. 

SpocMul 

2, 50, 000 

2,01,000 

3,12,000 

3,8»2,000 

5,13,000 

Granth-in-iiid 

. . , 

6,28,000 

7,24,000 

8,or>,ooo 

8,18,000 

8,20,000 

ScliolarshipH 

... 


1,90,000 

l,9.‘<,000 

1,91,000 

2Uo,000 

Ijiira]) provision for 

I’rimnrj 






Education 

. . . 





10,00,000 

Lump provisior* For U 

nivorsity 






Education 


... 1 



2,00,000 


MisccllaneouB 

. . . 

55,000 1 

76,000 

1,21,000 

90,000 

1^56,000 

Ilufuuds ... 

... 

2,000 

6,000 

7,000 

1,000 

i 5,000 

Total Proviuciiil 


2;»,i 1,000 1 

81,12,000 

31,42,000 

35,62,000 ( 

47,52.000 

• 

Local. 


! 





loppeotion 


! 8.04,000 

8,11,000 

3,66,000 

3,66, ()00 

3,06,000 

Schools 


" 1.22,000 , 

1,21,000 

1,80,000 

1,34,000 

1,34,000 

Grants-in-aid 

... 

! 8,55,000 

12,80,000 

12,29,000 

12,50,000 

12,00,000 

Scholarships 


30,000 ! 

81,000 

38,000 

87,000 

37,000 

Miscollancous 

. . . 

21,000 I 

52,000 

61,000 

51,000 

51,000 

Ref uuda 

... 

1 






Total Local 


13,32,000 1 

17,48,000 

18,19,000 

18,38,000 

18,48,000 

Grand Toial 


42,73,000 1 

48,60,000 

62,61,000 

64,00,000 

r 

66,00,000 


49. The principal items for wliich special provision has been made in the 
estimate are given in paragraph 13 above. 
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50. Medical. — The budget grant for next year is Rs. 22,75,000 against 
Rs. 23,00,000, the budget estimate for the current year, and Rs. 21,48,271, the 
actuals of last year. The budget inchidesa provision of Rs. 97,000 for increasing 
the pay of Indian Medical Bervice Officers against Rs. J ,20,000 provided for 
the current year. The estimate also provides Rs. 70,000 f(>r expenses during 
the j>re valence of plague, including a spec^l grant of Rs. 50,000 to the Divi- 
sional (Joinmissioners for special plague measures. A provision of Rs. 13,900 
has been made for grants to leper asylums out of tlie special assignment of five 
lakhs giv(ui in last year from the Imperial surplus for distribution to certain 
public institutions. 

5 1 . Scientific and other Minor Departments. — The estimate for next year is 
Rs. 9,40,000 against Rs. (1,80.000, the budget estimate for the current year. The 
budget total includes the following atnounts: — (r?) Rs. (>0,000 for the development 
of the Veterinary Institution, (li) Ais. 5,000 for an experimental farm at Cuttack, 
(c) Rs. 5,000 for cotton cultivation, {d) Rs. 50,000 for experiments in connec- 
tion with the cultivation of indigo, (c) Rs. 6,000 for Bengal Provincial 
Agricultural Association, (/) Rs. 8,000 for bull-rearing farms^^^) Rs. 15,000 
for the pay and establisliment of the Deputy Director of Agriculture, (>^) 
Ks. 25,000 for salary and allowances and establishment of the Registrar, 
Co-operative Oedit Societies, and (^) Rs. 40,000 for the enlargement of the 
Cinchona Factory. 

52. Superannuation. — The expenditure under this head shows a progres- 
sive enhancement owing to the increase in the claims to pensions, ^i lie estimate 
for next your is Rs. 28,15,000 against Rs. 26,57,005 and Rs. 27,04,000, 
the sanctioned and the revised estimates respectively for the current year 
and Rs. 25,84,376, the actuals of last year. 

53. Stationery and Prlntiny. — The ostimato of next year is Rs. 12,22,000 
against Rs. 13,83,000, the sanctioned estimate for the current year. The 
decrease is due to the imporialization of the Stationery Dej)artment of the 
Stationery Office at the Presidency and to smaller })rovision having been made 
for the purchase and supply of t^^pe- writers from the Central Stores. 

64. Miscellaneous. — The revised estimate for the current year is 
Rs. 3,44,000 against Rs. 2,72,000, the original budget estimate lor the 3 'ear. 
The increase is due to the grants to tlm District (3iuritable Society', to the 
Young Women’s Cliristian Association and to the Calcutta Orphanage for Hindus 
and also to larger expenditaro under Supplies and Services and Contingencies 
of circuit-houses. Tlie estimate for next year is Rs. 3,14,000 and includes 
Rs. 25,000 for charges in connection with the dej)utation of Mr. Savage on 
village chaukidari work, and Rs. 4,000 for the examination and ariaugement of 
Government records. 

' 55. Jrrtfjution — Major Tror/-.y — Under the catagor}" of Major Works are 
included the Orissa Canals, tlie Midnaporo Canal, the Ilijili Tidal Canal, 
and the Sone C"anals, the outlay for the construction and exteiisior of which has 
for the most part been advanced from the Imperial Treasury. The Provincial 
Government, which g-ets the receipts from the works, is responsible for their 
maintenance and for the payment of interest on the capital expenditure. The 
total grant for working expenses for next year is Rs. 11,04,090, against 
Rs. 11,74,000, the budget grant for the current year, and Rs. 10,17,041, Jthe 
actuals of last year. 

56. Irrigation — Minor Works in charge of the Public Works Department . — 
The estimate for next year is Rs. 20,04,000, against Rs. 13,81,0^00, the budget 
estimate for the current v'oar, and Rs. 17,62,188, the actuals of last year. The 
grant for expenditure on Capital Account has been raised from Rs. 1,72,000 
in the current year to Rs. 2,87,000 in next year, and provides Rs. 1,44,000 
for the canal between Dhappa and Bainunghatta, Rs. 50,000 for the Madaripur 
Bhil route, and Rs. 41,000 for thoDudhai Canal. The estimate also includes 
Ivs. 11,53,000 for agricultural and drainage works against Rs. 6,91,000, 
the sanctioned grant for the current year. The increase is mainly due to the 
provision of Rs. 3,75,000 as Government contribution in aid of the Magrahat 
Drainage Scheme. 
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57. Civil Works, — The estimate of expenditure in charge of the Public 
Works Department for next year has been placed at Us. 56,48,000, which is 
distributed thus : — 

Its. 


Original Works 
Kepairs 
Establish men t 
Tools and 


• •• 



31,2ij,000 
15,08,000 
• 0,77,800 
37,110 


Total 


r.0,48,000 


The allotment for original works iucludos the following grants: — 


Double Miinsifi at Basirhat 
Treble Mansifi at Narail* 

Hesidonces of Munsifs 

Ditto for Subdivisional Officers 
Fourth B^bok in Writers’ Buildings ... 

Installation of electric light and fans in Writers’ Buildings ... 
Extension of High Uourt buildings 
(ianja golah, Nuogong 

New l^residency Jail ••• ••• ••• 

Boalia Jail * ... ••• 

Borharapore an<l other Jail buildings 

New Dacca College .. ... -* ••• 

liavenshaw College, Cuttack 
Dow Hill Girls’ School 

Acquisition of land for extending tho Bothuue College 
compound 

Surgical ward, M?dical College ... ••• 

Nuises' quarters, ditto 

Ditto, acquisition of land ... 

Furniture and fittings for tho noW Pathological block, 
Medical College ... ... ••• ••• 

Constructing Patholo^cal block 
Oainpbell Hospital biuldings, reconstruction 

Ditto, remcAlelling the central block 

Paying-patients’ block in the Presidency General Hospital 
Paving the Medical C-olloge Hospital with marble 
Nurses’ quarters, Shumboo Nath i’andiCs Hosnital 
Komoval of Central Lunatic Asylum from Borhami>oro 
Ijoctnre-rOf)m and Museum, Medical bohool, Cuttack ... 

Improvements in Temple Medical School, Bankiporo 
Housing of officials in Calcutta ... ^ ... ••• 

Besidences for Government officials in mufassal 
Now High Level Tista Valley Koad 

, Total 


Ks. 

21,100 

d 1,400 

50.000 

34.800 

45.000 

23.000 
1,00,000 

2d,(>o0 

2,00,000 

20.000 
1,50,00(> 
2,27,500 

lcS,()00 

30.000 

87.000 
1,00,000 

75.000 
1,82,000 

36.000 

12.000 

51.000 

30.000 
2,00,000 

48.800 

20,300 

50.000 
• 21,200 

33.000 
1,00,000 
2,00,000 
2,00,000 


23,38,300 


58. Civil Works in charge of the Civil Department. — Tho estimato for 
next year is Rs. 25,82,000 .and includes the f(»llowing items : — Rs. 0,50,000 
for ffrants to Municipalities and Excluded Local Funds which are adjusted 
under this head ;.Rs. 4,02,000 ter tho construction of Police and Jail 
buildings in addition to tho provision in the i'ublic Works Department 
bucUret- Rs. 1,00,000 for a model college at Ranchi; Rs. 9,00,000 for tho 
tra^fer • of Jail and officers’ houses in Uowrah and officers’ quarters in 
Burdwan- Rs. 40,000 for improvements in the Howrah General Hospital and 
the Medical College Hospital; and Rs. 4,31,000 for revetting tho river bank in 
the Port of Chittagong and for the purc.hase of a dredger for uscj in that port. 

59 Contributions from Provincial to Local. — The original estimate f<*r 
the current year, amounting to Rs. 16,29,000, has been reduced tn Rs. 13,87,000 
in the revised estimate, as the provLion for unforeseen grants was not utilised 
to the extent anticipated in March 1904. The e.stimate fer next year is 
Rs 33,13,000 and includes | provision of 12^ lakhs, being the assignment 
sanctioned by the Government of India from tho Imjierial surplus for grants 
to District Boards for expenditure on Civil Works. 
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BENGAL rilOVINCIAL REVENUE, 

(Thp are in thousands of rupees, except for Actuals,) 


1 

j 


* 19<]4-1905. . j 

laos-iscfi. 


Artuftifi, 


1 


ilJiABH 1 

lUoa-iyoi. 







Reviie*d. 

1 

Bstimatr,* ^ 

w 

1 1 

- 1 

- 1 

4 j 

fi 

1 

Rk. 

Kh 

Kk. t 

Kt-. 

balance 

r)5,29,422 

1,27.99 

1,42,52 

1,24,86 

♦ 

Principal Heads of Uevenue — 





-r r 1 I. ( I’ropt'r 

1,97,10,510 

* 1,00,52 j 

1,00.40 

1,07.76 

I.-I-an.l ,Ivc>rc....o J AcliUHlmonU ... 

+ l,0;i,20,‘l01 

4-49,00 1 

-1-50,27 

-t- 80,25 

IV. — Stumps .. ■ 

l,48,7r,,o:io 

1 01 ,00 1 

1,04,00 

1,07,00 

V. — PjXcisc 

8147,972 

72,19 j 

^f,06 I 

75.91 

VI. — Provincial Itales ... ... 1 

5040,440 

50,25 1 

52,20 ! 

52,24 

VII. — Customs ... ... j 

2,58,237 

.. . 1 

1 


VIll — Assessed -Taxes ... 1 

24,72,007 

12,87 : 

12,50 j 

12,7 5 

JX— Forests ... ... ! 

5,22,702 

2 SK 1 

2,95 1 

2,00 

X.— Kegistration 

8,22,227 

17,Oli.j 

17,00 j 

«7.00 

'J'otal 

5,22,05,198 ! 

4.11,78 j 

4,18,28 ! 

4,02,11 

XII. — Iniercsi ... 

2,25 780 

i 

2,(»G 

2,12 

2,25 

i 

1 

Ufcei[)t‘' by Civil Department — 





. , , , ( Courts of Law 

8,08,224 

7,07 

8,07 

8,14 

XVI. — Law and dustice 1 

1 1,15,185 

12.00 

12.50 

14,00 

XVII.— Police 

1,81,0.28 

. 2,05 

1,80 

2,00 

XVJII. — Maniu' 

12,48,977 

12, SO 

12,70 

12,25 

XIX. — lOducalion 

7,08,701 

7,20 

7,05 

7,70 

XX— Medical .. 

2,20,227 

2,15 

2,27 

* 4,27 

X X 1 Bcientilie and other Minor Dcjiart- 





meUtii .. 

2,45,017 

2,07 

2,57 

2,57 

Total 

, 49,41,209 

1 4(5,04 

49,00 1 

52,02 

,\^ie(dlan«ou.s— 




• 

XXI 1. — Keeeiptsdn aid of Superannuation 

80,808 

87 

05 

1 

1 72 

XX] 11. — Stationery and I^nnting 

1,45.015 

1 141 

l.d(> j 

1 1.40 

XXV. — Mittccllancouh 

11,22,785 

1 0, 1 2 

9,30 1 

! 1 0,09 

Total 

12,0(5,268 

! 11,11 

,1 

' i 

1 11,11 

12,22 

Irrigation — 



1 ' ; 


XX IX, — Major Works (direct receipts) 

20,20,889 

18,77 

• 20j00 

20,00 

XXX. — Minor Works and Naviji^ation — 



• 


IJj* Public Works Department... 

5,75.240 

5,40 

6,99 

6,60 

Ijy Civil Departmeni 

1,27,828 

1,25 

1,47 

1,28 

Total 

27,23,957 

25.42 

2846 

27,78 

Buildings and Road*— 




t 

XXXn.— Civil Works— 


• 



By Public Works Department.. 

5,41,933 

2,00 

3.C7 

2,80 

By Civil Department 

2,49,736 

2,59 

2,40 

2,41 

Total 

7,91,669 

4,59 

5,97 

5.21 

Contributions 

65,951 

63 

68 

63 

Total RovenuA 

/IQ* O/'l 1 QO 

r> riA 

1 K 1 7 Oft 

5 04 33 
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BENGAL PROVINCIAL EXPENDITURE. 


(The figures are in thousands of rupees, except for Actuals.) 




l»04.ll»6. 

1 isos-ieoe. 

Hbadb. 

ActujtU. 

1905-1904. 

. 

Biidfret. 

Reviaod. 

1 


1 1 * 

s 

‘ 

1 

1 

direct demand on the revenues — 

• JL. Refunds and Drawbacks 

2. Assignments aud Compensations 

8. I<and Revenue 

6. Stamps 

7. Excise 

8. Provincial Rates 
,9, Customs •».. 

* 10. Assessed Taxes 

11. Forests 

12. Registration 

Rs. 

1,87.S33 
1,(15,710 
39,50,711 
5,54,999 
4,00,779 
89,290 
f), 77, 774 
92,339 
3.51,751 
4,80,183 

Rs. 

1,26 

1.70 
44,00 

3,90 

3,59 

1,04 

41 

l,9i; 

9.70 

Rs. 

1,24 

1.70 
42.4x'> 

3,50 

3,59 

80 

40 

1.71 
9,05 

li Rs. 

^ 1,35 
• 1,02 
47.22 
3,50 
3.7S 
92 

39 

1,91 

! 9,9(; 

• Total 

72,57.372 

07, 5G 

05,10 

70,05 

13. Interest on ordinary debt 

1,95,719 

2..3 

1,1)9 

2,22 

Post Office, Telegraph and Mint — 

15. Post Office 

C,055 





Salaries and expenses of the Civil Department — 

18. General Administration 

T IT** ( ('"oorts of Law ... 

19. IjSw and Justice < Jails 

20. Police 

21 Marine 

22. Education .. ... .. 

24. Medical ... ... ' 

25. Political .. ^ ... , 

26 Scientific and other Minor Dejtarl- 

merits ... ... ... - 

19,01.077 
90,48,518 
27,33,193 
• 05,71,035 
10,04,015 
34,41.832 
21.48/J71 
19,314 ' 

7,00,871 

18.50 

1 ,00,00 

20,80 

05.50 
17,10 
35,19 
23,00 i 

.f 1 

0,80 ' 

19,80 
98,50 
27,30 
67, (iO 
18,00 
35,02 1 
22,25 i 
19 i 

1 

7,01 ; 

1 9,02 

1 ,02,00 
28,20 
78,90 

1 J ,23 
47,52 
22,75 

22 

9,i0 

Total 

2,82,32,950 

2,93,18 

2,90,30 i 

3,19,24 

Miscellaneous— ' 

29. Superannuation, Ac .. ... ; 

30. Stationery and Printing I 

• 32. Miscellaneous 

i 

25.8l,v.70 : 
12.12,010 ' 
3. 13, (UK 

20,57 

13,83 

2,72 

i 

1 

27,01 i 
11,7(5 
3,4 1 i 

28,15 

J2,22 

3.1*1 

Total 

41,70.070 1 

43,12 

42,21 

43,51 

Railway Revenue Account - 

4(). Subsidised Company’s land 

1 

1 

5.31) I 

i 

.3 

4 


Irrigation — 

42. Major Works — 

Working Ex^ionses 

Interest on Debt , 

43. M:nor Work* and Navitjation — i 

Jlj i*ubhc Works iJeparti^cnt 

By Civil J.)cpartment ... 1 

10.17,041 

21,52,508 

17,02,188 

5,519 

11,71 

2 1,52 

13,81 

5 

10,20 

24,52 

18,15 

5.; 

1 1,04 
24,52 

20,04 
. 5 

Total 

52,37,3 10 

50.12 

52,1)2 

55,05 

Buildings and Ftoads— 

46. Civil Works — 

By •Public Works Dej^artment ... 
By Civil Department ... 

74.39 07 ; 
1,(*0,I 89 

49,70 

1 5,5o 

59,39 
2,85 ' 

50,48 

25,82 

Total 

70,05,202 

05,20 

02,24 

82,30 

Contributions ... ; 

19,80,545 

]5J>9 

43,87 

33,13 

Total Expenditure ... j 

5,40,90,030 

5,.3G,97 

5/14,70 1 

0,00,70 

Closing balance ... ... j 

1,42,52,918 : 

1,05,45 

1,24,80 

82,49 

Grand Total ... i 

1- 

0,89,49,551 , 

6.42.4*2 ; 

0,59.02 

0,89,19 


»fo1 




.In. i ^ \ 




k7 


— 51 *> K± 
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APPENDIX A. 


[25Tn March, 


Bengal Provincial BeccipU^ in detail^ of minor heads. 

[Thr fij^ircs Hi rolnmns 4 and 5 arc those* accepted by the Government of India.] 

Tho romarkn in ooluniii <3xc(*{>t wliou otherwise speeuilly explained, refer to differences 

iofwoi^’i ooluniiiH *’> and 5 

7.— Lrntd li(Vi nni - — • 


I'.tO’ -I'HtC 

SiidK* <• 


Hfmxkkh. 


JiUiid R(*vi-nu(‘ 


|)(-(liirt \2 poi reril. on iok Ironi (.<nim)n( 

nstiitoH { I’l dviii' ml I 

I>«<duiM rc< u\ «•» n H nl Cihai lorl H:ii k *■! /UliK' sui • ^ 
iiiitl Si'1 lliMiin n t chill > f I iiii'i ( I 1 1 * 

'1 1 >i }| 1 ilril in t II ii 

il,l. ImIwc.mi linjii'iJil lunl l‘i 


rsnl liinOiinl (l»vi*.lt-li 
Vllll lul 

f*nn ini'iiil shun f*t Hh<c 
Aild (Il l I 1 hi on I 
t hiiitns 


■ • (oni' loni t)i ) 

111 led Hills III nil < < 


iCu 

i, I'l.h {.IXlh ' 


( ,11(111 
. ,n"<> 


I SU I 

I 


1 h.i.Ti ,Oii<> 

1 kl*hO 


Thi' rf>\ iHi (1 CHtunutf’ m linsnd 
on th< n< tinili. nl 1- mcnthH 
niuiiiiK Miih Vnhruu y 
Ihi diTin isc i-i «m|)u I fil with 
the stiiii I i.in«-ii I'stjhuiTf IS 
H I t r 1 1 >n I ut> u- to thi (lainii^i' 
■ 

in the in 
fill lhiir> ihOi, i«i dm (onxnncin 
lurifnl rollr-rtii.m on Mci-ouiit 
ol dnnuind, and to luiifci ihcd 
M' liis on uii'ounl of siirviy 
I ilUlKO 


<‘m<H d to the f’lops b.s frosty 
1 In- iiu 11 usn in t in- lUldKC? 


Hi iiu r 

N O’ t h I i{ huuriil jiur 

i'ni ni u 

f’li iiii \ii>ipiir — 

ICu in h 1 

1 imi ci n ih iiicui - 
Hii' Ki t i^utiK'' 
Sontiittl I'tdKanas 

I 'J'otii' 


Rs 


1 ,r,n,(i(»n 


2,yh,rid*t 

7(1,00(1 


count ot ml (It dll 


shou n 1.. i..u 
i iin lul slmrc 


I. '0,11, (too i 


yi (ijuntnn n/s — 


KiTcd contiiOntton to Inijiciiul R* mmiiick utn.i t tJic 

J' lnunciiil Set I Icnicii ! i 11,1 '.(Uic 

A tid pu V in I U t o 1 ni I PCI I 1 1 - ( 

l‘’oi 1 I HiDsli r ol I lni" Soul li litisii 1 1 \il in i n isi i i | 1 

iiitn to \ssuni I :i,7ri,'’0is‘ 

For tiiinsfci of III,' I (Oil mil nnd Ait Sic'ion of 1 ' 

Indhin M iiscnni . ! I0,(ihh' 

Foi iiiinsiti ic Sijii isi I ' 11.1 I Ip |)iii 1 iin n 1 «pf i hi ' j 

ili'm-'iil s, ptpliiiMi to tilt Olhi o o( the, 

1 'I 1 ( l I vO -t O'llCI 1 ol Si. 111. lit' . 1 |.,01c| 

('oiii I t'lis 1 1 ion lo (he \s.%.inp A <1 inin isl ml ii.fi | 

Oh ucptiini ol 1 h< It, til utiof in luiu .1 o j 

In oint lu\ lioni (Ik A».tciiii fteni-'ul RiiI\mi\ I ( nil 

1 'oiii pt ns 1 1 loll 1 p ■ i'll I I n 1 1 111 1 t e\ 111 . I s \.l 

iiiin n 1 1 II p 1 . in ell in I ' ti n I ol I hi 1 1 ,i 1 1 v • 1 1 .n in 
Reil^ p. pp) tie OIIII Icil lion, tin Hi in nl-NieCimi 


Hi. I 
\il lusi lilt nt 

til |)til 1 1 e Ki 
into t he t o 
All tii-i 


1 ill. 


M I 


I I oik inhu I 


M Ilk 1*1 1 1 " 


to 

'on t M I'll 1 > 

VN llll I le 
.SlluMlIt I 
1 1. p II in 
'onl I itni I I. 
Si , 1 ip .n . 1 


< ICii I l\ iiinio ( oil' 

III I’lO' l-.i 

.lei ,| ;hi 


•I I 


i:.. 


I mil imne. 

I t.) 


A1 1 


. I 


11 in -.'e I ol t he .'S| mn p itinl 
Total 


1 I 


1.20 

l.s.i. 


The i'»*\i-v(o estimfttr m 
pM»M nT^ ( liarifp m lot nitin 
*'>(«' iiipinllis vnilv Horn tut Jul^ 

' fUt. thi date i.f tiiinstei (rotu 

J‘io\ Uieiul to 1 mperial. 


1 t 




■ . I e. . il n... ks ol ’ 
O': . . 1 • I 1 lol'i ii’Wi ' 
ini,. • I ha knlai : 

1 i.e s ii, pi .), e, ds 

•I 

\ p. nd linn timlei 


< p 111 . .tin 1 li’II t I . n ' 
p .«•( ot Chir ; -iK p. 

A '.swrne.ieiit 1. t J ■ ' 

IHl tt> P'tl » T1 ' » 

1 1 . »s T tr.'j-- i 

!>il t I » I - il", 


tin 

■M. 1 


"K.n of 
It .pf The 

, (,,1 ,t ic 

f .''n". 


in, 


1 . in,’ 
conn 


\n! i.^iut 1 . s 

.Client ot iho 


' I h I • I, , H .nt ds 
iii-i; I louiion ot notion 


IhtLi* for I P!Vi'i».tt\ I iiiu.it uin 


27, t ‘M 
. . 2 It 
III, lie p,'(V 
: o'. ri '0 


1 ,21 , S7.r,Aii A'.i.uU tihO 


r. hoo 

l.’7.tsai . 


..fKKi 1 
SiHIII I 


7^,lllKI 1 

l.'d.OOo j 

1 

12,t>(',000 

j 

le.tKt.taiti 1 

i 

12.M',0{K> 1 

T {'f-O 1 


2,1.)U,l'dh , 


52.07,i>t*O 

ss 05.CHk) 1 
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I V. — Stamps — 


Hbaus. 


! ir»r4 I 

j Aituul* R<'\ist*,l. ' Htidicrt. 


Sfilf* of Kfunijjii 


J)p of I 'Oil rt -foe Kt 4 un|Mt 


r»(.' (if j-lmn P 8 |MT 1(1 1>e iipcd ^ ,th louit-fce t-taiiipf. 
oil uiipreshing itix utuont •> 


Fiin'n MHI pormUiea 
>1 i‘V'ella(UH>ut( 


Rn 

: I, 


Rv 


i (..(», 1 1 <-> 


; J’li. .i.'crow'-e in f Ji-' Tr\ lh«'d «‘K» I 

iiitii< iv ilii*' (Ti lls fii ‘iMiallt'i 
l I (*• )}•* ^ flolll NlklUt ’dtiUipx 

iti'i 1 1. . k» .!( I III st’iinpN 

I 1 (i.O 'o I h- »:, ( III' ix 

, (lUc h. iiihf .{ II I )>>u (1 iurui't 

, n> -iilx I t I MiitM 111 1 )u' (^is l) 

' mm R. u- I'Miuls 

ooii 

' <«t > Till li.ii.riKi rt'X IKeil 

I 1 ihi- ii- >-|iri ml I fci'ipti* 
in ( ■ I li ti n II I'll iii i'diMit (if 

! ■■ il.ifs .III . mli.'v V ^ (i|ii'- iMlIH 

' H*i I ■) 1 I 1 1 ,(l CliiM II I ■ vt II III in' 

Ill‘<( •' (ili'i Kli 111 •-( tIUpi'ii IM 
IIIsliM.i il)[i\ Si. I", (1(^1 (Idl'I. 


till 1 IIU' 1 >i t 


.ill cii lilil II 

1 !>* linn It i'i 


Vriiviiiom I uhiire 




I .IccniK' fiTHi il ml iDi'i 
llMiiors flini iln k**- 
Hpi • Is'ti 1 iinnr K 

frldi'iTi-iiinili lupuirs 1 x( |. 

('iiiinli' Miirits — 

T)isl lUel \ 

On I si ills 

Mill lit '1(1 flui V 

M 1 ‘I ' 1 liiniti nin , 

'I ixicly res eiUK 
< »)•' •nil mill 1 1 s I'l » pnnil ion 
Ollier diii|.-s, spm.u, liliaiiK. Vi 


Jillfl ll Ul |e> f, t 


■•Cl 111 






Vdllll on 8Il1e-pKi< ceils of , opni M 




l.l> I) lln lu.'t iffinitil nilh leiiienci 

I o )U .(fi (‘MSI V| liil'l . use o' 

ie\ . niii 


f'ldN I Hi I’ in in 

Kintf- ( o/ilisi liliojis 'Ui 1 nuM I lliuie. ns 


I s,(Mi,n(Wi 
. 40 , 0111 ' 


( 'rus ir.f'K. I s n.'\! e 


(.RAM. loTxi 1 , I .,...0 i.n: 1.7 ; r,.., (loo The fs ,S,>,| e«l,ni..ti n- kiuHe.l 

On 1 (*n ni'inlhs’ iietiiulk 

. ‘‘1 17. ''7 ’ 7.11 iK.n 7 , oiy.nnn I’.i.Ol.oon , 


vr,~ lpror}iirnii 


P nhln \oi Ks 


ts.s I/; 1 , J 


I h< ri \ isrri 
I I 1 I I HI o( 

1 III it Mill i.rtd 
sev I ml (1i. . 
I .S lo l.Of I- , 

I ■ ’ll r 'I h. 

oi IHOi/teMf 
I - o I < e* j,re 
' ' it in I'lOl 


n\ mi.*' for Uo n m.-K' if i ’ < f p’ ‘ oo < ' il - 


I'.l.ii’ It. 
( t U u I (J M 


' !o hinl^c! I flue 

r.t.i>ij,l '(, , (.' I lo 

I, lit l>v 1 Ik fjfuii I 


it> ' ISI <1 Ifliserl ., 1 , II,, ucluuU 

' ' f »hf Mrs; t, I, rooi.ii.^ 

iW i4 1 . 


VII —^'ijgfninh 


>s(*a Ciiutonif. ISfu’t llMre ■. m 
M ur* house HD tl Vkfriji-ieni 
peon for rtr^ist riltioli of turf^e i.('ji(a 
Other Item 8 




Tin rcfei’ts Utid f liarK' • of 
, the I oinlornH IhpuTtiTieu’ 
I hitsi Iji-* n J 171 fM'T ill land on lee 
j tie i*ro\ mclui s«iii«- 
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V 111^ — Assessed Taxes- 


1 

1 

i9(rd-i»<»4. 

1904-1906. 

1905-1906. 1 


Heaps. 

1 Aeiuala. | 


1 Budgeot. j 


1 

1 ^ 

_:\_J 

6 1 

1 

6 


hy (if>v**riin»'nt from BalaneH nnd pen- 

tiniiM hv fiovernm»*nt from infcere^ on Govfrn- 
mpni i*!8 . , , , , 

J>**(lnfnfinH from KulartoB, Ac., paid >».v loral autho- 
rit\ or . oinpHry 

I>ortortion8 frciiii protimof Itallway CoinnaniwR 
liK-onie-t^^uu hfcurltioM of local autbont^' or com 


rv^mlt 


»mnv 

Orilmarv TOilectlona .. 

IViiaJlicH 
MiRcclIaoeouH 


.■ I 


F#iivinciiil ‘iharo 


IX . . — Forests— 


i —Timber and <tflior pro<lucc romovod fi'om tbr 
foro«itH by Govornmeiit agency 

j|__Tinib<>r and other proiliicc romovr^d fromthc 
forealN by conaiiinerB or purclmBorH 


1 11.-^ Drift anS waif-wood and confiscated forest 

prtMince ' ... .. ••• 

V.— MiHCAsllanoouB .. ... 


Rs. ! 

Rs. 

Its. 

R«. 

4,62,169 

4.66,0(K» 

4,62,000 

4.94,000, 

20.506 

17,000 

18.000 

20,000 

62,679 
:t.24»f ' 

1 

4H,000 

4,oOi< 

.Vl.OOO 

62.r*O0 

4,000 

1 82 ,ati 0 ' 

42,84.016 1 
[ 1S.J77 ' 

1 i2,a't2 j 

j 

8a,(»<Kl 

46.0».OO0 

lO.IMMl 

11,1*00 

{►0,000 

43.60,000 

10,0110 

lO.OOo 

90.000 
41,00,000 

18.000 
12,000 

49,46.816 j 

61,60,000 ! 

1 

60.00.000 1 

1 

51,(M),00O 

1 

1 

1 

24.72.tK)7 ; 

i 

12,87,000 i 

1 

! 

1 

1 12,60.000 

12.75,000 


The revised eslimatc in bn*eo 
on ten inontha' a^’toaln. 

ItudKct provides ftir an 

increase of Rs. l.no,(H>0 over 
the^uvitiml eatiuiate. 


I'roTincial share 


X. — Fogisiratwn — 


Pees for reKistorlnK docuinenis 


Ke«<a for copies of rcftisteiod tlocnments 
Mis«^ellaueouH 


I'lovincial share 


1 

i 1,72,614 

2,6.3.000 

2,36.000 

2,40,000 j 

8.445.7 051 

! R,38.30tl 

8.87,000 

1 

IM 1.000 ' 

8.163 

38.047 

s.oot* 

4i»,7(Mi 

6,000 

62;0(.H» 

6,000 

43,00t» 

1 

10,66,62:5 

1 1,60,000 

1 J.KO.OOO 

12,00.<K10 i 

6,:j2,7r>2 

i 

2.88,0<H) 

y.oG.oot) 

.3 00, (MM) 

j 16.6.5,61 <* 

1(5,20,000 

I 15,86,000 

i ' 

I5.8r.,000 

1 

! 37.806 

' 62.017 

' 

30,000 

r>o,(«Ki 

1 

, 42.000 

[ TS.t'tSi 

42.(H)fi 

7 .,0(*u 

1 lC.6i;,463 

3 7,00.000 

j 17,00,(H»0 

17,00.0(S> 

j 8,33,227 

i 

17,00,000 

i 

1 I7.00.00u 

1 i 

j 1 

! i 

IT.OU.OOi) 


The decrease in revised i* 
due to siiuiller receipts funn 
1 Miiber 111 ituxa. 

The increase in the n'Viscd ir 
for i xpi cteil l:ir«er sales in 
Darjeelimr, Kui>s*onK, Buxu 
and SiohtitilHini. Tha esti 
mate is based on cxpJPtation 
of Local oflicerB 


in the icvised is 
a M'liimi of 
prei loiis >enr s pHytiunts bv 
ItHja of ilill TifijsTH to 
('hiltaitoUK Division and 
tile sale of woin-out steam 
entiei in the Simdui bsns 
Divuion. 


Tbe increase 
euused by 


tl 


of -the first ten luoutbs ot 
the cur rent year 


A' I [. — Interest- 


7 —Inten si on advances to cultivators— 

( UI0M /. ^.IvHiices to ciiltivutoTH under Land 

t niproveinent Loans Act ... 



juivanecs undet SjH'cial 


cub ill ISt 
//—Interest « 

1 oans— 

On ilrainafce *»tid 


iMubatikmenl ad- 


/// - tnter'-st on loans to laiidholders, Sc 
Yi' t.oV^st on U>«ii to 

orpoiafious texoludmK PniBl- 


publlO 


i orpoiroitiiit' 

(\>1 poiations) 


lntcr<*st on Cox eminent securities 

on the capital cost of IDs 
Honour the l.ieuU'nant-(lo\emor s 

on rtaunndarl embankment 
epveries. Ac. . . 

, Other itouis ... 

Total MlscollsntKius 


18.3.37 

15,020 

) 

j 66,000 

49,000 , 

fl2,i>00 

68,078 

,3.726 

63.000 

2.0O0 

M.OOO 

2.t>00 

iV.,00fi 

l.iK'O 

l,<50,r>03 

3,96.000 

1,47,000 

3 ,t8 UlX> 

12..3S.3 

12,000 

1 12,000 

lidHHl 

! 40,934 j 

1 40,000 

j 40,000 

4').'KKl 

i 1 

1 1,282 1 

1 

' 1.000 ! 

1 1.500 

1,200 

j %84 1 

4.534 1 

1 . 1.600 i 

1 6.600 i 

1 l.tHlO 

1 4,5-0 _ 

i,sn<3 

4.51H.I 

47,734 j 

1 48,0lHl 

1 

j 47,000 

47,000 


1 Revised based on the ont- 
staudinf mean balances 
y The H'.tiViitte is based iB the- 
umount i'f inierest dm- next 
\e«r oh Die existiiiw loan» 
and on the protmble amount 
« 1 »»d lames eftiniatijd to t ♦' 
J inadi- in I bat year. 


Based on actuals. 
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^VJ^*—Laic and Justice — Courts of La 


Hsads. 


1 


Rftle-prooeodK of unolaimed and e«ch<*attHl proi»<*ri\ 
C’'>urt-fe**a tvali!i«-^d In caah 


Qeueral tees, lines and forfeitures 


Plaadership oiammation fees 
111 n* ftllaneouH fe**** and tines 
UisuellaniHius ... 


Total 


1903.1904. 




Actuals. 


Sanetfoned 

estiiuato. 


Revised. 


1905.1908. 

Budget. 


RjIMAKKa. 


K« 

Sff.Odl 

42.1*92 


8 


Rb. 
3tt t‘«i> 

4o,ooo 


4 6 


Rh. 

SO.IUM) 

40,090 


lU. 

87.000 

45.000 




6 


K>t (mates follow the actuals 
t'f i90d.ijH>4 and J>t vised 
estimate fur liX>4*1905. 


6,73.502 


St S59 

lo.oei 


S,0M,2114 


«.70.0<K> 


«,C\000 


85.000 

l.OOo 

15.iH)o 


86.000 

l.OOO 

88,000 


7,97,lH>0 h,O7,0OO 


The decrease m re\ ised is dua 
to anialler teceipts in tba 
iiiKli t'ourt and Irom Alag^ 
terial hues 

ifl' 


8.14.000 Itevisetl t« based on the actual* 
I of tht< drst U'D months of 
i»u4-.yo8. 


0,73,000 


35.0(H> 1 
1.000 / 
88.000 




Jails 

Jail manufsAluros 


Total 


10.087 

1.8.96.3i»h 

20.000 

II.SO.OIM) 

1 

80.000 

13,80,090 

*0.000 

13.80.000 

14.15,485 



' ia.(K»,ooo 

13,50,000 

! 14,00.000 


Innenseln tho budget Is for 
, i«i{>ected demands fiom tlw* 
('onmiiMsanat DHpartmeni 
in 1905 ItXXl 

Hevised is based on the actuals 
of the first ten rnonlhs of 
the year. 


XVlL-^Pohce— 


1 

PoIk'c hiipplii'd to Mvmicipul, Cantonment and Tewm 
Funds . . .... 

Police supf>!iod to I'uldx Depart mcnlH, private 

companich and persoub, and I’unllnc i’olioo 

8,616 

1 

42.452 

10,000 

70.(8>0 

9.(8)0 

38,000 

10,000 

5U,U0() 

Preaidoncy Police 

1,(81,579 

90.000 

1,06,000 

i 

J,O6,(X>0 

Recover itw on account of village police .. . I 

Fees, flues and foi fcilurcs 

Cash receipts under the Arms A c-t ... 1 

MiscelianAous ... »*. - 

1.832 

•Zl.'.VK' 

.'to 

H..3t7 

n.oou 1 
20,000 j 

1U,(8K> 1 

1,000 

»4,U0U 

H.OfK) 

1.00l» 

14,000 

8,000 

Total 

1,84.0.38 

2,0(>,000 1 

1 . 80,000 1 

S.OO.OOO 


The decrease in the reviseil is 
due l<» smaller recivverias on 
aciviuut of punitive polirsi 
and nuhce suppluaJ to Rail- 
way Companies. 

The ini n-ase In tho revistsi is 
fni larger receipts on Micoiinl 
of fees, lines and forfeitures. 


Revised leased on the Arst tss 
months' actuals. 


X VIII.—Marive— 


Sale-prooeeds of vessels and storus 

3.872 

1 

j 2,000 

1 I 8 . 0 <i 0 

j Thsestimate includes FCs. lO.tiOO 
fut exper;ied sale pruisa'da of 




1 

I 

pilot veesel Burauti which 
will 1 >« repUued by tho new 
▼evsol l^attr. 

Jgagistration and other fees 

71,212 

1 67 ,'hiO 

' 76,000 

1 76,000 

1 

j 

rCJaicutta • 

11 . 77,300 

1 11 , 1 U.<M >0 

11 , 02.000 

1 11 . 80,000 

Hstimate based on tlic average 


1 

j 


1 aitnals of the pa^t three 

Pilotage receipts < 



1 


[ yeara 

C Chittagong and Balasore 

19,225 

17,500 

2 O, 0 Ot| 

10.. 500 ' 


ijoad-money for Volunteeis 

12,701 

14 ,<HiO 

13,000 

14.000 


Total Pilotage licccipis 

1 12 .«J ,233 

11 . 41 ,. 50 <) 

1 12 , 26,000 

ii.o;i, 40 o 1 


M iaoellaneons— 

Deductions for meaa-money •; 

12 . 7 tV 4 

18,500 

12 .HOO 

12 , 80 !. ! 


Oootribution to Inle-boat eatablishmcnt, Gr^aiundo 
Marine Survey ... ... 

255 

30 . 32.3 

0 . 7 Of' 

^,345 

3.568 

200 

38 , 5 o(j 

200 

, 30,000 

too ! 

88,000 j 

) Estimates besed on the 

Oreriiine fees ... • 

Mtsoelluneons receipts of the Shipping oUicc 
*Other Items .. 

Pees for wrtifleatea of inland vessels under Act 

1 18 , 30 J 

1 1 

18,000 

- 1 

17 00 j 

> aviirage actual of tne past 
y three yeara. 

288 

VI of 1884 ... 

) 


j 


Total MiscelLmeous 

05,261 

6 .*,r^K) 

; « 7 ,ooc 

fiH.OOO 

• 

GKAVP 'fOTAI, 

13 , 48,977 



18 , 25,000 

Revised baaed on lue Arsi 

I 

12 , 80,000 j 

1 13 . 70,000 


ten nuontoB’ ar ’.oa « 
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X /X . — Educatio n — 


Actuals. 


Kaiu'tioncd 


I R 4 !Vis«-tl. 


liud^ct. 


Uovcirmueiit Culleges . 


fdcnerul 


I 


(Jovcriiincnt Hchor.lh 


(. l^rc.fcHHional 
5 *• KnH'ral 
‘ \ Kpt5( lal 

Cctili lOMN from ISutivo Sluu-a, privatt’ 
M ti<l Munu ipalit icM 
IiHoim ft oiri onduwiuouth 
Mim< cllamioiiH .. 



3 


= i 

Kh. 

Hs. 

lu. 

Us. 1 

a.iT.'itni 

2,60, oOO 

2,03.000 

2,39,000 1 

r.4,74‘* 

; 6.7,000 

64.000 

1 .'■.6.0(Hi I 

3,.3<'..3-Sf. 

3,37.000 

3.7.'.,<K.o 

1 3.4H.SOO 1 

12.70*. 

I2.'i00 

1 16. Olio 

1 1.4,000 ; 

h.‘»02 

10. (Milt 

! 17.0eo i 

i J'.'toti j 

4.o'*0 

, 2.000 

1 1,000 

^ 2.200 

.'1,1 17 

r.w.ooo 

i 40,000 

1 l,02i700 j 


(ill** t^) Muallcr ft'c rci'tcrils in 
ArtK CoIifKes. The chtItuaU- 
ih tiufci'd on average actuttlfc of 
la*: three years. 


The dRcre*Ne tn the ro\i4i*d la 
fill smaller sshi procetMls of 
ttrlieles manut.K'tiireil at the 
Itew Tmut< >rv Scliooln Usti- 
mate lilt Uides Its. .'7,OoO 
to he leahheil on aiemintof 
rent of lioiiTiliiig houses for 
htudents in (’aleutfa. 

Revised haseif on ui tuikln of , 
first ten moriilis of I'.iO-t- 
iht-r* 


XX. — Medieal- 


Medienl heliool and f.'olh'ge lef^R 

Hospital i|>l* (reec ipts fium pu\ iiiK patnuits) 

Liinalu \h\luni receipts ... 

Moilieines tiold i>v Civil Surgeons 

(^onti iluit lotiH (iioin Muuh ipalit les and piuate 
(M'rMOIlH) 


MiseollaneouB 


f.c tic ! 

l.tHi.VC.. ; 
17.17.. 


l'..,()oo \ 
Ih.udti I 


6.1. < MX) ! 
l,T.l,i'o(i 1 
20,000 , 


4C,no(! [ 


llstimute mrlmles contribution 
t 't «ts 2 00.000 1 1 om I lie 

I < aliutfi llo'.pHal i'oil Ituoi 
Kunif to till' J'residemv 
t^eurral llo^IJitui. 


1te\ ised iiased on Itie firKt ten 
mom hs a< > nuls 


XX/. — Scunfifir and (dher 


JMinor Dtfxn'tmrnfs- 


Hetameal and otlier pnbln garden i et'inpt s ... ' 

Vt<U'rinuiV and stallion n'ceipto 

3.b-.0 ' 

Hi "<s, 1 

3.3»M. 

1 1,000 

3,000 

22,0u(i 

j Pi.OtMt 


iMneliona t»lniitalien 

Receitu H on lo'eonnt of ex ptM'imenlitl cultivation . 

KiiUKI at UMi tees 

F xaii.inat ion tv'cs . . 1 

Misiw'llaneuus . ... .. i 

1,00,930 i 
.M j 

520' 



2,16,001' 
300 
30 t.t»0 

2,00,000 

’ 21,0t»o 

1 (.,000 

, 2,02.000 

! yuii 

i 31.000 

1 1,300 

The decrtHise in the revised t« 
due to smaller sao s o' 

( lu( honu ah aloitls 

1 

Total j 

i 

1 

2. t6,0l'. ^ 

1 i 

2,07,0* 0 

j 2. 67,0* Ml 

j 2...7,0*M* 

i 

[ Rev ist'd based on tbi* Orst tcf. 

; inenit's aetuab I.slmatv 

1 based on t tie av emge ai t uuiu 

1 of pust'ihrt't y e'irs ' 


XXII, — Ji^ccijdfi m aid of Supora n iivatton — 


Kainilv Muhsei ijd lens of Pvalive members of tin' 
CovenauU'd <’i\il S«tv u-e 

('apit nliNisI value of ^'ensions of Coeal K und S«>r\ants 
t out rihiif ions of oflu-eis lent to M umeipnbties oi 
< Hirporat ions 

( 'onii ibi.f ions of oflieers lent t o loreign serv rei' 
CeiiirdMitions of persons eioployeii l>y theCeuitof 
WaidM 

Deiluet ion* foi Marine ronsion hund 

Reiund of vJratnitu'.s I 

Total ... i 

I 

i 


lot. I 

n.ivd 
'W:>.o.T.* I 

12 , 12 *. ' 

12,101. i 


SO.Sfis 


o.fHiO 


3,000 


20.000 I ) 
•fi.ooo I !. 

13.000 {; 

o.ooo 1 


hO.tHKl 

il‘.(Hh» 


tvo.ooo 

10,t\H) 


7.3,00(1 


Kstnnat© bast'd on past ar- 
t uiils 

Fstimatt' bused on Tiie 
Bveiage actual* cf past three 
.veai s. 

Revised b««nl on fust ten 
munlhs, aetiiais. 


XXIII . — Statjonert/ and Printing — 


fftationi'ry receipts 

1,960 

2,000 

2,000 

* 

The Riafionerv Depart nwnt 




02,000 


has been mi per milled with 
efliHd from July :&04, and 
the receipts aie now lueludde 
in the ludm eMlimaU';). 

Sales ot 0»»«'tt«vs and other publications 

f»’.,R06 

i lit.tipl' 

30.470 

Othdt Frew receipts ... 

i 

i 

i 

4^1.041 : 

1 

j -16,00*1 

62,000 

40,5:40 

1 ' 

1 i 

Tho IncreaNP in the re"ised is 
due to larger meeipts undijr 
value ef printing woi k done 

1 for Secretariat Trtws and 
[ mbeeiianeviufl. 

Total 

j 

1,45.616 

. 1.41,000 

1 1,4C,(M)0 

1 

1 1.4o,0ii0 

’ ReTtHcd baaerl on actuals of 
i ten monthly 
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UDclaimed dfi^ositn 


Trpa*iir»^tT ovt* 

SjiU-prot'iWs of l)urf>fti pnw<'ntH 

S»lo of old storoh and uiatf>nals 
Rul« »d lands and liouat*H, >'t< . 

Fot's ' <.^nvormii*'nt ainiits (\>f M unu'i}>ul iind Li 
cludod Local Lunds) 


Rents 

Miiwellanooiui fet>s, linos*, and forfeit un-s 


Oontribulions 


Misrollaneons — 

Ltxis an<l hues of Keveii'ie ( 'oni f s 
U»'('oVi-u«*s ('f Law oli itk'-n nth 
pmi|i(‘r suits 

R-(TH)tH of t he sleunit r fvii/// in// ni (luttiiKoim 
V’ul lie ul m 1 1 hi'utal H n I (.tons i <• t ui r <‘d 
SiiiidM rets ipts ('’iri'iiil-hoiiv* 

3 d isi'o.hllieoiis reroipts ov .otount 
Works Cfss uruli*r Act IX o' i ssp ^ |> ( » 

31 iscell.vneous iceoipls tin in i oiinl td o< 
Rl.iluiucmciil o1 Wind Ksiai<s 
Sale.pi oi . « (Is ol li ee , on i > h lands 
lS>uie of I lepliants 
* tlior 111 luh 

Total AliscoUiinM 


than tht'sc iii 


1 L 1 1 h 1 n 
i cr iiMient 


XXIX. — Ma/v) Workn — [Ihmrt lira! 


Orjssa Canals 


A1 idnapore < ari.i I 
III |ili 1 idaf Canal 
bont‘ Canals 


XXX.—lhnor ]V oi i Dir. at Ji 

I B C U Alto h III I It 1. I’l U I I ( ot^Ii. K 1 > I’ I’A 1. I ML N I 
(lii'K«Hon and Na'ijratiori oj Ks ) 

Works fot w hn h Cafiitiil and ill \cnue aiionut 


kept 


Orissa ('oast f'apul 
Sat 'Ui Canals 

Cak'uUuaud husfem l.uuals 


■Works for wli i h onlv Retetme accounts a 
Nadi I Rivi rs 
Gatkbuttii and JkiiHt 


Total 
not R< ^ 


Works for winch neither Capital 
•ccoutUB are kepi - 
Kdt n (’'inal ... 

Tout Canal 


Total Irrifcation and Naviprution W orks 
A<?i icnlturul Works 

arks for which nejlhor Cajntal m r lli*V( n 
ccountsari* ki-pt — 

Government rniliankmenf s 

Takav i cmbankiueuis under i "ut ract 

Total Akra ultural Wotki 

Tot*l ID charge of the Publn- Works Department 

iH CHAKOK OP TUB ClVIB DK PA ET MB .S f . 

Recoveries on account of lands benefiK'd hv v 
iMinkment* 

* wcovene* iin account of capifali/Asl'mn.nittiaT] 
charges of Iho ll{i;apur drainage s., st ein 

Total in chargo of tba Civil Department 
Gkabti Tot kl 


IDOiT-ltKU j 

j i;»06.i90d j 

Ai fuals 1 

Sain't i’'Ucii 

ei»t iimite. 

Kevisod. 1 

Budget. ' 


3 

4 1 

* f 

Us 

its. 

Ks j 

Its. 


n.I..O<'U 

I 

d.lh'.dO'd , 

r*.!! ' IKXI 

! 

:57n 

... 1 

7 na<i ^ 

1 

♦.COO 

) 

.’M-OO 


ir* OOo ^ 

I -I imh> ; 

1 '.,0(1(1 

(--) ■ 1 I n 

' 



do. 07 4 

i>.eoO 

: i 

47. ('('(/ 1 

j 

o's.nO'* 


i 1 

1 t 

1 t\H DiK) 

1 

'Jtl.ni'o 

I'T.d' 1 

1 ."IA» 

i 

CO 

..a.Ciis 

fk'i.Ol'h ' 

1 

;ii.oo') 1 

3(1. One 

(-) >0 

7.*t.vn(> 

1 

d 

To.i’i '> 

iu.:ti 1 


i 

i ld.(*0(» ' 

1 s l.< 

, k.ooo 

i 

1 «• <MM> 

ICnsfl 

’,(MV 

1 

[ nOO 1 


6l'li 

y i.c .(mmi , 

600 1 

lo 


I 1 

1 


Pt 


1 : 



-e.MO 

1 

c.OiT' 


' 4< '1 

’ 

1 .',s,( oo 1 

I TS.,!, ’ll 

l.C.l,' '(• 

1,(, Od 1 

I.c 

11.:: i.Ts: 

•1,1., oun 

;'..id,(idii 

lo.";* (/CO 

7 //aj — 





t. "3, 0.10 

l, l 1.0(10^ 

1. 1 . 0(1(1 

i _■ ‘'e.;u , 

1 t . f 

1 J . d 

1 1.' , <'"ii 

J id. uni 

, i.'.'i; 'Hid 

i 

l.'i , one 

i:i 1 /, 0.1(1 

1." , ooc 

i:$. .o’ooo 1 

V, 

. S.'/ , .dCli 

'.•n Od.iico 


>/«). 

- 

1 j 

— 

lit, .7'. 


( 

.•Jt.OdO ' 

.‘i ; (ifin 1 

) »/7 1 

1 

fiiid ; 

...l(l ' 

, uj 

.'.s.i.lKHt 

i 

1 

1 

j 

l, M,( 00 1 

! 

I 

l ! , 1 

1,1 s.'iio 

fi.'ii, .■»(( 1 

i.VM- : 

s- r.i," 

1 n 

'H ^ ( h fl 1 

n ..OdO 


1. .dO 


1 ;.d(i j 


Hi,.:.' n 


X 1.70(1 I 

.lu.t’'* i 

'"V-I 

■fii s/»n 

an i%i.d I 

]S7 

I’l.d., 

.i'-d , 

and 1 

;ii oio ao.on-i 

,11. non ' 

1 


'i/dH,. 

d 7 '.Odd 

0, ,>,(>' 0 ^ 

1 

. .(..OTr 

1 

I'l.fUt'i ; 

f( h 1 

1 .7 .i-'i 

i.n'id 

. iK.'i j 


rh‘.j7' 

1 ;,oi ■ 

2(>,<.0') I 

rd.o(M» ( 

, 7.7.7,.; PJ 1 7,K),1'." 

n/«/,(Mdi j 

U,7(»,(sHi j 


I 

j .... 

1 


1.0.7,3h<J 

' 1 (j 7.' '>0 

i.as.h 1 

1 ,*k;.(KK) 


1 D.non 

1 Uli.OOO 

22 m 


‘ l.d'i.CUd 

; 1.47.0'»tJ 

I,2s,;i00 

! 7,Ma,(*o* 

j c.a'j.oij!' 

1 a, 

! 

7 , 7 n.ijOQ 1 


fiffc iK-tunUol the last two 
s.His llieie were lait-o 
Inns4-s in tlie last sik iiioat hs 
of '.nici iiHH 

I’-si Incite bMM'il on (be n'ler- 
.tnulsof the buit ihrev 


riic (i.-dotts of m- 

1 llldc.l .it* Mit lis. T.i'lKl lot 
t !il> i.tia ^Iiiiiii ipi\l A iidit 

I sf nil. lie t'ased mi ut fioiK 

I M liulmt: ( he tees lot 

( .ill nt (ti u udii 


1 (m 


lie n list 

II I bii ifci r>'i I ,|ii 

id Ills hi si.rv 
1 ''t 1 1 nut e I'lis I 1 1 
i. .1 iiiiHd liiisi li m 

ill nni iidN t II kcii 

Ri irisii I id ; /It 

( o iicrul'K I'llii M 


t hi 


I'll II 


li IS 

not 


r U'l 

•M t'l..h 
ll 111 t tiul 
1 i oin t ’ i 
t I mm (ant 


id Hist ten n 
Id'".. 


sf M.( III) ri ‘ cip' . fill 

t I inuri' ho lute 

t ’n^lHi k Well -.liuiis. 


c t iiah 

ivn V- 


l'' 0 l .iicliictc 


The iiM /ease f»ol)f in tli<- re 
, I .I'd • it 1,/iule /I ' I n 1 hr 
esi iiiiiiii Is in t I \ it'stlon 

rei I'lpt s n nd im nl i i iimtcrl 
|i/ir' \ In tin eero ■ il iro reuse 
in Mil srf 0 fi s id l/riflo Jiu-sliiK 

1 1 I .‘tie h t hi 1 It 1 1/4 Is find 

).u»fh /ll I he I li»/i^.'i-s leieiifly 


I'd III 1 
t.i at Kill id ih' I 


tin 


loilirrinte haaed 
(leiiiundii. 
KsUrtia'e ii»i^' d 'n 


anr, i.al 


...... . ... fh/i nvf'T 

Mge /xs'tuais of pant thre** 
yenrs. 

Rf « iMcd InsiMjd on fan loonlhs 
aotuala. 
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XXXIl.— Civil Work * — 


Sanctioned 

ectimate. 


Bertsed. 


Budget. 


la CHABOB OB THV PUBLIO WOKBB PXPAAYlUm. 
Total groti* rooelptB .. w. ... ... m. ... 


R«. 

5.41 ,9S3 


Bb. 

2 , 00,000 


8,57,000 


&S. 

8 . 80.000 


The incveaee in the reriaed ia 
due tu anticipated inon 
m orduuury receipta. 


Iv CHABOB op m CITXL HBPABriCBBT. 


Tatle on ferriea 


Cemetery receipt a 
Jkeceiptii trout atatfing 
gruunda m. 


buBgaloea and encamping 


Gmamt* Totai. ...I 


2.40.117 

1,168 

8,467 


2,40,786 


2,48,000 

3.000 

8.000 


2,60,000 


8.80.000 

1,000 

9,000 


2.40,000 


6,97,000 


2,31,000 

1.000 

9,0t9 


2,41,000 


6 , 21.000 


Smaller reocipta for tranater 
of ferrieit to the Diatirlot 
liaafdaof Pnmea and ^ aida. 


Berised based on the aeUiala 
of first ten mentha af 1S(M> 
1906. 


woa.3 


Th» Bengal Financial Statement for 1906'1906. 


«9 


APPENDIX B. 

Bengal Provincial Expenditure^ in detail, of minor heads. 

[The figures in columns 4 and 6 are those aoecpted by the Ooremment of India.] 

Th« remarks in column 6, except when otherwise specially explained, refer to difPerenoe 
between columns 3 and 5. 


i. — Refund* and Dratclacks- 


• 

j Adaals 

jSaiipt loniHi 

1 Katiiiinto. 


j Btidiret. 

1 

' 2 

3 

1 4 

1 



R 

Ha 

Ea. 

Kn, 

Land Rovenue 

StAinpH . 

Excme ... ... 

AasoKRed Taxes 

fuieat 

Reffi|tration ... ^ ,. 

ProTlnrial Raton ... 

1 'IKtoiuH ... .... 

n.Hir. 

i.fw.m** 

B.75H 

1 2 ,07.S 
1,774 

2, l!tl6 
4.212 
HI.1KI2 

20.1100 

SO.fKMI 

0,000 

41.000 

1.000 
4.0041 

10.000 

i 9.000 

fk).04U> 
0,0O4> 

s.ooo 

4.(KK> 

4.4)00 

18,000 
1)2, 000 
6,(HK) 

7.000 

1.000 
4,000 

10,04)0 

Total 

1.H7.883 

l.a45,(KIO 

1 ,24.000 

1,3B,04I0 

1 -^. — Affstgtimtttits nnd OomfietiHatnins — 



- 


Mnlikana 


1.70.<MK1 

! 1,70.000 

1 

1 

, 1,01,000 

1 

f -!. — Lam/ J/t n nut — 





of HiMtrK * Adiiiiuiatrntion — * ' 

■^u inriiurv * 

Khtutiliutuiiont ... ., • i 


20,.'' 1.4 00 

1 

1 

1 

2K,0‘(.000 

.•V'.t57.(KH' 1 

1 

»*ul)diviNiona1 E’diitiliihmont 

Vuriitioii EstatdiHliriu'ni 

ProOMSK-wrviMK KitabliHlmiiMit 

Record -riKiui (or cop*, .mukinK ' KstHhliKhiiicn f 

1 ?,‘-'.772 
- 2't.1H4 

1 PH (N)d 

ir>.i:fo 1 

1 

1, *'4.00f 1 

2 (MM! j 

2, <'h HOO 1 
l‘<.2(Kt ^ 

1 .‘A., (MM* 

1 .J>‘'.(MM' 
17.000 

1,30.000 1 

— LdOO j 
*.i,o‘t.«r**i 1 
20,700 1 

1 

8v»r»cy oi \\ai<t« LundM < KiilabliKhment ) 

Ui.rtoi 1 

20.000 

1 

( — )17.000 

1 

2f..:w)0 1 

Maniuri iriMiiT d Primti PatatcK under Ad \ of 
’HUil 1 

Ltiriip proviBion lor nx'iMniM'of pav of Minist<*riul 
KatahliKhinMiif 

i 

2\20''» ! 

27.000 1 

) ,nO,4MI 1 

:i(!,(KKi 

'11.0041 

i.n.ooo j 

Ilcnucf protiaVilc Kii viiiK^ 


rt0,004! 


' 

Total » liarffci- ol District AdniiniNt ru I loi 

:ti.r,<;,oMi> 

.H4.B3,OO0 

31,151,000 


iJharafos on ucoount of Land R#*vt*nuc ('ollrct lujih 

• 

f..o7 

1,004) , 

1 ,<M|0 

J.44J>i 1 

MauiMcemont of Govcnimcni Kutatefi — 
lu/ollectiou of Reieiiur 

^,0 ..KM 

< 41.004! 

.'f.72,0(H> 

j 

•1,6« 0C“^) ' 

Oulla^ on itripri".' riirnli. 


2.?" .004! 

i 

2 , 0 H,(Vio j 

3.72.o«<i 1 

i'Mtiii! t probat'ti SUV nic>> 


n.OOn 



1 otui 

c -ii.-wr 

ft.W.OWi 

0.441.00m j 

7.4i (KMi ! 

feurrer and Settlement— 

' on trollinit olTicfr (Korvf\ ) 

Other surrey nppiutionH mnudir.p; Hcritnl Drew- 
inif Office 

1 ,09 H4( 

1.20,21i 

l.HI.OUfi 

1 7H,0’*f' 

M'nnr af‘ttlcniont opemf if>iiii 

Otlier dicU* 

iicKcrrc . . ... 

7 1 1 ;> 

4A,04((i 

1 , 

441,000 ' 
1.20.(i4Kt 

lO.fMMr 

1.47, 587 , 
jr,. 1 J 

T. ra! 

€1,127 

■j.*»0,4Ki4t 

:i 41.04)4) 

2 wi ,000 1 

Lard Kec'orrie And AftTn'otturi* — 

S unsnotrndener 
ntaiiiot chbtvca 

44,3AH 1 

If 

,v. (WKf I 

46,04)41 j 

/ 

43.004) 1 

XuUl . i' 

1.01.020 1 

91.000 1 

1,01,04)0 i 

93.64X) i 


Xbmarks. 


wholly Iiniiotinl unrid i 
^ llu' now BHit lomoiit 
Tho oHtiin&t4> imkoiu'ihIW hawod 

on the hv(mhk>' of laHi 

throo yoarh. i'»<>liu»ivo of 
H|»tHrial inymontH. Tn« 
rioort'ano in IHii-fixw. and 
aM (‘oni|.>ar«ui with 
iho notiiHlM Ih duo lo roHrijiiMt 
inont of IVovincml nliaroH m 

hHH4il) Ol liOVlUUIf' ftiviriod 

ht‘twd4>n ImpiM'iHl und Provin 
nnl. 


KNTimato IihiohI ofi avorairr 
nctiiHlH of laHl Ihroo yonrs. 


Tho riorraxM* fn ItcvjNed im duo 
to Mot)-nl>li7, allot! (»f th»* 
Kt auiH for the i tMirffuTiiraf mn 
r<f th«> Niiboiriinalo 
K.UVIOO and for llio addi* tonal 
«op'»lntiiu>iifn of l>ot)iiiv 
Miuci'lratoN Bijd^t lut ludfN 
II Hjoiotv of 11k. a.H.'j.lKMI fot 
Him mIkdvo i.uroow., ii inolctr 
of R/i, 7r»,iK>(i for pay <»l 
niiiliiirnra and pcouN of Addi 
liorml Di'puly WaKixtrali'ii. 


ifudiral inoludoH 
K''»nl ui ttm 
lU'VMimo 


luldi I ion>i I 

HoHid Ilf 


1 Th#- liiraer n-aliKation of mir 
voy foMN haVM boi-n tiknri in 
r< <luf1ion of rhargni III I'H)i 
lliofi 


'hi* iiiMruaat* in Ihp RoviMid 
KMt]iii.»ti« la for laraar i*Kp«in> 
Hit HI I* uiidor HatnbUMhm**rit. 

Hiiriirf't iiiiludMn Km. l.fio.noo 
for Hu nriorliauM raclamatiou. 


f IiM Ri'f'iwfid Kwtimate inrlnrii*B 
iMrifiT **»p^iiriilure on Mldan 
por«* Kurvoyr. 


tah|iKhin#'iiC «4tP>aliia 
in'TBaiW! in lOCA-llbs. 


ttXf 





i 

1 
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0 . — Stamps — 







19Mi.l90«. 

] 

1901-1906. 

1906-1906. 


1Jbai>s. 


Sanctioned 
£st unatc. 





Arina)*. 

Kerised. 

Budget. 

• 

1 i 

1 

2 

3 

* 


. 


Rfl. 

Ra. 

R*. 

Rn. 


EzerutiTM E 0 tiibllabai«nt 

H7.470 

91,904 

•20,600 


Mad* Imperial with eflect 
ftoiu iHt July 1904. 

l>j»triut EHtablliiiiaiefit 

8,007 

7,854 

10.500 

11,000 




90.758 




For roundtuK 

— 

758 



• 

Total 

»6.477 

99.000 

31,000 

11,000 


Itifirrea lur th« tialn of Konoral Ktamps — 






ittiBcount on iiulo of on«<<«innik atainpu 

20.117 

28.(MK) 

39,000 

39,000 

# 

iHCio billia>uf.«iirhanKo or hundies 

4,8a* 

5.000 

5,000 

5,000 


Ditto othoi K«;ut>ral MtampM 

1.0<>.404 

1.73.000 

1.72.000 

1,72,(HH» 


ToUl 

2.0;i,44.*i 

2,Ofl.O00 

2,06,000 

2,06,000 


'i harK«* ou of court Mlainpn 






Uiacount un lUilc of adhoNiVH stamiJM 

1,01.440 

90,000 

1,06,000 

1,08,000 

Increase la view of increase jn 



0,000 



I eceipta. 

Ditto vtampB for copiOH 

8.210 

9.000 

9,000 


iL'atabluhuicnt (or Malt» of citampM 

37 

48 

1.000 

48 




1.0«.t<48 


1,17,048 


For roundinfc 


4K 


4K 


Total 

L(H>,C03 

1,08.000 

1.10.000 

1.17,01 0 


Diacount on plain pufiei 

ttalMp*pap«r MUppliod from (Jontral Ktoroa ... 

1 H.OHn 

18,000 

20,0(M> 

20,0(H) 


3.12.7U0 

3.tl>.000 

3,39,000 

3,46,000 

Kdiiniate base<l on pati. ut - 

(irand Total 

7.30.W)S 

7,80,000 

7,12,000 

7.00,000 

R«'ViMt(d based on uctuuj’' ol 

Frovincml ahart* 

6.f*4.1»yi* 

3,0<».000 

3,6«,000. 

3,60.000 


7 . — Fxciae — 






BuperiDtoudtmca 

Fromdiwicy EHtabliahmoii? — 

74,000 

79,000 

70 tKh) 

87,OOt) 


Calcutta C^llt><!torHlc (otlicc) 

«0,07H 

02.724 

•;o oO(> 

752 


lUHpcotion and Frcvciiiion 

10,020 

10. .542 

17 0t>0 

I7.2i>2 


Allowance* and CouttiiKctioiUM of ditto 

10,803 

16,755 

29.000 

2o,3Ho 

The mcroasc ir. the Revised n 






for larger pllJlTlont^ of i, 

Diatrlct Kxccutivo KMtaliliMhincnt— 





wards. 

ttadai KatabliMhuieiit ... 

Inapoction and Prevention ... ... . . ... 

1,21,000 1 

1 

1 

1,25,010 

1 ,25,090 

i,4(:.(;:i6 

Tlio etdiiiiat'' includes )(.«, 
20,00(* li>i Hlrcngt helling tl.. 
t'Hiuhlihhment eniplovcil in 

1 h»' districts of Ol issM 1).' 
•lou and MidnuiK'ic 

2.81,S43 

2,2''.2.3t; 

•2 32.00(1 1 

2,32,'«)s 

Allowanutia ... ... ... ... 

Diatiilarlaa— 

1,41,070 

l,8S,3()t» 

1. 33,000 ! 

1.31,001' 


Fraaldenoy Biitabliahiuout ... ... i 

, 8,0 W 

10.000 

1 ’i.'KK) : 

10,000 


Duitrict Eatabluihuicui ... i 

, 1.30,073 

1,43,000 

1 1.39,000 

1,51,000 

iifctiinatc indudev lHigr> 

1 





giants (or upccml Lontinge' - 




1 1 


lUM according to local i. 

For roundiiiK ... j 


■+ 427 1 



i)uiieuientH. 




t2.H 


Total I 

8. 13. ."..70 

8.20.0(K> 1 

8,20,000 t 

j 

H,6.3,(MtO 

• 

/roTiocial abai* ... ... .. | 

4.(87,770 

3,5y,0(K» 

3.50,000 1 

3,78,090 


S. — Pf'ovmcttii Hate^ — 






«'ollr« tiou of Kate* and CVhncm 

Valuatiou and Revaluaticn ... 

3,14.011 

1 

8,34.000 1 

:i.87.(K)0 1 

1 

3.24,01)0 

? Kstimste tssised in actni.l 
y rtH|Uir*'ments. 

1,40.703 

1,68.000 , 

1,11,000 1 

1 32,000 

Total 

4,53..3lrt 

5.02,000 j 

4,38,(K)0 

t. 66,0(10 

The decrease in the Rt^vised js 






due to sill iifer proctfss-serviiiv 





i 

1 and contingent charges and 
savingk m salaries and estai- 
I lishiuent 

— l^portion dcbitatile to Local foi coat of 
mad.oe«H coll.-ction 

J>#€lwr< — PixipoilKU dabitablc to i.i>cal lor revalu- 

\ 3,08,750 

^ 2 .a*,ooo i 

2.i8,0(W> 

2,16.(k>o 


ation 

) 

1.12,000 i 

1 74.000 

8S.(KX 


—trd ahare of recover leti on account of collec- 


! 

i 



tion of arraar cease* 

47,532 

j 54.000 

j 8U,C-UO 

50 .(MH* 


ParfuMrr — Coniribnt ..’sn (oi p. iiklon of the ceo*. 


i 

! 


1 

•.lljeCtinH 

• 

0.738 

lO.OtK) 

1 lO.iHH* 

' lo.tKX* 

) 

1 
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BMB9. 

100S.1904. 


j 1906-JVO®. 

. 

At^uala. 

ftanOtioned 

Satiuiatc. 

1 Revisedl. 

1 Rudftet. 

1 . 



. 


4 



Calotitta— 

telariM 

Collector's Eitabliahrocnt 
Apprabtng 

Frevontivo ,, • 

AUoxrmnces 

Supplieaand BerTioea 
OontiiHtanoies 

- «• 

Rm 

fi5,7U) 

1,70.980 

88,008 

8,51.400 

i.o8..rn 

ao.iofl 

27.«tif. 

Ra. 

1... 

Ua. 

... 



Total Calcutta 

D.ao.aso 





* 

Rolaiiore 

("hUtaiconic 

Cuttack 

Dacca 

Fturi 

! 

! 

■■■ 1 

e.788 
31,017 
7,301 
713 , 
I.H24 : 

! 

■ ! 


i 

i 


• 

Gkaivii Total 

9.T7.771 1 

i 

I 

! 

i 

i 



Made wholly 
Isl April 100*. 


10 , — 2 'axes — 


Calcutta Evtabliahmeut 

. ... 

71,347 

7 .I.O 0 O 

i 

1 

70,000 

77.0{k» 

District 


l,13,.'ttl 

I 

Ol.lKHI 

90.000 

1 

81,000 

Total 


1 ,84.078 

I l.fl4,00(» 

j t .60,000 

1.58, 0(8* 

I'lovincial iiliare 

. ...i 

1 

9J.334' 

41 .000 

1 40,000 

30.000 

JJ — Jf'oieMtfi — 






i — CoHoervancy and Work*. 

1 





\ — iiiiiher and other produce reinoxed 
tin loresiti by < lovoninient BHOo'y 

fioin 1 
... , 

1,10, 754 

i. 2 ;i,ooo 

l.OG.WHl 

1.2i.000 

1 i.— TiFiilier and other produce removed from 
the fniestn by oonsiiiiiers or fiun’liHSerb 

0.5,2 43 

7d,8(K) 

70,000 

76.000 

Hi. — Drift. s^.f-p'Ood and conhseared 
modnci 

fon<»t 

2,410 

3.000 j 

2,000 

i 

2,0o0 i 

V !,■— Live-stock , sioren, tools and plant 

i 

10.281 

10,000 1 

1 

1 

15. 0041 1 

* 1 

241.500 j 

> 1 CouinDunica.tiou5 aud buiidins* 

•• 

i 

1 

85.074 

1 

1 

80.400 1 

1 

■n!.i>oo ! 
1 

1 

01, Of HI ‘ 

! 

» 


i 

t 

1 

! 

1 

! 

1 

V HI. —Oraaniaatiou. inoprOTement and eitanaion of 
foreata ••• , 

1 

7I.J38 

04.000 ' 

1 

i 

♦Ml.OOC j 

] 

1 

01.600 ' 

1 1 M laoel laneoos 



0.8^>0 1 

6,000 ' 

7.IKI0 ^ 

Total Conaervancy and M'orkf 


3,«S,4<i5i 

4.0<i,(MNI 

3,50,000 ‘ 

4,10,0(Ki 

9,— Ketabluhmente. 



; 


j 

1 .— Salaries 


2.78.204 ' 

2.90,000 J 

2.73,000 

2.87,00<i ’ ' 

1 

H.— Travellinr Allowances ... 

1 1 1.— COBtinfceocies 


4«.iW7 
15,138 : 

4e,0t8' 
10,lA8) ' 

47.000 

14.000 

i 

60,000 i 
17, 00(1 1 

Total £.— Establiahments 

- 

3,a»,«39 

3 , 6 . 5.000 

3,34,000 

3,54,000 1 

GsAJih Total 

... j 

7,03,508 ' 

7,01 .000 

3.84.000 j 

7,84,000 j 


Thu rhvrraKft in H»o U>«'V(ko( 1 i 
f€'r HinitlliT ('ipi*iutitiirf nndt* 
kattthllh»iiu<‘iit 'IMk- MHti 
nittlo provision f<> 

m L>4>pu(> '<'t'Ui*cfrr am 
K mini net of mar wan nr 
eoiinta 


In t ho eat iinii (i- Hinaller pro\ i 
Mun huN h*a*n inado f<>r 
ANnoNaoi N oHtabluhinrnta u. 
the iiiiifTaanl, 


Tin* tle<TeUH«' in t ht* lUrvinod la 
iliui Ur rettmtlon of dopart- 
liiontnl wurktt in Hoxorul 
diviMlona. 


iiioroaNinK toinpuraiy iruiap 
liMliiiuniH in iK'i III dari('«‘ witfi 
piowliiK r<M|UiriiiiiiifM. wliili 
Ra ii ,oou hliN hrM'n prox id* it 
ff>t n-puirn of Hi^‘Mirn*rN and 
tioatM Hixi Uii 7,(>o(» lot rill' 
pUiotiuioof <<mt in ttio felnn 
del liana L>i v ihk.ij . 


I No puri haae of i lophnrd wbk 
iiHoexHiiiy na hndifiaiiMl for 
in Id04ili05. '1 ho oNtiiniili- 
liioludea Ra. tj,5o(i lor tio'piir- 
« hiiiM- of a now hli-iiin>onfloi 
for tlio .Suiidi.! hana Divihion. 

' Inoroaai* in tho Kev|i<o-ri la tiiia 
Xo rojiuira of ( hi M aaoriK 
Kori'af houNo and tt.o Ouild- 
loK of a LkMIoi fioiiho for 
KiiA4‘llod lotHiHluntH in liio 
huiidr<rliana Liivimon than 
wax orlKiiiullr pio|otM*(J Thr 
ratiinulo inoindoH Ra. ie,.'rU« 
for iho « oiiKfciui tiori of 
rouilM ill Aiiifctidfoiin Jiiviaiort 
and Rh :,m>o for llie oon 
atrurtion of lauWa in An|{ni 
Id viajun. 

The i^Liinair inrlitdia Es. 
27 PMO Ur foroat nUrveva, 
Rm 5,1)00 for dwlimitaitoti and 
di tnari'ittioij of new roaorxoa 


ciiKlljr under Hiiluriea and 
rait)> alao undoi HuUnnlinuUi 
Fnrut and Doix'^t Extabllah- 
monta. The MtiinaU pro- 
viilea fur the full pioviorial 

kCAle, 
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IS. — Regisiration — 



190».i904. 

1904-1906. 

1905-1900. 

Rkmabki. 

HsaDB 

Actuals. 

Banctionad j 
ostimate. | 

Budget. 

1 

2 

8 1 4 

6 6 

duriCMiii^^dcuce 

Dmtritt, Chsrges— 

Gaicutta ... ... ... ... ... 

hpeoial Huh- Registrars 

Rural Suh-lU'giNtrais .. 

Km-officxo .SulwRegiitram ... 

Total 

Fot rounding . . 

GRaivn Total 

Provincial share 

Rs. 

56.0S4 

R«. 1 &s. 

64,000 1 65,000 

Re. 

66,000 

Increase due to increased rate 
of pay of Personal Assistant 
for grade promotion. 

The estimate, includes a lump 
provision of Ra. 20,000 for 
reorganisation of the depart 
ment and Rs. 8,000 for cost 
of remitting money to hs ad 
quarters. 

Revised based on the actnals 
of first ton months of 1904 
1906. s 

22,296 

2,17,292 

6,62,844 

1,900 

22.600 1 22,000 

2,.3«,0O0 2,21,000 

6,02,000 . 6.65,000 

1 

1 

! 

1.600 : 8,000 

23,000 

2,«2,600 

6.93,000 

1,760 

9,04,332 

i 9.16,006 1 9,10,000 

9.40,260 

260 

9,60. :i66 

j 9.70.000 ; 9,C6,(8K) 

9,96,000 

4,80.183 

1 9,70.0<H> , 0.6.5.000 

9,96,000 


13 *. — InternM on Ordinary Debt — 


Interest on rrovincml Advance und Loan Account.. 




2 , 2 .'$, (H >0 ! J,W.OOO*' 2 , 22 , 00 (» 


BoMod on th© ©utinittted mcdB 
ontetaiidinK t)alan(s^ of loans 
turr.TinK mtoteet at 3 | per 
(‘©nt. per annuni. 


lC>.-^Po8i office — 


DiHtrud Post Oharfces 



«.or>f. t 


Made whollv Imperial from 
ist April JP 04 . 


76. — Qrnerai Admitiinh atton — 


Halar^ of LuMitetmnt-Qovornoi 

Salarv of t'hicf t ^otnitiiHsioner and ICxchatiRe Com- 
t>©iisution AUowmuco . ... ... 


1 . 03,601 1 

4.400 


i r OC.OtMt ; 

tHI.OOO I 

It ISj »C0 

I 1 


Htaff and I ou*«'hold of l^teuteuaiit -Governor ... 


Mxponditmi* liow rontrai-t allowaiuc 
'lour Kxpenses... 

L.e)CiHlattvi> l>(<pattmeiit ... 

Civil Secretarials 


72,762 i 




57.134 

18.314 

eo.t»6:> I 

6.85,604 I 


76,0(K> 


40,000 
4.otM> : 
«8.0(H* I 
6 , 73,000 j 


87,000 I 


40,000 I 
4 . 0 tK» 1 
00.000 
6,38,oi»o ; 


Board of liLe>cnue 


2,98,476 


S.Ol.OOti I 


3 , 07,000 


Cotnonastoaor* 


Civil OfficM of Aooount and Audit 


6,45,630 


46.041 


6.40,000 I 


60.000 I 


e, 9 «,ooo 


47,003 1 


I 

0 C,CKH) j 


The Chief ConimiBsionnr of 
j C'«ntral Provinoee drew hia 
pay and leave allowance 
I from iMt March 1004 to l7th 
I . lune 1904 in Calcutta. 

80 , 00(1 i 'The increase in the revir 4 Ml 
I eatiinai* is for additional 
I fcrant.>« for renewal of furni- 
j iure fs' II is Honour's retii- v 
I denrea. The budget includes 
1 a portion t>f the special grunt 
I which ponld not utilis^ in 
• 1904 - tW 06 , and also the grant 

I tor the purchase of curtaiui, 

I etc. 


6,000 
68,000 

5 ,Wl, 00 t) i The inen^ae in the reviapd 
is ohiefl.v due to the pay nf 
officers i.n Mp«*cial duty. ‘ In 
the eat I mates iiicri'uaed provi- 
sion haa t»e( n made for allow - 
MDces with reference to the 
I actuals of 1 !K) 3 . 04 . 

3 . 12.000 j The eetimate includes increas- 
j ed proi ision for hill joume.v 

allowancvs and contingencies 
i and also for grant to meet 
t he charges -for the removal 
of fnrnitnro and records U> 
the new buildings. 

6 . 51.000 j The increaae in the revised is 
due to the Uioluaion of the 
charges (or the deputation of 
Mr. Havage on special duty 
in connection with polios - 
cliauASdari work. 


1 


49.000 




10 (\A am 


The Bengal Financial Stalement for 1905 ^ 1906 . 

IQJLo'^ZiOw and Ju 9 tio»-—Couri 9 of Lrauh^ 


93 




1MS.1004. 




lludc«t. 


RmUhMM.%, 


Hiffh Ooort— 
JadCM 


Oriprin*! SidA 
▲ppelUt« Vide 


Ra 

7.02,457 


fi.55.SH* 

2.33.VM0 


Cop/ifta* Batabliahment 


Reporiera 


Rii. 

7,6o.uOO 


x.m.ooo 

2.U5,UUU 


83,600 


Ra. 

7.58.000 


8.6».<'00 

2.S0.U00 


83,000 


Prubtible aavlogg 
ToUl 


Law Offloora— 

Bngliah Law Oi&oera 


Legal Remembrancer and High Court Ploadcru 
Mufaaaal Bstabliahment 


Ooroncr’i Court 


Proaldenoy Magistratea— 
Ualcuitu Police Court ... 


Civil and ScaaionH Cnurttt— 

IliHtru’i and Sei>$iioiia J udgea 
Suboidiuate Juclgt^ 

Mufuhll Small Cause Court 
Munaila 


Allowance 

Sappliea and Servicea ... 


Oontingcncies ... 

Process-serving Establishment 

i>Miucf<~Prfbable savings 
Total 

Presidency Courts of Sznikll Cause 

Crim ina^ Courts— 

Oent^wl Establishment 


IS.Ht.ftOO 

tKi,00(l 


1 . 00,000 


8!),Uf» 86,000 

1,80.008 1.74.00t» 


3,08,587 


8,00.000 


12 70.0*7 
0.17,051 
27.0US 
17,10,538 


eo.sti* 

3, IK), 420 


1.6*,8!i2 I 

h.2S, 161 


0,000 


12,03,2 '5 
0,38,005 
2:1.788 
17, 02. .820 


Ra. 

7,64,000 


V.04.(H>« 
2.81, OuO 


67. ,000 


Pm vision has been made for 
an Addiilonal Judjse for m* 
speotion work. 


Increase in the estimate is for 
revlNlon of eatablishment 
mill for lump prox ision for 
the reviHiuD uf menial estab- 
llsiiment. 


Ri*ducfion is noiiiirial and is 
iltu' to the trsiiHler of pa.v of 
efip>i«lrt from thia head' to 

f central oMtsolishmeut, aupeh 
ale side. 


OO.OtMl 

1.1>7.000 


8,83,000 


•8,700 rX'oreaso dim to no provision 

I I'Hving Im,.,, mjitio 

ehfinjfo euinpeusatiou alliiw- 
anoo. 


88,300 

1,04.000 


) Larger proT^ion has |>een 
> II ade f.)i froN to pleaders 
wuJi ndertuce to actuals. 


12.04.000 
0,18.0110 

Vh.lKMI 

17.33.000 


3,81,000 The inereaie in the revised is 
due to lerger pHVmeiits of 
fees to pleaders in erluiinal 
eases. 

I 

8,000 


00.000 Increase In the hiidgnf is due 
to ri'viaiim ef esUhlishuieut 
recently sandienwl. 


81,0(Ki .31,000 

3,78,003 4,20,000 


1,06.702 

s.:>8,riM 


&0,72.0<K) 

37.000 


50,2N,7y.'i ' 50,36,000 


1,(10.000 

8,J8,()C0 


12.84,338 
c.;u.t*t 
2.3 232 
17,36,577 


1,50,782 I 1,7.3,000 


23,55,886 


HnbdivisAonal Establishment 
proeeas-sorving BsUblishment 
Tributary Mahals, Orissa 


Probable savings 
Totol 


riea tara hip Examination charges 


Lump provisiou for increase of pay of ministerial 
establish meat ... ,*• 

Obajcd Totaa ... 


6I,00,4Mi0 


1 , 68,000 


The increase jn the revised 
estimnte 1 m under salaries of 
MuiiNjfs. Tiie csliiJiate in. 
cludeH provision for a larger 
niimhcr of offleers and for 
larger ustublishmeut. 


4,08,500 The inrrenae m the rovim^d Is 
under ciiel and travel ling 
♦■ilierises of wjtnesHes and 
allownnce* to Jiirois and 
assesMirs. Thei-Hlliiiulo aU . 
ineludvs larger prov jhIou f or 
the same purposes uiid auio 

1,00,704 I io copyists. 

h’40,'00o 


706 

12.706 


1.28.771 

1,32,(K)U 

1,487 { 


1,24,000 

1,.'J!^Z00 


1,25,000 

1,32.COO 


27,45,»8>0 j 

7.5,0(81 I 


11, 687 
72,783 


20,70,<XjO 20.76.000 


25,13,000 


1.30.000 

1.35.000 


12,000 

86.000 


2.50, (KK) ! 


18,000 

88.(MK1 


i^fKLOo.ooo i oe.so.ooo 


18,000 

86,000 


1.64,000 


The decrease In the revised ts 
ehiefly due to savings under 
salaries. The estimate in- 
r hides a provision for the rt.- 
«rgaiilzaUt,ri of lleputs 
M ftg latrales and Bub-lleputv 
Colleru.rs, for additional 
cstabilsbnient under new 
Deputy Magistratea as ex- 
plained under Revsnus. 


1.08.00.0110 I ftswiasd 


nut An a/rCivtAt- ^ 
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1908-1804. 

Bsabs. 

Aotnats. 

1 

2 

Bn perm tend ence 

Establishments-- . , 

Boperinteudents and Jailors 

Rs. 1 

66.600 

2.47.060 

Medical Bstablishment 

42,336 

Clerical, Educational and Mechanical Estab- 
lishments .. ... 

Warder Establishment 

1.613 

2,13,997 

Menial and other Establishments 

Dietary Charges 

Hospital Charges 

Clothing and Bedding of Trisoners *.. 

Banitation Charges 

Charges for moving prisoners ... ... ... ... 

Mlsoollsneous Berv ices and BuppUes 

18,214 

6.33,132 

72,7<15 

92,663 

3K.699 

61,860 

1.08,857 

Allowances ... 

Contingent Chargee . „ 

Extraordinary Chargos for Livo-atock and Tools 
and Plant ... ... ... ... 

Charges for Police Custody 

9.311 

43.953 

24,880 

14.42.-1 

Total Jails 

10,66,128 

Jail Manufactures 

10,68.066 

Refunds m. ... 


Oravd Totax 

27,33.193 




Budget. 




Rs. 1 

63,000 


88,000 


Kfi. 

65,000 


2,60,000 i 2,48.000 

1 


88,000 


Rii. 

64,000 


2 , 00,000 


40.000 


Th® eatimute tncludce pro^i 
Hio . for coat of miaing the 
Barisal Jail to the atetua of e 
aecond-cloNB Jail and to the 
appointraent of a Medical 
(itilcer at Midnapore Jail. 

Incrcaae duo to higher grade 
Hoapital Aaaiatanta Being 
employed in Dial net JAa. 


l,0f»0 

2,19,000 


14.000 I 

6,00,<M)0 ] 

hO.OOO I 
9&.()00 1 

35.000 i 

67.000 } 
1,08,000 ' 


1,000 

2,15,000 


14.000 
0,28,000 

88.000 

1.03.001) 

39,000 
4:. ,000 
1.32,000 


I 


400 

2,23,000 


14.000 
C,63,00n 

86.000 

96.000 

40.000 
62.(88) 

1,29,000 


The eatimate include* prori- 
aion for raiaing the Barisal 
Jail to the statua of a second, 
class Central Jail and to the 
appointment of additional 
warders at Dinapur and 
City Tatna Sub Jail. • 


The estimate includes in- 
creased provision under 
Central Jails for the supply 
of electric l urrent for lighting 
and for the introduction of 
khaki uniforms for warders. 


10,000 ' 8,000 

44,tH10 , 44,000 


10,000 

47,600 


24.000 1 

14.000 I 

17.07.000 I 
9,72,000 I 

I 1,000 

20.80.000 1 


28,000 

14,00(> 

16.98.000 

10.31.000 

1,000 

27.80.000 


26,400 

16,000 

17.67.000 

10.62.000 

1,000 

28,20,000 


The increase m the revised is 
roi luiger expenditure on the 
purchase uf raw materials. 


W.-^Police—- 


Presidency Police — 

Police Commissioner (Buperiutendeiic^i) 

Calcutta Police ••• •« 

1 

70,269 

7.71,900 

cc,6on 
8,3 1,600 

71,000 

7,73,000 

08,000 
7.87,300 '1 

1 

River Police . . ... "■ *• 1 

Salt Police ... 

Police Dosd-house j 

Refunds j 

9.439 

3,633 

1.296 

J 0,000 
4,090 
1,000 
4,000 

10,000 1 
4.0(10 i' 
1,000 1 

9,700 

4,(K’0 

l,O04) 

Total 

8,50.526 

9,17,000 

8,69.000 i 

8,70,000 

Municipal Police j 

1 

50.632 

49,000 

62.000 

52,000 ' 

1 

1,33,000 ] 

Buperintendenoo ... ... * ••• ' 

1,74,834 

1.66,000 

1,71,000 


District Police Force— 

Balarlos 

4,73,667 

1 

4,66.000 

4,72,000 

4,65.000 

Police Force , 

Training School for Sub^Inapeotors 

Bstabh^ment m. — •» •• 

Hospital onarges 

31,04.925 

18.500 

1,78,963 

43,821 

82.19,000 
19,000 
1, 80,0410 
. 37,000 

38,66.000 

19,0<Xi 

1,87,000 

48,000 

31,97.600 

21,000 

1,82,600 

47,000 

1 

! 

ABowanoea — — 

Supplies and Bsrrioes m. — 

3,76,627 

6,96,715 

3.44.000 

8.81.000 

3.90.000 

7.04.000 

8.76.000 

6.87.000 

C«Btiog«n6tss ... 


SUNOCO 

1 1,34.000 

2.99»000 


P he decrease in the revised ii 
chiefly due to the lump pro- 
vision of Rh 60,000 for adni. 
tioual police fort'e m t having 
been utilised. The esttmatei 
(or next year do not include 
the ; liini)' TiroviBion, bui 
include provision for ambu- 
lance allowance, allowanoi 
foi regiNtenug motor esrs and 
c*ycU>s, and for increased granti 
under supplies and services. 


The increase is due to Ihf 
increased number of Bub 
IriHpeciors and head-con- 
stables. 


The Increase is due to at 
addpional appointment of ac 
Aasistant District Bupeiin 
tendent. 


The inerrase in theestimat« 
is due to increased grant (oi 
diet of patients and im 
pit>vemeDt of hospitals. li 
Includes Us. 6,000 for allow 
aooes to AssisUint Burgeoni 
and Civil Hospital Aooonntt 
for teaching the police thi 
first aid to wounded. 

Estimate liased on actuals. 

Estimate Includes lU. 4^00 
for a new steam-launch to: 
the propoaed Superintendent 
River Volice, Hs. 8.600 foi 
Athletic O'.abs, Rs. 80.000 to 
rewards and an additions 
provision of Rs. 60.000 fo 
petty construction am 
repairs for improvement o 
police buildings. The in 
crease in the revised is fo 
additional grants for pett] 
oottstmotiDn and repairs, fo 
purchase of fnmuure fo 
fioliee builoiogs and tor ih 
rurchase of law books. 
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ja :: 

IMIA.190*. 

1904-1006. 1 

1905-1906. 


Hbaos. 











Aotnals. 

Sanctioned j 
estimate. { 

Reriaed. 

Budget. 



£ 

3 

4 

6 

6 


Ra. j 

Rs. 

Ra. 1 

Rs. 


Rpoolal Pottoo— 

SUkim State Police - 

yBeogal Military Police , .. * 

M.TWi ! 

85,000 

4.000 

67.000 

“•siooo 

The decrease in the rarlaad is 
due to savings under ord. 




! 

1 

nance atorea. 

Frontier Police, Chittagong ... 

49,010 

40,000 1 

38,000 

1 40.000 

The decrease in the re%'iaed is 
under supplier and aerrioea. 

Ditto Angul 

31,048 

35.000 

31,000 

‘ SB.OOO 

The decresMe in the reTtaed is 


partly under pel toe force and 





5.000 

partly utidor alltiwanoe. 

Upper Burma Police D«p6t 

4.048 

6.000 

6.000 


South Lnahai Police 

S,£AS 


1,000 



Total 

1,71,345) 

1,00,000 

1,47.000 

1,68,000 


Bailwaj Police— 

Bast Indian Bailwaj Police 

57.121 

00.000 

56.000 

65.000 

1 The increase in the estimate 




1 IS for increaend force and 






1 additional grant ^ for watch 






1 and ward and *oonNequent 
; increase in Ihn grunt foi 

1 reulM. rates and taxes. 

Baatom System Railway Police 

99,780 

1,00,000 

95.000 

1,00,500 

' The decrease in the revised 

1 IS under police force aud 

1 supp Ill's and services. 

Asaam'Bengal Bailway Police ... 

Bengal and North* VVestem and Tlrhut State 

4.203 

6.(M)0 

5,000 

12,000 

6.000 

15.000 

t 

j The estimate includes provi- 
j Sion (or incresuie in the 

^ilway Police 

11,628 

12,000 



; nutuber of chaukidara. 

Ihe ostiuiatv includes provi. 

1 sioQ fur incrossed fore© and 

Bengal.Nagpur Railway Polio© ^ 

10.574 

13,500 

11,000 

16,000 

• 





larger grant fur watch aud 

1 ward rliaukidars. 

Bengal Central Railway Police 

3,64.3 

4.500 

4,000 

4.500 

1 

ToUl 

l.Hfi,9,H5l 

1 .00,000 

1.88,000 

£.07,000 

1 

I.ump provitiiun for Police reorganu-alion 




12.00,000 

Hpecial aasignmani made by 

I the Government of India. 

Osttle-pounds ... 

RefunaH «•< 

783 

28,832 

1,000 

10,000 

1,000 

16,000 

1.000 

30,000 

1 Rstimato baaed on actuals. 

G&AVi> Total 

05,71,635 

05,50.000 

67,60,000 

78,90.000 

Revised baaad on acluala of 



1 l4‘n uionths of the year. 


fl. — Marine — 


Ssdartea and allowance;aof officera and 

men afloat ... 

65,101 

69,000 

05.000 

76.000 

ViotaalllBg of officera and men afloat 

coal for t]^ 

*2,037 

23,200 

25,000 

25.000 

Parchaae of marine atores and 





building, repairs and outfit of 

ships and 

1,06,114 

1,12.000 

99,0C0 

1,06,700 

Ptmehaaa and hire oi ship# and veaaela 



13326 

6.90.000 

7,08,000 

01,000 

Pilotage and pilot astabllahmenla 



7,05,428 

6.81,400 1 

7..V,000 

6,87,000 

Maniie eatablishmenta .... 

ftabaidtea to ateam-bosd companiaa 

Mtaoellaneoua 

State Yacht eatablishment 

Btefonda ... .- 


89,410 

23,672 

33.529 

6,0A8 

564 

1 

99.960 ; 
24,5<Xi 
Sl.fKH) 
6,000 
8.000 

1 

! 01.600 

*3,000 
< 80,000 

( 5,000 

15,000 

1,01,006 

28.000 

91.100 

6,ao«) 

1.000 

• 

Total ... 

10,64.645 

i 

17,40,000 

18.00.000 

1 



for ■t4«mer 

H». 19»e00 for the pilot* 
veil*©) Sartuti, for which 
no proTiitlcin has boon mode 


Bdliniatc inrlodoo lU. M.QOO 
for tb« nrw ¥O0 m 1 JTrmmer 
■ItBinat dacrOMOo uodor 
pilot. VOOM Is. 

Kud^rt inolndos Bo. dS.OfO 
for tb« parmrnt of dolioer 
‘■bwro of tho now Tossol 
■ud Bo. to,000 lor towi^o» oto. 


Tho iDttrrsM in tbo rorlMd 
Mtimaio to uodor ooroiods 
and aUowMDceo of pilot#. 


Bwtrlood la baa«Ml on ion 
months' actuals tbo oooi 
of tho now pilot rrniaor* for 
which a proriaion of 
Rs. ft,75»000 was orifrinatlp 
mado, but for which an 

^ ttm 1 A AM 
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1ft?, —Edu cation — 




Direction 


InapectioD — 

Inepeotor of Europenn Bchoola 


Invpeotoriof other eohoola ... 


OoTemmeot Oolleftea. QeneraW 
BnglUh OoUegee— 

▲rU OoUege* 


Bden Hindu Hostel ... 
Betbune College 


1904.1^. 


Senctloned 
estimate. I 


Budget. 


&BMAmxs. 


3 


I 


Bs. 

89,670 


Es. 

87.400 


Es. 

90.000 


Es. 

89,000 




8.&3.383 


18,700 


3.43,300 


14.000 


8.24,000 


3.41,717 


8,38,000 


8,73,883 


8,96,600 


4,07,000 


29,607 

87,468 


.82.600 

38,000 


Si ,000 
30,000 


14.400 


8,27,600 


3,42,000 


S3.072 

8«,G()() 


The increase is under 
lishment. T 


The decrease is due to the 
appointment of an Ia.jpector 
on lower pay. 

The decrease is dne to change 
of incumbents and to smaller 
grants under allowances with 
reference to actuals. 


The increase in the revised 
esfimaU^ is partly under 
Halaiieitand partly under Es- 
tablishmi-nt and contingeiu 
citm. 'i he inc rease in the esti- 
mate Is partly for additional 
Ptofeshors and partly lot 
pruvi.sion for teaching oum- 
mertial ro^n't.pof.dl^nce in 
the- Prohidcncy College and 
fur teaching Sanitary Science 
and lor a provikioa oi Ea. 4,000 
for a liquid air iiiachiiie for 
the l*reaideijcy College. 


Oriental Ooliegos"- 
ttauskrit Oullegu 


86 , 230 ^ 


37,(K)0 


87,000 


40,000 


Calcutta Madrassa ... 

JBlllott Madrassa Hostel 

Expenditure ou petty construction and repairs... 


60,20.3 

4,043 

21 


64.600 

4,600 


64.000 
4,<IOO 

10.000 


64.000 
4,674 

14.000 


Provision for the extension of Eavenshaw 

College . . 

Expendltoru on furniture and apparatus 


Dsduc^— Fur rounding 
Total 


Covernmont Colleges, Frotessional — 

law Colleges ... ... ... 

Olvli Engineering College, Bibpur, Howrah 


18,519 


5,48,984 


40,006 

21,600 


0,26.265 

2b6 


0,25,000 


5,90,00(1 


21,500 


0,58,840 
-e 154 


9,721 

2,01,321 


9,400 

2,lb,OOU 


9.600 

2,00,000 


9,600 

2,22,000 


The incrense is for promotion 
of proloasorb and masters. 


Provision made for grant to- 
wards the hostel of the 
Midnaporu College. 


The decrease in the revised is 
<'hii'll> due to saviriRK under 
Saluiies and Establmlunent. 


Expenditure on furniture and apparatus ... 

lieduct — For rounding 
Total 


«,000 


2.34,000 


6,000 


2,37,tlO() 

600 


CoTtmment Sohoola, Gleneral 


7,20,114 


7,10,090 


7,00.000 


7,21,000 


The decrease in the revised is 
due partly to the non-utihaa- 
tion o( the prevision for open- 
ing B and C classes in certain 
BchooU. for training cul leges 
for teachers and for a female 
school, and partly for smaller 
expenditure on petty oon- 
Btruction and repairs. The 
increase in the budget is due 
tea provision of E'.. 8,004 (or 
agrUultnral gardens, larger 
giants for opening B and C 
classes in ceitam high 
schools, for salaries of collegi- 
ate schools and Tictoria 
Boarding School (Boys’) it 
Kurseong, for largt> grants 
lor the Girls’ Bohooi, Kur- 
seong, and tor rewards 
to gurus in Circle schools. 
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Hbabs. I 

1 

1M9-1904. j 1904-190fi. 

10Oft.l9O«. 

1 KKMABK0. 

1 ■ 

Budget. 

1 ' It 

8 { a 

. ‘ 1 

C 


rernnMDt Sobools. 


Ulfhipii 


p proviBion lor Umversttj Education 
Ip provieiou for expenditure on I'limarj Eduoa- 


Oka9i> Toth. 


&H. 

J. 41 .982 


&«. tu. 

4,48,000 S.3^000 


6,lS.O00 


H. 06. 638 

7,66,000 

[ 8JS*1)00 

8,20,000 


• • 



1.114.006 

8,08,000 

1,91,000 

8,10,0(8) 

1,21,082 

lild.OUO 

90,000 

1,6(1,000 



8,00,000 



..... 

A,... 

l0,00,0(Mt 

7,168 

6,000 I 

1,000 

6,000 

34,41,882 

36,19,000 j 

1 

36.68,000 

1k7.i>‘2,UOO 

• 


The dfH'maae »« the rori^ U 
due to non-ntilimtion of the 
urnntii for additional eet^ 
lUliinent for rawina the 
■tatua of the Dacca Borveya 
School t*> the Hlatu* of the 
BcHHr 8<^bool of Htifrineerlnir, 
for worhHhopa of the Dacca 
Survey and ft#«har School of 
KnKintHirinft. for continuation 
aciuKilN, for atartinv training 
cN»lh*j<c« at llooichly ana 
Daoqa. for trukntnK matltu- 
tiona for priuiarv K'hotd 
htacliera. •for aKrlcnllural 
truliiUiK in Haiukribatth Hofor- 
mat (It y Si'hoiil and for weavinK 
liHiiiiii for AlifHire Kof*»rinalorv 
H<'hiK>l. 'J'lic ini'raawe in lh» 
tmdKCt IN due to larK«'r irrania 
for Htartiug traiutiM colleges 
at Hooghly aiui linccm, foi 
trainiiuc lUNtttutinua lor 
|ii itnarv achool ti<ac)^». for 
atipenda to pupil leac'nmM in 
normal a->hoola, for the work- 
ing of the weaving depart 
moni in lt4*lomiator> 
BchixiU Ailivire, for the ap- 
poiiitnieni of a luretnan in 
striictor for the liacra Rurvev 
ScJuMil. (or grant to lit uu 
the Ih'har Hclnwl 4>f KurI- 
neering with eh'Ctrir plgnl, 
for the grant for tmiaiia rnlii 
cation hy 4<«Dtral gathering, 
lor training mat itiitionii foi 
giriN. and lor houne-to-houao 
visitation hy female ieatiher*. 


Larger eiponditiire (oi graiitH 
in-aid towiiida huihhngs 
aocounts for the mcrraiwi 
in the revised esliiiiBt4>M. 
The tiudget iiiehides larger 

f rriuita lor huildingN, grant 
oi laoi‘*niHking, wool-dyeing 
and weaving industry iu th* 
(lovernimiiit Estate of 
KaliinponK and grant to 
Jewish (iirlM* bcbiHil, • 

The budget mrli^ti* spi'Clal 
MoholarNtiipN for Nl/auiut 
lH>ys, mining ai'holarHhip*. 
larger gnmtK for scholarsliipH 
U> incluHlria) HtudentM to 
Kun>pe. 

The budget ini ludes Kw. fIT.Wkt 
for rent of huildingN lor 
hoMtelH and boardiiig-himNeN, 
Ciilcutta 

Spet'ial alignment made by 
ttie (iovei nment of India. 



98 


The Bengal Financial Statement for 1905-1906, (|25te MaboB|, 


— Medical — 



19O3-190A 

1 

1004.1906. 

1904.1906. 

— ■■ Til ' . Tt. 

BBaugu. 


Actuals. 

Sanctioned 

estimate. 

Revised. 

Budget. 


2 

8 

4 

i ' ^ 

6 

• 4 


Medical EHtabh»hinent- 
Hupei III lendenco 


Duitrici Medical Kutayiiithment 


Oeverve Medical OlficeMi and Subordinates 

Total 

floepitaltt and Dlspen-ariee— 

Presidency Hospitals and Diapensarles— 
Medical Colleice Hospital 


General Boapital 


(Campbell Hospital 

Albert Victor Aiyluin lor Leper* 

Mufaaaal Hotpitals And Dispenaaries 

Grants to Mufaasal Hoapitali and Dispensaries 


Re. 

78,061 


6.24,669 


Ra. 

80,000 


7.17.000 


7.2G.219 j 8.17,600 


1.69,398 


1,67,000 


1.85,423 I 2.42.000 


80,000 


7,27,000 


19,000 

8.26,000 


Be. 

87,600 

7,02,000 


20,000 

8,09.600 


/ 


1,36,000 


2 . 10,000 


Dwiact— Probable eavinffe 


Sanitation and Vaccination ^ 


Grants for Medical purpoaes— 

Microscopical experiments in jails ... 

Expenses duriiiK the prevalence <ii pliwue ... 
Expenses during tbe prevalence of epidemics .. 
Ex|>enses in connection with Cholera uioculation 
Value of niedlcnl stores 

Grant to Lep««r Asylun., PuruliA ... 

Exchanse conipensadlou aliowaucM 


Total 


Medical Bohools and Oolleges- 
Medicul CollcKe 


Medical Schools 


ijiiuatic Asylums 


Special Hospital 


Chemical Examiner 
iietunds 


OlULHD Totax 


1.61,000 


2,16.300 


81.293 

94,000 

86.000 

86,000 

18,h47 

23,600 

17,000 

21,100 

67,696 

78.000 

OO.OOti 

70.000 • 

62.153 

70,000 

1,12,000 

90,600 

• • 


1 


. . - 



0,36,900 

8,000 

6.74.109 

6,59,600 

C.SO.lMXi 

0,27,900 

1,86.813 

1.96,000 

1.98,000 

2,13,0(H> 

60i2C6 

1.829 
6. KIN 

J 9,104 

139 1 

BoioOO 

3.000 

6.000 
f .3.6(10 

t 4.O00 

6().«00 
J.OOO 
6,000 
] 10, (KK) 

’*70.000 
2,000 
6,(M)0 
f 6.009 

i 4,000 

70.745 

r.ol.noo ' 

^2,000 

86,000 

2.63,647 

1.80,000 j 

1.74,000 

1.91,000 


1 

1 


* 

1,88,487 

! 

1,44,000 I 

1,88,000 

1,41,000 

4,1)2.034 

3,24,000 

8,12,000 

««,32,e00 

1.22,460 

1.40,000 

1.26,000 

1.42.600 

10,667 

13,000 1 

9,000 

12,600 

48,102 

1,142 

48,600 

1,000 

46,000 

3,000 

60,000 

1,000 

»l,d«,a71 

i 

28,00.000 

22,86,000 

22,75,000 


The budget provides 
i;e(frant of savings of contVact 
bontingencies. 

The decrease In the estimate 
is for a provision of Be.-97.000 
for increase of nay of Indian 
Medical Service oAoera 
against Rs. 1,20.000^ 1904> 
UM6. 


The decrease is under KnpnHes 
ancP'._y«jmcea for less ‘.txpeii,- 
diture under Diet of patients. 

The decrease in beth the years 
is under Supplies, for smaller 
expenditure on account of 
the maintenance of electric 
plant and for the charge for 
rf'fngerating apparatus neimr 
d»>bited to the Public Works 
Department. 

The decrease is due to no 
separate provlmon being made 
for clothing, as it aas includ- 
ed iitider Contract Oontln* 
irencies 

Saving under Diet of jjlatieots 
anticipated both in 1904-1906 
and 1906-1900. 

There have been savings under 
Allowances in 1904.1906. 

The increase in the revised is 
for additional grunts sane, 
tioncri for the construction of 
hospital buildings at, lianki- 
IHjre and lihagulporc and for 
eniiusl grant for the 
Tnuintenaucn of the former 
hohpital. The estimate In- 
cludes a jirovihion of Rs. 13,900 
fur grants to L«])er Asylums.' 


Budget includes Bs. 17.000 for 
the rt'orKsnization of the 
Va(!cination Department, in- 
cluding rewards. Provision 
ha^ also been made for 

4 Tu‘rease under temp'orary 
HI liblishiiieiit and lor larger 
gram for fo«*s for the 
insptM:tton of vessels. 


The decrease in tbe revised is 
for savings under Salaries, 
while the increase in the 
estimate is for the additional 
provision for tbe Pathological 
and. Physiological Depart- 
ments. 

The decrense in the revised is 
for savings under Bupplie 
and Services. ^ 


The decrease In the revised is 
savings under Salaries and 
OoutingencioH. while the in- 
crease in the budget is lor 
rates and taxes of Dulinnda 
and l^tna Lunatic Asylums. 

The decrease in the revised is 
for savings under Diet and 
cloi^hingof patioats. • 


The revised is based 
actuals of the fir 
mouths of IMMLiaOft. 





Tht Bmgal FtmaneMl Stahmnt fvr 1905 “ 1906 . 


fS, ^Folftical — 


Actual., 


Butartainihe&t of RuToy. and Chief. ... 


Dnrbnr orMcntu and sllownnrfw to Vakila. etc. 
Mtocollancoua 


Rm. He. 

1.480 8.1)00 


10.7M) 17 000 

7.086 ; »,.66 o I 


1,500 I The IncreaM) in the reeiaed 
. in duo to the .apply of 
rntioo. to the convoy of the 
j Bhutan OoTornment who 
I lo Bux. to rocoivc th« 

iLiinual .ubmdy. * 

11.600 I 

t),Ouo I B.timato b«MHl on actual.. 


For roundmg 


10,314 , 83.000 I 


10.000 I tii.OOO ^ The rcvi«(Hl i. baaed on tea 
I I luonthii’ at'luaU. 


— Scientific and other JIftnor Departments — 


ProTincial MuaoumH 

PrcMcrvation and tranilaliou of ancient nianu.* 

OTipti ... 

Tetcrlnary and Btalhoa Charirei 


R<>gi8ter <ff Oo-opcrativc Credit Sociotic 

impeiial Inutifute 

Donat loiiH to Scientific 8o«*ietioM ... , 

hi xperi mental l.'ultiviiiion 


Cincbooa Plantation 


Public Rxhibitton. and Pair. 

Botanioal and other Public Garden. .. 


Bmifpration 
Ju.pector ot Factonea 


Oen.ufl ^ 

Gaaettcer and Htatidtical Mctnolr. 
RefCiatratioi. o' Railway Tra«c 
Rag'l.t ration of River-bornc Trafllc 

Frortiickal Statintlini 

• Kxantmations --- ... ~- 

Bacterlolog} *. — f 

In.peotor of Mu6e« 

Miaoettanoou!* .» 

Refund. ... ... 


210 


1 

1 O.QOO 

... 

0,200 

1 

1 70,714 

1.02.0<M) 

1 86.000 

1,88.000 

i 

1 


. 

6,0<K» 

2.', .000 

141 

. fVOO 


600 

1 8 000 

8.(M)0 

8.000 

8.(K>0 

1 1.02,720 

Ol.OtMl 

NO.CXMI 

1.88,700 

1 

1 

' 

• 


1 

t 

! 

1 

if. 14,460 

1 ,05.000 

*,05,000 1 

1 

2.30, (KK> i 

1 

1 

I 

i 

i 

: 3.112 

n.ooo 

3/)00 

1 

i 

1 3.600 

1,40.401 I 

1, *8.000 

1,7.7.000 

1 1,52,600 

1 

20,740 

JC.OOO 

1 

1 

24,000 

*0,000 

! *0.471 

1 

*8,800 

*7,000 

33.0<8* ' 
1 

1,14!> i 

l.WM) 1 

1,000 

i 

1,600 [ 

47.e7o 

47.000 1 

! *8.0*a» 

47.(KK> ' 

g,6H2 

8,600 

O.OOi) 

H.fMM) 1 

4,'‘1H 

5.0<M) 

4,000 

6.O0n : 

18,280 

22,01 M» 

*l.nnn 

1 h.ikmi ! 

8,317 

4.500 

&,«.UO 

4.6<)0 , 

8.470 

*,780 

1 

0,000 

.8,<M)0 

10,000 j 

* ' ’ 000 


1 

61* 1 

200 



600 1 

7,00.871 1 

* i 

0,80,000 

7.04,000 

9,40,000 ' 

i 


oalixed from l.t April 1W>4 


i* dit» to non-iitiliMalion of 
tbo Kf.iit for the Introdur- 
tfcnii of the glandi^N and 
Far«\v Act Into Calcutta and 
to HariiigM under MtabllMli- 
aud allowance, and aunplin. 
and wrvicoH. The eiitiniate 
incIndcH a larger grant for 
oM^bliMhmcnt, .upplioa and 
Ki*Fi'uvii and olflc'o exixuiae. 
and also a linnp prnvimou of 
Rh. 00,000 for tiio develop 
lucni of the BelKachta 
Institution. 


for Kxperlineittal Farm at 
Ciittiu k, Rh. 6,000 for (Cotton 
( liiltiviitiuri, Rm 60, (MM) tor 
Indigo oxncrifnentM, Un. 5,000 
for Bengal ProvlnolHl Agricul- 
tural AHNoriatioo. R». 8,000 
tor riitt1e.hr»odiiig farm, and 
R. 16,1100 for the pay and 
e.iHblialiinent for the Deputy 
DiifHtor of Laud Record, 
and Agrlrultiird. 

The incroaae In the revised 
I. due chiefly to larger 
l.lioratory and manufacture 
Ing chargen and larger ex- 
penditure On iho purchaaa 
of (Mnolinna bark nna under 
oHtnbliNhintmt. The eati- 
matoM iriohide R«. i(;,0li0 for 

the cnlargeiiient of the Oin- 
chima Factory. * 

The increase in the revised 
ia for lurger ex^nsea of ilia 

’ liei bai iiirri The iiMltinnta 
Irif'hirles Ra. 5,0(M) for now 
cublneta. 

Burlget incliidea prnviaion for 
Ineicrtae of pay of ihe Tria- 
pi'iMor *-f Kactorlea and the 
ap|Hiintfn<Mit of un Additional 
Aasutanl Inapwtor. 


$9 . — Super On ttuation - 


Superannaatloli and retired allowanceN 


Cbtnpaailoiiate allowanoea 
jQimkuttiea ... .j. 

Marine Departieeiit Pensaaia 
JRefnnd. ... w. 


xe.oo.ooo 

*7,57,000 

15.000 

If, 000 

10,000 

11,000 

*8,000 I 

51,000 

*7,04,0t0 

*S.15.fOO 

1 


meet the annual growth of 
expenditure. 

^ Rstlmate. baaed on actuaU. 
ESaMtnaie baaed on the aveis 
age of laat three year«« 

Fbe reviaed hsaed on actuala 
ol lea montba of i90*“OS, • 


100 Tht Bengal Finaneial Statement /or 1905‘1906. [SStb Mabch^ 


SO. — Biaiionery and Printing^ 


Hjsads. 

1903-19M. 

* 1904-1 9flC. 

190B*1908. 


Actnala. 

Sanctioned 
estimate. | 

BeviMd. 

Budget. 1 


1 

1 

8 

4 

6 

e 


Btatioaery Ollice at the Presidency ... 

1,90,86® 

2,12.600 

89,000 

66,000 

The charges of the fitatSenery 
Brancii have been made . 
Imperial from 1st Ju1yMK)4^ 
The* estimate lepreaeny 

charges for Form Bnusoh. 

filtio purchased in the country 

(luverument Piesses 

j 

i 

! 

67. 620 
8,79*074 

i 

1 

i 

1 

t 

68,500 

4.05.000 

6',,000 

3,73,000 

62,000 

4.12,000 

i 

1 

The decrease in the revieed is 
for smaller expenditure under 
supplies and serviies n^and 
contingencies of the Bengal 
Secretariat Press and establish- 
ment and contingencies of Jail 
Press. The Increase in the 
budget is for increased i^ant 
for cost of stores from Eng- 
land for the Jail Press. 

Printing at Privatu Presses 
stationery supplied from Uentral Stores 

Kefnnds 

1,109 

6,11.662 

1.719 

1,000 

7,00.000 

l.OOO 

1.000 
6,67,000 

1.000 

1,000 

6,80,000 

2.000 

, e 

Total 

12.42.046 

13.83.000 

11,76,000 

12.22.000 

Revised based on actuals of 
^I'Bt ten months ol 10t>4- 
j 1906. 


SS . — Miscellaneous — 


Travelliiui; allowauces Ui offlcerii attending ezarnin* 

atlonH ... .* 

Bubacription to periodicals ... 

Reward h lor prollcloncy In Oriental languagoH, and 
allowanctt to Lunguagu Kxuuiiiiatiou L'ouitnittoo... 

Coat of books and publications ... 

Donations for cbantable purposes 


Citargea on account of European vagrants 
Kewards for doati action of wild unitnals 
Fettj eatabliNhmeuts ... 


Bpacmi Comtniaaious of Knouiry 


Irrecoverable toiupoiury loans wnttun off 


Rents, Rates, and Taxes 

Oontributluns •• 

Miscellaneous and unforeseen charges 
MiauellamHiuH refunds .... 
a Coronation i'elebration charges 

Total Piovincial 


4.864 

4.4M)0 

6^0 

6,WK.> 

6,000 

(—) 27.641 

6,000 

6,000 

7,622 

• t),()<K) 

12,000 

11,000 

000 

1,000 

10,000 

1,000 

1,20,801 

1 .22,000 

1.7 1,000 

1 ,22,000 

4,219 

7,000 

4,000 

7.000 

7,lo.H 

8,00(1 

T.IHK) 

8,000 

0 i.224 

88.000 

# 

60,000 

47,000 

) 

9.268 

20,000 

6,000 

! 

44,000 

1.05,637 

6.000 

10,000 j 

i 

1 

14,000 

a 

• 

80,799 

34.000 

31,(HM) 

32,000 

1,610 

4.(HH) 

O.tKIO 

4,000 

2.468 

6,000 

2. IKK) 

6,000 

7.123 

9,000 

14,000 j 

8,000 

—89 


I 


3,4,3,648 

2. 72.000 

S.44.(K>0 ! 

3,14.000 


Provision made for local re. 
quirements. 

The revises! eslimaU' inclu- 
doK Rs^l^OOU to the Young 
'Women s Oliristlan Assotua* 
tlon, Hs. 15,000 to Calcutta 
Orphanage foi Hindus, aud 
Kb. 3Si,lKN» to District Ohari. 
tai)le Society foi construction 
of buildings. 


The increase in tlie leviseil is 
for larger expenditure under 
supplucs and services, and 
contingencies of Cireuii-ITouse 
and on Khodda eslaijlishin* nt. 

Estimata includes Ks. 25,oii0for 
Mr. Ravage’s deputation to 
village chuukidan Murk and 
Rh. 4 /(t(H) lor the soieotion 
and dostructlon of records. 

E.sti mates baseu on average 
actuals of the lost three 
years excluding special iuuus. 
The li^reate in actuals m 
100;1>04 wbs due to remission 
of the Uekko loan. 


> Estimates basi^ on the avar* 
S age actuals of tlie liuit three 
years, excluding special 
items. 

Revised based on actuals of the 
first tun months of 1904>05. 


^0. — Railway Revenue Acc*^uni — Subsidized Company's land. 


Land chargt>B of the Bengal Provincial Railway ... 




— Irrigation-^ Major Works — {Working Earpenses) — 


“ -a-- 

T-.;:: - 




— - "in 


Orissa Canals 

M Idnatiore Canal ... 
Hilili Tidal Canals ... 
Bona Canals 

r ::: ::: r 

3,67,837 

1,41,042 

23.806 

4,94.367 

4.01.000 1 

1.67.000 
80,«HK) ] 

5.86.000 1 

8.40.000 

1.40.000 
40,0Oo 

6,00,000 

8.48.000 

1.66.000 
29,000 

• 6,01,000 



Total 

1 

10.17,041 

11,74,000 

1(^20,000 

11,04,000 

Revised based on the actual e** 
penditui'e of nine months of 
1904*('6, while the estimate is 
based on local requiiemeata. 
It includes Bs. 6,88,700 for 
establishment ^0,000 

fur * tools aud plant agatnat 
Rs, 6,81,000 %na Rs. «.ooo. 
respectively, fn the eatlmate 
fur 1904-06. 


i 


at. 



• 


— Irrigation — Me^or Works — {Interest on Debt)—^ 


1905.3 The Bettgal-FiMmeial StaUmeni far 19 pB- 19 &S.^ 

*■ 

U 9 ir-^Mimr Workp and Navigaiifm^ 


fH CBA&GE OP THB PUBLIC WOB.KB 
DEPARTMENT. 

Iruoatiok ▲ho Natioatioh WORSa. 

Wtrkt for ich%ch Capital and Revenue 
Account* are kept. 

^ Capital. 

fVorke »« Progret*. 

Midnapore Canal 


Orifsa O^nala em 

i*ene Canals 

Daniudar 

Karan Canals 

Calcutta and Eastern Canals 


1008-1904. 

1904-1905. 

1905-1908. 

Actuals. 

1 Sanctioned I 
estimate. 

Revised. 

Budget. 

1 • 

i ’ 

4 1 

! & 

1 Rs. 

I 1 

i 

1 

Ra 

Ra 

1 

1 

• • 1 »61 


C.OIH) 

12,000 

... 1 40,754 

17.000 

3S.K50 

41,iK)0 ' 

... 1 ii.«;t4 


a.ooo 

lO.OtK) 

.. i —1.200 




... 1 2.50H 


* i,130 

1 

.. 1 5,24,080 

1 

1..56.000 

2.1»,61<t 

U.it4.000 • 


Ebkaii^. 


rhts IS lor const riirtma pcr- 
njunont outlot* and otiisr 
improvoinents forth'* »’orifrol 
of irriaalion from t bo cmiihI. 
riilNiM for l)i)ilhai canal, distri. 
hiitanuM and pcrumiiotit out 
lots 

Phis fHitiiiintt* iiichulos 
Rm l.At.UiH) for the . Hrml 
iN'twoeii l)hMpi>u and Itnitiiii)- 
ghalts, R*. Mt tHto lor 
Madunpur iihtl route htid 
Rs. tor conutriictinic 

shods in the now cut 
Tho reTisod estiniatc pro^ idi s 
only tor the t/kd route 


• Total Capital 

5,78,SW} 

I 1,72,000 

1 2,tW,O80 

8,87,000 

Rbvbnuk. 



1 


Orissa ('oast Canal 

Baraii Canala 

Calcutta and Eastern Canals 

03,206 

4,33« 

2,03,128 

60,000 

4.0<M) 

2,77,000 

1 4*;,t)(»o 

1 2,2<H1 

1 3,44,785 

III 

M 

'xotal Revenue 

1 c,;ii>,67o 

3,»i,(>yo 

! .3.03.075 

3.50,000 

Total Works for which Capital and Revenue 
aecuunts are kept 

I O.OO.tkBi 

5,03.000 

1 j 

«..5r.,ici 

0,40,000 


Werke for which only Revenue Accounts are kept. 

Works ih Proubkbh. * 

Nadia Rivers 

Daigbatta and Buxi Khals 

Total Works for which only Revenue acoounts 
are kept j 


Workt/ur whtch neither Capital nor Revenue 
Account* are kept. 

Works i» Pboohbbb. 

Eden Canal 

Teur oi Midnapcre Canal 
Improvement NoviKsaide channels — 

Ganges river 

guiprcane irrigation by pumping at Otter ... 

Total Works for*which neither Capital nor 
Revenue accounts are kept 

Total Irrigation and Navigation Works 

AaBXCTLTURAL AHD DBAIKSOI WORKS. , 
Works for whtch neither Capital nor Revenue 
Account* are kept. 

Works ih Ekoorkbb. 


government embankments and works for the nu- 
provement of Government and escheated estates 
d idnapore iakavi erob^kments under contract 
yandak takavi erobanlnnents under opotract 
iVorks in charge of Civil Otfle-ers 


Total Agricultural 

Total in charge of the Public Works DepsTtmeat ... 

IN CHARGE OF CIVIL OFFICERS. 

BTmbanlciBCnta under the contract system— 
Watabliahimmta 

halarlea and Oontiog encies ... . 

laigitciiaace charges of the Howrah and Rajapur 


Add^VcT rounding 
Total Id chargo of the Civil Department 
Gravxi Tutax, 


^05,60(1 
" 1,200 

1,16,775 ' 

1 tt.682 1 

1 .‘)ri,70f» 

1,23,357 

i" 

1 

1 

1 

j r 35.517 

I 1 10,81(1 

)• 80,800 

< 

1 

j 48.448 

J 

1 10.000 

80,300 

1.05.462 

6,}M>,ooO 

H.gO.UOO 

^ 6,81,000 

8.SO.OOO 

1 

1 

6.81,000 

8,90.000 

13,81.000 ! 

18,15,000 

! 

1,46Z 


146 

“j r 

> 5.000 < 

3.276 

J 1 

124 


t.UOO 

8,000 "" 

11.85,000 

18.S0,9M 


ll,63,0fH> The budget irfludes Gov. 

etnnient contrifiution of 
Kh for thi Msgrahat 

drainage scheme. The re- 
vised iwlimaie, inrludes Rs. 

tor the Slime purpose. 
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U5. — Oiml Works^ ' 


- - 


1904.1P06. 

1905-1906. 

MBAoe. 

AntnalB. 

SaAotioned 

•stimate. 

BeTised. 

Budget. 

T • 

B 

s 1 


6 

IH CHABAIBOV TJiB PUBLIC ^OBKB 
Dbpakxxbbt. 

Ms. 

&s. 

Ms. 

Ks. 

Original fForks. 





Civil Buildmgs { No?comroonoed ... 

(Aimrouiiltatlons ««• ^ Not'coxumenoed 

Misuellaneous Public Im- f In pnigress 

provementB. iNol oomroenoed ... 

} .45k26.SGl 
j 2.79.«B« 
j fNi.780 

( 13,84,000 
i 7.66.800 
< 2,84,700 

1 35.000 
( 5.000 

i ,10.000 

] ^41.000 
} 2.77,000 

j 15,000 

< 13,73,900 

1 14,36.600 
( 2.60.600 

1 t 99.000 

|{ 85,000 

Total 

49.08,78» 

24.85,000 

33,83.000 

31.20.000 

jKepairs. 





Oiv*l Buildings 

Communications 

Misc«»Uaneous. Public Imptovements 

5,80,620 

y,»8,719 

84,593 

5.70.000 

9.23.000 

1.07.000 

6.76.000 

8.07.000 

1.07.000 

5.48.000 

8.56.000 

1.07.000 

Total 

16,43.832 

16.00,000 

15.40.000 

16,08,000 

£s 1 w.blifihnient 

Tools and Plant - 

Ktook and Suspense 

9.34,677 

47.101 

—80,320 j 

8.61,781 

1 33.219 

1 ... . 

9,38,000 

33.000 

86.000 

9,77.860 

37.110 

Total in charge of PubUo Works Department 

74^073 

49,70,000 

59.39,000 

56,48.004) 

In CHABOB 0» TUB ClTlL DBPARTXBKT. 



‘1 


Kerry charges 

,, refunds - ••• 

Ktaging hungulaws 

CouTrilinl'iousIn'aid of Bacludad Locni Funds and 
MunicipaUties 

7,201 

29.871 

lo.aol 

22* 

1.18,502 

9,000 

.37,000 

12,700 

1.300 

2,40.000 

j 87,000 

13,000 

1,60,000 

f 8,3.50 

(. 28.000 

12,948 
1,150 

6.50.000 

Improvements in the Port of Ulifttagong ... ... 

h^eserve tor Police and Jail buildings and other 
purposes 

d 

12,60,000 

75,000 

4,31,000 

14,51,000 

Deduct lor rounding 
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'lotal m cliarge of Civil Department 

1.66,189 

15.60,000 

2,85,000 

26,82,000 

Gkamii Total 

70,05.263 

65,20,000 

62,24,000 

82,30,000 


^jVMAaKfl. 


The rlpcrease in reriged in clur 
chiefly to the non-utiliiiatLap 
oJ the provision made 

for gntutM to Otticuttft Cor- 
poration and Nadia Muniei- 
pahty and other purjMwiei*, 
1 he mcrease iu the midget i» 
for additional provimnn for 
H|>eoinl grants for hospitals, 
water.works and drainage in 
municipal areas. 


Tho absence of any provision in 
the revised la due to the 
rr*ndjiistment of the grsn 
under appropriate beads. 


ConiribuiioHH fnmi i*rov%ncial to Local. 


[The thouHamls.] 


llBAUtl. 


Land Brf>iveaue 


VrovinoialJtLates 

J'ost-ofttco 

Genera 1 , Adminietraiion. . . 
Police 

Kilucatlon 

Metiieal 

beientitlc and other Minor 
Departments 
i^tationery and Pnntiog 
CiTil >ft’orks 


.Mbtoellaneo ns 


Total 

Net 


1 

jACTUALS, 

I 

jKoocipts. 

1903-1904. 


I!i04-I905 


HDDOBT. 

1905-1906 

Bui 

lOBT. 

Charges. 

Kbvihbo. 

Charges. 

Receipts. 

K44rcipt8 

Charges. 

Receipts. 

Charges. 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

lie. 

Ks. 

Bs. 

Hs. 

JU. 

Us. 

Ms. 

its. 


26 


10 


28 


20 




1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


12 


12 


18 

... 

12 

■ 4,33 

24 

” 4.33 

24 

4,3.3 

*45 

4 . 3.3 

24 

27 

16,68 

27 

16,61 

27 

16,68 

27 

16,64 


4 


9 


" 


7 


6 


IS 


10 


10 


18 


18 


18 


IS 

” 2.94 

9,71 

‘ 2,94 

5.25 

t 

3,00 

1 

'^94 

93,07 


10 


3 


10 1 


3 

I 7,64 

^^37,40 

7.54 

22,83 

7,64 

*1,4^ 

7^54 

40.67 

19.^ 

.16^ 

13.87 

33.13 


Rsmarkb. 


10 


Keviaed includes largar 
grants for improve- 
ments in theSonthai 
ParBAoas. 


I The budget Anclodes 
the additional grant 
j of I2i li^bs tMUlc> 

I Doned by vie Gorem- 
1 mentoflndia. 


The GounciL was. then. adjourned to Friday, the Slat March, 1905. 
.Gaicotta.; ADAMI, 


of the Sroceedin^s of the Council of the Lieutenant- Governor of Bmtgaly 
auemhled under the provisions of the Indian Councils ActSj 1861 and 1892^ 

The Council met in the Council Chamber on Friday, the 31st March, 
905, at 11 A.M* 

llrcBrnt : 

The Hon’ble Sib Andrew Fraser, k.c.s.i., Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
presiding. 

^Tho Hon’ble Mr. L. Hare, c.i.e. 

The Hon^ble Mr. K. G. Gupta. 

The Hon’ble Mr. B. L. Gupta. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. W. Collin. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. W. Carlyle, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. A. Inglis. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. P. Shirres. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. W. C. Carnduff, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Me. R. T. Qeeer, c.s.i. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh, m.a., b.i.. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Babu Saligbam Singh. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. F. Labmour. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. A. Apcar. 

The Hon’blo Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 

The Hon’ble Mb. J. Chaudhubi, m«a. 

The Hon’ble Abir EIadr Saitid Wasif Ali Mirza of Morshii^Bbad, 

The Hon’ble Raja Ba& Bshabi Kapob, cji.x. 
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[^Baiu Bhupendra Nath Bdtsu / Mr. Shir^es^ 

QyEST^IONS AND ANSWERS. 

THE MANICKNAGAR GHAT ROAD. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu said: — 

{a) With reference to the replies given to Questions Y {S) and (^) 
the Meeting of this Council held on 17th December, 1904, will the Governm 
be pleased to lay on the table the orders of Sir John Woodburn’s Government 
rescinding the resolution of the Municipal Commissioners of Bhadreswar 
making over the Manicknagar GhA,t Road to Messrs. Thomas DufiE & Cb. in 
February, 1900, and also the opinion of the Legal Advisers to the Government 
in the matter ? 

(Z>) Will the Government bo pleased to state if Messrs. Thomas Duff & 
Co., in their letter dated the 4th December, 1903, to thd Government f 
proposed that either of the two alternative roads, e.y., the Manicknagar Gh^t 
Road or the Paikparah Gh^Sit Road, will suit their purpose ? Is it not a fact 
that the lands on both sides of both these roads belong to Messrs. Thomas 
Duff & Co.? 

{c) In the Government Resoluiion dated the 17th September, 1904, 
paragraph 4, it is stated that, if the Manicknagar Gh^t Road was not given up 
to Messrs. Thomas Duff & Co., the use of the road by the employ(iS of the 
Company who have lands on both sides of the road would entirely destroy the 
privacy of the road and make it unsuitable for its present purpose of access to 
and from the river for bathing purposes. Would not the same inconvenience 
arise with regard to the Paikpara Road, which leads to the river and the land on 
both sides of which also belong to the Company ? 

{d) la it not the fact tliat the people of Bhadreswar and its neighbourhood 
attach special importance to the Manicknagar Ghfit Road, which leads to an 
ancient ghat held in great sanctity by the people and largely used by them, 
specially on Hindu bathing days and on occasions of other Hindu ceremonials ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Shirres replied : — 

^'Sir, — The following are the replies to the questions asked by the Hon’ble 
Member : — 

(a) A copy of the letter containing the orders of the late Sir John 
Woodburn has been laid on the table. The legal opinion referred 
to was given on an unofficial reference and forms part of a 
succession of office notes. It is not usual to lay such papers on 
the table, and the Lieutenant-Governor sees no reason to depart 
Irom the usual procedure in the present case. 

{h) In the letter referred to Messrs. Duff & (5o, said that the closing 
of one of these roads, preferably the Manicknagar Ghat 
Road, would enable the Company to lay out a more complete 
compound, but the offer which Messrs. Duff & Co. made 
related only to the Manicknagar Gh^t Road. 

(c) The answer to this question is in the affirmative. 

{d) It is reported that people of Bhadreswar do not attach more 
importance to the Manicknagar Gh5.t than to the neighbouring 
gh^ts known as Paikpara Gh&c and Mukdam Baksh’s Gh^t which 
are equally used by the people on Hindu bathing days and on 
occasions of Hindu ceremonials. It is also said that no special 
importance attaches to the Manicknagar Gb&t Road by the 
reason of the fact that it leads to Manidcnagar Ghat.” ^ 

Letter referred to in the above atiewer. 

No. 60T.-M., dated Calcutta, the 30th April, 1900." 

From — H. L. Stephenson, Esq., i.c.s., Under-Seoretary to the Government o{ 

. Ben^, Municipal Department ^ 

To — ^The Commissioner of the Burdwah DivisioB. 

Wtth reference to the correspondence ending, with your letter No* 298M., 
dated the lOth — 17th April, 1900, I am directed to say tbaty undmr section ^ of 
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th4 Ben^ Municipal Act, 1884, Government confirms the order of the Magistrate 
of Hoogly, dated the Ist March, 1900, suspending as being in excess of their 
powers the execution of the resolution of the Commissioners of the Bhadreswar 
Mllnicipality, passed at their special meeting held on the 1 1th February, 1900, 
*vith reference to the petition of Messrs. T. Duff & Co., regarding the diversion 
c!f the Manicknagar Ghtlt Road, and directs that tlie said orders continue 
in force without moditication permanently. 


THE CASE OP ARZOON KHAN. 

The Hoii’ble Babu Bhupendra Natii Basu asked : — 

(a) Has ^ the attention of the Government boon drawn to a para- 
graph that appeared in the Amrita Bazar Patrilca^ dated 28th P'ebruary, 
1905, in which Mr. Carey, the District Magistrate of liooghly, is said to have 
called for of his own accord the records of the case of one Arzoou Khan, an 
under-trial prisoner, from the Joint-Magistrate of Soramporo, and decided the 
same himself and made the complainant, one Nassir, pay Rs. 18 for the 
expenses of the accused ? 

(^) Does the Government think the aforesaid action of the District 
Mcfgistrate is justified ? 

The Hon’blc Mr. Carndufp replied : — 

^SSir: The facts appear to be those. Arzoon Khan was a youth who, 
having been induced to come to Hoogidy from Peshawar by his former master, 
the person referred to as Nassir, de'sirod to return and applied to Nassir ft)r 
money to enable him to do so. I'ho application was refused; and therciupoii 
Arzoon stole the property of a third person, bought a railway ticket and went 
to Peshawar, whence he wjas brought back under arrest on a warrant issued at 
the instance of the owner of the propei*ty stolen. The District Magistrate 
ascertained these facts in the course of an otHcial visit to the iail, withdrew 
the case, which he thought a particularly hard one, from the tile of the Joint- 
Magistrate to his own, and, after convicting the accused, verbally directed, not 
the complainant, as the Ilon’ble Member thinks, but Nassir, whom he regarded 
as responsible for all that had happened, to pay the accused's oxpunsos home. 
This direction, which was not a judicial order and could not have been 
enforced, was promptly complied with. 

“ Undeij the law, a District Magistrate is competent to transfer, if ho thinks 
fit, any case to his own file from that of a Hubordinate Magistrate, and it is 
not for the Government to consider whetlier or not Mr. Carey exorcised his 
discretion properly in this instance. For the rest, tho Lieutenant-Governor 
thinks that Mr. Carey’s action, though hardly discreet, was obviously 
prompted by the best of motives, and His Honour observes that tho man 
Nassir apparently acquiesced in Mr. Carey’s view of bis duty to tho boy.” 

THE CHANNEL THROUGH THE BTL BETWEEN THE MADHUMaTI AND KUMAR 
Axxr. rivers. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Babu asked : — 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on tho table a report of the 
work done during the last five years, with tho amount of money spent in each 
year in connection with the opening of the Bil route between the Madhumati 
and ^the Kumar in the district of Faridpur, and state in how many years 
more the work is likely to be completed, and also wfjother it is intended 
to make the canal under construction navigable in all seasons of the year ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Inglis replied 

‘^Sir: Work was commenced on a channel through the Bit between 
tiio Madhumati and Kumar rivers in March, 1900* Fach year since ttien tho 
channel has been improved during the dry season. A little over eleven lakhs of 
rupees have been spent in all. The channel is now effective for steamers and 
boSTat the season when the rivers are high. It is intended to deepen the 
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channel so fhat it may be efiBective throughout the year. This may probably 
take three years to carry out, as it is necessary to procure from England , 
dredging plant of a special design.” 

THE MOHSIN FUNDS. 

The Ilon’ble Babu Bhupendba Nath Basu asked : — 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to lay on tlie table a statement 
shewing the distribution of the Molisiii Funds under the following heads : — 

(/) Allotments for Madraasa education (the expenditure of each Madrassa 
being shown separately). 

(ii) Allotments for College education, including Collegiate schools. 

(Hi) Allotments for making up the short-fees allowed to the Muhammadan 
students in Government and private schools. * • 

(iv) Allotments for salaries of the Persian teachers and the Arabic 
Professors employed in Government and private schools and 
colleges. 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to frame rules prohibiting the indis- 
criminate award of the Mohsin Fund aids to Muhammadan students, rich or poor, 
meritorious or otherwise, and providing for a more judicious distribution, so 
that only deserving poor Moslem students may receive the benefit of the Fund? 

The Hon’ble Mk. Carnduff replied: — 

‘^Sir, — I lay on the table a statement giving the information asked for by 
the Ilon’blc Member. 

^‘Allotments from the Fund are placed at the disposal of the Principals of 
Colleges, the Head Masters of Schools or the Secretaries of Associations managing 
Muhammadan educational institutions, as the casq may be, and to these 
authorities is left the distribution of aid toward)^ the education of deserving, 
but poor, Muhammadan youths. No instances of the injudicious application of 
the moneys so distributed have come to the notice of the Director of Public 
Instruction or the Government of Bengal.” 


Statement referred to in the above answer. 

Budget ebtimates ron— 


Head of Chabobs. 


(1) Allotments for Madrasahs — 

Managed by Government — 

1902-1U03. 

Rs. 

1903-1904. 

Rs. 

1004-190r.. 

Rs. 

(}) Hooghly Madrasah 

5,06a 

5,408 

5,408 

(•/) Daooa „ 

13,898 

14,438 

16,250 

(ill) Chittagong „ 

10,604 

10,800 

11,212 

(ir) Itajshahi „ 

3,416 

3,416 

3,662 

Total for Government Madrasahs 

8-2, 986(a) 

34,062(fc) 

36, 432(c) 

Sylhet and other unaided Madrasahs... 

(2) Allotments for ooUege education, includ- 

2,200 

2,238 

2,018 

ing collegiate schools (soholarships) ... 
(3) Allotments for making up the short fees 
allowed to the M^ammadan students 

8,622 

8,622 

8,622 

in Government and private schools* ... 
(4) Allotments for salaries of the Persian 
Teachers emd the Arabic Professors 
employed in Government and private 

13,350 

13,260 

10,150 

schools and ooUeges ••• 


e • • 


(6) Miscellaneous ... ... 

200 

• 

... 


(а) Exolimive of tho increase mads by Gerernroent of Rs. 90 for the pay of a teacher in Cbitt&gona Madrasah. 

(б) In sanctiCninff the GoTernment paseed Rs. 32,000, including miscoUaneoua chargres. 

(c) Exclusive of the increase made by Ooremmeot of Rs. 350 for Sitapur Madrasah and for misceilaoeous charges. 

* Short fees in Collef 2 :oB«~ Rs. 

190a<03 6,970 

1903*04 ... 6,600 

1904-05 ^4. 6,600 

Sdort fees are oo lon^r to be debited to the Mefaflia Fond on aoeount of Ooverumeat Cofleeea in aocordanee i 
the orders of ths Ao4)oiiataat*GeBeral, Bengal, No, 930T.-M., d^ted 6tb Decenber, 1876. 
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WAKF ESTATES. 

The Hon’ble Babd Bhhpendra Nath Basu asked : — 


• * («) Is the Government aware of a widespread feelings of dissatisfaction 

and uneasiness amongst the Muhammadans of Bengal, owing to the danger 
with which their religious, charitable and educational institutions have been 
ths^atened by th^ recent Privy Council and High Court rulings on the subject 
of wakfs ? 

(b) Is the Government aware that in many instances Mutwalloes are 
treatihg tvakf properties as personal properties to the great prejudice of wakf 
institutions, and that monies have been raised in a large number of cases on 
the security of wakf estates ? 


(c) Is the Government aware that numerous educational institutions, such 
es Madrassas •tind Mukhtabs, which were the principal moans of imj>arting 
primary education to Muhammadan boys and were maintained out of the 
income of estates, are now fulling into decay or being abolished ? 

(^d) In view of the circumstances above referred to, and having regard to 
the backward condition of education amongst the Muhammadans and the 
solicitude which the Government has always boon pleased to show towards tlie 
Muhammadan community in matters of Education, will tlie Government be 
pleaded to appoint a Committee, consisting of a European 1 ^resident and 
two Muhammadan menibcTs, for the purpose of making the following 
inquiries, vis , — 

(i) to ascertain the extent to which the recent rulings of tho Privy 
Council and the High Court have affected J^luhammadan educa- 
tional institutions ; 

(n) to asecirtain what funds are still available for tliesc' institutions; 

(m) to consider whether a special officer of the Education Department 
should not be*deputed to inspect and supervise the Aladrassas 
and Alukhtabs now being maiiitainod out of what are unquestion- 
ably wa/c/ funds and not falling within the scope of the rulings 
above referred to ; and 

(iv) to consider if any special logislatioh is necessary to protect and 
preserve such funds and carry out the objects of the original 
endowments. 


The Hon’blc AIr. Carnduff replied : — 

— In 1894, and again in 1899, the Government was approached by 
the Central j5luhamiiiadan Association on the subject of the judicial rulings 
referred to by the Hon’ble Alember. On each occasi(m the memorial submitted 
was considered by both the Government of India and the Government of 
Bengal, and on the second thd Association was informed that a proposal for thci 
settlement in perpetuity of Muhammadan property under the name of wakf 
could not be favourably entertained. The highest judicial authority, namely, 
the Privy Council, has held that Afuharamadan law itself does not countenance 
the extension** of the doctrine of toakf so as to admit of the creation of such 
perpetuities ; and an alteration of the law which would enable every Muham- 
madan to settle his property in the manner proposed would be contrary to tho 
general policy of the Government and, in the opinion of the Government, 
unsuited to the conditions of the country. The Settled Estates Act, which was 
passed by this Council two years ago, goes as far in the direction of providing 
tor family settlements as is thought safe. 

By the receipt of the two memorials mentioned above the Government 
of Bengal has been made aware that it is contended among Muhammadans that 
the decisions of the High Court and the Privy Council are not in consonance 
with the Aluhammadan law. But the Lieutenant-Governor has perceived no 
other indication of the existence of the widespre ad feeling of aissatisfaction 
and uneasiness, or of the disastrous consequences, alluded to by the Hon’ble 
Member; and, in the circumstances, His Honour is not prepared to take any 
such action as is now suggested.” 
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[^Bahu Bhupendra Nath Basu; Mr, Carlyle; Bobu Ambika Charan Mcmandar ; * 

Mr, 8hirres,~] 

SUB-DEPUTY COLLECTOES. 

The Hon’ble Babd Bhupendra Nath Basu asked: — 

Will the Government be pleased to state what has been done to 
improve the prospects of Sub^Deputv Collectors for whom a sum of Rs. 70,^0 
was provided for in the Budget for the current oihcial year ? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied: — 

“ Sir, — A letter was received this month from the Government of India 
sanctioning the following alterations in the Subordinate Civil Service : — 

1. The total number of Sub-Deputy Collectors has been increased from 

104 to 225. - o . 

2. The service has been graded so as to provide regular promotions from 
grade xo grade. 

3. A new grade, consisting of 11 appointments on Rs. 250, has been 
created, which will enable Government to reward the services of Sub-Deputy 
Collectors who have worked satisfactorily, but who are not fit for promotion to 
the Provincial Service. 

4. Sub-Deputy Collectors are to be allowed to count temporary services 
towards leave and pension from the date on which the three following condi- 
tions are fulfilled 

(1) Two years’ continuous temporary service as Sub-Deputy Collector. 

(2) The passing of departmental examinations. 

(3) I'he attainment of the age of 20 years.” 

CIVIL SURGEONCIES FOR ASSISTANT SURGEONS. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar asked: — 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact, as stated 
in the Bengalee of the 18th March, 1905, that, although the Government of India, 
Home Department Resolution Nos. 1084-93, dated the 22nd June, 1899, 
distinctly laid down that seven Civil Surgeoncies should be reserved for Assist- 
ant Surgeons, only four such appointments have actually been granted to them 
since 1898, and that thus, not only has the Government of India Resolution 
Nos. 1141-50, dated the 22nd August, 1898, which provided for five such 
reserved appointments, been not fully carried out, but that the Resolution of 
1899, above referred to, has been practically ignored ? 

If the above facts be correct, will the Government be further pleased to 
state when the remaining three appointments are likely to be thrown open to 
Assistant Surgeons? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. Shirres replied : — 

‘‘ Sir, — In the Resolution of the Government of India, No. 1084*93, dated 
the 22nd June, 1899, it was laid down that seven Civil Surgeoncies in Bengal 
should be reserved to Civil Assistant Surgeons. It was however at the same 
time stated that the complete arrangement could not be made at once, but that 
as occasion offered the districts would be placed in charge of Civil ABsistant 
Surgeons until the maximum number was reached. The appointp»ents which 
will ultimately be given to Civil Assistant Surgeons are at present held by 
Uncovenanted Medical Officers, and cannot bo given until those officers retire 
from Government service. There are six Uncovenanted Medical Officers 
holding districts in Bengal, of whom one will attain the age of 55 years in 
October, 1910, one in September, 1913, one in February, 1915, two in 1917 and 
one in 1923. Some of the vacancies which occur must however be given to 
Military Assistant Surgeons for whom appointments must also, under the orders 
of the Government of India, be reserved. It is improbable therefore that the 
remaining three appointments will be thrown open to Assistant Surgeons for 
fsome years.” 
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THE SAMBHCJ NATH PANDIT HOSPITAL. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Chakan Maziimdab asked : — 

(a) Has the attention of the Government been called to a series of 
articles which appeared in the Hitabadi newspaper of the 4th» llth, 18th and 
25^ November, the 2nd and 16th December, 1904, and the 27th January, 1905, 
alleging serious mismanagement of the Sambhu Nath Pandit Hospital at 
Bhowanipur and bringing forward grave charges against the Resident Surgeon 
attached to tlie said hospital? Will the Government be pleased to in(}uire 
whether the complaints and allegations made by the nurses, matrons and 
patients of the hospital, as reported in the said paper of the 4th, 18th and 25th 
November, the 2nd December, 1904, and the 27th January, 1905, have any 
foundation in Jact ? And, if so, what action has been taken on them by the 
Inspector-General of Civil Hosjutals ? 

{h) Will the Government, in view of the importance of this hospital and 
in the interest of the public, be further pleased to place the institution on an 
efficient and satisfactory basis so as to make it thoroughly popular among the 
subarban population ? 

,Tho Hon’ble Mr. Shirres replied : — 

‘^Sir, — In the first half of December the fact that certain statements had 
been made and repeated regarding the Resident Surgeon of the Sambhu Nath 
Pundit Hospital at Bhowanipur attracted the notice <»f Government. It was 
ascertained that the allegations in question wore either wholly unfounded or 
grossly exaggerated. Tlie Resident Surgeon was specially recommended for 
the appointment by Major Bird, who was thoroughly satisfied with his work as 
Resident Surgeon, and Major Harold Browne, who has succeeded Major Bird, is 
equally well satisfied. The Dieutenant-Governor does not consider it necessary 
to direct any further enquiry to be made into the matter. 

‘‘ With reference to the latter part of the question, the following figures 
show that the popularity of the institution is not declining. J’he number of 
indoor patients in each of the five years beginning with 1900 and ending with 
1904 was 1,135, 1,225, 1,269, 1,183, and 1,757; the number of outdoor patients 
was 18,973, 18,978, 19,767, 19,833 and 22,981; and the number of operations 
was 2,207, 2,449, 2,336, 2,609, and 3,648. The hospital is doing excellent 
work; and its increasing popularity is manifest.” 


THE BENGAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1905-1906. 

ic * 

The Hon’ble Raja B^.^Behari Kapur said: — ‘‘Your Honour, the financial 
year which closes* to-day has been a most extraordinary year. At the 
commencement we had a very good rainfall which induced most cultivators to 
bring a larger af^a than usual under cultivation. The crops throve well and 
were full of promise, but from the close of September there was no rain to 
speak of in many places, and for want of rain in October the greater portion of 
the standing crop withered away. Wherever water was available for the 
purpose of irrigation, both tenants and zamindars availed themselves of it for 
saving as much crop as possible, but in many places the crop was destroyed, 
and where it was partly saved the paddy was husky, i.tf., the number of 
barren grains was very large. Out of about 240 paddy grains ordinarily con- 
stained in a stalk of paddy no less than 40 were mere husks. In many fields 
the tenant did not care to harvest the paddy at all, as he did not think it worth 
his labour to bring home the stunted stalks that would make bod straw. 
This was very disappointing to both tenants and zamindars who had to clear 
jip all arrears with the help of full crops. Then again, Sir, we Lad a most 
unusually cold weather, and cold- weather crops wore more or less blighted by 
frost, and that is why some short collection was made in February last as 
mentioned by the Hon’ble the Financial Secretary. 
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‘n3earin^ all thene facts in mind the Budget Statement which is before 
tlie Council must be pronounced to be excellent, and I must therefore congratu- 
late Your Honour and the Financial Secretary on such a good Budget even in. 
a year of s}ioi*t crops and deficient collection. The Budget is clear and simple^ 
and at the same time it supplies all the details required to make a Budget com- 
prehensive. It is very fortunate that wo live in a province* which can so far 
stand sliort ^old and partial scarcity as to enable its Ruler to pass an aver/ge 
Prosperity Budget. 

I have no desire to take the time of the Council by discussing the 
Budget allotments in detail as 1 do not think it at all necessary. 

‘‘ I should, Sir, however, like very much to know whether the special 
grant of Rs. 12,00,000, made by the Imperial Government for the improvement 
c)f the subordinate staff of the Police Force, would be sufficient to carry out 
the three objects to which His Excellency the Viceroy has been pleased to 
give preference, namely, tlie ro- organization of the Military Police Force 
of the iVovince. the increase of pay to the constables and head constables 
and the re-organization of the Sub-Inspectorships, I should be very glad 
to know if the sum required by your Government for these classes of policemen 
(^an bo easily supplied, and how much of it will be met from the special grant. 
If it falls short by a reasonable sum and if it can be met from our savings in 
any way, I venture to sugg(*st that the required amount be made available 
from the provincial funds. In j>revious years a certain sum was successively 
provided for in the Budget for this very object ; but as the Resolution on the 
Police Comniission report was not out and the decisirm of the Government of 
India was not known, your Government was unable to use the amount for the 
purpose. 

“ I should like to say a few words about the hospitals ft)r paying 
patients. It is njost gratifying to find that a sum of Rs. 2,00,000 has been pro- 
vided for the construction of ‘ paying patients’ block’ in the General Hospital. 
This, Sir, I am sure would remove a great want in this ever-increasing metro- 
polis. In this connection, Sir, I beg leave to suggest that next year a certain 
Slim may be made available for the construction of a ‘ paying patients’ 
hospital’ for Indian middle class gentlemen. I need hardly assure Your 
Honour that there is actually a great need for some such hospital. The hospital 
should be built and equipped in the modern style. There arc the Ma^^o 
Hospital and a few others, but they do not, I have been informed, meet the 
requirements of the people nor are they sufficient for the ever-im^reasing 
demand. Of course it is known to ..Your Honour that those who utilize these 
ho8i)ital beds are mostly Mufassal patients wlio come to Calcutta for treatment 
and cannot afford to take a house and })ay for tlie best medical aid. Most of 
these people who want to bo accommodated in the hospitals cannot get in 
owing to the limited number of proper hospitals. 

In this connection I must be excused for i ioning that there is some 
accommodation in the Medh^al College Hospital and the (Jampbell Hospital, but 
patients, I am informed, do not care to go in there if they can help it. The 
reason ascribed is tins: — Both those places are rather teaching institutions than 
hospitals. The treatment of diseases is utilised for the purposes of instruction, 
and difficult and complicated cases serve to illustrate text-books and lectures 
in a manner extremely distasteful to the patients. I have nothing to urge 
against the working of these most useful hospitals, but I say that the remarks 
on the nature of diagnosis and prognoses of cases made by the Professors for 
the benefit of their pupils often prove painful, if not injurious, to the English- 
knowing patients. For this reason the indoor patients’ wards in these two 
places are not very popular among educated people. Therefore I humbly* 
request Your Honour that if funds be available, lour Honour might be pleased 
to have a separate ‘ paying patients’ block’ built for Indian patients. This, I 
am sure, Sir, will meet a real want. 

“We have a provision of Rs« 70,000 under head * Medical ’* for meeting 
the expenses during the prevalence of plague. The way the plague is increa|- 
ing ana spreading in many districts in Bengal, and is, I am afraid, Sir, likev 
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to affect the whole country, I think a certain additional sum of money should 
be set apart to enable us to fight the enemy all along its line of march. 

^‘Lastly, Sir, I wish to bring to the notice of Your Honour and the 
Honn[>le Members of this Council that wo should bo prepared to meet the 
partial scarcity '^jhich we are going to have for the short crop and failure of 
crops in some places, especially in parts of the districts of Burdwan and 
Bankura, though the District Boards now pay for the charitable relief and find 
funds to provide work for the relief of the people and though they are pre- 
pared* to spend as much as they can on this most necessary head, yet. Sir, funds 
at their disposal being of a limited character, should be supplemented from the 
provincial grants to enable them to carry out most useful works at times. 
Therefore, Sir, I venture to propose that a certain sum out of the surplus 
might,* with advantage, be set apart to help the most needy districts. It is 
not my intention to start a scarcity in any way, I am only advocating that if 
it exists and Your Honour is satisfied that help is needed, we should have 
sufficient funds to proffer help to the districts that are in need of such help 
from the Government 

The Hon^ble Asif Kadb Saiyid Wasif Ali Mirza, of Murshidabad, said 
I do not profess to claim any special knowledge of matters financial ; still, 
witl^Your Honour’s permission, I beg to offer a few remarks regarding the 
Financial Statement tor the year 1905-06. 

I desire, in the first place, to offer my sincere congratulations to the Govern- 
ment for what I may call the prosperity budget of the year to come. The 
closing balance of the current year, bei\^g Rs. 1,24,86,000, represents the open- 
ing balance of the next year, 1905-06. From different sources, the budget 
estimate contemplates receipts aggregating Ks. 5,64,83,000 ; and out of the 
total amount of Rs. 6,89,10,000, it is proposed to spend Rs. 6,66,70,000, leaving 
a closing balance of Rs. 82,49,000. 1 feel grateful and highly appreciate the 

laudable desire of the Government to spend not only the whole of the expected 
revenue from different sources during the year, but also a further sum of 
Rs. 42,37,000 out of tho opening balance. This generous intention, I have no 
doubt, will be duly appreciated by tho public. 

A study of the different items of expenditure, as provided in the budget, 
ought undoubtedly to convince any one, as it has convinced mo, of the anxiety 
which has been shown in taking into consideration all the matters which fall 
within the scope of administration. Very groat care has boon taken to make 
allotments prof)ortionate to the magnitude and importance of the works. 1 should 
like to make a few observations with regard to some items of expenditure. 

It is an admitted fact that great ravages are being caused by Malaria, and 
I venture to think that there would be no violation of truth, if I stiy that Malaria 
is annually taking away a larger number of lives than tho plague. Malaria has 
got a firm footing 4n many districts of Bengal, and it is highly desirable that 
Government should adopt more effective measures for stamping out Malaria. 1 
am fully alive fothe fact that Government has caused enquiries to be made from 
time to time by experts and specialists at considc'rablo expense. Tho preven- 
tive and remedial measures wliich have been adopted by Government do not, in 
my humble opinion, appear to have been sufficient or adequate. The drainage 
scheme might be successful to a certain extent in riparian areas ; but there can 
hardly be one uniform method for combating with Malaria in different districts 
of the Province. In my humble opinion, larger amounts ought to be allotted 
for this purpose and greater attention to bo paid to this most important 
matter than what has been given to it. It is not for me to make any sugges- 
tions for improving the sanitation and for coping successfully with Malaria, as 
1 am no expert; but in tracts of lands, urban or suburban, fallow or cultivated, 
1 see swamps, marshes, cesspools, stagnant water-sheets, jungles, filth of all sorts, 
, and water, used for drinking, of the most impure nature, I naturally think that 
Malaria is attributable to all these things and that Government should take the 
people into its confidence and ask them to co-operate with it for eradicatiiig 
Makiia from Bengal. 
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am very glad to find that Government has taken into consideration 
the just claim of some ministerial officers whose pay ought to be increased, 
''rhe establishment of the Munsifs is very weak. It is undermanned and* 
tbo officers are ill-paid. It* is to be regretted that though a sum of 
four lakhs of rupees were provided for the improvement of salaries of ^ the 
ministerial officers, the amount was not spent and has been shbwn as a saving, 
owing to the failure to obtain sanction of the schemes before the close of the 
year. I hope and trust that the officers concerued would get the well-deserved 
though long deferred increase in tlie beginning of the year.’^ 

The Hon’ble Mr, Chaudhuri said: — Sir, the firwt point to which I desire 
to draw attention is as to the New System of Financial Settlement that has 
been arrived at between our Provincial Government and the Government of 
India since last year. While it marks in some respects an improvement ovei; 
the system of Quinquennial Contracts between the Provincial and Imperial 
Governments, which it has superseded, yet I doubt very much whether it has 
conferred on us any substantial boon. No doubt, under the new system, we 
are, in theory, entitled to the advantages of any future expansion of our 
Provincial Revenue. 

“ But at the settlement the prospective expansions were so carefully sliced 
oflE by reducing our provincial shares that but for the ever-expanding Stamp«and 
Excise revenues, any prospects of improvement in our Provincial finance would 
be very poor indeed. It gives me a very painful feeling, as it must do to every 
one who has any feeling for this country, to see the Provincial and Imperial 
surpluses swelled by the sale of either justice or of liquor. The expansions 
either in the current or the next )'oar, which may bo put down roundly at 5^ 
lakhs and lakhs respectively, are chiefly attributable to expansion in the 
Stamp and Excise revenues. Of iStamps, the court-fees contribute to the bulk 
of the expansion. Even tliose, who ought to know better, often believe and 
say that this gain to Governmeut proceeds from an innate love of the people for 
litigation or from a natural rise in their prosperity. But either of these sup- 
positions can be shown from facts and figures to be unfounded. Taking the 
English and Indian figures ten years back, the English figures show that one in 
every twenty-four persons is involved in some sort of litigation, while in 
India, it is about one in every 140. This does not show that the Indians are 
inordinately fond of litigation. 

But 1 do not deny that litigation has been on the increase in this coun- 
try. Referring to the figures for lv;03, which was a record year .for litigation 
for those Provinces, the ratio between law suits to population may be put 
down to one in 110 roughly. < >f this increase in litigation the rent-suits may 
bo said to contiibute the bulk, and 99 per vent, of such suits are for arrears of 
rent. This negatives the theory of prosperity. Money and title suits do not 
show any abnormal rise in numbers. Of late years some very heavy title 
suits came to be instituted. Both this and the extraordinary rise in rent-suits 
have contributed to an increase in Stamp revenue. Anyhow, this is not a 
matter for national congratulation, and in that view 1 cannot regard a rise in 
the Stamp revenue from litigation as a sound basis of finance. 

“In 1903 the net surplus to Government from civil litigation in these 
Provinces was Rs. 56,36,566. 1 have not been able to obtain the exact figures 

for the last year, but I may presume from the financial statement that the gains 
from such source in 1904 have been even larger. Sir Edward Law admitted 
the economic soundness of the principle that no profit ought to be made out of 
aduiinistration of iustice, but yet tried to find arguments in justification of 
retaining the surplus. His arguments stand self-condemned, and 1 have no 
desire to deal with them here. As it the scale of court-fees in this country 
is higher than it is in any of the Continental countries of Europe and is almost 
the same as in the United Kingdom. In England the standard of wealth is 
much higher, the judiciary both of the superior and inferior ranks are much 
more highlv paid and so are also the ministerial and other officers. The net 
financial result of the receipts and disbursements on account of litigation in 
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England is a deficit, and not a surplus. But in India, and Bengal speciallyt if 
the administration of justice continues to yield such enormous surpluses, a time 
come when the s(^e of court-fees will require a revision. 

We are very thankful to Government for giving us an Additional High 
C<mrt Judge, and some Short- hand Writers on the Original Side ; for the pro- 
posed additions to the High Court buildings, for the increase in tlio staff of the 
Subordinate Executive and Judicial Services, and for the provision made for 
housing the Munsifs and for the diet money and travelling expenses of wit- 
nesses, for allowances to Jurors and Assessor and for the proposal of improving 
the pay and prospects of Ministerial Officers ; but all these will make little 
difference to the ever-increasing surplus from litigation. A time will come 
when relief n\pst be given to a people who are being ruined from the costs of 
litigation. Contemplating such a contingency I cannot regard the surpluses 
accruing from such sources either as economically sound or morally justifiable. 
As for any prospective expansion of revenue from Excise on liquor and drugs, 
the less said the better. Under the ^ and share assigned to us under Stamps 
and Excise revenues, respectively, our Provincial revenues cannot go on 
swelling ind efinitely, nor is it desirable that it should do so. As for the 
prospects of expansion under other heads of revenue, they are very remote. 

• 

‘‘ The solid foundation of our Provincial revenue lies, however, in the land. 
But ladd is mostly fjermaneiitly settled in these Provinces and that is by no 
means a matter of regret to any class or community. That Bottlement serves 
as a sort of permanent Famine Insurance to our people. The revenue to the 
Government never fails, and it is the trilers of the soil who get the real benefit 
of their labour. 

the Lower Provinces of Bengal, whore the crops are not shared between 
the landlord and the tenant, tlie former’s prospect of any unearned increment is 
very small and very remot(^ indeed under the present conditions of the Tenancy 
Law, and the law need not be mode unnecessarily stringent. For instance, out 
of every bigha of jute-growing land the tenant can get from Rs. 50 to Rs. 100 a 
year, and the landlord would thank himself if lie can get Rs. 2 out of it as 
annual rent. Pieces of land yielding more crops than one often carry much 
lower rent per bigha under the Bengal zamindars. Among the many blessings 
of the Permanent Settlement not the least is, that the Government has never to 
remit any land revenue and has seldom to launch into schernes of famine 
relief on any extensive scale. Land is also not very lightly taxed in Bengal, 
because the Road and the Public Works cesses, the Chaukidari and the l>fik 
taxes all ultimately fall on land. It furnishes all the same the most solid 
and the most substantial source of revenue in these I^rovinces from year’s 
end to year’s end. 

The Government of India have no just cause of grievance against our land 
revenue systeii^ especially having regard to the fact that even in the present 
year of their unprecedented surpluses, they are obliged to budget for a decrease 
under the general head of land revenue which must refer to other Provinces. 
But if the Government of India have no real grievance against us on tifis 
account, we regret that we cannot say as much of them. The Government of 
India have for some time past been appropriating three-fourths of our land 
revenue. The result is, as 1 have shown, that we have to fall back on such 
suicidal sources of revenue as Stamp and Excise for our Provincial surpluses. 
No doubt €he Government of India is now giving us liberal doles. But there 
may be many urgent matters of purely Prbvincial concern, such as sanitation, 
water-supply, etc., for which work may have to be undertaken on a large scale 
and recurring expenditure incurred, but in such matters the Government of 
India, from a distance, may not feel as strongly as we do. 

“ In the present state of our finances the Government of Bengal is ^oatly 
handicapped in taking any initiative, even in matters which mean life and 
death to the people of this Province. The present system of" granting doles 
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may be said to be conducive to the bringing of our Local Government to a 
Htate of complete financial and administrative subserviency to the Government 
of India. This Government would, however, be in a much stronger position* 
if a more substantial share of its land revenue were made over to it and 
some other burdens now reco^'nised as Imperial relieved from its shoul^rs* 

I shall indicate them in their appropriate places. The Fineincial Settlemmt 
between the Provincial and Imperial Governments was arrived at a time wHen 
the latter did not anticipate such unprecedented surpluses. A time may come, 

1 dare say it will come before long, when the Government of India Will be 
disposed to make a more liberal settlement with us, and in view of such 
contingency I have ventured to make the above suggestions. 

But apart from all such contingencies, I shall now deal with questions which 
have long been neglected. It is almost during my lifetime that Bengal has* 
become the hotbed of deadly epidemic diseases. Within my personal recollec- 
rion many flourishing towns and many more prosperous and thriving villages, 
nay, almost the whole of rural Bengal, have fallon into the clutches of death. 
One cannot always rely on personal impressions in such matters. But the last 
Census Report shows that the normal growth of population in Bengal has got 
arrested. Even in Bihar, ordinarily considered as one of the healthiest parts 
of these Provinces, the last Census Report records a woeful tale. In the P«itna 
Division, five out of the seven districts — Patna, Gaya, Shahabad, Saran, 
Champaran — (with the exception of Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga) ail show 
a decline of popluation. On the top of that, plague has taken a firm hold 
of these parts and has been doing havoc even in exceptionally healthy districts 
of Bihar. At the early stage of this linpleasant visitor. Government shared 
the general scare and seemed disposed to spend some money. But since 1902-03, 
although the annual death stood at 62,055, the Government spent only Rs. 72,687 
out of the Provincial funds on this account which was almost half of what was 
spent in the previous year and even less than a fourth of what was spent in 1 900-01 . 
During 1903-04, although an allotment of Rs. 3,70,000 was made on this 
account, only Rs. 60,265 was spent out of the Provincial funds and a saving 
effected of the balance, although the mortality remained almost the same as in 
the previous year. The Calcutta Corporation had to spend much more during the 
last three years than was spent out of Provincial funds by Government during 
the same period. 

^‘The expenditure on this account has, however, been incurred by Govern- 
ment as well as by the Corporation, more in the interest of foreign trade and 
commerce than out of any concern for the people. This is shown by the fact 
that although some of the districts in Bihar, such as Saran, have suffered the 
most, the expenditure there has not been at aU proportionate. But as for 
matters affecting Bihar, I may safely leave them in the able hands of the 
HonMde Babu Saligram Singh. I must admit, however, that plague is not 
to the same extent a preventible disease as many other epidemic diseases, and 
any very large expenditure on its account out of the Provincial funds will 
perhaps not be justifiable. But it may well be assumed all the same that 
with general sanitary improvements this epidemic disease will also abate in 
vigour. So I must make known our gratitude for the assignment in the next 
year’s Budget estimate, of Rs. 1,50,000 for water-supply, hospital and 
drainage, to the Riparian Municipalities — Monghyr, Barisal and Berhampore — 
and a further grant of Rs. 3,60,000 for water-supply, drainage and for special 
work to Municipalities, such as Bhagalpur, Kampur Boalia and Rangpur. 
Let us hope that these grants will be fully and effectively spent and no portion 
of it will be cairied forward to swelFthe surplus of next year. Such grants « 
would have been impossible but for the lump grant of 50 lakhs made to 
us at the Financial Bettlement with the Government of India last year. It is 
a matter of satisfaction to us that a portion of the 20^ lakhs that are going to 
be spent out of it dumg the next year will be spent for such good purposes. • 

But such l^cal or spasmodic expenditure will not make any impression on the 
malarial fever and cholera which are year after year doing greater mvoc amongst 
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our rui'al population in Bengal. The Hon’ble the Municipal Secretary at my inst- 
ance supplied figures to this Council, on the 11th of February last, which showed 
that between 1900 and 1904, fever alone had carried away, roughly speaking, 
frun^ 60,000 to 170,000 souls annually during each of the last four years from 
thewProvinces. •If this does not rouse our moral responsiblity in respect of rural 
Bef^al, I do not know what will, I have said that a normal rise in the population 
in Bengal has got arrested. Nay more. What wore some of the fairest and most 
fiours^ng districts in Bengal when the British Ciovormiieiit took c^vi r (charge of 
these Provinces, have now been laid desolate by fever and cholera and that 
within recent years. Nator, Nadia, Murshidabad, Jossore, Dinajpur record 
fearful mortality from fever. Burdwan has had more than its due siiaro in this 
general holocaust. I had recent occasion to inquire of our Municipal Secretary 
as to how some of the districts and important towns, which had shown a decline 
of popluation at the last Census, have been faring during the last four yt^ars. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Shirres laid a tabular statement on the table which has 
aroused widespread alarm throughout the Province and beyond. The Pioneer^ 
which cannot bo said to share any local predilection or prejudices, was also 
shocked at the figures and described malarial fever as a greater scourge than 
plague. The Sanitary Commissioner to the Government of India in his recent 
report said, a regular campaign should be commenced against malarial fever, and 
thii Fioneer endorsing his views urged that the campaign should not be confined to 
jail centres, but carried to the villages in the interior of Bengal, It is a fact that 
rural Bengal suffers more from this pestilence than big towns in Bengal. 

‘^Thanks to Local Self-Government, in Calcutta and in the head -quarters of 
districts tliis type of fever is kept under greater control than in the interior, PW 
instance Calcutta, through sustained e fforts for a number of years in the past 
for the iiuprovement of it^ drainage and water-supply, has conu^ to record 
almost the lowest figures front this cause compared to the nmfassal towns or 
rural areas. Taking now some of the districts which are the worst sufferers 
from cholera and malarial fever, the figures disclose that tlje fever mortality 
in the head-quarters is much less than in rural areas. For instance, tlie town 
of Jessore which was formerly, perha})S, one of the most unheal tliy spots in 
Bengal, shows in 1904 a death-rate of only 18*'> per milk^ while the district 
L)f Jt'ssore shows 42*4G per millc in the same year. The distiict of Nadia, 
which was considered as one of the healthiesi districts of Bengal, is now 
unfortunately a greater sufferer from cholera and malarial fever than ev<ui 
Jessore. Still, there too the difference in the rate of town and rural mr)rtality 
is also marked. While the mortality in this district was 50 09, 40 78, and 
39’80 per mille in each of the years 1902, 1903 and 1904, the corresponding 
iiortality in Krishnagar town was 37*43, 28*80 and 27 per mille. 

• 

But even the district of Nadia is not the worst sufferer in this respcjct. So 
'ar BB fever mortality goes, Dinajpur has recently beaten Nadia, and Murshidabad 
iiid Chittagong are fresh rivals in the field. Portions of the liajshahi district 
vhich had heretofore escaped notice, disclose also an appalling state of mortality, 
^ator was a flourishing town at the beginning of the British rule, and its 
leighbourhood up and down the river Baral was studded with flourishing 
narkets and villages ; and it is within my personal knowledge that they are 
)eing laid desolate by these fell diseases. I had occasion to visit the Sub-divi- 
ion of Nator only recently, that is, towards the end of the hist year, as a 
nember of a Joint-Committee of the District Boards of Pabna and Rajshahi 
n connection with a drainage schome. A fearful epidemic of cholera was 
aging amongst the rural population at the time, and on the top of that I saw 
he mark of malaria writ large on many a face and physique. But 1 was loth 
o go by personal impressions. So, early this month when I inquired 
bout the state of mortality since the last Census in that Sub-division, the figures 
umished disclosed that the decline in population in the Hub-division had been 
uore than maintained and that the average rate of mortality had exceeded 40 
ter mille in each of the years 1901, 1902 and 1903, till it reached a climax in 
he last year when it closed with the unprecedented figurcj 55*77 per millc. The 
fator Sub-division and the adjoining portion of the Pabna d^trict, of which 
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I urn an inhabitant, are subject to the same conditions of drainage and water- 
Hupply, and 1 can say from personal experience that the same diseases haV^ 
laid waste many flourishing villages and markets in the Pabna district. 

‘‘ I believe I have now furnished suflBciont facts and figures selected 
wide areas, to convince the Government of the urgent necessity of adopnng 
adequate measures for arresting the shocking state of sufEering and 
mortality amongst the rural population of Bengal. I have laid stress the 
facts and figures of the Nadia, Jessore, Rajshahi, and Pabna districts, because 
I am more intimately acquainted with them. I may mention in passing that the 
rural areas of the 24:-ParganaB, Khulna, Hooghly, Burdwan, Murshidabad, 
Dinajpur, Kanpur, Jalpaiguri, Pumoa, Faridpur, and Chittagqpg are* by no 
moans better oft. I have shown that towns under Municipal Government* and 
enjoying facilities in respect of good drinking-water and drainage are compara- 
tively immune from malarial fever of a virulent type. The scourge being confined 
chiefly to rural areas, it is clearly the duty of the Provincial Government to 
provide the remedy. The remedial measures that I would venture to suggest 
in this connection relate more specially to the districts with which I am more 
intimately acquainted, but, I dare say, the principles underlying them will be 
applicable to all. The supply of good drinking-water and the restoration of 
natural drainage is the only remedy that can prevent human mortality in rural 
areas. Much may be done by the restoration of the river system of Bengal, 
which is not yet past all hopes. 

“ The river system of Bengal may be said to supply the life-blood of these 
Provinces. The Ganges may bo compared to tlie main artery that flows 
througli the heart of this Province, and its tributaries and offshoots go in no 
small degree to contribute to the health, wealth and vitality of those Provinces. 
It is to the obstruction of the natural flow of the Ganges and Pudma water 
through the river system of Bengal, that the prevalence of malarial fever 
and cholera is directly to be attributed. I know, as a matter of fact, that this is 
the case with the Nator Sub -division and the district of Pabna. The supply 
of the Pudma water in these parts has ceased within living memory resulting 
in the abnormal death-rate and general decline of population already referred 
to. Even now when we got an abundant supply of l^udma water in our parts 
through the Barul during the three months of the rainy seiison, we are generally 
free from fever and other epidemic diseases. But directly the water level in the 
Pudma falls below the sand-bars and shoals of recent formation fit the sources 
of OUT rivers and the current of Pudma water is no longer available for drinking 
purposes, epidemics of cholera and fever make their appearance and go on 
increasing in intensity as the drinking-water continues to get more and more 
foul. 

The same is the case in the districts of Murshidabad, Nadia, and Jessore. 
All these districts are drained by the offshoots of the same river. . The unhealthi- 
noss of these districts is directly attributable to the cessation of a good flow 
of water through the Bhagirathi, Jalangi, Mathabhanga, Gorai, and other 
minor streams- It is a geographical fact that the more important villages 
in rural Bengal are situated on river sides, and to the pitiable condition of 
these rivers is to be attributed their present deplorable condition. It is not 
every country in the world which is blessed with such a magnificent system 
of rivers. Where they are, the Government devotes no small amount of care, 
trouble, and capital to preserve and maintain those boons of nature. 

‘‘ The recent expenditure of cajutal in the Continental countries of Europe, 
Egypt, and America on river regulation work is too well-known to require any 
detailed enumeration here. A few typical instances will suffice: — 

Austria spent £3,000,000 since 1901, over and above £20,000,000 spent 
(luring the last half century. 

HuNpARY nearly £22,000,000 between 1876 and 1900. 
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Nethkbulnds spent £11,542,777 on rivers during the last 30 years of the 
19th century. 

# Evsn Russ^ia spent over £ of a million sterling in 1903 alone, in river 
survey and in the building and maintenance of Government 
dredgers. 


“ Both in the Continental countries and America either no tolls, or but very 
little, are levied on river traffic in spite of the heav}" expenditure incurred on 
such accounts. The American view is, that what is spent by the State goes 
directly to add to the assets of the people in various ways. 

» • 

But let us see from our Provincial Budget Statement what wo spend on 
such an important river as the Ganges on this account. Not even Us. 50,000; 
the current year’s revised figure puts it down at Rs. 48,000 and lor the next 
year the budget estimate is Rs. 40,000. Under the head ‘Nadia Hivers’ 
Rs. 1,15,000 has been put down on the debit side, but on the credit side, 
Rs. 80,000 are budgeted for, and nearly Rs. 90,000 have been actually realised 
annually during each of the last throe years. So in the net result wo spend 
about Rs. 25,000 a year on account of the Nadia rivers. 


“ Last year there was a mention of a saving effected to the extent of 
Rs. 3,07,000 owing to the postponement of the project of buying a suction 
dredger ; but in this year’s budget any mention of oven this dredger is not 
made. Wo would have lost all trace of it but for an allusion to it by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Inglis in reply to my lion’ble friend, Asif Kadr Saiyid Wasif Ali 
Mirza, in connection with the quebtion of keeping open the channel of the 
Bhagirathi. The llon’blo the Public Works Member was pleased to inform us 
that the dredger was still in suspense, awaiting sanction of the Government of 
India in connection with the Madaripur and Khulna scheme ; that when sanc- 
tion was obtained and the dredger landed, it would bo taken away from its 
legitimate purpose and carried all the way from Khulna- Madaripur to the 
source of the Bhagirathi to remove ‘ the extensive shoals’ at the entrance of tht* 
]3hagirathi. 

‘‘This is an assurance too absurd to soothe oven the souls of laymen lik(‘ us 
A number of river channels are being continually kept navigable by means of 
dredgers all over the world, and 1 thought that such matters had long sinc^e 
passed the experimental stage. That rivers if kept open would prove rivals to 
the railways, is also an old world notion, which is now dead and gone. On the 
contrary, such waterways do act as feeder lines to railways is beyond any 
dispute. Even T^en a railway runs parallel to a canal it attracts its traffic. 
When the railway lines intersect the waterways, as they do in Bengal, any 
improvement in the river traffic is sure to mean so much more revenue to the 
railways. I would refer the Hon’blc the Public Works Secretary to Major- 
General Cotton’s opinion and to facts as they are in America and in the 
Continental countries of Europe. 

The gradual dying out of the Bengal rivers is not only disastrous to rural 
Bengal from the sanitary, but equally so from the economic, point of view. 
As a matter of fact the cultivators in the interior do not got any benefit out 
of their rahi crop When they reap this crop in summer the rivers are no 
longer navigable. The raiyat wants ready cash and cannot wait till the fivers 
are again in full flood during the rains. The result is, they part with their 
crops to the mahajans and middlemen for a trifle. The latter can well 
afford to wait till the monsoon flood, wdien the middleman siills oilseeds 
and such other staples, which they have gathered through the dry months 
of summer, to great advantage to himself. The margin of projSt in such 
cases sticks mostly to the fingers of the middleman, and tho poor raiyat 
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is none the better for it. The crop out of which the Bengal raiyate get the 
best fruits of their labour is the jute. And this to no small extent is due to • 
the facilities of river transport to the nearest railways during the rainy season. 

m 

cannot believe that the Government is at all serious about the much- 
talked of Jute Bill. I need only say that if any such Bill be passed, it will 
incalculable mischief and oppression to the jute-growing raiyat^ and the indigo 
raiyats will tell the Government that even the worm would sometimes turitf 

‘^But apart from the economic importance of the Bengal rivers, their 
sanitary importance is enough to convince any enlightened Government of the 
supremo necessity of keeping up a current along them all through ‘the year. • 

‘‘ The Bengal rivers also serve the purpose of so many main drains to the 
Province. The Hon’blo the Municipal Secretary referred to the connection 
between rainfall and epidemic diseases in reply to my questions. Rain-water 
is perhaps the purest water available on earth, and 1 do not suppose that the 
Hon’ble Mr. Shirres meant to suggest in any way that it was directly 
responsible for the growth and spread of epidemic diseases. If increase of rain- 
fall corresponded with increase in epidemics, the explanation is obvious. 
The obstruction of river channels and the natural drainage of the country pre- 
vents the accumulated rain-water from being drained off properly. Naturally 
it stagnates, and in contact with organic and vegetable matter in the soil affords 
a most congenial medium for the breeding of all kinds of disease germs. The 
Ganges water however possesses a peculiar property of speedily destroying bac- 
teria. It has been so found by recent scientific researches, and this also corre- 
sponds to the accumulated experience of ages of the people of this country. So 
it is beyond the possibilities of any reasonable doubt that the maintenance of 
a flow from the Ganges and the Pudma along the channels of the Bengal rivers 
will revolutionise the sanitary conditions of the country through which they 
may pass. That this can be done by effectual dredging is also obvious. 

‘‘But the question is one of expense. Under the present conditions of our 
Provincial finance we cannot undertake such largo schemes. But having regard 
to the enormous surpluses that are being shown annually in the Financial state- 
ments of the Government of India, I do not see any reason why a fresh settle- 
ment should not be made with us to enable us to undertake such schemes of vital 
importance, economic and sanitary, to this Province. I have suggested the 
maJking over of a larger share of our land revenue to us for such purposes. 

“If the Government of India would be slow in doing this, I have another 
suggestion to make. Irrigation has proved a most profitable .source of revenue 
to the G()vernment of India. They are now making nearly 8 per cent, on their 
capital outlay on this account. Irrigation and railways have betn made exclu- 
sively Imperial sources of revenue. AVhy then should the Imperial Government 
leave the bad bargains in the matter of Irrigation to our share ? We are read\- 
to work our canals and even keep them in order out of our Provincial funds but 
under this head we cannot afford annually to pay Hs. 24^ lakhs as interest on 
debt. This represents almost the not loss that wo suffer from year to year under 
the head of ‘ Irrigation.’ When the Government of India are making a net 
profit of 8 per cent, on irrigation and 5 per cent, on railways, they can welf afford 
to relieve us of this interest. If they wanted equitable reasons for this transfer 
we need only say that we could furnish much bettor reasons than is to be 
found ill their argument for appropriating the surplus revenue from the Law 
Courts in Bengal for their own purposes. 


The Government of India is chiefly responsible for killing our rivers by 
the canalisation of the Ganges, the Soiie and the other tributaries of the sacred 
river. So the equity is all on our side that the Government of India should 
come forward to help us out of our present sufferings. Now that the railwavs 
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are yielding rach enormous profits to the Government of India, and this Pro- 
vince is contributing no small amount to swell such profits, the prayer that I am 
* making on behalf of rural Bengal is certainly not unreasonable. I may also 
urge that the Bengal rivers being made navigable will go on to swell the profits 
of ^he State Railways even to a greater extent. Any capital outlay on that 
account will not^itlior be a burden on the State or the people. Government 
is mot certainly a commercial concern, and if it makes 5 per cent, on the rail- 
ways and 8 per cent, on the canals, borrovving money at 3 to 3^ per cent. ^ it 
should not hesitate to yield up, at any rate, a certain portion of it for the 
benefit of either those who contribute towards it or for the general ^^ood of the 
community. ^ 


, “-But even regarding the State Railways as purely commercial concerns, 1 
repeat that the revival of the Bengal rivers will go to swell their profits to a 
sufficient extent to justify the outlay. Besides, the railway embankments are 
to no small extent responsible for the insanitary condition of liongal. The 
views of Raja Digambar Mitter and of otljer people who have carefully gon«^ 
into the question must be well known to Government. 1 need only invito their 
attention to some new facts. It is a very significant fact indeed that since 
Dinajpur, Puriiea, and Chittagong have become rail-bound, fever mortality has 
rapidly risen in these parts. So, in undertaking works of railway construc- 
tion, the State ought to be also more mindful of the sanitary needs of the 
country. 

In connection with the epidemic diseases, 1 wish to say a few words with 
regard to the expenditure under the* head of ‘ Medical ’ in the Provincial 
Budget. 1 regret to find tUat all the increased expenditure in recent years 
is either under the head of increase of pay to officers of the Indian Medical 
Service or in the interest qf the Calcutta Hospitals, and that only Rs. 2,00b 
is budgetted for under the heading ‘ Expenses during the prevalancc of 
Epidemics.’ The Hon’blo Mr. Shirres in reply to my question pointed to 
the expenses of additions to the Government Cinchona Factory as expenditures 
under the head of (josts incurred on account of malaria. But examining the* 
figures under the head " Scientific ’ in the Financial Statement, 1 find that 
the Cinchona Plantations aniuiallly leave a margin of profit to Government. 
The capital outlay now proposed to be made will surely yield additional 
profits. Anyhow the sale of quinine cannot be shown as so much expen- 
diture under the head of " Malarial Fever.’ 


It may not be out of ])lace here to mention that while I was at Nator 
during the outbreak of ; cholera epidemic, the Sub-divisional Officer was 
repeatedly appealing to the* District Magistrate for medical assistance for 
the rural areas, but none was available. It is neither the fault of tho 
Sub-divisional noi* the District Officer, for when oven hoy)ital assistants are 
not available for such purposes, what could they do ? Surely an adequatc^ 
staff for dealmg with periodical outbreaks of epidemic diseases could 
not be provided for under the budget grant of Rs. 2,000 for the whole 
Province. 

‘‘We are very thankful indeed to the Government of India |for the grant 
of 12^ lakhs of rupees to the District Boards of Bengal and for the assurance 
that a similar grant will be repealed every year. But considering that this 
amount is to be divided amongst all tlie District Boards in this Province, 
the Hon’ble Mr. Shirres’s order on this account seems to be a vo^ large 
one. I do not know wlietlier the Hon’ble Member in laying the Financial 
Statement on the table the other day was quite serious when ho alluded 
to the preventible mortality amongst cattle and the dut}^ of the District 
Boards in this connection, vVlion the Hon’ble the Financial Secretary laid on 
ihe table an appalling record of human mortality in Bengal and was 
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unable to show any expense under the head of remedial measures in respect 
of such ])reventible diseases as cholera and malarial fever, his sympathy and 
concern for the cattle kind of Bengal was truly pathetic, not unmixed with 
a latent humour which the Hon’ble Member did not perhaps himself see. I 
am a humble member of my home District Board and we are not unmindful of 
our duties to even the dumb creatures and do already contribute our quota for 
tlie maintenance and travelling of a Civil Veterinary Assistant in yur 
district. 


“ The Hon’blo Mr. Shirres further desires us to maintain and 
our expenditure on hospitals, dispensaries, schools and education, water-supply 
and sanitation, and for all these and more he asks us to fall back on our District 
Board Funds. And says he, in times of scarcity also, we must give rqjiief 
out of Board Funds. Of all persons the Financial and Municipal Secretary* 
ought not to have an exaggerated idea of the District Board Funds, For 
instance, in the Pabna Board, of which 1 am a member, the revenue from 
cess on land, pound, ferry, technical school fees and other miscellaneous 
sources amount only to close upon a lakh, which with Government contrib- 
ution for primary education, etc., and contribution from private persons for 
medical aid, comes up to a little over Rs. 1,12,000. Out of this we spend 
nearly Rs. 40,000 in education, over Rs. 8,000 for medical and veterinary 
purposes; subsidise a steamer company to the extent of Rs. 5,000, because 
there are neither lail nor roads worthy of the name in our district. 


‘‘Under the present conditions of the river Gorai the steamer journey may 
well be said to rival the average speed of a bullock cax*t, for the steamer sticks 
to the shoals and remains stationary for a number of hours and sometimes even 
for days. We are however the proud possessors of a three-mile pucca 
road from tlie steamer ghat to the town. The roads in the rest of the district 
are all kiitcha and we cannot afford to have even pucca culverts along them. 
We have to pay about Rs. 6,000 on general establishment, nearly Rs. 11,000 
for an Engineer and his staff. All these account for over Rs. 70,000. Wo 
have to maintain a minimum balance of about Rs. 8,000 in our budget 
I'stiniate, and out of Rs. 83,000 available tor Public Works, the maintenance of 
tlie kuivha roads costs us nearly Rs. 25,500 annually and if any portion 
of the roads or culverts are washed away during the rains, we are loft 
without any resource for undertaking any new work. This is generally the 
linancial position of most of the District Boards in Bengal. ^So how can 
they discharge the sanitary and medical obligations which the Government 
has failed to discharge out of its Provincial resources? The dole of 12J 
lakhs will not go far enough even to improve the district communications. 
8o the Government need not be unusually stringent in any prospective 
legislation regarding the duties and obligations of the District Boards. 


“ The Hon’ble the Financial Secretary in referring to the grAnt of 12 lakhs 
from the Government of India for the re-organisation of the Police in these 
Provinces remarked that we would cordially welcome the scheme. While con- 
gratulating our President for his endeavours in this connection, I regret I cannot 
accord a cordial welcome to the resolution on the labours of the Commission as 
it has emanated from the Government of India. I feel no hesitation in according 
a welcome to the improvement in the pay and prospects of the Sub-Inspectors. 
But Rs. 7 to 8 per month as the starting pay of a constable in these Provinces 
seems to me to be inadequate. When we cannot get a durwan under Rs. 9 or 
a syce under Rs. 7 how can we expect to get a Policeman, whom I would draw 
from the former class rather than the latter, on a grass-cutter’s scale of 
pay ? Nor does the prospect of Re. l-inci*eaBe after 3, 10, or 17 years of 
service seem to me a sufficient inducement to attract a good class of 
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men into the service ; similarly the allowance of 2 annas a day for duty at 
‘ considerable distances ’ beyond the Police Station seems to be singularly 
•inadequate. In the result, none of these proposals are likely to increase the 
honesty or integrity of an average constable. 

If corruption, which is tho canker that oats into the root of the Police 
system of the present day, is not removed; most of tho money that is proposed 
to be spent on the so-called Police reform will be thrown away. As regards 
corru|Ttion, the Commission, before whom witnesses W’ere examined, came to 
the conclusion that it exists in no small degree, and we are prepared to abide* 
by that conclusion rather than accept the academic discourse of the Govern- 
ment of India in this connection. 

In passing I must also observe that the observations of the Govoriinienf 
of India regarding the ‘pli^sicjue and temperament’ of iho people of these 
Provinces as disc^ualifications for Police service are e(|ually uncalled for. J 
ueed not refer to past records to show that tliey used to be enlisted both in tin* 
Nawab’s and the Company's army. Nor ueed I allude to the athletic ))osBibili' 
ties of our present generation of young men to controvert the proposition. 
The fallacy of the remark is patent on the face of it. The Sub-Inspectors as 
a class are recruited from amongst our young men and on thorn fall tin* 
brunt of investigation work, and whatever may be their shortcomings in other 
respects* they have surely not been found wanting in endurance or pluck. 
The common people ari^ a much sturdier class, Tho fact is that they are too 
much occupiea with their agricultural work and too much home loving and 
contended under tlio system of land tenures in tho Lower Provinces of Bengal 
to aspire for Police service ; wlien their land or its boundaries are interfered 
with they are known to give a great deal of occupation to the Police, and in 
any fight outside the Courts of Law the latter are often known to get the 
worst of it. I need only mention in this connection that tho military had to be 
taken down to quell the Pabna land riots. Still they are a law-abiding peoj)le 
and require only a considerate treatment to be kept in good humour. 

Equally mendacious are tho remarks that tho people of this country are 
given to ‘ the vicious practice of resorting to the machinery of tho Criminal 
Courts in order to gratify private animosities.’ No doubt people in those 
Provinces resort to Criminal Courts to retain or establish possession in land 
which often change their boundaries with the shifting rivers, but to say that 
they resort td Criminal Courts to satisfy their private grudge is to assert 
something which we know is not a fact. To base any such conclusions from 
the result of tho preliminary investigations by the Police is exceedingly 
fallacious. 

‘‘ If we exaiaine the statement by the test of trials of the cases sent 
up by the Police as true, it is the Police whose character is taken 
away by the facts and figures that are disclosed. We find that the pre- 
centage of convictions in such cases during 1903 in these Provinces were 
58*2, whereas in England in the corresponding year it was 83*26. This points 
to the singular inefficiency or perversity of our Police. With regard to cases 
under tho Indian Penal Code it is still lower, being only 42*2 per cent Is it not 
reasonable therefore to suppose that out of the 20 per cent, of the cases disposed 
of by the Police as false or not-proven even before they came before tho Law 
Courts many a real culprit esaapes and in the corresponding number of oases 
blame is sought to be fastened on innocent shoulders. Bence the large 
percentage of the cases that are sent up by the Police as true, are declared 
false or not-proven by the Courts of Law. 

“ As for the character of our people wliat better proof can be furnished 
than that, while 803,394 offences of various kinds were brought before the Law 
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Courts in England and Walea during 1903, in these Provinces, with a popu- 
lation of almost 2J times as large as that of England and Wales, hardly 
200,000 criminal cases were brought to trial. The percentage of offences 
against property and other serious crimes also go to corroborate that people 
of these Provinces are much less given to crime than the masses in countries 
in an advanced stage of civilization. So the proposals in the Government of 
India Resolution for strengthening the Police Reserve Force or of increasing 
the rigour of Police administration are mostly misdirected. 


‘‘What is really required for the protection of the people from Polic^ 
oppression and corruption, is the removal of all Police induence over our 
Subordinate Judiciary. This can only be done by what is known as the 
‘Separation of the Executive and Judicial functions.’ Eminent •^Judges" of* thi? 
Privy Council and of the High Courts in India declared in its favour, and 
at one time the Executive Heads of Government both in this country and in 
England admitted the soundness of such separation, and only financial diffi- 
culties were said to bar the way to this reform. But now when the financial 
difficulty is gone, the whole scheme is brushed aside with little ceremony. 
What is now being put forward in its stead by way of Police reform has very 
little of reform in it, and it will be a wilful waste of public money to run up 
expenses under this head to Rs. 1,50,00,000. • 

The ten lakhs of rupees that have been assigned to us this year under the 
head of ‘ Primary Education ’ is, however, a move in the right direction. But 
1 fail to follow the observation of the ^ Financial Secretary that it would be 
impossible to devote this sum all at once for its legitimate purposes. I do not 
see why any substantial portion of it need bo spent in brick and mortar. If it 
is meant for the education of rural Bengal who live in thatclied houses, I fail 
to appreciate why they should be unable to receiv e their education in thatched 
bungalows. In the District Boards we have a ready agency for the appro- 
priation of the amount for its proper purposes, apd it passes my comprehension 
why the Financial Secretary should wait at all for the construction of suitable 
buildings. As for University Education, I shall leave the Hon’ble Member for 
the University to deal with it. 


“In conclusion, I should like to add one word of warning in connection 
with the question of primary education. It will be a futile attempt in these 
days of rapid changes and locomotion to forge separate dialects of the 
Bengali language. I am a native of Northern Bengal and have lived for a 
considerable lengtli of time in what is described in a recent Government 
Resolution as Central Bengal. I never knew that there was a separate 
dialect for each of these pares. In Northern Bengal common people experience 
no difficulty in understanding the language which we ordinarily speak and write. 
All the letters to the trades-peonle and the raiyats are written in ordinary 
Bengali and they all comprehenu them. The proposal now ma^le that the text- 
book for Primary Schools should bo written in English and translated into the 
colloquial Bengali of the north, south, east and west will only go to create 
a comic literature for each of the parts concerned. It would be much like the 
proposal, should the Board of Education in England suddenly take into their 
head to start the idea, that all the students in the Board’s Schools 'should be 
taught to drop their their ‘ h’s ’ and made to speak tlirough their nbse, and that 
text-books should bo specially written for the purpose. How such a proposal 
will be met by the British public, I need not say. But nothing is too absurd 
for India. The Government has evidently been misled in this matter and 1 
need only add that it will be both a waste of energy, time and money for the 
Government to create four different dialects for rural Bengal. They might 
with better advantage employ all their surplus energy and resources to 
saving rural Bengal from the scourges which, as a member for the mufassaP 
municipalities, I have dealt witli at some length.’' 
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The Hon’ble Babu Aubika. Charan Mazdmdab said:— ** Sir, from the 
peculiar constitution of our Councils some people are apt to imagine that 
the debates which generally take place in them upon the presentation of 
the annual Budget Estimates are merely academic discussions which end 
in volleys of blank speeches to which the people have been too long 
accustomed eit|^er to be startled at, or to pay more than a passing attention 
to them. On the contrary, 1 regard the yearly discussion of the Budget to 
bfe a very important occasion both for the Government as well as for the 
people. However much we may regret the entirely one-sided picture which 
a budget now necessarily presents and however much we may lament the 
absence of a potent voice in the [:^ople to give that picture such a shape 
and form as may reflect even faintly the popular view of it, it must be 
I admitted that it is the occasion when an apparently irresponsible Qovern- 
1 ment renders its yearly accounts to an unaccountable people, and it is the 
^ occasion when not only the past progress of the country is reviewed, but 
also a forecast is taken of its future hopes and aspirations. But more than 
this it is the only occasion when a beaurocraiic Government condescends to 
lay its policy before the people and when the representatives of the people, 
such as they are, are allowed to present their views in the hope of at least 
partially shaping and influencing that policy. It would therefore be a grievous 
mistake to approach such an occasion without a sense of adequate responsibility 
on, the one hand and with irresponsible light-heartedness on the other. Sir, in 
in this connection I beg leave to make one observation which I hope will not fail 
to receive Your Honour’s consideration. I am afraid that under the present 
arrangement very little time is given to Members for the proper study of the 
budget. Coming, as it must, at the fag end of a busy session it ought, I think, 
to be placed in the hands of the Members in sufficient time |or their prepara- 
tion. Your Honour, most of your Official Councillors are experts in flnancial 
matters; but the Non-official Members of Your Honour’s Council, who alone 
have practically to raise any discussion upon the Budget, cannot be expected to 
deal with it with equal force and facility unless sufficient time is given to them 
to study it in all its details and in all its bearings. If Your Honour’s Govern- 
ment can, I venture to hope Your Honour’s Government will, in future, allow 
some more time to elapse between its presentation and its discussion. This 
will also enable the public and the press to judge of its merits and give their 
views on its details. 

‘‘Sir, I us© no language of mere convention when I say that I sincerely con- 
gratulate the Hon’ble the Financial Secretary upon the very satisfactory Budget 
which he has been able to present to the Council. It is perhaps one of the largest 
Budgets which have passed through this Council characterised as it is by large 
grants from the Imperial Government and marked by two very important 
changes, — one Administrative and the other Educational. The Budget before 
us is a lucid document bearing high testimony to the great care, attention and 
ability displayed in bringing up in its present form. The two statements of 
recurring and non-recurring expenditure furnish a clear index to the entire 
Budget. On th^ one hand, the usual statements show a substantial amount of 
progress which has been achieved during the year which is just closed, while, 
on the other, ^he Budget makes fairly liberal provisions on nearly all heads to 
inspire hope and confidence of still further progress during the year which we 
are about to enter. The total revenue under all heads for the year is estimated 
in round numbers at Rs. 6,89,00,000, and the total expenditure is put at 
Rs. 6,06,00,000, leaving a closing balance of Rs. 82,49,000 as against 
Rs. 1,24,00,000 of the current year. This enormous revenue and expenditure, 
which would be probably beyond the capacity of many Local Governments, are at 
once proof positive of the strength, of the dignity and of the importance of the 
administration of which Your Honour is in charge. But, Sir, as there is no 
sunshine without a cloud, to mo it seems this glowing picture of the present 
Budget is not also without a deep tinge of sadness about it which now looms 
out in its background. As I contemplate the large fibres in this Budget and 
the lofty spirit of unstinted benevolence which pervades them in their diverse 
applications, and then as I mentally calculate the serious operation which they 
must undei^o if Bengal is once partitioned, 1 canndt but feel that we are on 
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the brink of a very serious experiment* I Loto I will not be misunderstood. It 
is neither in my power nor in my present inclination to draw^ out Gorernment, 

1 have already tried to do so and failed, and what I have failed to do directly 
I shall not attempt to do indirectly. Nor am 1 altogether unmindful of the 
delicate position in which Your Honour is placed in regard to this unfortunate 
^estion, although I must say that it is the honour and credit of Your Honour’s 
U-overnment, more than anything else, which I would still urge on Your 
Honour’s attention until this serious question is either shelved or solved. * 

‘‘ Turning now to the Budget it seems to me that whatever apprehensions 
might have been felt iust twelve months ago as to the probable effect of the 
financial settlement wnich this Government had to conclude with the Imperial 
Government last year, our present estimate of Revenue does not shew that we 
have been any the loser in the bargain. Under that settlement the revenue 
which was assigned to us by the Government of India amounted .to 
Rs. 4,98,00,000. And although we were given much smaller ^ shares than 
under the old contract system in most of the expanding revenues, in the Budget 
for the current year the total revenue was estimated at Rs. 5,04,00,000 ; while 
with the never failing, mysterious elasticity of Indian revenues it rose up to 
Rs. 5,17,00,000 in the revised estimate ; and this has probably encouraged 
the able Financial Secretary in taking a yet bigger jump and estimate the 
revenues for the next year at over Rs. 5,64,00,000. Of course it may be 
still premature to be very sanguine about the advantages of the new system ; 
but, oir, if the present estimate affords an accurate forecast of the probable 
results in future years, I am inclined to think there are sufficient grounds for 
congratulating Government upon its new financial arrangement, which, at all 
events, possesses one redeeming feature in that it has to a considerable extent 
relieved the patient lamb of the distressing apprehension of the shearing knife 
of the wool-gatherer every five years. 

*^Sir, on going through the several beads on the«receipt side of the Budget 
I am sorry I am unable to congratulate Your Honour’s Government upon the 
steady (progress of its Excise revenues. In the Budget for the current year 
they were estimated at Rs, 72,00,000 ; in the revised estimate they rose to 
Rs. 73,00,000, and for the next year they have been estimated at nearly 
Rs. 76,00,000, and I should not be very much surprised if in the next revised 
estimate they will shew the same activity towards further expansion as is 
observable under all the principal heads of the Budget. The average annual 
increase under this heaa during the last five years has been Rs. o, 83, 000. 
Our present estimate would shew that we have not hesitated to increase^ even 
this enormous average to Rs. 6,50,000, and that perhaps not altogether without 
the further expectation of having it raised to at least clear 7^ 'lakhs in the 
revised estimate. 1 know it will be said, as has often been said both in this 
Council as well as in the other Council which guides its destinies and round which 
it is bound to rotate in its movements, that this expansion of the excise revenues 
is due to the increased and ever increasing prosperity of the people. Your 
Honour will pardon me for saying that 1 regard this as little short of 
what may be called adding insult to injury. I am not going to rake up here 
that vexed question of Indian Poverty vereue Prosperity which has been 
sufficiently dealt with by far abler men and competent authorities l^th here 
as well as in England. But this I will say without hesitation that if increased 
drunkenness is to be associated with increased prosperity of the people, I do 
not see why one may not with equal propriety trace increased mortality in 
this country to overfeeding also. But, Sir, letting quibbling and sophistry 
alone, there is the high tesimony of the Committee, appointed in England 
in 1904, for the purpose of inquiring into the causes of physical deterioration 
of the British people. The Committee says: — ‘ Not only is poverty the result 
of drink, it becomes an active agent in promoting it. People who have not 
enough food turn to drink to satisfy their cravings and ^so to support their 
enfeebled hearts by alcohol,’ or as another witness said The poor often 
drink to get the effects of a good meal* They mistake the feeling^ of stimula- 
tion after alcohol for the feeling of nutrition. They turn to it to blunt 
their sensibility to squalor, and it re-acts in deadenine all desire for improve- 
ment.’ Sir, if Ais is the case in England, what should we say of India ? 
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Your Honour, before leaving the question of Excise I desire to enter my 
humble protest against the introduction of the oontraot distillery system 
now being tried in Orissa and Midnapore and which, as the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Budget very fairly and frankly informed Hon'ble Mem- 
bers in his introductory speech, is likely to replace the outstill system 
throughout Bengal. I am not in favour of the outstills; but in choosing 
between o evils f would certainly prefer the outstill to the contract system. 
If the contract system had shown decrease of consumption, I should still 
have welcomed it. But as it is, a change of system haraly means anything 
more tifan a change of hands in the liquor trafSc. The contract system 
will virtually turn the Indian distillers out of the field, and I do hope the 
experiment will not be further extended pending, at all events, the settlement 
of the Excise Law which is now under the consideration of Your Honour’s 
Government. ^ 

Sir, the unusual expansion of the Stamp revenue also calls for more 
than a passing notice. It seems to be going up by leaps and bounds every 
year, l^e average annual increase in revenue from stamps is estimated 
at Rs. 3,8d,000. In the Budget for the current year provision was made for 
an increment of three lakhs, but in the revised estimate it automatically went 
up to six lakhs, making a total increment of nine lakhs. Now the Budget in 
Tiand at once begins with an increase of seven lakhs to close in probably 
somei^hero between nine and ten lakhs in the next revised estimate. This 
enormous^ increase, chiefly under the head of 'Court-fee Stamps,’ clearly indi- 
cates an abnormal increase in litigation. Here, again, a handful of unfortunate 
lawyers sometimes come in largely for a share of the responsibility, although it 
is the Government that goes in for the entire profit. I would like to know what 
percentage of this large increase of Stamp revenue is due to cases arising out 
of the Survey and Settlement proceedings lately undertaken by Government 
in spite of the protests of the. people. Let Darbhanga, Patna and Muzaffarpur 
in Bihar and Backorgunge in Bengal answer. 

“ Sir, the next item of our revenue to which I would invite Your Honour’s 
special attention is No. VIII — the Assessed Taxes. Here, again, there is 
a steady and perceptible increase along the whole line. From the Budget 
to the revised estimate, from the revised estimate to the fresh budget is 
the order of our financial progress in matters of taxation. In the ‘ ordinary 
collections’ of Income-tax Rs. 42,00,000 represented the 'actuals ’ of 1903-04 ; 
and in the next year (the year in which an important exemption was 
granted to all incomes below Rs. 1,000) instead of taking a lower estimate, 
as ought to have been the case if the provision of Act XI of 1903 had been 
taken into consideration, we find the sanctioned estimate putting this item at 
Rs. 45,00,000, and although the revised estimate fell short by about 1 J lakhs, we 
find the Financial Secretary again putting it for the next year at Rs. 44,00,000. 
I have lately drawn Your Honour’s attention to the way in which the valuable 
concession granted to a poor people by raising the minimum of taxable limit has 
been systematically^ tampered with by overzealous officers who would have served 
their Government much better if they had paid geater regard for the credit and 
reputation of that Government than for their mistaken efficiency and doubtful 
advancement. 1 thankfully acknowledge that immediate notice has been taken 
of this phenomenal development to which I had the privilege of calling Your 
Honour’s attention, and that the Board of Revenue has call^ for explanation of 
the local officers on the subject. I only hope and trust, that as there is nothing 
in the conduct of man which is not capable of some sort of explanation, neither 
the Board of Revenue nor Your Honour’s Government will allow themselves to 
be satisfied with any mere apology that may be offered by those who have bo 
wilfully vifdated the provision of the law and grossly offended the dignity and 
credit of the Government. But leaving them alone for the present, I would 
respectfnly ask Your Honour to consider how far it is legitimate or expedient 
on our part in the face of this state of things to provide for a comparatively 
higher Revenue from the Iccome-tax than what it was prior to the passing of 
Act XI of 1903. A larger provision in our Budget evidently means, if it 
means anything, a larger expectation on the part of Qovemmenti and those 
who are entrusted with the actual administrattun are thereby naturally led in 
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their mistaken zeal to work for the realization of that expectation only. Our 
Government is not an impecunious Government, and in a matter of this 
description at all events it can never be under the necessity of promising to 
the ear and breaking to the hope. I submit the estimate should have be6n 
framed with a view to redaction, and not increase, of the Excise Revenue 
and the Assessed Taxes. 

“ Coming to the expenditure in the Budget, our attention is at once 
arrested by the very large provision made for Education. It was Rs. 35,ro,0(M3 
in the original estimate for the current year which rose to Rs. 35,62,000 
in the revised estimate, while in the Budget for the next year it Bas been 
raised to Rs. 54,00,000. The steady growth of this revenue from 1901-02 
to 1905-06 furnishes unmistakable evidence of the abiding interest which 
this Government still retains for the education of the people. We may 
differ as to the mode and method of that education, and we also 

complain that it has to some extent lately transferred its long* standing 
affections from the higher branches of that education ; but there can be no 
gainsaying of the fact that Government is still ready to spend a fair shate 
of its revenues towards the education of the people. It ought to be gratefully 
noticed that out of this large allotment Rs. 12,00,000 form special grants 
from the Government of India (Rs. 2,00.000 for University education and 
Rs. 10,00,000 for primary’’ education). With the large revenue thus placed^ 
at his disposal the worthy Financial Secretary has been able to make larger 
provisions for grants*in-aid as well as for scholarships. 1 doubt, however, 
if the increased provision for the former is like^ to reach very much beyond 
the industries in the Government Estate at Kalimpong and the Jewish Girls’ 
School somewhere, while as to the latter I should very much like to know what 
would be the probable number, nature and quality of the special scholarships 
which are included in this increased provision. As regards higher education, 
there is no doubt an increased provision of Rs. 1,50,000 for the equipments of 
the Arts Colleges; but besides a few minor improvements here and there there 
seems to be no striking improvement which is bought to be undertaken during 
the coming year. But I must not be understood either to ignore or to over- 
look the provision of Rs. 67,000 which has been made for the maintenance of 
efficient boarding-houses in Calcutta, although in this connection I may be 
permitted to mention the claims of Dacca, Hooghly, Krishnagar, Rajsbahi, 
Bhagalpur, Patna and Cuttack, where students are not wanting who in want 
of decent accommodation have to put up in objectionale quarters and sometimes 
even in objectionable houses. It is also satisfactory to note that for the 
Government Colleges generally an increased provision of over Rs. 50,000 has 
been made in the Budget for the next year. 

‘‘Before leaving the subject of higher education, I would beg leave to 
submit one or two suggestions for the consideration of Your Honour’s Gov- 
ernment. In view of the importance so justly 'attached to scientific education 
and having regard to the hopeless inability of the private institutions, which 
command by far the largest number of students, to meet the requirements 
of such education, I think it is high time that a central or inter-college labor- 
atory were established in Calcutta either with suitable contributions from those 
institutions which may be disposed to avail themselves of its advantages, or 
under a fee system for students who may desire to attend its lectures and 
demonstrations. Without such an arrangement the best intentious of Govern- 
ment and even the most stringent provisions of the University are likely to be 
barren of their desired results. The other suggestion which I would urge 
is the foundation of some chairs for the Calcutta University after the model 
of the Universities in England. The idea is not a new one, although like 
all old ideas it suffers from the disadvantage of having been once consigned 
to the dusts of the upper shelves. We nave long moved within the fixed 
groove of a cramming University, and although loud and repeated have been 
the complaints raised against it and louder still have blowed the trumpets for its 
reform, there is as yet no sign of any practical attempt to reclaim the unfor* ^ 
tunate institution from its vicious tendencies. Your Honour is the first Rector 
of this old University, and may I express the hope that Your Honour’s first 
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official connectioii with it will bo marked by the foundation of at least one 
such chair as the inauguration of a groat and useful experiment. 

Coming next to Secondary Education, it has to be noticed with sincere 
satisfaction that there is a large increase in the prorision for the Government 
schools, general and special, which amounts to nearly a lakh i)f rup(308. The 
establishment of Training Colleges at Dacca and Hooghly may bo taken as the 
5rst step towards real effect being given to the new^ objective method of 
tea^fu^^ recently introduced in our high schools. Neither the normal 
training schools, nor those started at the district and the sub-divisional head- 
quarters, are likely to turn out competent teachers for the new system, and so 
long as sufficient number of competent teachers will not be available real 
education must suffer. In fact I am inclined to think that wo have begun 
rathfer at the wrong end. We should have first trained teachers before 
attempting to teach boys ; but the simultaneous attempt to teach both can 
hardly be satisfactory to either. The old staff long wedded to a vicious system 
have to bo weaned from it, and it may be useful to try the experiment of 
sending for some time a few well-trained teachers visiting scliool to school and 
testing the method of teaching according to the new sciiemu. Ilut, Sir, I 
would attach still greater importance to the strengthening of the staff of 
assistant teachers in the high schools so as to leave suflicient time at tlio 
disposal of the Head Masters for efficiently supervising and occasionally 
helping the working of the lower forms. Whatever difference of opinion there 
may be as to vernacuhir languages being substituted for English as tlu^ 
medium of teaching in these forms, I do think that with the improv(5inont8 and 
safeguards indicated above the now, scheme is likely to realize the uobh^ 
expectations of the Government. Sir, 1 regret to notice the absonco of any 
provision in thivS Budget for the reorganization of the Educational Sorvicos 
the necessity of which is fully realized by Government and the urgency of 
which I had the honour of lately pressing on its attention. The indefinite 
postponement of a measure like this can only result in the increased loss of 
the educational interest of the country. 

‘ ‘ Passing next to the important grant of Rs. 10,00,000 towards Priipary 
Education, I understand the large provision in the Budget is due to the important 
question of the establishment of rural primary schools in Bengal which is 
now engaging the attentive consideration of lour Honour’s Government and 
which has been so elaborately formulated in the Government Resolution of th<} 
7th February last. That scheme, as Hon’ble Members are aware, is based 
upon the educational policy bf the Government of India published in March, 
1904. But speaking as a humble representative of the people I must say that 
the scheme as devised by this Governramt is, at least in one respect, an 
improvement upon that policy, in that it does recognize to some extent the 
importance of technical training of the rural population, which was so carefully 
sought to be eliminated by the Supreme Government. Your Honour’s Govern- 
ment has wisely distinguished primary education of the purely rural nopula- 
tion from that imparted in urban areas, and has very projjerly decided to cut 
down the heavy load of subjects with which boys of tender age have been 
so long cruelly hampered by a positively mischievous system. I wish Your 
Honour had extended this pruning hand to secondary education also. The 
operation in that case might have tended to the proper growth and 
development of a large number of our boys who now either pine away or 
miserably break down at an early ago. While according my warm support 
generally to the scheme formulated by Your Honour’s Government for the 
improvement of Primary Education among the rural population, I would 
strongly protest against the absurd proposal made for supplying its text-books 
by means of translations from English originals and then again for getting up 
these translations not in the approved and recognized Bengali language, 
which is perhaps the richest of Vernacular lan^ages in India, but in queer, 
uncouth, ungrammatical vulgar dialects (it is hardly accurate to call them even 
*by Bucb a name) which are sometimes spoken in different parts of the province. 
I should like to know if the Celtic, the Gaelic and the Welsh dialects are 
employed in any system of Education in any parts of Scotland, Ireland and 
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Wales? I have never heard of any complaint being made anywhere against 
the standard Bengali as being unintelligible except to the Garrhos and the Kuhie, 
On the contrary, this smooth and beautiful language has found its way to the 
remotest villages, whether in the Gangetic delta or the Brahmaputra Valley, 
and has been chiefly instrumental in bringing about those social and intellectual 
developments which are so rapidly taking place in these provinces. Sir, 1 am 
grieved to find a distinguished countryman of my own, who ought to have 
known much better and who sat on the Committee which has devised this novel 
idea, did not find it worth his while to raise even his solitary voice against' it. 
But sir, what may be game to some maybe death to others. The Muhammadans 
have opposed it, the Hindus have denounced it and the Christian Missionaries, 
to whom Bengal owes a debt of undying gratitude for the first impetus given 
to Education in this country, have set their faces against this absurd . and 
violent proposal. I confidently hope that in a matter of this description Your 
Honour will not hesitate to attach the weight that is due to such a concensus of 
public opinion, and I fully trust that Your Honour will not allow an excellent 
scheme for Primary Education in this country to be defeated by a queer and 
probably mischievous proposal. 

“It is satisfactory to note that increased provision has been made 
for a larger number of officers both as Munsifs as well as Deputy Magistrates 
and Sub-Deputj" Collectors. But I should like to know why the Hudg;et 
provision for the current year on account of Subordinate Judges could not 
be fully expended, and what is the reason for the reduction of the pro- 
vision for District and Sessions Judges in the coming ye^ar? The increased 
provision for ^ Supply and Services’ will pnable Government to deal with the 
ponding questions of allowances to witnesses, etc., satisfactorily ; but 1 regret 
very much to find a considerable reduction made in the provision for increase 
of pay of the ministerial establishment. In tlie current year Rs. 2,50,000 had 
been provided but not spent, and in the estimate for the next year this has 
been reduced to Rs. 1,04,000. Sir, these ill-paid and hard-worked officers have 
a long-standing grievance, and 1 once again appeal to Your Honour’s strong 
sympathies for an early and adequate redress of that grievance. 

“As I have already said, one of the most important administrative 
chang(is of the year is the reform of the Police. The long-expected and 
long-deferred Resolution of the Government of India has at last been 
published, and this Government has received a grant of Rs. 12,00,000 as 
its allotment for the purpose. The Hon’blo Member in charge of the Budget 
has in his opening address most cordially invited us all to welcome the inaugu- 
ration of the great reforms contained in that Resolution. Sir, I find myself in 
a somewhat embarrassed position in not being able to accept such a cordial in- 
vitation without some reservation. The strength and the pay of the Police have 
been increased, and to some extent, though not* to the fullest extent required, 
they have also been freed from the direct influence of the Magistracy. There 
are some other features of the scheme also which will likewise command the 
approbation of the public. But I feel constrained to say, even at the risk of 
being held either ungrateful or unmindful, that the creation of a European and 
an Indian service and the total abolition of competitive examination for the 
recruitment of Sub-Inspectors I am unable to regard except with doubt and 
misgiving. It has yet to be seen whether in the superior grades of the service 
Indians will be eligible for recruitment in England; and so long as no definite 
announcement is made by Your Honour’s Government fixing the standard of 
educational qualifications for Bengal Sub-Inspectors, and last not least until 
some practical step is visibly’’ taken to improve the detective function of the 
I*rovincial Police, I cannot persuade myself to be in ecstewy over the proposed 
reforms. As at present advised one thing seems to me to be pretty clear, that 
tlie door to District Superintendentships stand practically closed against natives 
of Inaia. Nothing will give me greater pleasure than to be disabused of these 
appretiensions. Sir, tender hearts may sometimes break at the disagreeable 
calouiations of racial loss and g^in, but it may be no discredit to those whom* 
fortune has favoured with the power and opportunity for making these 

S ei ploxing oaloulations at times boldly to face them in bare justice to hearts 
lat are idready broken. 
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Sir, 80 long I have simply criticized the Budget, though of course I have 
endeavoured to do so with as much fairness and frankness as I have been able 
to command. But I should be very sorry indeed to bo understood to say that I 
bm altogether unmindful of the many good points that are in it. To some of 
these 1 have already referred, and before 1 close I ought also to notice with 
sincere acknowledgment a few others which appear to me as among the most 
salient points in the clear and on the whole satisfactory Budget which tho able 
Financial Secretary has presented to the Council. The grant of over 4 lakhs 
of rupees to Municipalities for water-supply and drainage works and the 
perma/rant contribution of 12^ lakhs to District Boards with prospective increase 
of about Rs. 14,000 a year, no less than the large provisions for education as 
noticed above, command the worm, universal acknowledgment of the grateful 
people committed to Your Honour’s charge.” 

• Th*e Hon’ble Mr, Apcar said : — I am glad to bo able again to congratulate 
the Government on the satisfactory Budget Statement which has been presented 
to the Council. I would like to say a few words on behalf of the Calcutta 
Hospital Nurses Institution of which I have the honour to be President. 

^^In August, 1902, tho Government appointed a Committee to manage this 
Institution which had hitherto been under a Committee of Ladies. 

The Government originally subscribed Rs. 3 for ov('ry Re. 1 tho Corn" 
mitteo collected, subject to a maximum grant of Rs. 87,500, so that if 
Rs. 12,500 were collected the maximum grant was earned. This arrangement 
is still in force with the additional proviso that the grant will be increased to 
Rs. 50,000 in any year tnat the Committee can collect a similar amount, which 
means that Rs. 37,500 more have to be qpllected to earn tho additional grant of 
Rs. 12,500. The C'oramittee have not been able to do this, but upon special 
request the grant last year was made up to an amount equal to the subscrip- 
tions, t/ie., Rs. 42,651-9*0. • 

Since the Committee took charge, the subscriptions collected have been 

in — 

Rs. A. p. 

1902 ... ... ... 25,819 15 5 

1903 ... ... ... 42,147 14 C 

1904 ... ... ... 42,051 9 6 

‘'I quote the following from the Notification of 4th August, 1902 : — 

It is hoped that, with tho appointment of a Uommittee ropresonting all classes of the 
community, noth European and Indian, a larger iuoreaso will be obtained from tho public, 
and that the armngomeuts, which can be made for the provision of Nurses, will more 
adequately fulfil the increasing requirements. 

“These anticipations have baon realised from the European community, as 
tlie collections in 1904 amounted to Rs. 42,051-9-6; but I would mention that of 
this sum only a small proportion, viz.j Rs. 1,208 were collectod from the 
Indian community.^ 

“The Institution supplies Nurses to the Medical College Hospital and 
Nurses and dhair to the Eden Hospital ; in both these hospitals the majority 
of cases belong to the Indian community. It is disheartening to the Com- 
mittee that their efforts appear to be so little appreciated, judging from the 
small amount of subscriptions to the fund by Native gentlemen. 

“ There is an ever increasing demand for Nurses and dhais, A larger 
number could be employed did funds permit of it. The Committee of the 
Institution have applied lo the Government for the annual grant for 1905 to 
be increased to Rs. 50,000. I trust the? Government will be ablo to favourably 
^consider this application and grant the increase. 

“ The accounts of the Institution show that the expenses have exceeded 
the collections by about Rs. 2,000 in each of the years 1903 and 1904, provided 
the grant from the Government again equals the amount of collections. This 
lieficiency has been provided from the capital, but a steady drain on this fund 
will eventually compel the Coinmittee to curtail the supply of the much needed 
Nurses. 
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The Hospital Port Dues Fund shows a balance at credit of that fund on 
the 30th April, 1904, of Rs. 2,92,700-5-4. In the items of expenditure there 
is an item of Rs. 20,254, paid for charges for seamen in Presidency General 
Hospital, which all goes to the funds of the hospital. These patients are 
attended by the Nurses supplied and paid by the Calcutta Hospital Nurses 
Institution, but no portion of these charges is allotted to the Institution. 

1 submit for the consideration of the Government that a small charge payable 
by the Hospital Port Dues Fund should be made for the services of the Ndrses 
at all hospitals, whore such Nurses attend as are paid by the Institution, and 
that the amount be paid to the Institution. 

‘‘ A representation has been made to the Government by European and 
Indian rice merchants using Tolly’s Nullah ; it has been supported by the 
Chamber of Commerce, calling attention to the fact that for several days in 
the month boats cannot use this nullah on account of the silt which bsfs 
accummulatod there rendering it impossible for boats to float or use the nullah. 
The rice trade from Chotla is an important item of the trade of this port ; 
capital has been invested in godowns and appliances along the banks of this 
nullah which is threatened to be closed from want of water for navigation 
of the boats. I submit for the consideration of the Government that imme- 
diate steps should be taken to remedy this hindrance to the rice trade, and^ 
that an allotment be made for that purpose. 

‘‘ J am aware the canalization of Tolly’s Nullah is included in a larger 
scheme for the improvement of waterways, but this danger is pressing and 
I venture to call Your Honour’s immediate attention to it.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Larmour said : — The Financial Statement which we 
are asked to-day to consider shows evidence of the prudence and forethought 
which have guided those in whose bands is entrusted the administration of 
the finances of this Province, and on behalf of that section of the community 
which I represent I bog to tender to Your Honour and the Government our 
congratulations on the very satisfactory results which have been attained. 
We rejoice in the very substantial state of prosperity which is evinced by the 
budget, and we view with sentiments of pleasure the large balance at the 
disposal of the Government which we may safely conclude will be utilized 
for the further benefit of the Province both as regards the servants of the 
Government and the public generally. 

‘‘To traverse the whole budget would necessitate a minute knowledge of 
financial and administrative details which I do not claim to possess; but with 
Your Honour’s permission I would refer to a few points in tlie hope that in 
the near future, when opportunity permits, they may receive favourable 
attention from the Government. r 

“Provision is made in the budget fora grant of over four lakhs for the 
improvement of the Port of Chittagong. To this grant, as matters stand, there 
can be no possible objection, though it may be presumed that In the event of that 
port being separated from Bengal all grants made to it by the Government of 
this Province will bo refunded by the Government to which it will be transferred. 
In this connection I would ask Your Honour whether it would not be possible, 
out of the large surplus at the disposal of Government, to afiford some relief to 
the Port of Calcutta on account of the heavy burden of the Kidderpore Docks. 
Such relief would bo of considerable benefit to, and would be much appreciated 
by, the trade of the port. At present the Port Trust pays Government 4 per 
omt, interest on the Dock Loan of Rs. 287 lakhs. If this interest could be 
reduced to 8 J per cent,^ the rate at which Government itself can borrow money, 
it would mean a saving of a lakh and forty-three thousand in the year. It is* 
well-known that the Docks hardly pay their working expenses apart from 
interest and sinking fund which together amount to about 15 lakhs a year. 
This burden, therefore, has to be borne by the general revenues of the port. 

I have been reminded this morning by the Hon’ble Mr. Inglis that thi/ 
question was the subject of correspondence between the Port Commissioners 
and the Government in 1895-96, and at that time the Government declined to 
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reduce the rate of interest. But I do not suppose that the decision then 
amyed at partook of the nature of a law of the Medes and Poraians which 
alteroth not. At that time the reduction of the rate of interest on Ghoyemment 
Promissory Notes from 4 to 3^ per cent* had only been newly introduced and 
waS| if it may Ije so desoribed, in the experimental sta^e. It is no long^mr an 
experiment, but an established fact. The rate is never likely to revert to 4 
per^cenL : on the contraiy, it is more likely to be further reduced to 3 per cent. 
When the loan was made to the Port Trust the rate on Government loans was 
4 pef^ eent.f and it is evidence of the intention on the part of the Government 
not to make a profit on the transaction that it should have lent the money to 
the Port Trust at the same nite. Acting on this principle, therefore, there is no 
real reason why the interest should not now be reauced to the Government 
^ sti^ndard of per cent. 

I have heard it also advanced that the Port Trust is prosperous and 
there is no need for the reduction. This is scarcely a proper argument, for if 
we admit the claim that the interest should be reduced, then we put the Port 
Trust in the position of a creditor and the Government in the position of a 
debtor, and it is no valid plea that the debtor should refuso to pay the creditor 
because the latbjr is prosperous. There may bo other reasons for refusing 
the reduction, but the fact of the Port Trust being prosperous cannot be 
advanced as one. 

The reduction of this interest would largely increase the borrowing 
powers of the Port Commissioners and so enable them to carry out important 
works the cost of which must be debited to capital and cannot bo paid for 
out of revenue. 

Would it not also be permissible for this Government to add a substantial 
amount to the sum of fifty lakhs allowed by the Imperial Government toward 
the City Improvement Scheme ? We, residents of Calcutta, fully recognize the 
principle that, if we want our city cleansed and beautified, we should be 
prepared to share the expense of tno cleansing and beautifying process ; but 
we hope for such help as will enable us to bear the extra burden without 
making the cost of existence too great for us, more especially for those who are 
in receipt of fixed salaries, but who find expenses continually increasing. 

I note that in the budget provision is made for the housing of Government 
officials, and I trust this will include some sort of living accommodation for 
the poorer class of Government clerks to whom it is a serious problem to find 
suitable quai;^ers in the fac:e of ever rising rents. 

‘‘Apparently for the first time after many years a very liberal grant has 
been made for Primary Education. May I venture to hope that, as no details 
are given as to how it is proposed to apportion this grant, some portion of it 
may be used for what, for want of a better appellation, I may call ‘Primary 
Technical Education’? Technical Education has had substantial encouragement 
and support from Government for many years, and the results liave boon of 
marked benefit to a large number of young men whose training thus gained 
has enabled them to adopt professions of usefulness and profit. As a further 
step in this direction, Your Honour has recently introduced a system of 
Commercial Education, and I have no doubt that the opportunity will be taken 
full advantage of by young men who contemplate a business career, for with 
the foundations thus laid at schools and colleges they will find themselves 
prepared beforehand for the work that lies before them as clerks, book-keepers 
or accountants. Technical Education, therefore, has been dealt with in no 
niggardly spirit by the Government. 

“ But there is one class for whom apparently little has been done, the class 
who have to depend upon their hands to earn their livelihood, to whom training 
schools, engineering colleges and commercial classes are things unknown, 
or, if known, unattainable ; whose education is of the most meagre description 
and whose training for the particular handicraft which they may adopt seems 
to be picked up anyhow and anywhere without any method or recognized 
system. It is on hebalf of this class, the large class, of artizans and 



132 


The Bengal Financial Statement for 1905-1906 » fSlST Mabch, 

[Jtfr. Larmourf\ 

handicraftsmen, that I would beg some assistance from Tour Honour. 
Some years ago a Commission was appointed by Government to enquire 
into this subject, and in response to an enquiry I received fron^ the Secretary 
of that Commission I communicated my views at some length. I never heard 
the result of that Commission, or whether any definite conclusion was arrived 
at. 


trust Imay be pardoned if, on this point, I confine myself principally 
to the industry with which I am personally connected and in which I have had 
a continuous experience of over tnirty-six years ; but I have little doubt that 
employers in other branches of manufacturing industries would confirm what 
I say. Something is done in Reformatory Schools to teach young boys a 
trade. Apprentices are, I believe, taken in at the dockyards and telegraph 
works. But more than this is necessary. It is hardly advisable or desirable • 
that boys should transgress the law in order to be taught a trade, and the 
other sources of training are open only to a few. What is wanted is that 
boys who are willing to learn a trade should have the opportunity aflforded 
them of learning it in a methodical and systematic manner. Private con- 
cerns can and do afford a certain amount of training, but they are com- 
paratively few in number and are in many cases out of the reach of the 
would-be handicraftsman. As it is at present, the large majority of youths pick 
up a knowledge of their craft as best they can, with the result that their 
workmanship is of a very low order, rendering them unfit to compete with 
others whose systems of training are better and more methodical. 

As an example, I would here mentjon a well-known fact, that Chinamen 
are gradually but surely supplanting natives as wood-workers. Whatever their 
system of training may be, it is not to be denied that their workmanship is 
superior in every way to that of the native, and 1 cannot accept it that this is 
due to any superiority of intelligence; for granting equality of conditions and 
training the native artizan can, when properly looked after, do his work as 
intelligently and skilfully as his Chinese competitor. But it is just that training 
that is lacking, and it is in this direction that I would solicit the help of the 
Government. I acknowledge that there are diflEculties in the way, but those 
difficulties are not unsurmountable. They have existed in other branches of 
technical education and have been successfully overcome. We must recognize 
the general poverty of the class, the early age at which a boy must begin his 
training, the inability and possibly unwillingness of parents to send their boys 
to any established training institution, the inaavisability of insisting on 
educational tests which would be of little or no value to the aian who has 
to earn his living by the work of his hands, and with these principles to guide 
us I feel sure that something could eventually be done to benefit and improve 
the position of the artizan classes of this Province^ 

‘‘This Council has lately passed a law which will be very much to the 
benefit of Calcutta, I mean the Smoke-Nuisances Act. We have heard on many 
sides that the best prevention of the smoke-nuisance is to procure better 
stokers. At present we take an untrained coolie and tell him to shovel coal 
into a furnace. To him the fact that thick black smoke belches forth from the 
chimney is only evidence that he is zealously carrying out his orders to throw 
coal on the fire, and he is happy in consequence and proceeds to add more coal 
thereby causing more smoke. To talk to him about scientific stoking would be 
futile, and to tell him that the coal must be so distributed that there shall be 
little or no smoke would, to his mind, be an insult to his intelligence. Liet the 
coolie however be trained before he is allowed to stoke, let him understand 
from the first that dense smoke only means imperfect combustion, let him learn 
that the less smoke he makes the more money he will get, and his endeavours 
thereafter will be confined to lesson rather than to increase the volume of smoke. 
But at present he has no one to teach him. All he has to do is to shovel coal 
and that he does to the best of his ability causing loss to his employers, incon- , 
venience to his neighbours and earning less money for himself. 

I would take this opportunity of thanking Your Honour for the generous 
donation which has been provided for towards the paying patients’ wards of 
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the Oeneral Hospital. This will be a matter for much satisfaction and congra- 
tulation to those who have striven so long and so earnestly for that admirable 
institution. It is hardly necessary for me to take up the time of the Council 
by dilating on its benefits and merits, I can only assure Your Honour that 
the boon is one which will be thoroughly appreciated by those who have the 
misfortune to be inmates of the hospital, and that you, Sir, will have earned 
the heartfelt gratitude of all sections of the European community in Bengal.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Saligram Singh said : — I congratulate the Hon’ble 
Member in charge for having placed a good budget before us, and it is satis- 
factory to find that the financial condition of the Government of Bengal is 
sound and prosperous. In passing, I may hero remark that the misapprehen- 
sion un4er which some Hon’ble Members laboured last year as to the effect of 
the new financial settlement with the Government of India on the finances of 
Bengal must be by this time removed for good. I desire to offer a few remarks 
on the details of the budget. 

‘‘While commenting on the favourable financial position of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal during the year, the Hon^ble Member in charge of the budget 
admits that this is largely due to an unusual expansion of the stamp duty 
cbiefly under the head of ‘ Court-Fee-stamps.’ This, I am afraid, is not alto- 
gether a matter for congratulation, for an expansion of revenue chiefly under 
the head of Court-Foo-stamps undoubtedly means an increase in litigation. 
But at tlie same time 1 am bound to say that, with increased receipts from 
Stamps, the Government is not unmindful of the demands of Law and Justice for 
increased expenditure with a view to greater efficiency. This is evidenced — (a) 
by the provision made in the budget* for an Additional Judge of the High 
Court, who I hope will be made permanent; (i) by a larger expenditure 
under fees to Pleaders ; (c) , by larger grants under salaries and establishment 
to Munsifs, diet and travel ling^exponses to witnesses and allowances to Jurors 
and Assessors ; (d) by the proposed extension of the High Court buildings ; (^?) 
by the provision for the erection of Munsifs’ Courts and Munsifs’ private 
residences in different places and by otlter items; and I hope that such 
expenditure will be an ever-increasing factor in all future budgets. 

“ It is satisfactory to find that in the Budget Estimate for 1905-00, a sum 
of Rs., 2,85,000 has been set apart for an increase in the number of Deputy 
Magistrates and Deputy Collectors and the re-organisation of the Subordinate 
Executive Service. I do not know what the scheme is for the re-organisation 
of the Subordinate Executive Service, but no scheme will be satisfactory that 
does not mclucfo an increase in the initial pay of the 4th grade Sub-Deputy 
Collectors. As at present these officers commence with an initial pay of Ks. 100 
per mensem^ and this sum is altogether inaduquate to support them, consist- 
ently with the style and dignity they have got to maintain. It must be 
remembered that these officers are drawn from the same class of men as 
Deputy Collectors, Jthat in the majority of cases they possess the same educa- 
tional qualifications, and that they are employed to discharge the same iudicial 
Find revenue wo#k. It is therefore reasonable that they should begin with about 
the same pay as Deputy Magistrates, and I think it will be conceded that 
Rs. 160 a month will not be a too large sum for them to begin with. 1 trust 
my remarks will be kept in sight when the scheme for the re-organisation of the 
Sub-Executive Service is finally formulated. 

“I see that a sum of Rs. 20,000 is provided in the budget for the 
re-organisation of the Registration Department I do not know whether the 
re-organisation contemplated includes the placing of Rural Sub- Registrars 
on the permanent list and their being graded and paid salaries instead of 
[commission. The Government of Bengal bad some such scheme under their 
contemplation, and I should like to know whether by the proposed re-organi- 
lation of the department effect is to be given to this scheme, although the 
5um edlotted for the re-organisation, in my opinion, would scarcely appear 
adequate enough for the purposes of sucli a scheme. If the re-organisatioii 
meant does not contemplate this, then I should respectfully like to submit 
bhatj the sooner attention is drawn to this matter, the oetter. 
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It is a matter of regret that the GoTomment of Bengal has not found it 
possible to utilise the grant that was sanctioned last year for improvemei|t 
in the pay and prospects of the hard -worked Ministerial Officers. In reply 
to an interpellation in the Bengal Council some time ago we were given to 
understand that the scheme had not received the sanction of the Government 
of India, and the same reason is also put forward in the budget itself. But 
I trust that, before the time comes round for the presentation of the 'next 
budget, the Government of Bengal would be ready with the scheme in order 
to be able to make provision for it next year. • 

‘‘ I find that the estimates provide Rs. 70,000 for expenses during the 
prevalence of Plague, including a special grant of Rs. 50,000 to the Divisional 
Commissioners for special plague measures. Wliile I am bound to say that 
in the past the Government has not been unmindful of the troublQS aqd 
sufEerings of the large plague-striken population, especially in the districts of 
Bihar where the ravages of plague are most keenly felt, it strikes me that the 
sum provided this year must be somewhat inadequate to the requirements of 
the case, and I would respectfully press that the Government should give a 
larger grant for this purpose, even at this stage, if it is practicable to do so. 
Thus is a matter in which the Government ought to be generous. 

^^I also find that a sum of Rs. 48,000 is provided in the budget for raising 
the Dacca Survey School to the status of the Bihar School ot Enginefering. 
It may be necessary to raise the status of the Dacca Survey School, bjit at the 
same time the question of raising the status of the Bihar School of Engineer- 
ing itself ought not to be altogether lost sight of. No doubt in reply to an 
address of tne Bihar Landholders’ Association, Your Honour was pleased to 
say that the consideration of that question ought to be postponed pending 
the consideration of the proposed transfer of the Sibpore Engineering College 
to Ranchi. I do not know whether such a transfer has been finally decided 
upon ; but I venture to think that, even with the Sibpore Engineering College 
tranferred to Ranchi, there would be found room enough for an Engineering 
College in the capital of Bihar itself. Nor would the cost of raising the 
Bihar School of Engineering to the status of a college, at least a college 
teaching up to the Lower Civil Engineering Examination only, be, I think, 
prohibitory; it has already many of the requisites of a college, and it will not 
I, think, require a large expenditure to give it the required degree of 
expansion. I most respectfully beg to press this question on Your Honour’s 
attention. 

‘‘ There is another College that is very badly wanted in Bihar. I am 
indeed very glad to see a provision of Rs. 33,000 for improvements in the 
Temple Medical School, Bankipore. It is good so far as it goes, but not 
until the Temple Medical School is raised to the status of a college will the 
requirements of Bihar in the matter of medical ^^ducation be adequately met. 
Will it be believed that vrith the Medical College in Calcutta in full swing 
for the last 70 years or more, there is not a single Bihari ^Assistant Surgeon 
in the service of Government ; will it be b^eved that there is not even a 
single Bihari graduate of medicine except perhaps one. But •tihis lamentable 
state of afiairs, I respectfully beg to submit, is not due to the inaptitude or 
incapacity of the Biharis for medical education, for the Temple Medical 
School in Bankipore is full to overflowing with Bihari students, and there is 
absolutely no reason to doubt that students will not be forthcoming in large 
numbers for a Medical College if the advantages thereof are brought to 
their doors. And taking into consideration the fact that Government main- 
tains but one solitary college in Bihar, and that the expenditure thereupon is 
out of all proportion and considerably below what would be the proper share 
of Bihar if the total expenditure on higher education on the basis of popula- * 
tion or on the basis of Bihar’s proportionate contribution to revenue were 
taken into account, and also taking into consideration the fact that practically 

3 >eaking the Biharis have derived no advantage from the Calcutta Medical^ 
ollege, taking these two facts together into consideration, I think it will be* 
conceded that the Biharis have a fair claim to have a Medical College of 
their own, and 1 beg to press this question on the attention of the Government 
of Bengal to be dealt with whenever an opportunity for it should arise. 
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I cannot but tender my cordial thanks to the Government of India for the 
lar^ grants for Police Reform, Primary Education and for the District Boards, 
Ponce Reform means, I take it, the reform of a vital department of tlie 
administration, and as such it is of the greatest consequence that the reform 
should be thorough, but at any rate the Government of Bengal ought to give 
a fair trial to *the reform suggested before we shall be justified in asking for 
m<^re. As regards the grants for Primary Education, I agree with the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the budget in the way he proposes to spend it ; and as 
regards the grant to the District Boards, 1 think it is necessary that tlie CJorn- 
missioners of Divisions, who will be at present vested with the allocation of 
this grant to the different District Boards in his division, will keen in sight in 
making the allocation, not only the varying necessities of the different District 
Boards, but also, so far as practicable, tlie share that would in the ordinary 
•cotfrseof business fall to the lot of eacii if the distribution were made direct by 
the Government. 

‘‘ In conclusion, I am bound to congratulate the Ilon’blo Member for liaving 
been able to provide for a number of useful and wortliy objects under tin* 
different beads of expenditure : Land Revenue, Excise, Registration, General 
Administration, Law and Justice, Police, Education, Medical, 8cientific and 
* other minor departments, Miscellaneous, Irrigation and Civil Works, and to 
repeat that on the whole the budget is an eininontly satisfactory one.*^ 

Tlte llon’ble Babu Bhubendka Nath Bash said; — *‘Sir — 1 off(?r my best 
congratulations to the Hon’ble Mr. Shirres for the' budget which he ha* laid before 
the Council and the admirable and lucid statement with which he introduced it. 
So far as it goes the budget is eminenlly satisfactory and the II on ’bio Member 
is entitled to just credit for it. The last financial settlement, whabwer effect 
it may have had upon th^ stability of the financial relations btdween the Local 
and lm{>erial Governments,^ does not seem to have been an unmixtsd good. 
The additional tribute wliich we have to pay for the larger share of tlie 
Provincial revenues which the Imperial Government has appropriated, amounts 
for the next financial year to Rs. 74,72,000. Against tliis we hav(‘ to set ()fl 
Rs. 49,03,000, the Imperial grant; so our net loss is Ks. 25,60,000. This 
is a dear price to pay for th(‘ boon of an imhdinite seftlemimt not renewabh* 
every five years, and the price, with the expansion of our local revenues, will 
go on increasing every year. 

We are deeply grateful lor tlu' Imperial grant of 12^ lakhs to the Distriirt 
Boards, It is an act of tardy reparation. Uie injustice done to the fund by its 
diversion to Objects other than those for whi(di it was originally intended has 
been denied. The plea lia.s been put forward that suhsequent legislation has 
removed the limitations which surrounded tin* fund under its original scheme. 
We need not stop to iiiquire*into the validity of this jiloa. The Ooverninont 
may, as it well knows, validate any act it claioses: its l(?gnlity may not be 
questioned, but itg justice and jiropriety very well may. J'ooplu submitted to 
the levying of the road cess which they contended was a violation of the solemn 
pledge given hy Government at the tinu^ of the jiermanent settlement on the 
distinct assurance that the fund would be utiliscid for certain well understood 
local purposes. Can it be lor a moment said that this assuranct^ has been 
adhered to ? Legislation may legalise but cannot justify a wrong. We arii 
sure the whole question will be carefully cx>nsidered when the Local Self- 
Government Bill is introduced and we trust that justice will yet prevail. But 
however that may be, wo welcome the relief that has been given to these hard- 
pressed bodies, the Wstrict Boards of Bengal ; may wo interpret it is a sign 
that Gk>vernment feels the injustice of its action and is willing to make amends? 
I admit it is a bold interpretation, but Governmerits, and even the Government 
of India, are not above possessing a conscience. 

“ Sir, I am told that the help offered by Government for the purpose of 
^ digging wells and tanks for drinking water has been fully availed of. 1 may 
remind the Council that the Government offered fifty thousand rupees, provided 
the District Boards and private individuals paid a similar sum. I am glad 
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and I congratulate ourselves and the Government that the sum expected from 
private contributions was actually subscribed ; but it is not fair to the peoplp 
who are paying the road cess and contributing through the District Boards, 
that they should make further private contributions. The contributions come 
of course, but we all know how. J 

Coining to the question of Education, on behalf of the Constituency which 
1 have the honour to represent in this Council, and that Constituency embraces 
the whole of educated Bengal and includes the officers, Europeai> and 
Indian, engaged in the work of education, 1 beg to express to Your Honour’s 
Government our sincere gi-atitude for the * largely increased expenditure sanc- 
tioned under this head. From Rs. 34,42,000 budgeted for in 1903-1904, we 
have for the ensuing year an estimated expenditure of Rs. 54,07,656 ; we have 
also to thank Your Honour’s Government for the great improvein^ts projeefted* 
witli regard to the Daiica College, for wiiich a sum of Rs. 2,27,500 has been 
sanctioned and for Rs. 37,000 sanctioned for improvements to the Bethune 
College. 

Sir, I tread on delicate ground when I refer to the expenditure of 
Rs. 1,00,000 on the Ranchi Model College. 1 am aware of the difference of 
o})inion which attaches to this scheme. Fears have been entertained in some-^ 
(quarters that tlic growth of the Ranchi Institution may choke the life of 
the Presidency College which has been endeared to us by its long and 
varied associations. It carries us back to the days of the old* Hindu 
College, to times when the western scholar had to establish his claims 
against the ancient forms of the east ; it has given us Educationists whose 
names are remembered With affection and pleasure ; it has given us 
men whom wo have learnt to look upon with pride. It seiwes as an 
exemplar to oductional institutions all over the proyince and it is the centre 
of our hopes and aspirations. Any action whic^i threatens to undermine its 
foundations are viewed with dismay. Wo have Your Honour’s assurance that 
it is not intended to lot the Presidency College die. Your Honour will pardon 
those of my countrymen who fear that Your Honour’s successors may disregard 
your assurance and that a day may come when the Presidency College may 
cease to bo. 

They point out, not without reason, that solemn pledges contained in 
Parliamentary Statutes and Royal Proclamations have not always been fulfilled : 
that assurances made to the ear have been broken to the hope, and that a 
succeeding Government may feel no compunction in upsetting the decision of 
its predecessor. I for my part do not share these fears. Whatever may be 
the fortunes of the Ranchi College, whatever the intentions of any future 
Rulers of Bengal, it is not possible to conceive that the seat of the foremost 
University in British India, the seat of the Bupreme and Provincial Govern- 
ments, the seat of the highest Courts and the principal public offices, the centre 
of all educational activity should be without an exemplary educational 
institution in the country. 

‘‘ To the people in the mufassil, Calcutta with its congested population, 
its outbreaks of epidemic diseases, its dangerous attractions and its general 
expensiveness, it is no easy matter to send boys to be educated in the 
Presidency College. To parents in Calcutta when a boy is sickening in the 
close and pestilential atmosphere of the town, it is difficult to find where to 
•ond him to without a break in his studies. The Ranchi College will not 
supplant the Presidency College, just as Darjeeling, nay, even Simla has not 
supplanted Calcutta, but it will supply a long-felt want. In its hostels grouped 
together will live the Hindu and the Mussulman, the patrician and the plebian, 
and in the warm days of youth they will contract friendships which will bind 
them as citizens and will be no moan factors in the evolution of India. 

‘‘ Sir, whatever may be said of the Ranchi College Scheme, I think 
public opinion will unanimously support me in my pren^er to strengthen 
the Presidency College and widen its sphere of usefulness. It has to inQ.inta.in 
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its position against powerful Missionary t^olloges and active private institu- 
tions. No expense will be grudtred by the country in giving the Presi- 
dency College the most efficient staff. As an old student of the College, 

I remember with pleasure and pride the <lays when wo sat at the feet 
of men like ^Sutcliffe and Woodrow. Croft and Tawney, Elliot and 

Pedler Their sympathy with tlie students is still romemlxired 

'wiiki affection, their influence still permeates our life. Nor is this all. If the 

Presidency College is to fulhl its destiny, it must be converted into a 

residefltial College with large and healthy hostels and extensive recreation 
grounds, where the teacher and tlio taught may meet untrammelled by the 
formalities of the class room. Your Honour’s sympathy witli the cause of 
higher education is well known. Surely, Calcutta and nil Bengal may expect 
what Your JJonour has given to Dacca, and a resuscitated Prt'sidency Coliegc> 

witfi its unrivalled laboratories and library, surrounded by neat and nice- 

looking quarters for the students and the professors, overlooking a broad 
playground, skirting it may bc^ the river or the canal, will be an institution 
which will worthily commemorate Your Honour’s rule. 

‘^Sir, while still on the subject of tlie Presidency College, I shall take leave 
to call Your Honour’s attention to a mutter to which my distinguished predeces- 
sor in the representation of the University with all the weight that attmdies to 
his unique experience of University affairs had made pointed reference on 
the occasion of the last Budget debate, 1 mean the reduction in the numl)er and 
value of the junior and senior scholarships awarded as the result of the Entrance 
and F. A. examinations. These scholarships are mostly woti by poor students 
and are in many instances the only means on which they rely for their educa- 
tion. It is they who have given us our most distinguished scholars and it is on 
them that the burden of reduction falls very heavily. The schooling fee of the 
Presidency College is now higher than the 3rd grade junior scholarships, and 
these scholars if they wish* to join the Presidency College have to take to 
private tuition to the detriment of their own studies. Your Honour’s Government 
was pleased to hold out a hope on the occasion of the last Budget debate to 
re-consider the subject. 1 find additional provision to the extent of Rs. 15,000 
has been made in the IJudg(‘t for HcholarMhij)8, and I trust that the grievances of 
the junior and senior scholars will now be redressed. 

“ Sir, though the Presidency College has naturally the first claim on Your 
Honour’s attention, I may, I hope, also plead for the private Colleges in 
Calcutta, Hardly any of them in its literal sense is proprietary, most of them 
are vested in* Committees ; they have to figlit their way with the limited moans 
at their disposal ; they have to satisfy the needs of their students who are no 
mean judges of the quality of the instruction they receive. They have to face 
private and Government competition and stand the strain of the exodus amongst 
the students due to plague or other epidemics in Calcutta. 7’hoy carry on their 
work without Government aid and hardly with any private help; and they dis- 
charge a very useful function: hundreds and thousands of poor students would 
be denied the benefit of English education but for tehse private Colleges. The 
new regulations compelling them to provide for hostels will seriously handicap 
their resources, and it would be conferring a real boon on the country if the 
Government came to their help under their present difficult situation. Wo 
acknowledge with pleasure the provision of Rh. 07,000 for rent of boarding 
houses for students in Calcutta ; may we hop? that a free gift of this sum will be 
made to private institutions according to their requirements for the accommo- 
dation of their students, or if that is not possible only a nominal return asked 
for. 

We have also to thank the Imperial Government for its grant of five lakhs 
to the University and Your Honour’s Government for its grant of two lakhs. 
We hope the extension of the University Buildings that is contemplated will 
0 be made with the object of housing a central laboratory and library for tiie 
use of University students, so that in time with further funds the university 
of Calcutta may discharge the function of a teaching University. 
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‘‘ Our liest thankH are also due to the Imperial Government for the grant 
of Kh. 10,00,000 in aid of primary education ; it will lighten the burden , 
of the District Board and help the cause of education in the country. We 
(cordially and gratefully acknowledge the efforts of Ciovern merit in the cause 
of education. We find that in the closing year there were 1,730,614 male 
scholars and 162,260 female scholars in school, giving a proportion of 30*08 
and 2*82 respectively against the same population of school-going age, * 

There was a slight rise in the number of schools, giving a total of *66,000 
schools against 2 *5,407 villages, or roughly speaking four schools for every 
tliree villages, and these include Government-aided, Board, and private institu- 
tions. 1 shall not dwell on the common places of the benefits of education. The 
InOian handloom industry in which Bengal occupies a high place is being 
gradually cruslied out, because the weavers will not adopt the improvements 
which other countries have adopted, and which may be brought within their 
means. The Indian husbandman knows of no other implements than those 
which have been handed down to him from times immemorial. 

The only means to help them is to give a wider horizon to theii* vision 
and that can only l>e done through the means of education. We spend the . 
least of all civilized countries on education and while in Europe and in Nortlir 
and South America primary education is compulsory and free, we extract from 
the ignorant and ill -fed peasantry of Bengal nearly 20 lakhs of rupees in fees. 

If }>iirnary education cannot he made compulsory, if it cannot be mkde alto- 
gt^tlicr free, cannot the Government cheapen it, so that it may be more largely 
availed of than now by the j)eople for whom it is intended. 

“ But whether we can render primary education free or not, even in the 
case of (cultivators and working men, we can certainly render it more attrac- 
tive, I do not know whether the Government is aware of the nature of the 
text-books in use in these schools. They are intended to be science primers 
issued by English-publishing firms and written in a language, which it will be 
hard to define and discriminate. (_>ne of them, the most largely used is a 
(onglomerate of English and Bengali and it deals with all concceivable scientific 
subjects : Chiunistry and I6iysics, Botany and Zoology, Hygiene and Hydro- 
statics all find a place tliere. Neither tlie ill-paid and ill-equipped guru nor 
the bewildered student can dive into its mysteries, and this beautiful jumble 
of scientific jargon is doing service for the scientific education of Bengali 
children. The thing would be ludicrous if it was not so pitiable. Generations 
of boys are growing up in utter ignorance of what they are taught and 
valuable time is being wasted. There have been protests and complaints, but 
who cares. Not the mighty Educcation Department, which is passing boys 
through the same mould so that they may emerge with the same shape. 

‘‘ Tliis brings me to the consideration of another cognate matter. We do not 
know what our Rulers think of om* language. 1'hey believe, I am afraid, that 
it is a language without shape or form and tliat it may be ''chiselled into any 
sliape. A learned Committee of four Englislimen and one Indian recently sat 
and came to the conclusion that primary instruction to the agricultural youth 
of Bengal should be imparted in their own dialect. We are told that a book 
has to be written out in English and then translated into the different dialects 
of Bengal, so that knowledge may be acquired without the process of learning 
a language. It is difficult to discuss the matter seriously: it is. difficult t<> 
conceive that a translation from another language is to be the medium of 
instruction for little children; that foreign modes of thought and expression 
will liave to be rendered into the dialectical language of Bengal, so that they 
mny bo understood by the illiterate classes. We may ask these learned * 
geutlenien whether they would translate the word stomach, for instance as ‘ pat’ 
for East Bengal as ‘ pet ’ for Central Bengal, as ‘ pent ’ for West Bengal and 
I do not know into what other word for all the different arecus over which 
the Bengali race has the misfortune to bo scattered. I do not know whether* 
it is known to these gentlemen that the Bengali poetic renderings of the 
Ramagana and Mahahharaia^ the immortal works of Kirtibasha and Kashidasa 
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are read or sung all over Bengal and notwithrttanding the large admixture of 
•Sanskrit words generally understood. I do not know whether they have 
witnessed tr.e spectacle of a Jatra party from Calcutta visiting the interior 
of the country and largely attended by the literate and illiterate cdassi^s and 
equally appreciated by them. This is not the placet nor the occasion to argue 
the question. In any country but in India nobody would have iaditwed Uiat 
such a recommendation could have been made ana in no country would such 
a recommendation be given effect to. But it is no exaggeration to say that 
we do not know how we may fare here. If wo oppose we impute^ if wo keep 
quiet we acquiesce. We have no intention to impute, but the country has 
unanimously protested against the recommendation and we trust Your ifonour 
will deliver us from this impiuiding (‘.alamity. The Bengali language is not so 
difhpuH that jiimple toxt-bo(}k^ in indigenous Bengali cannu^ bt* written in an 
intelligible form for the agricultural population. It is enough that we im})ort 
all our necessaries of lib' from foreign countrit^s, it is emaigh that wo clothe 
our agriculturists with the produce of Lancaster, let him hiivt^ his language 
coined for him in Ids own country. 

‘‘ Sir, I have on prewious occasions dwelt on the grievan<;es of tiu' Subordiiiut** 
• and Provincial Ediuuitional Services. Y^our Honor's Goverimumt has he(ui 
pleased to state that the matter is under tin? consideration of tht‘ (Tovernment 
of India. We bopc^. Sir, that we sliall soon have a scht'me which will rc5mov(* 
one of .the gravijst blots in t he educational system of this Province, an ill-puid 
staff to discharge what <*vory civilized Clovcrnment <‘<)nsiders the most 
important function of admiui.stration. 

“ Sir, there is another class ()f officers who d(‘8orve some consideratiem at 
Your Honour’s hands. 1 refer to the Sub-Deputy Collectors. They come 
from the same strata of society as th(‘ Dej>uty (’ollectors and liave generally 
the same educational qualifications. Theur initial pay of Ks. 100 sjiecitilly 
when it is considered that they got no travelling allowance up t<) a uistance 
Id miles is hardly adequab* and is not desirable in the interests of the 
service itself or of tlie State.. Wc^ are glad to find that the P'inancial Statement 
shows that Ks. 2,85,000 has been sot a]mrt for the re-organization of the Subor- 
dinate Executive Service and w(* are sur<* that the claims t)f this deserving class 
of officers will bo duly considered. 

“ Sir, I have already detained Your Honour’s Council too long and 1 dare not 
go into luanv other (lucstioiis whicli vitally concern us. Your Honour is aware 
that there have been numerous complaints about the way in which gun licenses 
have been issued or rather witlihel<l. We fail to realise why in areas compaia- 
tivoly free from acts of violence, licenses previously issued are being caiictdled. 
It can have but one meaning, that our Rulers, witli every year tliat is passing, 
are growing more dittrustfal of tlie people, but that is a meaning which it is 
hard to attach to tlie action of the authorities. There must be some overzoalous 
policeman somew^^ere, and we naturally appeal to Y<»iir Honour for relief. 

It is not possible at this stage to dwell on the effect of the recent Resolu- 
tion of Your ifonour’s Government abolishing competitive tests for admission to 
the I'rovincial Civil Service. The merits of coiiqietition verms nomination 
have been discussed threadbare. Your Honour’s distinguished predecessors 
have held different views, but views may certainly change. 

‘‘Sir, flattery and sycophancy have been justly condemned by very high 
authority. It seems thnt a variance between proiession and practice is not 
the monopoly of the East. While we are told that sycophancy is an unpar- 
donable sin allied to untruth, we are made over hand and foot to the tender 
mercies of the lord of the district. We have no means to ascertain how the 
youth of poor and middle class parents will approach the Collector, how tlieir 
merits or demerits will be known to the earthly arbiter of their destiny. We 
are essentially a poor people, non-commercial and non-industrial. Service in 
the Government of their country has been to our young men one of the 
principal inducements to study. Altruistic and lofty ideals of knowledge for 
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tlie sake of knowledge have not generally been the guiding principles of our 
young ccllege students, as we are told is the case with the youths of mo^^e. 
favoured nations. They must put aside their self respect and they must* 
<iiHcard the exploded divinities of their ancient faith and bum incense at the 
altar of die gods who belong to a more virile race. When I think of what this 
will lead to, I despair of my countrymen. But while, Sir, 1 regret the intro- 
duction of this new system, 1 have to thank Your Honour for the recognition of 
the clainis of the University. Your Honour has conferred upon the University 
the privilege of recommending three students for these appointments and this 
will to some extent keep the door open for poor but deserving boys to get into 
the service : it will palliate but not remove the evil. 

Sir, there is one matter to which I crave leave to refer before I conclude. 
Bast year 1 appealed to Your Honour for relief on behalf of the mk]aria*stric!kei> 
people of Bengal. On that occasion the Hon’blo Mr. Shirres in the course of 
the budget debate was pleased to say that a special officer had been deputed 
to make inquiries, but his report had not then been received. I tnist that that 
report has since been received. In this connection 1 shall call Your Honour^s 
attention to the following figures: — In 190f3 while d(;ath from plague amounted 
to 65,680, fever accounted for l,f)o4,941 deaths: that is, roughly speaking, 
deaths from fever were nearly 25 times as great as deaths from plague. We ave*^ 
afraid that wliile this is the case, fever does not receive the same attention that 
plague does. 1‘he one arrests attention both of the people and the Govern^ 
ment by its suddenness, the other is allowed to kill the Bengal peasant by 
slow degrees, and whore it does not kill, it leaves behind a weakcumd popula- 
tion, who drag on a miserable existence. And the remedy is plain enough. 
In the mufassal towns, witli their defective drainage mid insanitary conditions, 
fever contributed 14*26 j>€r cent, to the d(‘ath-roll, whereas the rural areas 
were responsible for 22*65 per cent. And in iht^ tract of the country surrouiid- 
ing Calcutta, viz,^ in the 24-rarganas, while the doath-rate from fever was 
19*98 per cent, in Calcutta itself it was 5*74 per cent. The figures are signi* 
ficant and shew which way the remedy lies. No doubt the ignorance of the 
people as regards sanitary matters is to some extent ro'^porisible for this terrible 
havoc, but sanitary science will not help them to get the money for large 
drainage operations and good drinking water. The advance of science since 
the last Malaria Commission was held has been very great and we appeal to 
Your Honour to appoint another Commission or Committee of Inquiry into the 
causes of death from malaria in Bengal and their remedies. We can assures 
Your Honour no expense will be grudged by the people on this head. 

While on the subject of malaria, may 1 draw Your Honour’s attention to the 
condition of the Aranibagh feub-division of the Hisfrict of Hooghly. Jn fornier 
times it used to bo one of the healthiest places in West Bengal and was the breed- 
ing ground of that splendid body of men who formed the ranks of the dacoits 
It sutfers terribly from inundation which devastates the country for miles and 
miles, thrice and sometimes more in every year, allowing not a blade of grass to 
grow and thou follows fever in its train. This is what was said of the Sub- 
division in the last CeiiMus Report : — 

This Sub-division is generally looked upon as the unhealthiest part, and 
its crops are often damaged by floods from the Damoodar, whose waters are 
now allowed to spill over its right bank in order to obviate the risk of the 
embankment of the left side being breached. In spite of the immigration that 
has taken place, the district is still less populous by 70,000 than it was in 1872, 
and even then the district had suffered terribly from the fever epidemic for 
nearly a decade. It seems very doubtful whether it will fully recover its losses 
until the drainage problem is solved. The place is but three or four hours* 
journey from Calcutta, and I would respectfully appeal to Your Honour to 
visit the locality during the next rains to realise the misery and the sufferings 
of the^poor inhabitants. 1 have ventured to make the appeal, relying upon 
y^our Honour’s sympathy for the poor and the suffering ; and I am sure my 
appeal shall not be in vain. 
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Sir, coming nearer home, I may be pardoned if I make some reference to 
^the Mrinicipality of Calcutta. We read with a profound feeling of disappoint- 
ment the Resolution of Your Honour’s Government on the last Administration 
Report of the Corporation of Calcutta. The Special Comn\itteo of that 
Corporation has brought out defects both of administration and constitution 
which were serious. People expected that the Government would give direc- 
tions to rectify the defects which the Committee had so lucidly pointed out. 
Even the flon’ble Mr. K. G. Gupta had to adopt the main charges that the 
Committee had subst^intiated , and it was scarcely expected that the Government 
would be influenced in its judgment by the constitution of the Special 
Committee and would practically dismiss the report from the consideration 
with the following remarks : — 

^ Special Committee of the Corporation reviewed the Chairmafl’s report in a very 

thorough manner, and rendered good Borvioe in drawing attention to defects whicli demand 
careful attention. But they were as a body frankly liostile to the whole system of adminis- 
tration introduced by the present Calcutta Municipal Act. A very cordial appreciation of 
good work was not perhaps therefore to be expiated in their review. 

“I do not think the Government could have overlooked the fact thiit one of 
, the members of the Committee belonged to an important body which was 
violently opposed to the old order of things and was partly responsible for 
the »ew, and that the report was unanimous. However, I do not wish to 
detain the Council about controversial matters in regard to the (Corporation 
of Calciftta. 1 shall as a resident of Cah*utta call Vour Honour’s attention 
to the following observation in the Governmont Resolution : — 

The supply of unfiltered water is causing Tiuxioty. The largo inoroaso in the uuml>er of 
oozineoted privies has materially reduced the pressure in certain locralities. 

‘‘As my hon’ble friend the (Jhairman of the Corporation will admit, it 
has failed in many instances and has proved very vexatious. It is a serifuis 
menace to the health of the town when the supply of uiifiltered water to the 
privies fails, as it frequently does in tbe hot season, and I would appeal to niy 
hon’ble friend and ask Your Honour to support me in the appeal, not to insist 
on converting service into connected privies until the unhltered water-supply 
has been placed on a more satisfactory basis. 

“ Sir, I showed from figures which 1 placed b(3fore the Council on th(3 
occasion of the last budget debate, that tbe Corporation no longer represented 
the people of Calcutta, and the representation such as it is of the nortliorn por- 
tion of Calcut^ was extremely weak. Tbe old mernb(*rs are gone and the new 
have not the advantage of the experience of the past behind them. In many 
cases representatives have come in, because people did not care as to wh(» 
should represent them, and the result has been that that the northern portion of 
Calcutta has not received the same amount of attention that it deserves. 
Though along with my colleagues I felt it my duty to secedi^ from th<' 
new Corporation '•under circumstances 1 need not now advert to, yet 1 
am ready and willing to acknowledge the services of the new ( ’ommissionors 
specially of the gentlemen representing the Chambers of Commerc(?, who have 
taken great pains to beautify and adorn the town. That the north has not 
received the same care as tbe south, is one not so much to the apathy of the 
Commissioners as to their ignorance of the conditions of the northern 
town. 

“ So long as my hon'ble friend continues to be the Chairman of the Corpora- 
tion, we ar^ fully assured that tbe Indian poitioii of the town will not be 
neglected: he knows the people and the people know' him: he knows their wants 
•and grievances, and is always ready to coon? to their rescue, but those who 
have been in the Corporation can alone reiilise how difficult it is for the Chair- 
man to direct funds to be spent in any particular area unless be is strongly 
backed Viy the representatives of that area: a stronger representation takes 
away from what ought to have gone to a weaker neighbour. Situated as we 
fl|.re the only person we look foiward to is the Chairman, and we have found 
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him always ready and willing to help us. But, Sir, this state of things is not 
satisfactory. The Hon’ble Mr. Groer has lived down the sinister reputation, 
that the Corporation had acquired of extinguishing its Oiairman, but the Cor-* 
poration cannot hold him tied down for ever. It is necessary that the people 
should be given some voice, and I submit a preponderating voice, in their own 
affairs. 

“The defects of the present constitution of the Corporation are admAted 
even by those who wore its warmest supporters at the start and I appeal to Your 
Honour’s Government to take a step forward. I am sure Your Honour will be 
the last person to adhere to a policy after it has been found wanting and there 
is no doubt that the policy which evolved the Municipal Corporation as now con- 
stituted, has been found to have been misconceived. Calcutta requires expan- 
sion, its people want more elbow-room. The people of the north^n part justly 
complain of the want of a space like the maidan in the south. Let us extend 
the limits of Calcutta westward across the river, northward and eastward 
across the canal. It is cruel to remove bustees without providing accommoda- 
tion for the poor peojde to live in the outskirts of the town. There are no 
healthy quarters in the outskirts, no easy and cheap railway communication 
to bring tlie people in. The Improvement Scheme of Calcutta will fail, if we • 
cannot provide for a healthy and easily accessible suburban n,rca. Indications 
are not wanting to show that Your Honour has in view a large scheme fdt the 
re-organization and reconstitution of the Corporation of Calcutta. We hope 
they are correct and w'e pray for a generous consideration of the claims of the 
people in any such scheme that may be framed. 

“ Keferring to the Improvement Scheme the public arc rather siirpiised that 
its details have hitherto been kept back from them. It is incomprehensible 
why the public are denied an opportunity of expressing their views on any 
measure until it has reached a stage were public criticism becomes useless, either 
because the scheme has become so far developed that any material alteration is 
impracticable or because the })restige of the Government is likely to suffer if it 
makes concessions to public opinion. It would have been a great advantage to 
the Government and to the public if the outlines of the scheme, specially its 
financial provisions, had been well considered here before they were submitted 
to the iSecretaiy of {State. Now that tlie sanction of the {Secretary of State 
has been received, the scheme should be published for public information 
and criticism without keeping them in further suspense, in this connection 
may 1 appeal to Your Honour to give the people an adequate representation 
in any constitution that may be framed for carrying out the scheme, so 
that the difficulties of the people affected may be properly considered and justly 
dealt with and what is more the people may feel that they will be justly dealt 
with. 

“ There is one other matter to which I wish to refer before I close. There 
is a great deal of alarm at the threatened imposition of further cesses under the 
Local Self-Government Bill. It stands hardly to reason tKat with a treasury 

overflowing with surpluses further fresh taxation should be rosoHed to. 

# 

“ The public are also alarmed at the rumours of the introduction of a 
measure which will place the ignorant Bengal villager under the clutches of the 
Police. Balers and shippers may refuse to buy wet jute, but it is unreasonable 
to expect the Corporation or Government to send people to jail because they fail 
to supply to balers and shippers jute of the quality contracted for. It would 
be as reasonable to expect balers and shippers to be sent to jail if they fail to 
pay the price of the jute they contract to buy. 

“ Sir, 1 have detained, I am afraid, Your Honour’s Council at great length. « 
I thank Your Honour for the patience with which you have listened to our tale 
of grievances. Busy men as we are no one realises more than we do the 
tiresome repetition which we feel it our duty to indict on this Council ; but 
this is our only opportunity to make ourselves heard; we are told that our* 
platform resolutions passed at meetings, some of which we attend at consider- 
able sacrifice, are the mere expressions of opinion of meddlesome busy bodies 
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and we are not abore feeling^ a suspicion that our speeches in Council count 
for little more. If the liovernment had realised how much a resolution which 
it pens in the seclusion of its bureau, how much a Bill which it drafts in its 
Secretariat recess, moves the palpitating mass of humanity placed under its 
care, weak and weighted down it may be, but swayed by the same emotions 
as their more fortunate brethren and trying to lift the burden of centuries of 
ignbrance and misgovemment ; if they had realised how a scheme dividing the 
langue^e or the people, looking so simple on paper; how a resolution which 
undoes the gracious promise of the late Queen and excludes the peo[)]e for 
nothing else than the crime of colour from appointments in their own country, 
even in the Department of Police, for we are willing to accept any challenge 
on the ground of fitness, sends a throbbing motion of pain through their fibres 
penetziiting down to the very centre ; if they had realised hftw this same mass 
of humanity, not often trusted and often misinterpreted and misunderstood, 
turn in their [hopelessness and helplessness to the generous promises of noble 
Englishmen, who in the past have come to their rescue, our Government would 
pause and would give a more patient and sympathetic hearing to our represent- 
atiotis. I have every reason to trust that though effect may not bo given to 
what we believe is conducive to the interests of the people, our liumble 
l‘epre8entationB will receive sympathetic attention at Your Honours hands/’ 

*The Hpn’ble Babu Kali Paua Ghosh said : — “I beg to offer iny hearty'^ 
congratulations to the Hon’ble the Financial Secretary on the presentation of 
a budifet which very well may be culled a Prosperity Budget. It is 
gratifying to find that there has been an increase of over 12 lakhs to the 
receipts for the current year, as originally estimated. The consideration 
of the.details in connection with this increase shows that on one single item, 
vtz.j Stamps, there has been an increase of 3 lakhs. In explanation of this 
increase we are told that it*is duo to an unusual expansion of Stamp lievenue, 
chiefly under the head of ‘X>ourt-fee Stamps/ IHiis evidently means that 
there has been an unusual increase in litigation, and I would ask the 
Hon’ble the Financial Secretary to favour us with an explanation as to 
the cause which has occasioned this increase. Although 1 myself am a lawyer, 

I cannot say that 1 can felicitate the country on this enormous expansion of 
litigation. 

‘‘Turning to the expenditure side, we find that in the current year there 
have been savings amounting to Rs. 22,55,000. This is certainly not a matter 
for congratulation. These savings have evidently been achieved by deferring 
the execution. of several reforms, such as schemes for the improvcjment of 
salaries of the ministerial officers, for an increase in the number of Deputy 
Collectors and the re-organisation of thti Subordinate Executive Service and 
for Educational reforms. While placing the Financial Statement for the current 
year in March last, the Hon’ble the Financial Secretary con^atulatod himself 
on the introduction of a budget under which these much-needed reforms Would 
be carried out; bat it is to bo regretted that very little progress was made 
during the year towards executing any of them. In explanation wo arc told 
that necessary sanction could not be obtained before the close of the year ; but, 
cooeidering the fact that these schemes have been in contemplation for some 
yecu^s past, this explanation is rather disappointing, and we do not know when 
we shall see the actual completion of these measures. 

“ It is indeed satisfactory to notice that in the budget placed before us 
the permanent expenditure, allowed to the Local Government in the Financial 
Settlement, has been increased bj| Rs. 53,98,000, and that this increased 
amount has been distributed on several schemes involving urgent reforms. 
^But as regards the improvement of the position of ministerial officers, 1 must 
confess to a sense of disappointment. In the budget estimate for 1904-0i> 
provision of 4 lakhs was made on this head ; but in the budget under considera- 
tion the amount provided is only Rs. 2,75,000, vig., Rs. 1,11,000 shown under 
*Land Revenue’ and Rs. 1,61,000 under ‘Law and Justice.’ Will the 
Hon’ble the Financial Secretary be good enough to explain the cause of this 
reduction in the course of his speech ? 
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The said sum <>f Rb. 53,98,000 inclades the magnifioent Imperial grant of 
Rb. 34,50,000 — a grant for whioh we are deeply grateful to the Government , 
of India. This grant has been made for special purposes, vtr., lor Police 
and Educational reforms and grants to Distinct Boards. These are certainly 
objects on which money cannot be too largely spent; and we hope the reforms, 
for which these asBigncnents have been made, will be fully carried out before 
the close of the next financial year. • 

Coming to the subject of ^ Education*, we find that in the budget^laced 
before us the grant on this head has been raised from Rs. 85,19,000, provided 
in the current year’s budget estimate to Es. 47,52,000. We are deeply {O'Hteful 
for this increased appreciation of our educational wants; but, having regard to 
the growing needsi of our people and our vast population, the grant n^ust be 
regarded as not sufficiently adequate. * • 

I would next turn to the subject of Police reform — a subject which was 
agitating the minds of our cou ntrymen for a considerably long time and which 
has at last been set at rest by the Resolution of the Government of India 
recently published. In paragraph 8 of his Explanatory Note, the Hon’ble 
the Financial Secretary has expressed his high appreciation of the character , 
of the reforms, inaugurated by the said Resolution, but I regret I cannot fully 
share the Financial Secretary’s views on this subject, i'he provisions made 
for raising the pay of the Constables and Sub- Inspectors are certainly welcome, 
as they are an improvement, although not much, on the existing ' state of 
things ; but those regarding the appointment of higher officers of the department 
have been received by us with a seuse of profound disappointment. The 
distinction made between the appointment of European Assistant Superintend- 
ents and of Indian Deputy Superintendents, based as it is on racial' consi- 
derations, is most lamentable. 

‘‘ Then, again, we find that the promotion to the grade of District Superin- 
tendent will, in the case of European Assistant Superintendents, follow in the 
usual course but in the case of Indian Deputy Superintendents it has been con- 
sidered inexpedient to reserve any fixed numhier of District Superintendentships, 
and they will be only eligible for promotion when their fitness is fully established, 
'rhe practical result of these provisions will, we are afraid, be to shut the door 
to higher appointments in the department against the people of the country. 
Our disappointment is all the more keen that such a state of things should 
evolve out of the labours of a Commission which was presided over by a just 
and sympathetic ruler of the country like Your Honour. 

‘*The object for which the giunt of 12 J lakhs has been made to the District 
Boards has sufficiently been explained in the Financial Secretary’s Note; but I 
desire to point out that what is wanted on the interior of the country is not so 
much roads and communications as an adequate supply of pure drinking-water. 

I trust that a large portion of this grant will be devoted to this purpose, and 
may 1 be permitted to express the hope that Your Honour’s Government will 
be pleased to issue instructions upon these lines to the district authorities ? 
The researches of eminent experts have left no doubt that among the potent 
causes of cholera and malarial fever is bad and impure water ; and a Govemment 
which removes this want will bo entitled to the unspeakablh blessings of the 
country. 

^^1 trill next invite Your Honour’s attention to a matter which specially 
affects the division of Chota Nagpur whi(^ 1 have the honour to represent in 
this Council. It is a question connected^ with Irrigation in that part of the 
country. The failure of rice crons in Chota Nagpur has been somewhat toc^ 
frequent in recent years; and in the year 1897-98 it resulted in a seveie famine* 
This failure can hardly ^ attributed to want of rainfall, as we have aeareeiy 
less than fifty inches in a year, but it is generally due to the failure of what ie 
called hatij/a rains of October. In the event of their failare, the onl^ means 
of saving the crops lies in artifioal Irri^tion ; but the hands and akars whieh 
afford the only feasible means of irrigation ia Okota Hagpor have in most 
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oamt KOne oat of renair and their beds are silted np. The landlords in G9iota 
' Nagpar are generally spendthrifts, and they hare neither the means nor the 
induiation to undertake reforms iu this connectioUi and the only improvemaiii 
of the hunds is to be looked for from the tenantry. But the tenants, if left 
solely to their own resources, will hardly be able to do the needful in this tnatter. 

* ** The system of advancing loans for improyement of hunds has not proved a 
success in C/nota Nagpur, as the rigorous realization of arrears through peons has 
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management, — I mean the portion comprising Government estatesi Wards’ 
€etat€», Knciynberod estates —It is to bo regrettea that even in these estates very 
little has hitherto been done in the way of executing useful vh>rk8 of irrigation. 

**The Report of the Indian Irrigation Commission, which held its sittings 
in 1902, strongly emphasizes the necessity of improving the existing bunds and 
ahars and increasing their number, as will appear from an extract I quota 
from the said report : — 

» The beds of aliarH are silted up. The bunds are worn down and out of repair. Xu the 
repe^ of these bunds and the inorease of their number lies the adyanoemeut of irrigation in 
Cnota Naraur. In this undulating traot with its copious, if irregular, rainfall, there must 
be numb^nesS small streams, the waters of which could be dammed and divert^ iato tanks 
and utilised in saving the crops at critical seasons. 

In regard to the estates under Government management, the report 
makes a pointed reference to the fact that much more should be done than at 
presopt by Government in its capacities of landlord and manager. We do not 
know how far the recommendation of the Irrigation Commission has been given 
effect to; and I tliink I shall be justified in pressing upon the attention of 
Government the adoption of measures calculated to give adequate relief in a 
matter of such vital importance. In estates under Government maua|TOment, 
the Government can certainly do a great deal in its capacity as landlord or 
manager ; and in other parts of the divisions where people, on account of their 
limited resources, are unable to do the needful, and specially where bunds are 
necessary across streams whereby water is diverted by a pair to a series of dhars 
and which the people cannot construct for want of any general power of 
combination amongst them, Government will, I trust, render adequate help by 
suitable grants out of the funds at its disposal. Having regard to the grants 
made to the District Boards by the Government of India. I venture to suggest 
that a part olE this grant, so far as Chota Nagpur is concarued, may usefully be 
ear-marked for this important purpose. 

I have no desire, Sjj, to make my tale of grievances too heavy, but I 
cannot conclude without drawing Your Honour’s attentioD to another mattfir 
which is also of great importance, affecting as it does the constitotion of 
IKstrict Boards in Chota Nagpur. In four out of the five districts in this 
division we have got Boards, but all of them are composed on a nomination 
fiystem. Whatever might have been the state of things in the past, Chota 
Nagpur has in recent years made satisfacto^ progress ; and 1 venrtnre to 
submit that time has come when the Boards in (5hota Nagpur should be con- 
stituted on an elective basis. I fervently pray that Your Honour’s Govern- 
ment may see its way to give an impetus to the legitimate aspirations and 
loyal sentiments of the people by introducing the elective system into the 
composition of the Boards and thereby earn the deep gratitude of the people 
of Chota Nagpur. Having regard to the fact that Ranchi is soon destiood 
under the benevolent auspices of Your Honour’s Government to be a centre 
of high education, it is proper in the fitness of things that the boon ef Lioosl 
Self-GK>veTnment should precede the introduction of that higher eduoatien 
which will foster and promote such an institution.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Gbkeb said “ Your Honour, the Hon’ fale Ifo n^r Awr 
the University lias referred to matters connected with the Oospoiatien, /end 
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1 desire to say a few words on the subject. I am accustomed to hearing 
complaints regarding the neglect of the Northern Wards of the City, but 
1 am unable to find out any period in which so much has been done to improve 
the locality as during the past few years. I do not propose to weary 
the Council with details of Municipal Administration ; they aye to be found in 
the annual reports. I would only ask the Hon’ble Member to consider at 
what period in the history of the City of Calcutta has so mtich money b&en 
deroted and attention given to the wants of the inhabitants as rj^gards 
conservancy, the cleansing of streets and hue tees j the water-supply, the opening 
out of punlic squares, and such like municipal conveniences. The answers 
will be found in the annual reports. The area is overcrowded with buildings, 
constructed in defiance of sanitary laws, and people, the majority of whom 
have an elements^ry knowledge of the principles which govern the public, 
health, and the Corporation have a most heavy task in coping with the evils 
which they have received as a legacy from the past. They are facing the 
difficulty and will continue to do so, but it is only reasonable to ask for a 
proper comparison to be made of the state of things in the present and the 
past and for an exercise of patience for the development of improvements 
which are being carried out. As regards the unfiltered water-supply, I do 
not consider it a satisfactory system. In my opinion it should never have* 
been introduced. An accidental breakdown of the engines at Mullick’s Gh^t 
brought about a temporary failure of the unfiltered water-supply last year, 
but the pressure has been fairly maintained since then, except a short interval 
for the repair of the main. The main pipe along the Strand Road is unduly 
small for the demand of the northern part of the City, and, in order to meet 
the difficulty, provision has been made in the coming financial year for the 
construction of a 24-inch main at a cost of Rs. 66,000, which will increase 
the pressure by 15 feet. I would here briefly note that a scheme is under 
consideration to abolish the unfiltered water-supply, substituting filtered water 
throughout the town and giving the inhabitants an ample supply of pure water. 
I do not know the Hon^ble Member’s source of information regarding the 
completed sewers in the suburbs declared to be unfit for use. I am informed 
by the Engineering Department that the total length of sewers to be con- 
structed under the Suburban Drainage Scheme in round figures is about 
43 miles, and that a total length of 99,000 feet were finished before the year 
1900. Of this finished length already taken over, so far as they have discovered, 
200 feet have failed owing to unforeseen causes, or about *2 of the total length. 

“ A reference has been made to Local Self-Government in Calcutta. I 
would ask your permission to say a few words on a subject which I trust will 
engage the attention of the Council at no distant date and bring about legis- 
lation in the interests of Municipal Government in this City. Your Honour 
has lately issued a Resolution which should have the effect of the needful 
information being collected and definite proposals being prepared for the 
consideration of this Council. 1 refer to the Borough system. It is in force 
in London, where various complications exist owing to the presence of con- 
flicting authorities — the Local Government Board, the London County Council, 
the Borough Council and Vestries. In Calcutta there is a clean page, so to 
speak, in the absence of vested interests. Briefly speaking the system consists 
in the creation of a number of Boroughs working with a certain degree of 
independence in subordination to a central authority — the Corporation. The 
pi*eliminary steps in this direction have been taken in Calcutta since the 
passing of the existing Municipal Act by the division of the City into four 
districts, each provided with a District office, equipped with Engineers, Health 
Officers and Building Surveyors and the necessary subordinate staff, clerical and 
outdoor. The annual budget of the Corporation now shows the distribution 
of municipal funds under various municipal heads amongst the four districts. 
A process of decentralisation has thus been carried into effect, but any further 
suMtantial progress requires legislation, and the creation of Boroughs is the 
natural and needful step. The time therefore has come for extending the 
system by giving each of these distiicts some degree of independence for the 
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difloh^ge of its municipal duties. Under such a system the Corpora tion, 
• including the representatives from Borough Counoils, would retain in their 
bands works which may be classed £is Metropolitan, as, for example, main 
drainage and water-supply, and especially the preparation of the annual City 
Budget with co^ntrol over Borough Bucigots. The Corporation and the bead- 
quarters staff would thus be relieved from dealing with an enormous mass of 
petty works and details, and could devote more time to important major 
operations. 

‘‘On the other hand, the Borough Councils, working within Budget limits, 
might deal with local affairs, the cleansing of the Borough area, the watering 
arid lighting of its streets, and numerous minor works. The Borough Council 
might work with its own Chairman (a non-oflficial) and Committees, and 
many representative men would find ample scope for tlioir Energies in these 
local administrations. It is desirable that the services of tht^se men should be 
utilised in municipal affairs and, there being proper guidance, the public would 
derive great benefit from them. 

“ Such is the first part of the scheme, but 1 am strongly of opinion that 
, to stop at this point would be to shut our eyes to a portion of the measure 
which presses most urgently for attention, namely, the extension of the system 
to the Suburban Municipalities and their amalgamation in thc 3 Borough 
system under the Corporation. To an outsider the Suburban Municipalities 
and the City proper together constitute Calcutta. In many cases the wants 
of the inhabitants of these areas are alike. Many of those Suburban Munici- 
palities have direct concern in the work of the Corporation, as for example in 
the Water-Supply and Main Drainage Schemes, and the interests of the 
rosidcjits would be benefited by their representation on the oeiitral body. 

'‘It is desirable that* a systematic form of Municipal Government should 
be established over Calcutta and its Suburbs, and that the latter should be 
brought into more close communication with the central authority. There 
is an imminent danger of the Suburban Municipalities being overrun by the 
surplus population of the City and the evils being repeated in them wliich are 
now menacing the prosperity of Calcutta. 

“The second part of the 8chem<5 presents extra difficulties as regards 
taxation and other details, but there is no need for uniformity in all particulars, 
and the measure does not necessaidly contemplate the impoHitit>n of the 
existing rates and taxes of Calcutta over the Suburban Municipalities. 1 
have said thalf I trust some such measure may be considered by the Council 
at no distant date. It involves no admission of failure in the past,; but merely 
implies a natural development of existing conditions. I am of opinion that 
the change is called for alike in the interests of the Government and the 
rate-payers, and that a postponement of the measure would involve an increase 
in the difficulties to be met with hereafter in introducing tliis great and needful 
reform.’’ 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. Cahndufp said: — “Sir, — It will not be necessary for me 
to detain the Council long ; for .the Education and Judicial Departments have 
been very liberally treated, and the tone of the speeches to which we liavt* 
been listening, is so far as those Departments are concerned, in the main 
congratulatory • 

“ For primary education the special assignment of ten lakhs of rupees will 
enable ns, through the District Boards, to niake an effective start in the 
direction of providing decent buildings for primary schools and so supplying 
a very real want and removing a reproach ; to carry out a scheme for the 
development of indigenous Muhammadan primary schools ; to extend facilities 
for education in niral areas, in some cases by establishing primary schools witli 
courses specially adapted for the children of the agricultural population, and 
in others by converting a number of existing lower primary schools into schools 
with simpler courses of study and shorter hours of attendance ; to raise many 
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Jower primary to the rank of upper primary schools, and to establish new schools 
of the latter class ; to found additional training schools for teachers for rural • 
primary schools ; and to strengthen the subordinate inspecting agency, which 
is, and has for years been, very inadequate. 

As regards the proposal for the translation into the vkrious dialects of 
text-books for lower primary schools, I would remind the Hon’ble Babu Aml^ka 
Charan Mazumdar, the Bon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri and the Hon’ble Babu 
Bhupendra Nath Basu that the Lieutenant-Governor has lately agreed to 
extend till the 15th April the period within which opinions will be received. 

I am, therefore, not now in a position to make any definite statement on 
the subject; but the Hon’ble Members may rest assured that it will be 
approached with an open mind, and that their objections will be carefully 
considered. The'^special scholarships, regarding which one Hon’ble Membefha^ 
asked for information, are industrial scholarships intended for Indian students 
proceeding abroad to study technical subjects. Four such scholarships have 
been provided for students who are now reading at the Birmingham Univer- 
sity, and 1 wo mining scholarships will be tenable by students attending the 
Civil Knginoering College at Sibpur. The Nizamat scholarships mentioned 
in the budget will be awarded, as heretofore, to deserving members of a nobl^ 
Muhammadan family. The Kindergarten system has now been regularly 
introduced, and the expemliturc of almost a lakh of rupees for the purchase of 
new and improved appliances has been sanctioned. As regards .training 
schools for gurus, the intention is to establish these at sub-divisional head- 
quarters, and proposals for the creation of training colleges have been sub- 
mitted to the Government of India, tlow great are the needs oi Bengal in 
this respect is strikingly seen when it is stated that the percentage of trained 
teachers in primary schools in this Province is 4*1 only, as against 23*4 in 
Madras, 34*1 in Bombay, 39*2 in the United Provinces, and 48 ‘-i in the Punjab. 
The present training schools are not suitable for the purpose of training 
teachers for rural primary schools, and are barely sufficient to produce 
enough teachers for upper primary and middle vernacular schools. It is 
proposed, therefore, to open special training schools for the teachers of rural 
primary schools, and it is considered necessary to open not less than 70 such 
schools, each capable of training 40 students a year; but even at this rate it 
will take some sixteen years to provide for the existing number of rural 
primary schools. A schome for the rc-organisation of the Educational Services 
is as 1 have had occasion to slate in answer to a question in Council two 
weeks ago, now before the Imperial Government, and, if it is sanctioned, 
special provision will be made for tlie funds required to carry it into effect. 

“ The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu has urged that hostels and 
quarters for professors should be provided for in connection with the Presi- 
dency College. 1 would remind the Hon’blo Member that the Eden Hindu 
Hostel for students was established some years ago ; and I may add that 
the question of building quarters for professors near the‘College is under 
consideration. 

“ As regards the proposal to raise the Bihar School of Engineering to the 
status of an Engineering College, I am notin a position to say more at present, 
in repl^^ to the Hoii’ble Babu Saligram Singh, than that the question has not 
been lost sight of. 

‘* The Hon'ble Mr. Larmour has referred to what he has styled ‘ primary 
technical education,’ and here, no doubt, much remains to be done. When 
communicating their orders upon the Report of the Committee on Industrial 
Education, the Government of India asked this Government to prepare a scheme, 
and promised financial aid to it, if approved. They observed that it would 
probably bo found that the industry to be dealt with first should be weaving ; 
and accordingly this Government convened a Conference at which both the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce and the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce 
were represented. The result was that definite proposals for the improvement 
apd encouragement of the hand*looin industry were submitted to, and are now 
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before, the Government of India. That scheme will, of course, be but a begin- 
ning, and will, it is hoped, be only the first of others having for their object 
the training of the ordinary artisans to whom the Hon’blo Member has referred. 
Proposals for the improvement of the bone and hide-curing industries have 
already been puf^ forward, and the Hon’ble Member now mentions wood- work 
and other handicrafts. It is the intention of this Government to turn to these 
as soon as the weaving scheme has been fairly started. 

‘‘in the Judicial D^artment the claims of the ministerial establishments 
attached to the Civil Courts have not been overlooked, and 1 am glad to be 
able to say that a proposal to strengthen the Nazarats in particular is about to 
be referred to a strong Committee, wliich will meet probably next July. 

» <• “The explanation why the budget provision for temporary Subordinate 

Judges during the current year has not been fully expondecf is that, whereas 
we provided for three extra ofticers throughout the year, it was found 
unnecessary — and the Government was guided in the matter entirely by the 
Hon’ble Judges of the High Court — to employ them for more than six months. 
As regards the figures relating to District Judges, the fact is that some of the 
expenditure budgetted for last year, though falling under the heading ‘District 
and Sessions Judges,^ was intended to meet the cost of the appointment of 
night-watchmen for the civil courts, and fewer appointments than were 
anticipated were found to be actually necessary. 

“The outcome of the recommendations made by the Police Commission 
will, 1 believe, be dealt with by another ofBcial Member, and 1 need not ofler 
any remarks on the subject.’’ , 

The Iloii’ble Mr. Shirrms said : — “ Sir, I have to thank the Hon’ble 
Members who have spoken* for the congratulations which they have been good 
enough to give mo and ahio for the courtesy with which they have responded 
to my request that they would furnish me beforehand with an indication of 
the particular topics they proposed to touch upon. I regret, however, that in 
some cases the intimation was received too late for me to examine or deal 
with the facts and figures other than those relating to the budget. 

“In the first place I may endeavour to re assure as far as I can those 
llon’ble Members who see nothing but discouragement in the increase of revenue 
under various heads. The increases under Stamps were principally in the 
following districts : — 


Its. I ItH. 

Myrneneingh 39,000 Bhagalpur ... 59,000 

Tippera ... 39,000 | Purneah ... 74,000 

Gaya * 56,000 I Backergunge ... 33,000 

MazufEarpur ... 64,000 Calcutta ... 1,71,000 


“In Calcutta there was a large increase under general stamps. In the other 
places the increase according to the explanations which have been received 
18 due partly *to the Survey and Settlement operations and partly to additions 
to the Judicial staff. 

“ The Survey and Settlement operations, however, althougdi they bring 
matters to a head at the time tend to prevent subsequent litigation. Also the 
increases following on additions to the Judicial staff are due in part to the 
clearing off of arrears. On the other hand it is probable that other additions 
to the Judicial staff on which we have been congratulaterl will lead to 
enhanced receipts in other places. 

“Again the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar complains of the 
increased estimate for ordinary collections of Income-tax which he contends is 
not fair and legitimate. If, however, he will turn to paragraph 20 of the Expla- 
natory Notes he will see that the average annual increase during the four years 
ending with the year 1902-1903 from tiie classes who are still liable to assess- 
ment was Rs. 1,73,000. Against this average increase of Rs. 1,73,000 we have 
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eatimated for an increstse of only one lakh. Although, therefore^ we have not 
budgetted for a decrease our moderate estimate contemplates the possibili^ 
of a large falling off in the rate of increase, and perhaps that may satisfy 
the Hon’ble Member. 

“ As regards * Excise’ I need only refer to the speech* of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Baker in the Imperial Council on Wednesday which dealt fully with^the 
subject. 

“ My hon’ble friend Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu makes out that the 
new settlement gives a net loss of Rs. 25,69,000 a year. I do not propose to 
go over the discussions regarding the financial settlement again or to take up 
the time of the Council with an explanation of the figures. 1 have however a 
statement here sho^wing that both in the current year and next year there 4s a. 
net gain instead of a net loss. This statement I will lay upon the table. 

‘‘ Several Members have expressed regret at the existence of savings due to 
our failure to obtain Siinction for large schemes especially to the scheme for 
the improvement of the pay and position of Ministerial Omcers. l^he savings 
on account of the scheme for Deputy Magistrates are comparatively small 
because the largo grant which the Government of India have promised will nolf 
be made until a scheme is sanctioned. The proposals regarding the Subordi- 
nate Executive staff have now been sanctioned. As regards Ministerial Officers 
1 can only say that this Government has spared no efforts to push the** scheme 
through and equally shares the regret expressed by the Hon'ble Members. 
There was no cut and dried scheme readyr beforehand, but as soon as we knew 
that money was likely to be available one was prepared. I fear that I must 
plead guilty to having been far too sanguine when I spoke last year of our 
ability to push through quickly a scheme of such magnitude. The preparation 
of the Proposition Statement by the Accountant-General was a magnum opus in 
itself and took time. The scheme also was bound to contain and did contain 
many debatable points, and at the instance of the Government of India the 
Lieutenant-Governor has directed the appointment of a Committee to prepare 
a larger scheme. The Lieutenant-Governor hopes however that it may be 
found possible to allow an ad interim increase of some kind without waiting for 
the report of the Committee. I may also explain that the reduced provision 
for Ministerial Officers in next year’s budget to which allusion is made by the 
Hon’ble Babu Kali Pada Ghosh is not due to the scheme having been cut 
down but to the fact that we do not anticipate that any orders of the Secretary 
of State can be received for some time and we have therefore provided for 
payment for only part of the year. If, however, sanction is obtained at an 
earlier date wo shall transfer money from some other lieads so as to enable 
payments t<i be made at once. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Larmour has expressed the hope that if Chittagong 
goes over to Assam the grants we are now making to that port will be 
refunded. The money, however, was made over to us by the Government of 
India expressly for expenditure on Chittagong and I fear that if Chittagong 
goes the money goes with it. Nor can I satisfy the Hon’ble Member with 
any promise tliat the Provincial Government will make any large contribution 
towards the cost of the Improvement Scheme. The expenditure in Calcutta 
on Public Works, Medical, Education and Police is large and we have just 
hoard a complaint from the Hon’ble Mr. Ghaudhuri on the subject. Regarding 
the scheme for housing Government servants in Calcutta I may say, however, 
that when it again comes before this Government, as no doubt it will do, 
the romaiks of the H on’ble Member will be carefully considered. 

Regarding Water-Supply I may sav that the special grant which we made 
at the beginning of the year has been all utilised and in fact has been exceeded, 
but we met all the demands which were made upon us. On the general 
question I have nothing to add to what has been repeatedly said and I shall 
oonfine myself to quoting remarks made by the Hon’ble Mr. Baker with 
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which I entirely agree* He dealt with this subject in three suocesaiTe years 
^but I shall content myself with quoting the remarks made in 1900 — 

, But the notion that the Gove rnment oan by any aotion on its part proTide the people 
^th an adequate supply of good water is an absolute ohimera. Nothing be done except 
by the pe ople themselyes. Last year I pointed out that almost every village in Bengal 
poameed one or mDre suitable tanks or wells which, if properly looked after, would pro^do 
all that IS required. In 1896 it was pointed out that in 1882 Government gave a grant of 
one lakh for Water-Supply in Nadia, yet in produced no material effoot. What is wanted 
is that tje zamindars and the villagers themselves should re-exoavate and maintain existing 
tanks.^ A dootrine of self-help is usually distasteful ; but in this vitally important matter 
there is no other possible remedy. 

^ As regards Malaria also 1 have little to say that is now. We have made 
arrangenients to manufacture more Quinine, we have increased the quantity 
of quifaine iir pice packets from five to seven grains and wo* are arranging to 
increase the number of distributing centres. The Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri 
derives do comfort from the entry of^ Rs. 40,000 for the enlargement of the 
Cinchona factory in order to increase the supply of quinine because ho fours 
that Government may derive a profit from the manufacture. Let mo ro-assuro 
him on that point. Owing to improved processes the cost of manufacture 
• is constantly being reduced but as soon ns we find that such is the case wo 
pass on the benefit to the public. Recently finding that tliore was a profit 
we ihcreased the quantity of quinine in pice packets from 5 to 7 grains. 1 
may also direct attention to another entry in paragraph 14 of the Explanatory 
Notes. *The entry m question is Rs. 3,75,000 which is part of a contribution 
of 5 lakhs towards the cost of the Mograhat Drainage Scheme. 

‘‘ The Hon’ble Member also makes the statement that I am unable to show any 
expense under the head of remedial measures in respect of such preventable 
diseases as Cholera and Malarial Fever. I have just referred to certain items 
of specific expenditure anti in addition to those I would point out that tho 
medical expenditure shown ifi the budget for next year amounts to 222 h^khs 
of rupees. This money is for the purpose of combating all disease but 
inasmuch as Malaria is the principal disease in this Province it may fairly be 
said that a large part of this expenditure is devoted to combating that disease. 

The Ilon’ble Babu Bhupondra Nath Basu referred to the condition of the 
Sub-division of Arambagh. The report of the Civil Surgeon of Hooghly for 
the year 1904 shows that no special inundations took place in the district 
during the year. It is stated that the year was less unhealthy than usual, and 
every registering circle in the distdict shows a diminution in doatVi-rate. It is 
also reported that for the whole district tho fall is most marked in Malarial 
fevers. The Civil Surgeon says that the decrease in the death-rate is not due to 
any slackness in registration out that it represents ,‘a really lower number of 
deaths. * 

‘‘There has not been time to obtain tho opinion of tho Medical Advisors of 
Government on .the request for a Commission of Enquiry. The suggestion 
will in due course be submitted for His Honour’s orders, but speaking for 
myself as a layYnan 1 am inclined to think that what wo require at the present 
stage is bacteriological enquiry of the facts known rather than a Commission 
for the purpose of ascertaining new facts. 

“ With regard to Plague I may say that we have met all tho applications 
for money that have been made and only a few days ago Government gave 
additional grants of Rs. 6,000 to the (Commissioner of Patna and of Rs. 1,500 
to the Commissioner of Buxdwan. As Hon’ble Members are aware it is very 
difficult usefully to incur much direct expenditure on Plague. The people 
do not welcome inoculation or disinfection, and there is no use building 
huts to assist in evacuation unless the people are willing to occupy them. 

I said last year Government has not up to the present been deterred by any 
expense it nas been called on to meet and the difficulty is to carry the people 
with us. The decrease in Plague expenditure referred to by the Uon’ble 
Mr. (^Ihaadhuri was due to the abandonment of the policy of segregation camps. 
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Lastly, I may refer to the urgent prayer of the Hon’ble Baba Kali Pada 
Ghosh for the introduction of the elective system into Chota Nagpur. I would 
remind the Hon’ble Member however that it is only a few years 8in6e ' 
District Boards were established in Chota Nagpur and the elective system 
(ran exist only where there are Local Boards. There is only one Local Board 
in C^hota Nagpur namely that in the Gobindpur Sub-division of the district 
of Manbhum. This Local Board was established about two years ago ^nd 
will in due course elect members to the District Board. The local officers 
will be consulted on the suggestion that the people should be allowed to elect 
their representatives, but I may point out that in more advanced places the 
Government is frequently compelled to nominate members because of the 
failure of elections.” 


Statement showing loss or gain in Revenue by the Financial Setilemend of 1904% 



PBOVIWOlAt SHABSS 
VNDBB THK OI^D 

Sbttlbmbnt. 

Pbovinoiai. Shabbs 

nrDBB THB KBW 
SBTTliKlffBflT. 



Dibbbbbkob. 


lleviBod 

1904-0& 

Rb. 

> 

1905.06. 

lis. 

\ 

Bevised Budg-et. 
1904*05. 1905 06. 

Rs. Rs. 

f 

KeviAud Budget. 
1904.05. 19U5.06. 

Rs. Rs. 




Receipts. 




Stamps 

Excise 

Assessed Taxes 
Forest 

Registration 

1 , 66,00 

83,50 

25,00 

5,90 

8,60 

1 , 60,50 

86,75 

2 e 5,50 

6,00 

8,60 

1 , 04,00 

73,06 

12,60 

2,95 

17,00 

1 , 07,00 

79,91 

12,76 

8,00 

17,00 

... 

a 


2 , 78,90 

2 , 87,25 

2 , 09,51 

2 , 19,66 

(-) 69,39 

(-) 67 J 59 

Adjustment 

- 14,19 

- 14,19 

- 4,90 

- 49,03 

63,22 

63,22 


2 , G 4,71 

2 , 73,06 

2 , 68,54 

2 , 68,69 

- 6,17 

- 4,37 

Oustoms — 
Receipts 
Expenditure 

2,64 

10,52 

2,68 

11,00 

... 

... 



Net 

— 7,88 

— 8,42 

... 

... 

+ 7,88 

+ 8,42 




Rjpenditure. 


+ 1,71 

+ 4,05 

Stamp 

Excise 
Assessed tax 
Forest 
Registration 

6,34 

4,10 

80 

3,42 

4,82 

6,26 

4,32 

79 

3,82 

4,98 

3,56 

3,69 

40 

1,71 

9,66 

3,60 

3,78 

39 

1,91 

9,96 

... 

... 

Refunds 

18,48 

1,63 

19,16 

1,62 

18,91 

1,11 

19,54 

1,09 

-48 
+ 52 : 

-38 
+ 63 






+ 9 

+ 15 




Net gain 

... 1,80 

4,20 


The Hon’ble Mb^ Inglis said : — Sir, the Hon’ble Mr. Chaudburi has drawn 
attention to the necessity for works of Sanitary Drainage. He has particularly 
drawn attention to the necessity for removing shoals at the heads of dead or 
dying rivers, so as to cause the flow from the parent stream to again enter on 
them. 1 think. Sir, we are all agreed that this is an ideal to be desired. I am, 
however, afraid Biat in the vast majority of oases it must remain an ideal. In 
dealing with rivers such as the Ganges and the Brahmaputra, we are dealing 
with forces of nature on a vast scale. The beds and banks of these rivers are 
of an extremely changeable nature. It is almost impossible except at an 
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enormous outlay to hold permanently any fixed position. If, owing to the 
action of natural forces which are beyond our control, a parent river chokes up 
the head of one of its branches and opens out another in a different part of the 
country, we may endeavour to remove the shoal at the head, but we have, 

I think, no guarantee that we shall be able to prevent that shoal reforming 
almost at once.* At the present time we have a survey party at work in the 
Jessore district to see whether it may be practicable to open a channel from 
the big flowing river into the Bhairub. If this could be done and maintained, 
the rewults would certainly bo excellent. To show that we are doing something 
in the way of improving drainage, I would mention the Mugra HAt drainage 
scheme. This scheme, which involves a large sluice at Diamond Harbour, will 
provide for the drainage of a greater part of the 24-Pargana8 district. 
The scheme has been worked out in groat detail. It wilj provide for the 
►internal chafinels being navigable and for a lock into the river. It therefore 
promises to bo of great value to the district. 

“ The Hon’blo Mr. Chaudburi has also drawn attention to the desirability 
of doing more for the waterways. We arc doing something in this respect. As 
1 have already stated in answer to a question, we have so far developed the 
channel across the Madaripur Bil that it is now navigable for a part of the 
year. We have for the last three years been working quietly to improve the 
chaynel of the Ganges from Dinaporo to Goalundo by a systorii of handeh 
or wing-dajns. We have deepened the water over the shoals. The effect 
of this 4ia8 been satisfactory so far as steamers drawing four or five feet are 
concerned. It has facilitated their progress up and down the river. Ithasalso 
facilitated the passage of country boats downwards. On the other hand, it is 
not in favour of the up-stream traffic 6f country boats. We have also found 
certaip difficulties arising from the fact that the across river traffic of the 
railway ferries comes into competition with the up and down traffic. I mention 
this merely to show that thege schemes are not so easy to carry out as they aro 
to snggOHt. 

‘‘ The Hon’ble Mr. Apear has asked that some contribution from the 
Hospital Port Duos Fund should bo made for the Nurses’ Home. As Secretary 
of the Marine Department 1 think 1 may say that there can be no objection to 
our giving some grant from the fund, which is, 1 am glad to say, an affluent 
one. 

‘‘ The Hon’ble Mr, Apear has also referred to the urgent necessity for silt 
clearing in Tolly’s Nala. I quite admit the urgency of the case. I have 
this morning received an estimate from the Superintending Engineer, which 
amounts to Rs. 32,602, for removing the obstruction to the traffic. I ho 
obstruction is a recurring one owing to the fact that tlio tide flows up 
both ends of the Nala. There is a certain point where the tides meet and 
where rapid silting must alwdys go on. The silting at present bss been allowed 
to get perhaps rather out of band, but I think, Sir, 1 may assure the Hon hie 
Mr. Apsar that we will take prompt steps to remedy the present state of afiairs. 

“ The Hon’blo Mr. Larmour has suggested that it is desirable that the rale 
of interest on i;he Government loan to the Kidderporo Doc^ should be 
reduced. As he stated this matter was considered by the Government of 
India in 189a. The orders of the Government of India at that time were 
communicated in a letter from Mr. Finlay, who was then S^retary 
Government of India in the Finance and Commerce Department, 

'WfotiO 

I am directed to say that it is not possible for the OovenMOTt of India to deal with ^ 
Port Commissioners upon principle* different from thwe which they 

d«bto» 1 am directed to say that His ExcUenoy the Governor General m Connwl iv^ets 

to totopt tb. ptotonl d.K »“>»“ i“U>S “J to to tlto itiliiitohm 

rsgardiiig tho period of repaynieiit. 


to the 
and he 



154 


The Bengcd Financial Staicmcnt for 1905*1906. []3l8T March, 

Inglis ; Mr, Carlyle 

The question is, Sir, I think rather of Imperial than of Provincial 
interest. If the Port Commissioners think it desirable to re-omn the question, 

I am sure the Bengal Government will give their arguments full consideration ;* 
but having regard to the fact which the Hon’ble Mr. Larmour has himself 
stated, that the finances of the Port Commissioners are at present fairly 
prosperous, I do not think we can hold out much hope that the Government 
of India will re-con sider their former orders.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle said : — ‘‘ The points on which I propose to touch 
relate to Police Reform, the Provincial Service, the Suboroinate Executive 
Service, the Registration Department^ Agricultural Expenditure, Village Banks 
and the Veterinary Department. 

“ As regards Police Reform, the Hon’ble Member has suggested that,, if 
twelve lakhs, the crant from the Government of India will not suffice to carry 
out the reforms outlined by the Government of India for 1905-06, this grant 
should be supplemented from Provincial Funds. The Government of India 
lay down the following order of precedence for reforms to l>e introduced this 
year 

( 1 ) The strengthening of the Armed Police Reserves. 

(2) The improvement of the pay of Constables. 

(3) An increase in the number of Sub-Inspectors and the raising of 

their minimum pay. 

am glad to be able to inform the Council that the funds placed at our 
disposal are sutticient to cover not only these but several other reforms, and 
that there is no necessity for supplementing the grant from Provincial 
F unds. 

Armed Police Reserves. — As regards the Armed Police Reserves, it will not 
possible to appoint Inspectors and Sergeants tc any district armed reserve, 
as in a good many places it will be necessary to build quarters. 

“ Constables, — There will be a very substantial increase in the pay of 
constables. The pay of all constables will be raised to the minimum of their 
district. This will vary from Rs. T to Ks. 9 in different parts of the Province. 
(The present minimum varies from Rs, 6 to Rs. 7.) The average- minimum 
rate of pay throughout Bengal will be approximately Rs. 8. In addition to 
this, every constable who has served for three years in a grade will get an 
addition of Re. 1 to bis pay. For Calcutta the minimum pay of constables 
is to be raised to Rs. 10. In Bengal generally no deductions are at present 
made on account of the pension of constables and officers. In Calcutta there 
is a Police Superannuation Fund to which officers and men serving in the 
Police contribute. Steps are being taken to wipd up this Fund and put the 
Calcutta Police on the same footing in this respect as the District Police. 

Const€d)les* Training Schools. — I may mention that though the Government 
of India have not prescribed it for this year, funds will permit of the establish- 
ment of two training schools for constables through which recruits will pass. 
The training will last six months, and will include drill, an elementary 
knowledge of law, instruction in the duties of constables towards the public 
and the training of their powers of observation. 

“ Sub-Iti^eclors , — The present minimum pay of all Sub- Inspectors is Rs. 30 
and the maximum pay is Rs. 80. The minimum pay will be raised to Rs. 50 
and the maximum to Rs. 100. The number will also be increased by 
130 or more so as to enable us to provide at least one Sub-Inspector for each 
investigating centre. Arrangements have already been made by the Inspector- 
General of Police for the accommodation and training of these officers at the 
Bhagulpur Training School. Before I leave this subject I must refer to the 
Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charab Mazumdar’s complaint that they are no longer to 
be recruited by competitive examinations. I can say from personal knowdedge^ 
that we. are now getting a far better class of men by nomination than the few 
who still enter by competition. 
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y Head Conetahlee , — Among reforms not prescribed for this year I hope 
it will be possible to deal with the case of head -constables and that the 
minimum pay of head-constables will be raised from Rs. 10 to Rs. I5« It 
should also be possible to give those who have served more than a certain time 
in the two lower grades promotion. I hope we will also be able to recruit 
more men so as to hasten the replacement of writer-constables by writer-head- 
constables. 

“ Conetahles . — Besides the increase of pay, it will also be possible to make 
considerable additions to the number. A considerable number of the present 
low-paid and very unsatisfactory class of town chaukidars will be replaced by 
town constables. 

Suh-Inepectors. — I have already mentioned that 130 Sub-Inspectors are to 
be recruited addition to the men who were recruited Jbowards the close 
of last year. 

“ It would bo possible with the funds at our disposal still further to increase 
the number of men and officers recruited, but it could only have been done at 
the expense of the quality ot the recruits. I understand from the Inspector- 
General of Police that a very good class of candidates is coming forward for 
recruitment to Sub-Inspectorships, but if we were to take more than a certain 
number, we would have to take men of an inferior class. I look upon it as a 
matter of the first importance that our Sub-Inspectors should be men not 
merely educationally qualified, but with such family connections and training 
as to make it easier for them to resist the temptations to resort to corrupt 
practices which are so frequent in the police. 

River Police . — Among reforms wliich though not specifically prescribed for 
next year are yet apparently considered very urgent by the Government of 
India is the introduction of a proper system of River Police. A Police Officer 
(Mr. Bramley, District Superintendent of Police, Benares) has been placed on 
special duty to draw up detailed proposals, and a commencement will I hope be 
made this year. 

Criminal Investigation Department . — Another reform which I undorstand 
the|Government of India will allow us to undertake this year is the formal 
constitutidn of a Criminal Department under a J>oputy Inspector-General, who 
will also deal with Railway Wlice. A commencement has already been made 
and the operations of the Department have met with considerable success, but 
it has been carried on under great difficulties, as the Deputy Inspector-General 
in charge (Mr. Knyvettj had to carry on the work in addition to his ov/n 
duties. 

‘‘As the measures I have already detailed will not exhaust the funds at our 
disposal, I hope it will be possible to get the permission of the Government of 
India to make a commencement as soon as possible of the formation of the 
Provincial Police^ Service. I look upon this as one of the most important 
measures of reform advocated by the Police Commission and accoptod by tbo 
Government of India and the Secretary of State. Another reform which, 
I hope it may be possible to secure is the raising of all Inspectors’ pay to the 
minimum accepted by the Government of India of Rs. 150. I hope also it 
may be possible to promote Inspectors who have been serving for some time 
in a grade. Again, as regards Assistant Superintendents of Police and 
Distri^ Superintendents of Police, I hope we may be able to obtain permission 
during the coming year to raise their pay to the minimum proposed by the 
Police Commission. 

“I think that, very naturally, considering how short a time the scheme has 
been before the public, there has been some misunderstanding as to the exact 
effect of the measures stated in the Government of India Resolution on the 
prospects of Indians entering the Police Service. It has even been said that, 

' so to from these prospects being improved, they are now worse than they 
were before owing to the fact that men promoted from the Provincial Service 
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to become District Superintendents of Police are to be treated on a different 
footing from the District Superintendents of Police recruited from Europe. It 
is quite true that the man who has risen from the ranks to the post of District 
Superintendent of Police has hitherto been theoretically qualified to rise fo 
the same maximum pay as his colleagues who are appointed at Home. But, as 
a matter of fact, an officer is fortunate if he reaches the lowest grade but one 
by the time he is 55 when the in the ordinary course retires from the Service, 
llnder the altered state of things, any officer appointed direct to the Provinpial 
Police Service and who is selected for appointment as District Superintendent 
of Police may confidently expect to attain the highest grade open fb men 
appointed in this country on Rs. 900 a month. Men who have worked their 
way through the ranks will not, in all cases, be able to reach this grade, but 
they will commence on Ks. 600, the highest pay to which they can now hope 
to attain. 

«« «* • * 

“ I must also again remind the Council of the great opening afforded by 
the Provincial Police Service independent of any prospects of promotion 
from it. I may add in conclusion that though there are excellent Indian officers 
in the force, I do not believe any radical reform is possible unless the superior 
staff is mainly recruited from Europe. 

‘‘1 will now pass from details and make a few general remarks on the subject 
of Police Reform. The Police Commission found, and I do not think .that 
any one in Bengal can honestly deny the correctness of their finding, that there 
is an enormous amount of corruption and inefficiency among the lower grades, 
and that, while there are many excellent officers in the higher grades, the 
average is not up to the standard required if police work is to be well done. 
It is obviously impossible to stop corruption in the lower ranks by merely 
raising the pay. It is not reasonable to expect, for instance, that because a 
constable’s minimum pay is raised from Rs. 6 to Ks. 8 be will therefore 
straightway become an honest man. But, at all ‘events, by raising his pay 
Government has done its duty, lie will receive what is, at best, a living wage 
and he cannot plead necessity as an excuse for dishonesty. I do not think 
the comparisons made by the Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri are in point. lie has left out 
of view, for instance, the fact that their service is pensionable. He has perhaps 
also forgotten in Calcutta the minimum pay will be Rs. 10. As regards the travel- 
ling allowance at all events a beginning has been made. In the case of higher 
appointments, such as that of Sub-Inspector, we hope by raising the pay to 
attract a well-connected and well-educated class of men. We have fortunately 
even now many such men in the service, and 1 hope that, in future, though 
they may be educationally inferior to our Deputy Collectors and Sub Deputy 
Collectors, they will come from the same class of society. If we succeed in 
getting such a class of men, I think there can be no doubt that these recruits 
from the upper middle classes of Indian society will behave in a very different 
way from many of their predecessors. 

‘‘As regards the ranks of the Assistant Superintendents of Police and 
District Superintendents of Police, they already contain man}' excellent officers 
whom it would be hard to better under any system, but there are a certain 
number below the average required for the difficult and important work of 
District Superintendent, and the number of such officers will, I hope, be greatly 
reduced, as under the terms now offered, men with better educational qualifica- 
" “hould in future be recruited in England. 

- * Provincial Executive Service, no one can regret more 

than the Chief Oev* * . that this Government has been unable as yet 

to obtain the addition to w- it considers necessary. I have had 

constantly to refuse what I oonsiu. ' a most reasonable applications for 

additions to the ordinary staff on account, of urgent and pressing^ work simply 
because 1 had not the men to send. I have at other times, and this I still more 
deeply regret, been obliged to refuse well-earned leave to men simply because 
they could not1i>e spared. The Government of Bengal has corresponded for , 
some time with the Government of India on the subject of increasing the cadre. 
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and the Government of India has in principle admitted the justice of our 
demands for a larger service. But fuller information has been called for as to 
the actual details of the number required. This information we submitted^ in 
January, and I hope before many months we will have received the sanction 
of the Secretary of State to a very large increase to the numbers of the 
Provincial Serviqe. 

“ As regards the Subordinate Executive Service, I am glad to say that 
the* proposals of the Government of Bengal have been accepted by the 
Secretary of State in full except as regards a few settlement appointments in 
connection with which further information is required. I hope that early next 
month the full number of extra men now sanctioned will have been appointed. 
The increase is very considerable. Including Deputy Superintendents of 
Excis^ who are to be graded separately in future, the number has been raised 
^rom 105 to 225 men. • 

“As regards the complaint that coimietitive examinations have been 
abolished, 1 would refer to the Government Resolution which shows how limited 
competition was before, and that all that has been done is to substitute for 
the appointment of a small number by competitive examinations nomination by 
.the Syndicate of the Calcutta University. 

«“One very important and most desirable result of the increase in the cadre 
will be that,, when full effect is given to the proposals of the Bengal Govern- 
ment, it*will be unnecessary to employ any outsiders or kanungoes as Assistant 
Settlement Officers. 

“In this connection I cannot accept the views of two Hon’ble Members, 
Babu ^Bhupendra Nath Basu and Babu Saligram Singh, that the initial pay is 
insufficient. The number and quality of the candidates who now come forward 
show that the appointment of Sub-Deputy Collector is one much coveted by 
many well-educated and respfectably-connected young men. A great boon has 
been granted by the creation of a grade on Rs. 250 for officers who have 
worked fairly well but who are not fitted for promotion to the Provincial 
Service. 

“ I nqw turn to the Registration Department, As regards this Department, 
final orders are await(?d, but proposals have been submitted and generally 
accepted by the Government of India to place it on an entirely different footing 
and to pay Sub* Registrars by salaries instead of by commissions. It in also 
proposed to give a considerable increase of pay to the Sub- Registrars’ clerks. 
Service in the Department will, if the proposals are accepted, be pensionable. 
The Regutrafcion Department, when once the scheme has been introduced 
and is in full working order, will no longer be the refuge of odd worn-out 
pensioners, and I have no d()bbt it will be found possible to utilise the rural 
Sub-Registrars in many ways, as registration work does not in most cases 
take up a Sub* Registrar’s full time. 

“ Under the head of ‘Land-Revenue expenditure,’ I note the following 
items : — 

Provision has been made of one and-a-half lakhs (or Bondarbant reolamation work. 
Government is now trying the experiment of dealing direct with the raiyatH, clearing ttMi 
land and maintaining all neoeKsary drainage and embsnkment works. So far the experi* 
ment promises to be very sucoessfol. 

“The Government of India propose to distribute a large grant for 
Agricultural Experiments. The details are not yet settled, and I can only give 
a general idea of what is proposed. A few properly-equipped experimental 
farms, two to commence with, are to be started. Attached to these there will 
be a number of demonstration farms, each of whi<di will as a xuls OAly deal 
with one experiment which has been txied and fotiiul fMoessfu^ a6 tile experi- 
r mental farm. The object of tl^eit dienoast^ is Aidw the culti* 

vatoES .the ' 
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to become District Superintendents of Police are to be treated on a different 
footing from the District Superintendents of Police recruited from Etirope. It 
is quite true that the man who has risen from the ranks to the post of District 
Superintendent of Police has hitherto been theoretically qualified to rise io * 
the same maximum pay as his colleagues who are appointed at Home. But, as 
a matter of fact, an officer is fortunate if he reaches the lowest grade but one 
by the time he is 55 when, he in the ordinary course retires from the Service. 
iJnder the altered state of things, any officer appointed direct to the Provincial 
Police Service and who is selected for appointment as District Superintendent 
of Police may confidently expect to attain the highest grade open fb men 
appointed in this country on Rs. 900 a month. Men who have worked their 
way through the ranks will not, in all cases, be able to reach this grade, but 
they will commence on Rs. 600, the highest pay to which they can now hope 
to attain. 

# • • • 

I must also again remind the Council of the great opening afforded by 
the Provincial Police Service independent of any prospects of promotion 
from it. I may add in conclusion that though there are excellent Indian officers 
in the force, I do not believe any radical reform is possible unless the superior 
staff is mainly recruited from Europe. 

‘^1 will now pass from details and make a few general remarks on the subject 
of Police Reform. The Police Commission found, and I do not think .that 
any one in Bengal can honestly deny the correctness of their finding, that there 
is an enormous amount of corruption and inefficiency among the lower grades, 
and that, while there are many excellent officers in the higher grades, the 
average is not up to the standard required if police work is to be well done. 
It is obviously impossible to stop corruption in the lower ranks by merely 
raising the pay. It is not reasonable to expect, for instance, that because a 
constable’s minimum pay is raised from Rs. 6 to lis. 8 be will therefore 
straightway become an honest man. But, at all 'events, by raising his pay 
Government has done its duty, lie will receive i^'hat is, at best, a living wage 
and he cannot plead necessity as an excuse for dishonesty. I do not think 
the comparisons made by the Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri are in point. He has left out 
of view, for instance, the fact that their service is pensionable. He has perhaps 
also forgotten in Calcutta the minimum pay will be Rs. 10. As regards the travel- 
ling allowance at all events a beginning has been made. In the case of higher 
appointments, such as that of Sub-Inspector, we hope by raising the pay to 
attract a well-connected and well-educated class of men. We have fortunately 
even now many such men in the service, and 1 hope that, in future, though 
they may be educationally inferior to our Deputy Collectors and Sub Deputy 
Collectors, they will come from the same class of society. If we succeed in 
getting such a class of men, I think there can be no doubt that these recruits 
from the upper middle classes of Indian society will behave in a very different 
way from many of their predecessors. 

‘‘As regards the ranks of the Assistant Superintendents of Police and 
District Superintendents of Police, they already contain man^* excellent officers 
whom it would be hard to better under any system, but thqre are a certain 
number below the average required for the difficult and important work of 
District Superintendent, and the number of such officers will, I hope, be greatly 
reduced, as under the terms now offered, men with better educational qualifica- 
tions should in future be recruited in England. 

“Turning to the Provincial Executive Service, no one can regret more 
than the Chief Secretary the fact that this Government has been unable as yet 
to obtain the addition to their number it considers necessary. I have had 
constantly to refuse what I considered the most reasonable applications for 
additions to the ordinary staff on account of urgent and pressing work simply 
because 1 had not the men to send. I have at other times, and this I still more 
deeply regret, been obliged to refuse well-earned leave to men simply because 
they could not1t>e spared. The Government of Bengal has corresponded for 
some time with the Government of India on the subject of increasing the oadzoi 
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and the Government of India has in principle admitted the justice of our 
demands for a larger service. But fuller information has been called for as to 
the actual details of the number required. This information we submitted^ in 
January, and I hope before many months we will have received the sanction 
of the Secretary of State to a very large increase to the numbers of the 
Provincial Serviqe. 

‘‘As regards the Subordinate Executive Service, I am glad to say that 
the’ proposals of the Government of Bengal have been accepted by the 
Secret®^ of State in full except as regards a few settlement appointments in 
connection with which further information is required. I hope that early next 
month the full number of extra men now sanctioned will have been appointed. 
The increase is very considerable. Including Deputy Superintendents of 
Excis^ who are to be graded separately in future, the number has been raised 
from 105 to 225 men. • 

“As regards the complaint that coimpetitive examinations have been 
abolished, I would refer to the Government Resolution which shows how limited 
competition was before, and that all that has been done is to substitute for 
the appointment of a small number by competitive examinations nomination by 
.the Syndicate of the Calcutta University. 

o“One very important and most desirable result of the increase in the cadre 
will be that,, when full effect is given to the proposals of the Bengal Govern- 
ment, it will be unnecessary to employ any outsiders or kanungoos as Assistant 
Settlement Officers. 

“In this connection I cannot accept the views of two Hon’ble^ Members, 
Habu Jlhupendra Nath Basu and Babu Saligram Singh, that the initial pay is 
insufficient. The number and quality of the candidates who now come forward 
show that the appointment of Sub-L)eputy Collector is one much coveted by 
many well-educated and resphctably-connected young men. A great boon has 
been granted by the creation of a grade on Rs. 250 for officers who have 
worked fairly well but who are not fitted for promotion to the Provincial 
Service. 

“I nqw turn to the Registration Department, As regards this Department, 
final orders are awaited, but proposals have been submitted and generally 
accepted by the Government of India to place it on an entirely different footing 
and to pay Sub- Registrars by salaries instead of by commissions. It ia also 
proposed to give a considerable increase of pay to the Sub- Registrars’ clerks. 
Service in the Department will, if the proposals are accepted, be pensionable. 
The Regu tration Department, when once the scheme has been introduced 
and is in full working order, will no longer be the refuge of odd worn-out 
pensioners, and I have no dflbbt it will be found possible to utilise the rural 
Sub-Registrars in many ways, as registration work does not in most cases 
take up a Sub- Registrar’s full time. 

“ Under the head of ‘Land-Revenue expenditure,’ I note the following 
items : — 

ProviBion has been made of one and-a-balf lakhs for Bandajbans reclamation work. 
Government is now trying the experiment of dealing direct with the ituyatH, clearing Um 
land and maintaining all neoeHsaiy drainage and embankment works. Bo far the experi- 
ment promises to be very suooessfol. 

“The Government of India propose to distribute a large grant for 
Agricultural Experiments. The details are not yet settled, and I can only give 
a general idea of what is proposed. A few properly-equipped experimental 
farms, two to commence with, are to be started. Attacned to these there will 
be a number of demonstration farms, each of which will as a rule only deal 
with one experiment which has been tried and found successfoJ^ at the experi- 
mental farm. The object of these demonstration farms is to show the culti- 
vators the effect of thoroughly-tested improvements. 
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Rupees 50,000 has been allotted for experiments with a view tp efEecting 
improvements in the growth and manufacture of Indigo. It is to be hoped 
that ttie result of these experiments will be to prevent the extinction of a very • 
important industry. 

“Rupees 5,000 has been provided for the distribution of selected cotton 
seed. It will recognise the importance of doing what is possible to improve 
the quality of the cotton grown. , 

“ Rupees 25,000 has been allotted for work connected with Co-opprative 
Credit Societies. So far only a very small beginning has been made, but in 
Eastern Bengal at all events it seems probable that things are ripe for a 
early development of such societies on sound principles. Mr. Gourlay, the 
Registrar, reports that in the districts he visited he round the prospects very 
encouraging. | « * •> , 

“ Rupees 67,000 has been provided for a new Hostel at Belgatchia and 
various improvements. 

“Rupees 17,000 additional expenditure is to be incurred in increasing and 
improving the Veterinary Establishment. This is only part of a large scheme 
which is still under consideration.” 

The Hon’ble Mh. K. G. Gupta said: — “Sir, 1 wish to say a few words«with 
reference to the remarks made by Hon’ble Members regarding ,one or two 
Departments with which I am connected. First, with reference to • Income- 
tax, the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar has drawn attention to the 
very large increase in the number of assessees in the present lowest class. 
The figure of increase standing by itself seems apparently very unsatisfactory 
and somewhat damaging to the assessing agency, but when it is closely analysed 
it will not look so bad as it appears. The assessees of every class are 
divided into several heads according to the sources of income, vie,, Government 
servants, servants of local bodies and private ‘employes either belonging to 
individual employers or to companies and other bodies and traders and others. 
As far as the assessing agents are concerned, their chief work lies in assessing 
traders and other people who do not come under the various heads of servants. 
In their case also there has been an increase, but that increase is a very small one 
compared with that which has taken place in the case of servants of different 
sorts, regarding whom there can be no suspicion of over-assessment. For 
instance, comparing the figures of 1902-1903 with those of 1903-1904 and 
confining our attention to the new last class of assessees, we find that in the case 
of Government servants there is an increase of 50 per cent, and in the case 
of servants of local bodies an increase of 216 per cent. In the case of 
servants of private employers and of public bodies and companies it is 115 and 
195 per cent, respectively, whereas in the case of traders and other people with 
whom alone the assessors are concerned the increase is only 36 per cent. 
An obvious explanation is that in the previous year there was a still lower class 
which had to pay Rs. 15 income-tax and tlxat has been abolished; the difference 
of tax was only Rs. 5. The classification is now done with more care because 
the fact of one^s falling within one class or another is a question* of total exemp- 
tion or paying Rs. 20; and this apart from the normal growth of wealth. 
However, further enquiry has been ordered by the Board, and no doubt 
when the reports are received the matter will be made clear, but in the mean- 
time I wish to draw the attention of Honble Members of the Ck>uncil to 
these figiu’es so that they may not summarily condemn the assessing agency of 
having shown excessive zeal or of having attempted to undo the benevolent 
intentions of Government. 

“ Coming now to ^Excise.’ That is a department with which in some shape < 
or other I have been oonnected for a long time, and that is also a department 
which is more subject to misrepresentation and misunderstanding than perhaps 
cjxj other Revenue Department under Government. Some people seem to 
think that a mere increase in the Excise receipts is in itself something atrocious, * 
something to be deprecated and absolutely wrong, but 1 do not think that is a 
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reasonabld way of looking at the question. Short of total prohibition, which 
I fancy is not within the range of practical polmcs, all that the Excise 
Department may be expected to do is to see that undue facilities are not offered 
for obtaining intoxicants and that the prices of stimulants are kept reasonably 
high. With reMrd to these two points I wish to draw the attention of the 
Council to some Tacts and fibres which will speak for themselves. I wish to 
coiqpare the year 1874-75 with the year 1903-1904. For the year 1904-1905 
we have not yet got complete statistics. I have chosen the year 1874-75 
because that was the first year after the separation of Assam from Bengal. In 
1874-75 the number of country- spirit licenses in Bengal was 5,165, against a 
previous quinquennial average of 6,312. In the last year, that is, 1903-1904, 
the number of such licenses was only 3,382. Similarly, ganja in 1874-75 was 
4,394 and last year it was only 2,793 and opium 3,836 ii\ the former year 
knd* 1,716 in the last year — and all this in spite of a very great increase in 
population. Coming to the rate of taxation, we have as regards ganja during 
the period a rise from Ra. 3*4 to Rs. 15*1 por seer and opium from Rs. 17 
to Rs. 28*6 per seer. These arc the facts for the whole of Bengal ; and 
with regard to Calcutta specially, which generally excites a larger amount of 
attention than any other part of the country, I may say that tho population of 
rjalcutta during this period has increased by 69 per ceni.^ and yet the number 
of spirit licenses has increased only from 136 to 137, that is, by one. It has 
been furtheir reduced in the current year; ganja remains tho same — at 63. 
Opium is reduced from 65 to 60, but tho incidence of revenue has in oveiy 
case been largely raised. With these facts before us I do not think it would be 
reasonable for any one to charge the Excise Department with tryiiij^ to raise 
revenue at the sacrifice of temperance. 'Fho subject of country liquor has 
been fully discussed by the Hon’ble Mr, Baker in the Supr(3mo Council and 
it is not necessary for me liere to dilate further on tho subject. 

“ There is another matter to w hicli I have to refer because 1 have been 
made the subject of an attack not merely outside this Council, but even here 
with reference to the part I took in connection with the Committee wliioh was 
appointed for devising a sclieme for im[)roviiig Rural Education. Tho object of 
the Committee was simple and harmless eiiougli, and 1 might also claim for it 
that it was an object laudable in itself and which 1 find every one almost )»aH 
in view. It has been tho experience in Bengal for many years that Primary 
Education has not permeated tho lowest classes of the people, and that the 
masses and the great body of cultivators are still unaffected by it, and therefore 
Government very naturally considered it necessary to find out the causes of 
this failure of* Primary Education to reach tho very lowest classes and to see 
what could be done to remove the defect. 

“ A Committee was app^^nted of which I happened to have the honour to 
be a member. After a prolonged discussion and considerable deliberation the 
Committee drew up a scheme which met with the provisional approval of 
Government, but it was not finally passed pending an expression of opinion by 
the public and other persons interested in Primary Education. That scheme 
as a whole I dd not find is condemned by anybody : on the contrary, the 
main outlines of it have received general approval. There is, however, one 
point of detail, which has elicited much adverse criticism. In this respect 
what we wanted to do was to find out a medium which would be easily 
understood by the people for whom the text* books were to be prepared. 
The Committee have been commended for lightening the burdens of tho 
primary scholars by simplifying the course and reducing its scope, but they 
have been found fault with because they went further and wanted to make 
the medium also as simple and as plain as possible. The Committee may have 
been mistaken, and I as one of the members of that Committee may have 
been mistaken, but it is quite open to the public to give full expression of their 
views and not only to criticise what we have said or done but also to show tlie 
ffbest way of achieving the object, which we have all in view. If we have not 
done the right thing, or if we have erred, 1 do riot see why it should stir up so 
much warmth or passion. 
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All of U8 have the same object in view. We want to make Primary 
Education available to the very lowest classes who cannot now acquire 
it because of the complexity of the course, the diflSculty of the text-books and 
other causes. We tried to simplify matters. We tried our best to find out a 
way by which such education could be made available to the closes for which 
it was intended. As 1 have said, we may not have done the 'right thing, but 
surely the subject is still open to discussion. There is no sinister motive 
anywhere. Government fully realised the necessity of the subject and has 
submitted the proposed scheme to the deliberations of those who are int^re^d 
in education. With that object it has published the whole scheme and invited 
full discussion. Then why all this vituperation and invective? What I have 
to urge is this : the Committee have drawn up a scheme ; if there are any defects 
in it, by all means point them out; and the Judicial Secretary has already given 
us the assurance fhat the objections will be dul}'^ and fully considered before* 
final orders are passed.” 

The Hon’ble the President said Gentlemen — I congratulate my 
hon’ble friend Mr. Shirres on the generally favourable opinions which have 
been expressed regarding his financial statement. Matters connected with 
the budget have, as a rule, been already dealt with by the Hon’ble Members* • 
representing the various departments concerned, and I shall not therefore 
trouble the Council by entering into details. I am half tempted to speak of 
the importance of our proposals for re-organising the staff of I^puty Qollectors 
and Sub-Deputy Collectors and improving the position of Ministerial Officers. 
But these have been sufficiently dealt with. We have carried through one of 
the measures; and the other two will,, we hope, not be long delayed. The 
criticism of the Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu reg^ding the character 
of the Settlement effected with tlie Government of India last year has been, 
it seems to me, fully answered by the Hon’ble Mr. Shirres and also by two 
of the non-official Members of this Council; era that also I consider it un- 
necessary to say anything now. I shall confine myself to a few remarks 
regarding general questions which have been raised in the course of this 
discussion. 

“ I would first of all refer to the complaint of the Hon’ble Babu Ambika 
Charan Mazumdar and others that too short , a time has been given for the 
consideration of the budget after it was laid on the table and before its discus- 
sion in the Council. On this point I will only say that if any blame attaches 
to any one it is to myself. The ordinary practice has been to allow one week 
from the date of the presentation of the budget to the date of its discussion. In 
this the practice of this Council conforms to the practice of the Government 
of India ; and it can hardly be urged that more time is required to master 
the details of the Provincial Budget than is requv^d for those of the Imperial. 

1 accordingly fixed to-monow as the day for the discussion of the budget 
this year. I have, however, an important and most pleasant duty to perform 
to-morrow in being present when His Excellency the Viceroy lays the 
foundation stone of the Pusa Agricultural Research Institute ; and I was 
compelled therefore to alter the date which I had fixed. I then fixed on 
to-day, simply because I thought that Hon’ble Members would probably like to 
take up the discussion of the budget as soon as possible, and because I had no idea 
that it would take them long to master its details. I would remind the Hon’ble 
Member that, at the close of our meeting last week, he C£^e into my room 
to make a representation in regard to a matter in which he is interested. Had 
he said anything to me then about the difficulty of being ready for the 
discussion to-day, it would have been far more conveniimt to me, and would 
have given me groat pleasure, to have postponed the diTOussion for, My, ten ^ 
days instead of six ; but he gave me no hint of anything of the kind. I 
mention this merely as an illustration of what I think a better method of 
making representations. It is better to prevent anything that may be deemed 
a hardship than to complain of it after it has been permitted to occur. I am* 
sure that Ilon’blo Members will admit that they are usually treated with 
courtesy and consideration ; and this 1 'think should encourage them to 
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make a rcTpresentation regarding any inconvenience to which they feel that 
they are being put rather beforehand with the view of prevention than later in 
the way of complaint. I shall be very glad to ^ve a longer period next year. 
In this connection 1 may be permitted to remr to a remark made by the 
Hon^ble Babu Bhupendra Kath Basu that ' questions receive little encourage* 
ment in this Codncil.’ I am bound to say that I heard this with surprise. 
The Hon’ble Members who have to answer interpellations made in this 
Council consistently aim at giving clear and full information, and never return 
evasive answers. Of course, there must occasionally bo questions put which 
cannot be answered satisfactorily. But the treatment of interpellations in this 
Council is habitually courteous and considerate. 

‘‘The next subject to which I should refer briefly is the subject of Educa- 
tion. First ^f all, 1 join with Hon’ble Members in an expreb^ion of our thanks 
to the Government of India for the recurring grant Hs. 10 lakhs per annum 
to the Provincial revenues of Bengal to me<3t increased expenditure on Primary 
Education. The Governor General in Council has expressed his desire that 
this grant shall be fully utilised in increasing the normal allotment for Primary 
Education ; and measures have been taken to ensure that expenditure hitherto 
incurred will not be discontinued on account of this grant, but that there will 
6e, to the extent at least of this grants nn increase of expenditure on Primary 
Education. It has been found by experience that it is not easy for a Local 
Governjnont to resist the strong claims which are made upon its resources by 
those who are interested in desirable improvements and who can make themselves 
heard. Primary Education in Bengal is in a very unsatisfactory state — more 
so, in some respects at least, than in other parts of India — and yet the demand 
for reform is less clamorous than with regard to matters of less importanoe. 
'^rhe subject has been attracting our attention for some time, and schemes 
have been formed for the development of Primary Education, in respect of 
which we had a strong ' hope that the Government of India would 
give us some assistance, and which we could not have carried out without 
the substantial contribution which has now been made to our finances. 
It has been pointed out already that the money will be mainly spent on 
buildings for primary schools, which are worse in Bengal than any I have seen 
in almost, any other part of India; in helping primary education among 
Muliaiiimadans; in carrying out the effective scheme for rural primary schools ; 
in providing training schoeds for primary teachers; and in a substamial increase 
of the subordinate 'nspecting agency. Our hopes as to receiving substantial 
assistance have been more than realised ; and we trust that there is now before 
us an era of |irogress and development in Primary Education. 

It has been pointed out by the Hon’ble Mr. Shirres that the provincial 
grants for Education in tbis Province have very materially increased of 
late years. While we are pushing on primary education, we do not intend 
to neglect our duty in regard to the higher stages of education. I do not, 
however, intend to detain the Council by remarks on this subject. All that I 
need say is this, that 1 am greatly encouraged by seeing the attention which is 
being paid tbfoughout the province generally to Secondary Education on 
approved lines, and also by the interest which is being taken in the development 
of University Education. I think it is a cause for great satisfaction that there is 
so much of a spirit of co-operation among official and non-official teachers and 
others interested in University Education in regard to the drawing up of the 
regulations for the new University. I am glad also to find the Hon’ble ,Babu 
Bhupendra Nath Basu taking this Opportunity of giving his support to the 
Kanchi Colb ge scheme, and of suggesting improvements in the Ereaidoncy 
College on lines which commend themselves thoroughlj^ to me. I congrat' 
ulate the Ranchi College Committee on the subscriptions which have 
been made practically unsolicited towards the scheme. No groat effort 
has yet been made to raise subscriptions, and yet they have nearly reached 
rupees two lakhs. I am sure that the scheme apneals to the feeling of man^ 
throughout the Province, who desire a sound University education for their 
sons. As to the suggestions made regarding the Presidency College, 1 shall 
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see tFiat they receive early aud careful consideration from the educational 
authorities. That very considerable improvement is required in regard to the 
important matters of accommodation for the students and bringing them more 
into contact with their Professors I have no doubt whatever; and I shall be very 
glad to consider, in consultation with my official advisers and with others 
interested in higher education, the steps which should be taken to secure such 
improvement. . 

“ I should like to say that I sympathise very much with what haiEkfallen 
from my hon’ble friend Mr. Larmour regarding technical and industrial 
education. It has been pointed out to him by the Hon’ble Mr. Carnduff that 
tlie matter lies certainly not been entirely neglected, and that interest in it and 
attention to it are increasing. It is a matter which receives anxious considera- 
tion at the hands this Government. I have been interested by the relnarks* 
which have been made by^the Hon’ble Babu Saligram Singh regarding the 
Temple Medical Scho'^1 at Patna. Ho is anxious to have it raised to the 
status of a College, so that Biharis may be induced to avail themselves of a 
higher medical education and prepare themselves for the higher grades of 
the medical service or profession. I need liardly say how deeply I sympathise 
with him in this desire of his. But he will understand quite easily that 
it is impossible to give him any definite promise at the present time," 
It is necessary that such a question as this should be very carefully considered. 
It is by no moans without! difficulty. Three important points have to be consi- 
dered. The first is the effect which would be produced on the attendance at the 
school or college by raising the educational standard of admission. It would, 

J fear, be impossible to lower the standard of admission to Medical Colleges 
generally, so as to meet the case of this Bihari College; and I am afraid that 
there might be some difficulty in getting a sufficient number of students' for a 
Medical College at Patna possessing the proscribed educational qualifications. 
This is a mutter to bo enquired into before any decision on the question can be 
arrived at. Another point is whether the expenditure which will be required 
lor securing the Professors necessary to teach medicine and surgery in the 
College would be justified by the probabilites in respect of the outturn of 
men qualifioil to bo graduates in medicine. This also requires enquiry and 
consideration. Thirdly, there is the fear that the opportunities fqr clinical 
instruction in the hospitals of Patna are not adequate for the training of 
graduates in laedicine. As the Hon’ble Member is well aware, I have recently 
taken steps greatly to improve the hosjntal which is connected with the 
Temple Medical 8ehool at Patna ; but 1 am not certain that it is even now 
adequate for the purposes of a college. There are great advantaged in having 
Tnedical education imparted in a great city where there are first rate hospitals. 
At the same time as I have said 1 sympathise with the object that the Hon’ble 
Member has before him ; and the suggestions whi<:^h he has made will receive 
the fullest consideration. 

‘‘ Before leaving the subject of Kducatiou I should like ^,o say one word 
about the Resolution regarding Primary Education published last month, which 
has been referred to by more than one Hon’ble Member. I have received 
already many criticisms of that Resolution^ On the scheme as a whole criticisms 
are generally favoumble. There is, however, one point to which special excep- 
tion is taken, namely, the proposal to prescribe text-books not only in the 
different languages of the province, but also in tlie different dialects prevailing 
in different districts. The object which the Committee, which was appointed to 
report on this subject, had before them, was to simplify Primary Education for 
the rural population, to render the text-books and means of instruction more 
intelligible to country people. I need not refer to the altogether baseless insinua- 
tion that there was any intention of breaking up the languages of Bengal, and 
of establisliing what has been figuratively called an educational tower of Babel. 
The object of the Committee was entirely sound. Whether their proposal 
was sound or not, is another question. Their judgment may have been at fault. 
In regard to that point, as well as in regard to other features of the scheme, 
the frankest criticism was invited by the Government. The remarks which 
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hare been made by Hon ble Members to-day will be carefully considered, in 
connection with the many other temperate representations M-hich have been 
received m regard to this matter; and 1 earnestly trust that we shall be led 
to a decision which will be to the advantage of the people and commend itself 
to the intolligenl; sentiment ot those who are interested in Education. 

. should like to turn for a moment to the remarks which have been made 
by the Hon ble Mi\ Larmour regarding the ‘ paying ward ’ in the Presidency 
GenerAl Hdgpital. Tiub was a matter in which my prede(;e8Sor, the late Sir 
John Woodburn, was very deeply interested. It was brought to my notice 
very soon after 1 assumed charge of my pw-sent office by niy friend Sir 
Montague Turner. I have received very substantial I'lnanciul assistance from 
the Eoropean community; and I am now able to carry out the project 
• It Is a pleasAire to me to think that it has commended itse?!’ to the Council" 
The suggestion which has been made by tl.e Hon'ble Ilaja Ban Behari 
Kapur that a similar ‘ pac ing ward ’ should b(! attached (say) to the 
Medical College Hosjiital for the reception of Indian patients, is one 
which commends itself to niy sympathetic consideration. 1 know, from 
enquiries which I have already made, that many patients coming in from the 
country for treatment in Calcutta are not only compelled to incur great 
exp^enditure for house accommodation as well as for professional fees, but are 
also exposed to very undesirable conditions in respect of their surroundings 
while under treatment. I should like very much therefore to do something in 
the way of providing either a paying ward attached to one of our best 
hospitals, or a nuising homo, whore such patients from tlie interior or oven 
perhaps from the city itself might be .ttccommodated. If a reasonable scihemo 
can V' devi.sed, 1 shall be very glad to assist in rcH]»ect of the initial cost, 
the charges of muiutonance of the institution being of course mot by payments 
made by the patients. I shall immediately appoint a Committee of European 
Doctors and of representative Indian gentlemen to consider the matter and see 
whether they can projiose a reasonable scheme. 


“ I should like also to say one word in regard to what Mr. Ajicar has said 
about the Calcutta Nurses’ Institution. I am rpiite ready to agree to an 
increase ip the maximum contribution from Government towards this most 
valuable institution from thousand lupees to fifty thousand rupees, on the 
same condition as exists at present, namely, that the Government pays Jis. 3 
for every rupee subscribed. As to the proposal that a contribution should bo 
made from the Hospital Tort Dues Fund, I do not, as at present advised see 
any objection. Section 50 of the Indian Tort Act, 1839, seems to me to 
authorise such contribution. The matter however requires further consider- 
ation. 1 should be glad if the Hon’ble Member, as Tresident of the Institu- 
tion, will formally apply fo.'- a contribution. 


“ Before leaving the discussion of medical subjects I should like to say that 
the remarks whi^h have been made about the mortality from malaria have not 
fallen on unsympathetic ears. The matter already engages our attention. I 
shall not discuas it now; but I promise that we shall not fail to do what seems 
to us possible to wrestle wdth this powerful enemy. 

“ Another subject to which I should like to refer is the grant which has 
been made to District and Local Boards by the Government of India, The 
grant is approximately equal to one quarter of the amount which tlieso Boards 
derive from local cesses on land. The allotment to this Trovincti is 121 lakhs 
The assignment from Imperial to Provincial revenues will be a fix^ one 
whereas the future assignments to the Boards, being calculated at one quarter of 

their receipts from cesses on land, will necessarily undergo a gradual increase. 

I have no doubt that the Local Government will be able to meet from its 

f rowing revenues the small additional expenditure involved. At the outset the 
istribution of the grants will be at the discretion of the Local Government ■ 
since some Boards may at present be found to be in a financial position which 
would render it unnecessa^ to give them the full additional 25 per cent, on 
their land cess receipts, while others again may be able to spend with advantage 



164 


The Bengal Financial Statement for 1905^1906^ Q318T 

[ The Pre8ident.~] 

• 

more than the amount which would fall to them under a system of proportion- 
ate distribution. Later on, however, it is intended to make the aistribution 
rateably to all Boards. The financial history of the Boards in Bengal illustrates 
the danger of assigning stationary or inelastic revenues to meet expanding charges. 
The result has been that the financial position of the Boards has been exceedingly 
unsatisfactory. There has been a tendency on the part of some of the Boards, 
which it has been very difficult for Government to resist, to divert the Road Cess 
to purposes for which it was not intended. Instructions have frequently been 
issued to prevent this ; and grants have been given to the Boards during recent 
years winch have in the aggregate amounted to more than the sums thus diverted. 
13ut these grants have not been systematically made; nor has it been 
j>o8sible to resist the diversion of funds by some of the Boards. This matter 
will now be effectively dealt with and disposed of on right and equitable* lines . 
with something like finality. The Boards will now be able to make more 
adequate provision for communications, medical relief, schools, water-supply 
and sanitation, and veterinary aid to cattle. More interest will be attached to the 
administration of local affairs ; and no doubt more effective work will be done. 

1 earnestly trust that this measure will give a very marked impulse to Local 
Self-Government. Perhaps I may be permitted liere again to say that one of . 
the objects of the Local Self-Government is policy, to secure the co-operation of 
Government officers, local bodies and the public-spirited among the peoplof I 
well nunember tlic discussions when the great development in Local Self- 
Government took place some years ago. I was deeply interested in the ‘matter; 
and 1 happened to occupy a Secretariat position in my old Province which gave 
me a great deal of work to do in connection with it. The co-operation of the 
Government, the local leaders of the people, and the beneficent among the 
people themselves, was one of the principal objects which juomoters eff the 
scheme had before them. Hiere are matters which , must be dealt with by the 
Government alone ; there are other matters which must now be dealt with 
by the Local Boards; and there are private charities with which neither can 
interfere. But there are many matters in which two or more of the three 
agencies for good in the country, to which I have referred, may well co-operate 
together. 

1 should like to say one word about IVIunicipal matters in Calcutta. I do 
not think it nec’-essary to refer to the remarks that have boon made about the 
views of the Local Government in regard to the work of the Corporation 
during the last year. What it has been lujcessary for me to say lias been 
fully enough said. Neither do I consider it necessary to add anything to what 
has been said by the Hon’ble Mr. Shirres about the possibility of giving a 
provincial grant for the improvement of Calcutta. I shall only say one word 
about the remarks made by the Hoii’bie Babu B^uipendra Nath Basu and the 
Hoifble Mr. Greer about decentralisation of Municipal work in Calcutta. 1 
cannot at present stand committed to any view in regard to this most important 
subject. IWimd facie ^ it is undoubtedly desirable lo decentralise. The 
work is enormous ; and we lose a great deal of local agency by endeavouring to 
do the work by the central authority only. Clearly, however, the question 
is not a simple one, and requires very serious consideration. I have already 
therefore taken steps to appoint a representative Committee of experienced 
officers and non-officials to advise me on this matter. 1 have also asked one 
of its members to study the question in London, Berlin and Paris, and see 
what has been done in these great cities in the way of decentralisation of 
Municipal work. When the report of the Committee has been received, I shall 
proceed to deal with the matter as promptly as possible. 

“1 come now to the important subject of the improvement of Police. It 
is a matter of great satisfaction to me that all the most important proposals 
of the Police Commission have been practically accepted by the Government 
of India and the Secretary of State. They involve very great expenditure. 
Necessary reform would have been impossible to Local Governments without ^ 
assistance from Imperial finances ; and I am glad that the same spirit which led 
the Government of Lord Carson to appoint the Police Commission to make a 
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thorough and comprehensive enquiry into the condition of the 1‘olioe. 
• lias also led to their rendering substantial assistance to Local Governments 
in carrying out the reforms which had been found to bo necessary. The 
Government of Bengal has received a recurring grant of Rs. 12 l^bs per 
annum to enable* it to meet the additional expenditure on Police arising out 
of the recommendations of the Commission. The Hon’ bio Mr. Carlyle has 
explained to you how this money is to be utilised; and I shall not trouble you 
with further, details in this matter. Our proposals have so far been already 
worked out; and we shall begin to carry them into elTect as soon as possible. 

‘‘ Passing from these details, however, 1 desire very briefly to refer to certain 
criticisms which have bt^en made about the proposals of the Commission in 
;i'e8pect of Kiyropean officers and the formation of a Provincial Service. I heard 
on Wednesday my hou’blo friend the Maharaja of Darbhanga express his 
regret ‘ tliat it has been found necessary to close the doors of the new 
Imperial Police Service to Indians and to relegate them to a Provincial 
Service with the designation of Jleputy Superintendent of Police.' What 
one would gather from such a statement as this is, that the Police Commis- 
. ,sion had recommended a retrograde measure, that they have proposed to exclude 
Indians from positions which they now occupy and to emjiioy them less freely 
in tJ*e superior grades of the police. The Maharaja knew better; and Int 
had doubtless no ijitention of saying anything of the kind. It is not to 
be wondered at, however, that such an impression should bo created; 
and it has found utterance in the remarks of souu* of the llon’hle 
Members of this Council. 1 think, liowever, that a perusal ot the report 
of the I’olice Commission will show *that this is entirely a mis(!oncepti(>n. 

1 should like first of all to state tlie case as it at present stands. We have a 
few inspectors of Police promoted to the charge of districts : one or two in 
some of the provinces. Bu,t these gentlemen are pr«>motod Irom tli(‘ lower 
grades of the service generidly tit a time of life when the energy that is reijuired 
for poli(!(? work in a district can liardly be expected of them, the very end 
of their service, when they might reasonably hope to be allowed lighter w<»rk 
which would ttix less their physical frame, they are promoted to work of a most 
exacting kind. This plan lias not worked either to tiio satisfaction or fo the 
credit of Ihe force. Men have been promoted to be SuperintmuJents too late 
to rise to any but the lowest grades, and too late to discharge s.itislactorily the 
duties of the office. What tlie Commission proposed was that a Provincial 
Service should bo created similar to tlie J Provincial Service which has answered 
so admirably* in the executive work of districts; that Indian gentlemen of 
education and position, or of approved service, should be appointed Deputy 
Superintendents of Police on pay ranging from h’s. 250 to Rs. 500 ; and that 
officers should be selected ^^roin amongst these for promotif»n to the charge 
of districts on pay running from Rs. 600 to 900. O'his is a new departure 
altogether. It is the creation of such a service as ought to secure some of our 
best Indian gentlemen for police work, just as the Provincial Service has 
secured a class of men for district work, generally so admirable. The 

Government of’ India have fully accepted these proposals of the Police 
Commission, with this exception that tht*y have decided that promotion 
to district charges cannot bo allowed until fitness is fully established. 1 
have no objection to raise against this proviso. 1 believe that many 

a good scheme is wrecked from being carried out too hastily. 1 am quite 
confident that men will bo found fit for the charge of districts among 
Deputy Superintendents; and I am, by no means, unwilling to postpone 
pressing for their appointment until their fitness is fully established. On 
the other hand 1 am clearly of opinion that for the present at least the 
great majority of our Superintendents must be Europeans. As the country 
moves forward and caste, religious, and race prejudices and antipathies 
become less accentuated, it will no doubt be possible to increase the number 
•of Indian Superintendents. But surely the best plan for securing all this, 
is to say that so long as we require Europeans we shall recruit them on 

a method which will secure the best Europeans we can get; and we sltall pay 
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tl^oin HalaricB which would induce good men to leave their own country and 
incur the disadvantages and increased expenditure of service abroad. At the 
same time, while we shall hold out inducements to Indians that will be fully 
ade<juate to secure good men of that class, it is unnecessary to pay them as 
much as we must pay Europeans ; and the mere fact that they will draw less pay 
will b(3 a permanent inducement to Government to increase the number of 
Indian Superintendents as soon as men of established fitness are found avail* 
obln. I confess I find myself unable to accept as deserved the adverse criticisms 
which these proposals have received from those who profess to be animated by 
a desire to advance tlie interests of the Indian people and of efficient police 
administration, 

“ In coiiclusYon 1 should like to say one word in regard to^he abolition* 
of competition for the Provincial Service, ddiere is no doubt that the 
pr(»gre88 of education has rendered it possible to demand high educational 
qualifications from candidates for tiie Provimdal Service. IMie state of 
things which existed before the B(‘ngal Government dealt with the question 
of recruitment for tliis service in its last Resolution was tliis. There 
was a. competitive (?xaniinatioii. Otdy thre<j candidates were selected purely* 
by competition after necessary enquiries had been made in regard fb 
their physical fitness ‘ and tfieir moral character. Other candidates Vere 
appointeJ not by competition but merely by selection from amongst candi- 
dates who had (jualified at this examination. It seemed to me and to a very 
large body of oilicials and non-official geiitieuum (the majorty of whom were 
Indians) whom 1 consulted, that it was quite unnecessary to liavo a special 
competitive examination in a, province where we had only one University, and 
that tin 5 bctt(‘r plan would l)(i to aj>point candidates not because they have 
({ualified in tlie sj>cciul test but because they have qualitied in the University. 
It is far better evidence of (‘educational fitness and of strength of character to 
hold a d(3gree in a University than to ({ualify in a single competitive examina- 
tion. 8o that men might feel that it was possible to fight their own way into 
the si'rvice, we agrc'od to r(3([uost the ^Syndicate of the University to assist us 
in the selection of three eaiididat(3S who should be th(3 best candidates of their 
year in the University. For the icst, instead of leaving the selection to the 
Lieutenant-Governor and his staff at head-quarters, wc called upon the 
(Jommissioners to nominate candidates who had obtained University degrees, 
so that men might bo appointed who had not only shown what we regard 
to be a bettor educational qualification than the mere passing of a competitive 
examination, but who should also be known to responsiide officers as men 
likely to make good public servants, ddiat is the change which has been 
introduced in Bengal; and it has bocm introduced with the full approval 
of the Goverimieut of India, It seems to me that the result will necessarily be 
to encourage education, and in all human probability to secure a better class of 
Government servants. The picture drawn by the llon’ble Babu Bhupendra 
Natli Basu of the development of sycophancy under this scheme does not 
alarm me much. It proceeds from failure to appreciate how good students 
are watched in the neighbourhood of their liomes; and it implies a lower 
estimate of the character of Indian gentlemen in the mufassal and of their 
relations with local officers than I am prepared to accept. 

The Council will now be adjourned to a date to be notified hereafter.’^ 

Calcutta; F. G. WIGLEY, 

The 4.th April j 1905. J Secretary to the Bengal Council. 


Ij. a. JPmu-- 1018 ... 300 ^ 34 . 4 . 1906 — 1 



Abstract of the^ Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant- Governor of Bengal 
assembled under the provisions of the Indian Councils Acts^ 1861 and 189S. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 8th July, 1905, 
at 11 A.M. 

J)rc0cttt: 

Tlie Hon’ble Sir Andrew Fkaser, k.c.s.i., Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, presiding. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. Hare, c.i.f. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. G. Gupta. 

The Hon’ble Mr. B. L. Gupta. 

‘The Hon’ble Mr* P. O’Kinealy, Advocate-General of Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. W. Duke. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. W. Carlyle, c.i.e. 

The^Hon’blo Mr. H. W. C. Carnduff, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. A. Gait. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendba Nath Bajsu, m.a., ill. 

The llon’ble Mr. A. A. Apcar. 

The Ilon’blo Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 

The llon’ble Babu Nalin Behari Sircar, c.i.e. 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. Chaudhuri, m.a. 

The Hon’ble Asif Kadr Saiyid Wasif Ali Mirza, of Mursbidabad. 

The Hon’ble Baja Ban Behari Kapur, c.s.i. 

NEW MEMBERS. 

The Hon’ble Messes. Duke and Gait took their seats in Council. 
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THE LATE HON’BLE BABU SALIGEAM 8INGH. 

The lion’ble the Peesident said: — “Gentlemen, — It wail with very great’ 
regret that I received the other day the news of the sudden death of our 
hon’ble colleague, Babu Saligram Singh. In the kindly references which were 
made to the deceased gentleman in the High Court a week ago," testimony was 
borne by Bench and Bar alike to the high respect in which he was held as^a 
member of the legal profession ; and I shall not repeat what was said then. 

Our late colleague served in this Council for two years (1897-1 §99) as the 
representative of Municipalities in the Patna Division; and he was again 
nominated a Member of the Council on the 15th December, 1903, .as the 
’ representative of the Bihar Landholders’ Association. He served on Select 
Committees in connection with some important measures, and took an honoiy'- 
able part in the work of the Council. He never spoke unnecessarily, or 
without having something to say that was worth hearing and likely to throw 
light on the subject under discussion. He was an able lawyer, helpful in 
Select Committee work, and invariably courteous, considerate and tactful 
in the Council. I may perhaps be permitted to add that his intimacy 
with me as a Member of the Council led me to appreciate very highly 
his broad views and wide sympathies and genial character. He was honest and. 
upright and independent, and withal desirous to render assistance* to tbe 
Government and to advance the interests of the people. I have frequently had 
to consult him in regard to important questions affecting this Province ; and 
1 have always felt that I received from him the best advice that ho could give, 
in full view of all the interests (sometimes conflicting) which were involved in 
the matter under consideration at the time. I specially valued the advice and 
assistance which he rendered — or rather I perhaps ought to say was renderiag— 
to me in regard to legislation affecting the relations between landlords and 
tenants. He knew the law well; and he understood well the interests of both 
parties. The advice which ho was able to give me was therefore of great value, 
and I shall greatly miss his kindly and cheery fellowship in the discussions to 
which I am now looking forward in connection with this subject. 

“ I am sure that 1 shall meet the wishes of this Council when I communi- 
cate to his bereaved family an expression of our sympathy and of the deep 
regret with which we have heard of his untimely death.” 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Calcutta Improvement Scheme. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu asked: — 

Will the Government be pleased to state what progress has been mad© 
with the scheme for the improvement of Calcutta, and, if any legislation is 
necessary in connection with such scheme, when is the same to oe undertaken ? 

The Ilon’ble Mb, Gait replied : — 

“The proposals regarding the structural improvement of Calcutta are 
still before the Government of India, and the Lieutenant-Governor is not in 
a position to make any statement regarding them.” 

SEPTIC TAI^KS. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu asked: — 

(i) Will the Government be pleased to state what action it has taken on 
the report of the Septic Tanks Committee ? 

(P) Is it not the opinion of the experts consulted by the Committee that 
the effluents of those tanks, though clear to the eye, are full of dangerous 
microbes ? 
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(^) Hs 8 the Government taken any steps to stop the flow from the 
septic tanks into the river above Tolly^s Nala« as recommended^ by the 
t}dmmittee? 

(^) Has the Government considered that Tolly’s Nala is only about two 
miles from the pumping station at Mullick Ghat for the supply of unflltered 
water to the town, and is in close proximity to the VVatgunge Pumping Station 
and«thst with the tides the contents of the septic tanks below Tony’s Nali 
passing Ihrouigh the unflltered water system would bo dangerous to the town? 

(5) Is the Government aware that there has been of late a marked 
increase in typhoid fever in the Northern Division of the town? Will the 
Government be pleased to inquire whether this has any connection with the 
contamination of the water-supply of Calcutta ? 

^ m 4# 

The Hon’ble Mk. Gait replied : — 

“The Septic Tank Committee were unable to submit a final rejiort. They 
found that although the effluents of these tanks are clear to the eye and 
chemically fairly pure, they still contain large numbers of bacteria at the 
points where they are discharged into the river. This contaminjition, however, 
rapidly disappears; and it was not noticeable in the immediate neighbourhood 
of thp Pulta intake. The Committee were of opinion that the biological 
defects of the effluents might be got rid of if they were further purified 
by filtration through sand. Captain Megaw, i.m.s., was accordingly placed on 
special duty to conduct experiments with a sand filter. Uis report has just 
been received. The results obtained by him were not altogether satisfactory, 
but this was due largely to defects in the particular installation to which his 
sand filter was attachecf. The principal Medical Adviser of Government is of 
opinion that the experiment affords reasonable ground for anticipating that, by 
improving the installations*, it will be possible to make the effluents harmless. 
The great importance of the matter is admitted, and Government is considering 
the further steps ro be taken in order to arrive at a solution of the problem. 
Meanwhile permission will not be given to construct any new installations 
discharging into the Ilooghly* It is not proposed at present to interfere with 
the existing installations. As remarked by the Committee, they aro a markc'd 
improvemeift on the old insanitary latrines, and their abolition would probably 
increase rather than diminish the pollution of the river. 

“ During the first six months of the present calendar year 37 cases of 
typhoid fever have been reported from the two northern districts of the city 
against 19 cases in the corresponding part of last year. The figures in botli 
cases are small, and the Health Offleer does not connect this disease with the 
filtered water-supply.” 

THE MUHAMMADAN METHOD OF EDUCATION. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu said 

» 

Considering , the fact that no reference has been made to the Muhammadan 
Method of Education in the Senior Teachers’ Manual under the new scheme, 
and the large number of Muhammadan students under vernacular instruction, 
will the Government be pleased to add a Cliapter on the “Muhammadan 
Method ” in Part I under the heading of “ Introduction ” in the said Manual? 

The Hon’ble Mb. Gabnduff replied : — 

“Hitherto ^ Muhammadan Method ’ has not been dealt with separately, 
apparently on the principle that the methods of teaching most eubjectii in the 
^ordinary school course are the same, whether the pupils to be taught are 
Muhammadans or Hindus. But, in view of the special scheme for establishing 
model makiahs and improving Muhammadan Education generally, which has 
recently been sanctioned, an additional chapter dealing with such points 
as may seem to require attention will probably be included in the next edition 
of the Senior Teachers’ Manual.” 
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ESTABLISHMENT OF A SUB-DIVISION AT GOPALGUNGE (I^f FAEIflPUB;. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Babu asked : — 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the progress made in 
establishing a sub-division at Gopalgunge, in the district of Faridpur, at 
proposed and sanctioned by the late Sir Jdin Woodburn ? 

(b) In view of the fact that most of the villages within the jurisdiction 
of Gopalgunge lie very far away from the district head-quarters, and also o£»th€ 
absence of any means of communication between this part of the c distant and 
the head-quarter station for the greater part of the j^ear, either by land or hy 
water, and of the consequent prevalence of crime and the hardships ajid 
inconveniences to litigants in the villages under that thana, will the Government 
be pleased to consider the expediency of transferring this tract of land from 
Faridpur to Khulna, the head-quarters of which district is within very ^asy 
reach from the area in question ? 

The Hon’ble Me. Caelyle replied : — 

Reports from the Commissioners of the Dacca and Presidency Divisions 
have just been received and are under consideration.” 

8UBOLDINATE APPOINTMENTS IN THE BOARD OF REVENUE. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu asked : — 

(J) Is it a fact that the Government has reserved 30 per cent, of the 
subordinate appointments in the Board of Revenue for Europoans and 
Eurasians ? 

(2) Will the Government be pleased to explain the reasons which have led 

to the special reservation of appointments for a particular class in the Board oJ 
Revenue apart from any question of merit or ability ? • 

(3) Does the Government think such reservation consistent with the terms 
of the Proclamation of Her late Majesty ? 

The Hon’blc Me. Carlyle replied i — 

‘‘(1) Yes. 

‘‘(2) That it has boon held to bo important to have a considerable propor- 
tion of Europeans or Eurasians in tho Board’s office in connectioi^ with the 
work of certain departments Opium and Salt). 

‘^(3) There appears to be nothing inconsistent with the Proclamation of 
Her Majesty Queen Victoria in reserving a certain number of appointments for 
a particular class of the community.” 

APPOINTMENT OF POLICE INSPECTORS. 

The Ilon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar asked: — * 

{a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to certain para- 
graphs which appeared in the Bengalee of tho 8th June, 1905 (Dak Edition), 
touching the appointment of Police Inspectors under the new scheme? Is it 
true, as stated in tho said paretgraphs, that out of twenty-four appointments 
made only four have been given to Indian candidates, whose number was 
no loss than 293 and sixteen of whom had been selected and summoned by 
wire to attend the office of the Inspector- General of Police ? If only four 
of the appointments have been given to Indians, who have received, or are 
intended to receive the remaining twenty ? Is it true that they have all been 
given away to Europeans or Eurasians? „ 

{b) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a list of all the 
t went y-f our appointments made as noticed above, giving the names of the 
persons appointed, their race or nationality and their educational qualifica- 
tions, together with any other recommendation that they may possess ? 

Tho Hon’ble Mb. Carlyle replied 

** 1. The Lieutenant-Governor has perused the paragraphs of the Benyalei 
referred to in the Hon’ble Member’s question. They are misleading and 
inaccurate. 



IMS.] Que^Uon^ and Answers. 171 

\^Mr. Carlyle ; Baba Amiika Charan Moaumdar ; Mr* OaitJ] 

^ It ifi not true that out of twenty-four new appointments of Inspectors of 
Police, four have been given to Natives of India and the rest are reserved 
for Euro^ans and Eurasians. Out of the increase in the cadre, of Inspectors 
of Civil Police sanctioned on the recommendation of the Police Commission, 
twenty-nine appointments have been made. Five have been made direct and 
twenty-four by •the promotion of deserving Sub-Inspectors. All twenty-nine 
appointments have been given to Natives of India. The newspaper extract, 
which forms the basis of the Hon’ble Member’s question, omits to mention 
the twenty •four new appointments which have been conferred on Natives of 
India already in the Police. 

For service in the Armed Police, twenty-two European Inspectors have 
been appointed. It has been decided that for the Armed Police to perform 
the duties required of it in the event of a widespread disturbance, the force 
• attached to** each district must be officered by a European •Inspector. Train- 
ing the Armed Police in drill and discipline is the main duty of these Inspire- 
tors ; and they are quite distinct from the Civil or Investigating staff. The 
men appointed are all Europeans, who have been trained in the Army ; and 
they are the only persons who have the necessary qualifications for filling these 
appointments. 

‘‘2. The second question of the Hon’ble Member does not require a 
sepjfrate 'answer after the above explanation.” 

. J/X-ROUTE CANAL IN THE DISTRICT OP PARIDPUB. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar asked : — 

May I inquire if there is any agreement or understanding between 
Government and any Company with regard to the .^iV-route Canal in the 
district of Faridpurr If so, will the Government be pleased to inform the 
Counfcil what is the nature of this agreement and what are its terms ? And 
will the Government Be further pleased to furnish a statement showing year 
by year the outlay made, ^he traffic charged, and the profits receivea in 
connection with this canal ? 

The Hon’blo Mr, Gait replied 

‘‘ No agreement or understanding exists between Government and any 
Company with respect to the i?27-route Channel. 

“A ^tement is laid on the table which shows the state of the capital and 
revenue accounts of this project for each year.” 


Statement referred to in tlie above Answer » 


Yeab. 

Capital outlay 
of year. 

Capital outlay 
to enrl of 

year. 

Gross receipts 
from Toila^fe, 
oto. 

Working 

expenses. 

Net receipts 
of year. 


Rs. 

Rs, 

Ba. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1899-1900 

27*,306 

27,306 

M/. 

Nii, 

Nil, 

1901 

... 1,87,895 

2,15,201 

9,093 

7,868 

1,225 

1902 

1,05,046 

3,20,847 

19,635 

10,688 

8,947 

1903 

... 2,63,000 

5,83,847 

32,648 

17,501 

15,047 

1904 

... 6,26,191 

11,10,038 

46,397 

12,712 

32,685 


MORTALITY IN THE DISTRICT OF PAEIDPDE. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar said : — 

It appears that in 1897 the late Dr. P. M. Gupta, then Civil Surgeon 
of Fariapur, reported that the ever-increasing mortality in the district 
from malarial fever was referable, among other causes, to the objectionable 
practice of steeping jute in every available pool or stagnant water ; and in 
paragraph 11 of the Government Resolution on the annual report of the 
SsLuitary Commissioner for the same year it was directed that the attention 
of the Civil Surgeons should be drawn to the remarks made by the Civil 
Surgeon of Faridpur, and that they should be requested to consider what effect 
the said practice had on the health of their respective districts. Will the 
Government be pleased to state what action was ta&en upon this Resolution ? 
And will the Government be farther pleas^ to publish aU the reports and 
opinions received in connection with this question? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Gait replied : — 

‘‘A flummary of the opiniona of the Medical OflBcers who were asked to 
inquire regarding the alleged injurious eSecta of Jute -steeping on the public 
health will be found in paragraph 44 of the Sanitary Commwsioner’a Report 
for the year 1898. The Sanitary Comuiiasioner and most of the Civil Surgeons 
consulted by him were of opinion that the practice, though disagreeable^ is 
not proved to be specially favourable to the development of Malaria. The 
fever mortality is lowest during the season when jute-sleeping is carrfed on. 
The operation is a necessary one and cannot be wholly prohibited, but District 
Boards and Municipalities have power to set apart public springs and reservoirs 
for drinking and culinary purposes and to prevent their pollution in this or in 
any other manner.” ^ 

THE OFFICE OF DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. BENGAL. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri asked : — 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state why it was that no member 
of the Indian Educational Service was appointed to officiate as Director of 
Public Instruction in Bengal during the absence of Mr. Alexander Pedler on 
leave ? 

(^) Is there any precedent for putting the Assistant Director, who is a 
very junior member of the Service, in charge of the Director’s office during the 
Director’s absence from India ? 

(c) Is there any foundation for the report which has found currency in the 
local press that it is the intention of Gbvernment to appoint a member of the 
Indian Civil Service as Director of Public Instruction in Bengal on the Retire- 
ment of Mr. Alexander Pedler ? 

(d) Was it not laid down by Lord Dufferin in his Minute on the appoint- 
ment of Mr. White, i.o.s., as the Director of Public Instruction in the North- 
Western Provinces and Oudh, that, failing a competent member of the 
Educational Service qualified for the post of Director of Public Instruction in 
any Province, the Educational Departments of other provinces are to be 
indented upon before the appointment can be given to a member of tjie Indian 
Civil Service ; and is the rule laid down in the Minute considered to be in force 
in Bengal, or has it been supplanted by any special or later instructions from 
th€ Government of India, and if so, when and to what efEect ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carnduff replied:— 

The appointment of an officer to officiate for Mr. Pedler during his 
recent leave was considered unnecessary. The leave was short ; and the time 
was not the inspection season. The duties of his office were, ther^ore, entrusted 
to his assistant. 

'^As to Mr. PedlePs successor, the discretion of the Gdvemmeut is not 
limited in the choice of a Director in the manner indicated in the question. 
The choice depends on all the circumstances and requirements of the case. 
These have been submitted for the consideration of the Government of India.” 

RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE DISTRICT CIVIL SERVICE. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu asked : — 

Has the attention of the Government of Bengal been drawn to the 
scheme of re-organization of the District Civil Service in Bengal, put forward 
in the last number of the new Calcutta monthly. The Indian World; and 
will the Government be pleased to state if it considers the scheme to be feasible, 
and, if not, what stands m the way of its being put into operation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied : — 

The Government does not consider it expedient to enter in Council into 
the discussion of such Magazine articles.” 
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. THE BENGAL DISORDERLY HOUSES BILL, 1905. 

The Hon’ble Mk. Carndufp moved for leave to introduce a Bill to provide 
for the discontinuance of brothels and disorderly houses in certain localities 
in Bengal. He said: — 

^*Sir, I have to move for leave to introduce a Bill to provide for the 
discontinuance of brothels and disorderly houses in the vicinity of educational 
institutions, or in the immediate neighbourhood of cantonments, in Bengal. 

‘‘in March, 1903, the Government was asked in this Council whether 
it was aware of the existence in a number of stations in the mufassal 
of houses of ill-fame in close proximity to colleges, schools and hostels ; and it 
was suggested that measures should betaken to enforce their removal from such 
localities. The reply then given was to tho effect that the Government was 
•aware of the evil referred to and tho danger indicated; bul that the question 
raised was one of great difficulty, as it appeared that the removal of houses 
of ill-fame, as such, could not be enforced. The matter was not, however, 
allowed to drop ; on the contrary, careful inquiries were at once instituted, 
aijd the problem has since been examined from every point of view. It 
appears that a ‘disorderly’ house may be, and frequently is, kept in a 
* ’perfectly quiet and orderly manner, and that, when this is so, although 
ifs presenrce is none the less a source of temptation to students attending 
colleges and schools in the neighbourhood, neither it nor its inmates can be 
interferevl with under tho law as it stands. Moreover, wlioro interference is 
possible, it rests with private persons to take the initiative; and there is often a 
reluctance on the part of respectable men and women to come forward as 
complainants or witnesses in cases of tlie kind. The expediency of dealing with 
the evjl can hardly be gainsaid, and the necessity for legislating afresh has, there- 
fore, oeen faced. A Bill has been drafted on the lines of the provisions in force 
on the subject in the Punjab and the Central Provinces ; the opportunity has 
been taken to include within its scope brothels in tho immediate neighbourhood 
of military cantonments ; and it is proposed that, while power should be taken 
in wide terms to direct the discontinuance of the uso of a house as a brothel 
or by disorderly persons, that power should be conferred only upon Magistrates 
of the first class acting either with the sanction of tlie District Magistrate or 
on the complaint of three or more residents of the locality concerned. As 
to the operation of the measure, it is thought that it should extend in tho first 
instance to mufassal municipalities onl^, but should be capable of extension to 
other than municipal areas, in which, indeed, the evil may, owing to the absence 
of any local ^authority and any public opinion, be even more pronounced 
than in the larger towns. 8uch, Sir, is tho Bill which I seek leave to introduce 
to-day.” 

The Motion was put afid agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr*. Carnduff then introduced the Bill and moved that it bo 
read in Council. ^ 

The Hon’jple Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu said;— “Sir, — With your 
permission I wish to make a few observations with regard to this Bill. I ofiFer 
my congratulations to Your Honour’s Government for the introduction of this 
measure into this Council, and I am glad that the Bill has come for discussion 
under Your Honour’s regime » This is a piece of legislation for which the 
people have repeatedly prayed, resolutions requesting the Government to 
undertake legislation on these lines were pass^ in two Conferences which 
met in Bengal, and the Bill has come none too soon. There Is one omission 
in the Bill, however, which I wish to bring to the notice of this Council. If 
any municipal area more than another requires protection from the evil 
sought to be checked by this measure, it is the town of Calcutta, and the Bill 
omits Calcutta altogether. I had the privilege of taking Your Honour down 
to visit an educational institution in Clutpur Road, which has been in. 
^existence for more than 75 years, and 1 called Your Honour’s attention to the 
disgraceful and scandalous surroundings of the road through which Your Honour 
drove down. It is not only the proximity of educaiiotial institations which 
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requires to be protected, but the great arterial roads through which ^ flow the 
student population to our educational institurions should also be cleansed and 
purified. Thanks to the energy of Mr. Bignell, Cornwallis Street, about which- 
are located our principal schools and colleges, have been cleared of its unwhole* 
some surroundings, but after a great deal of expense and trouble, because 
section 43 of the Calcutta Police Act is rather difficult to put into operation : it 
lays down conditions which must exist before those houses can be dealt with — 
conditions which, as the hon’ble mover has pointed out, may not be found 
to exist simultaneously. I would, therefore, appeal to Your Honour’s (govern- 
ment to extend the provisions of this Bill to Calcutta, and 1 am sure my appeal 
shall not be in vain. 

“ Sir, before 1 sit down I may be permitted to say that we have met to-day 
under very peculiar circumstances ; and though I rejoice in the introduction 
of this measure into this Council, 1 find it difficult to express myself 4n ^he . 
way I should like to. Our hearts are too full to-day with the recent 
intelligence of the calamity that has befallen us, — a calamity unparallelled in the 
days of the Moghul or the Pathau, a calamity before which the abrogation of 
the gracious Proclamation of Her late Majesty under the present regime sinks 
into utter insignifiance. Our hopes of a united Bengal, of a great Bengaii- 
speaking nationality bound by common ties and prospering under a common^ 
Government, are gone. From henceforth the cup of bitterness wil] be our 
portion, and all our energies and efforts must bo directed to counteract • the 
disintegrating influences that threaten to overwhelm us. Sir, this is not the 
time to dwell on this question, but it is so near our hearts that I cduld not 
refrain from referring to it altogether. 

“ Though our hearts are heavy and our thoughts directed towards issues 
far more momentous than the Bill before Your Honour’s Council, I venture 
to offer on behalf of the people our congratulations to Your Honour’s Gevem- 
mont on the introduction of this Bill into the Council and hope that its 
operation may be extended to Calcutta.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Chauan Mazumdar said: — “Sir, I rise to offer 
a most cordial welcome to the Bill which has just been introduced^ The 
credit of bestowing State attention to the segregation and control of public 
houses with a view to safeguard the moral interests of the people belongs 
entirely to Your Honour’s Government. Much has been done of laljp to purge 
many important parts of this great city from these growring nuisances,"^ and 
it is a matter for the sincerest congratulation that the Government now 
proposes to extend its powerful hand to the cleansing of the Augean stables 
in the mufassal. The indisciiminate location of public houses in the heart 
of respectable localities and the congregation of disorderly and disreputable 
people in such plac^es have long been a standing disgrace to many a mufassal 
town. These dens are not only the fruitful sources of public disturbances 
and annoyances, but they are actually making havoc among the students 
in the mufassal schools and colleges. If I remember aright, an attempt 
was made to deal with these abuses in 1894, when the Bengal Municipal 
Act was taken up for amendment by the Government of Sir Charles Elliott; 
but an upposition came from an unexpected quarter, and the feeble attempt was 
given up. I rejoice, therefore, to find that Your Honour’s Government intends 
seriously to grapple with the situation by means of an independent legislation. 

1 may have to offer a few suggestions as regards the simple provisions of 
this Bill ; but this is not the occasion to do so, and I reserve them for a later 
stage of this short but wholesome measure. 

“Sir, befo^ Your Honour adjourns the Couucil for your autumn tour 
I feel it my painful duty, as a humble representative of East Bengal, to draw 
attention to a telegram from Reuter, as published in the morning papers of 
Thursday last, which has fallen like a bombshell among the people. It is 
said that the Secretary of State has accepted the Government id India’s 
4 K)heme for the partition of Bengali The pe<^le as yet know not what 
that scheme realfy is and what a gria| mockery of fat© that they should be% 
told that it has already received the sanction of the highest authority in 
the administration. In December and January last, attempts were made 
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^th this as well as in the Supreme Council to obtain information on tbesub- 
^jeot; but Your Honour’s Government coaid not« while the Government of India 
would not, vouchsafe any replies. Judging however by the light of this telegram, 
it would now seem, that while in this state of doubt and uncertainty not a few 
of ixB were sleeping in a fool’s paradise fondly indulging in the dream that it 
is^ impossible f6r the British Government to condemn a whole people without 
giving them at least an opportunity to be heard in their defence, everything 
was being arranged quietly between the Government of India and the India 
0£|ce*to decide the ’fate of the unfortunate people of this Province. Their 
repeated prayers for the publication of the new scheme have thus gone entirely 
Unheeded, while even the telegram wliich they sent to the Secretary of State, 
upon the vague, unauthorized information of the Standard and the Indian Daily 
Jflews, fo^ the simple postponement of the final decision piending the receipt of 
a memoi^l which they have hastily despatched over the signatures of nearly 
70,000 people of East Bengal, has also been disregarded. Sir, even the worst 
criminal has a right to be famished with a copy of his indictment before he is 
condemned, but here the Government have decided the fate of over dO millions 
of His Majesty’s innocent subjects oven without a hearing ! 

It is also a melancholy irony of fate that this violent ukase, so painfully 
remindiag the people of the utter futility of their opposition, should be issued at 
a time when they wore so jubilant over the coming advent of their Royal 
Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales. Sir, their Royal Highnesses will 
come and go; but the bleeding hearts of their future subjects that will undoubt- 
edly bless them will also send forth the doleful strains of a mourning nation 
ana mar the harmony of a groat rejoicing. Sir, the struggle of a holple^is 
peopje is probably over, and here, drops the curtain over one of the sacfdest 
tragedies ever enacted on the political stage in this country. Tlio map of 
Bengal may now bo rolled up; for it will not be nocessarj^ to open it within 
another hundred years.” 

The Hon’blo Mr. Chaudhuri said: — I must congratulate the Governmemt 
on the introduction of the Disorderly Houses Bill in to-day’s Council. Jn llio 
interests of the educational institutions and rospoctablo neighbourlioods the want 
of such a measure has long been keenly felt both in this ci^ and in the many 
important mufassal towns in Bengal, such as Bhagalpur and Dacca, But it is u. 
matter of profound regret to me that neither this measure nor any measure 
passed by this Legislature is to have any operation either in Eastern Bengal 
or in Northern Bengal, which latter I would perhaps be the last man to repre- 
sent in this» Council. As for my constituency in particular, 1 mean the whole 
of the Rajshahi Division, the action of the Government in severing it from this 
Legislature and the capital of India is even more arbitrary than is tho case 
with Eastern Bengal. The Government proposals for its partition have novoi* 
been communicated to a single soul in the whole of Northern Bengal and no 
opportunity given to the people of those parts to express their o])inion about 
the change. I’ am acquainted with the opinions, ideas and sentiments of tiio 
men of ught^ and leading in Northern Bengal, and I know that they will 
regard this sudden and violent change in its constitution and administration as 
the greatest calamity that has befallen them under British rule. I can 
assure you. Sir, that profound grief and dismay have overtaken tho whole of 
our people at the news that the Secretary of State has sanctioned tho breaking 
up of the province and people of Bengal in spite of the protests from the wholo 
of Bengal. The unanimous protest of tho entire Bengali-speaking people has 
been ignored in a manner more becoming tho Ministers of the Tsar than of tho 
xepresentatives of the most constitutional Monarch on the face of this earth.” 

The Hon’ble the President said : — I wish simply to say this: though 
I have not interrupted Hon’ble Members in talking about a subject which is 
absolutely irrelevant to the subject now under discussion because I have no 
desire whatsoever either to appear to fail in sympathy vrith Hon’ble Members 
who appeal as they do, but alsouecause I think that under the peculiar 
circumstances of the case it is only natural that they should wish to say a few 
words, but I thiok I must ask that Hon’ble Members do not abuse the patience 
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of the Council, and that they do not use this privilege which is giveii to them 
to uBe language which cannot be approved from this Chair.’^ 

The Hon’ble Mb. Chaudhuri continued: — “ As consider you, Sir, as* 

nr)t only the representative of our Sovereign, but the representative of our people 
as well, my humble prayer to you to-day is that you wouldr convey to me 
Sovereign our unanimous feeling and deliberate opinion that His Majestj^s 
Ministers have been ill advised in adopting the scheme, and that His Majesty 
may yet be graciously pleased to stay the hands of his Ministers. •* With this 
prayer 1 resume my seat.’’ ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carnduff said : — In reply to the observations made by 
the Hon’ble liabu iihupendra Nath Basu, I take the opportunity of explaining 
that the question legislating to meet in Calcutta the evils with which the 
Bill deals for the mufassal has not been overlooked. It is under tte 
consideration of the Government.” 

The Motion that the Bill be read in Council was then put and agreed to, 
and the Bill was read accordingly. 

The Council was then adjourned to a day to be notified hereafter. 


Calcutta ; 

The 2lBi July, 1905. 


F. G. WIGLEY,. 

Beer clary to the Bengal CounciL 



the Proceedings of the Council ef the LkutemnUQovemor of Bengal 
OOecmhled under the provisions of the Indian Oouncib ActSr ^^d 1S9S, 

The Couacil met in the Council Chamber on Slaturday, the 19th August, 
1905^ »t 11 A.M. 

|)r£0tnt : 

^he Hon’ble Sir Andrew Fraheu, K.c.s.r., Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, presiding. 

The Hon^ble Mr. L« Hare, c.i.f. 

The Hon’ble Mr, K. G. Gupta. 

The Hon’ble Mr. B. L. Gupta. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. O’Kinealy, Advocate- General of Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. W. Duke. 

The Hon’ble Mr, R. W. Carlyle, c.i.e, 

Th© Hon’ble Mr. W. A. Inglis. • 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. A. Gait. 

The Hon’ble Mr. G. Gordon. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. C. G. H. Allen. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. F. Larmoue. 

» • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. A. Apcar. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 

t' 

The Hon’bje Babu Nalin Behari Sircar, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mb. J. Chaudhubi, m.a. 

11^ Hon’ble AstF KAbB Saiyid Wasif Au Mibza, of Murshidabad. 

The Hon’ble Raja Ban Behabi Kapur, c.a.i. 

NEW MEMBERS. 

The Hon’ble Messrs. Gobdos and Ali.en took their seMta in Council. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

alterations in DALHOtrSIE SQUARE. 

Tho Hon’ble Babo Bhupendra Nath Babu asked : — 

'Sir 

Will the Government be ^eased to lay on the table the scheme^ of 
tho proposed alterations in the Dalhousie Square, and state within what tjfae 
such alterations are likely to be completed ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Inolis replied 

‘‘The pUtn is laid on the table. It is expected that the alterations will 
be completed before the end of November.” 

WATER-SUPPLY IN CALCUTTA. 

Tho Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Babu asked: — 

(a) Has the attention of tho Government been called to the insufficient 
supply of filtered water in Calcutta? 

(/>) Is it a fact that, in the area under the so-called continuous * system of 
water-supply in Calcutta, there is no water available during seven iiouips of the 
(lay, specially at midday? What was the pressure from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
from 5 p.M. to 7 p.m. for the last three months? 

(c) Is it a fact that in the so called continuous supply area the full statutory 
pressure of 40 feet is maintained at night, when water is not wanted and very 
little used? If not, what is the pressure at night ? 

(c?) Will tho Governmetit be pleased to inquire from the Municipal autho- 
rities of Calcutta, and publish for general information, the cost in fuel and 
labour incurred for tho supply of water at night, as compared with the cost 
during day-time, for the continuous supply area, for the year 1904-05? 

(c) If the Corporation of Calcutta can fulfil its statutory obligation to 
maintain at a pressure of 40 feet a continuous supply of filtered water 
Calcutta with the present pressures during the day, is it necessary to maintaim 
the statutory pressure at night ? ' j 

( / ) Has the attention of the Government been called to the failuro of the 
supply of unfiltered water in Calcutta ? 

(y) Will the Government bo pleased to inquire and state the pressure 
maintained for the unfiltered water-supply during the last six months, month 
by month ? 

{h) Will the Government be pleased to ascertain and state the number of 
privies in Calcutta connected with the unfiltered water-svpply for flushing 
purposes ? 

(/) Is the Government aware that, owing to the failure of unfiltered water, 
most of these privies* especially those in upper storey of houses, have remained 
unflushed, or practically so? 

( y ) Is the Government aware that, notwithstanding its inability to supply 
unfiltered water, the Corporation of Calcutta is vigorouslv enforcing on the 
people the conversion of service into connected privies? Will the Govemment 
be pleased to asoei'tain and state the number of notices which the Corporation 
has issued for this purpose ? Does the Government think that, until a more 
adequate supply of water is secured for flushing purposes, it is either desirable 
or s^e to insist on* the people converting service into connected privies? 
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A Government aware that the Corporation ia issuing- and realizing- 

nTr?Z qpmbor of bills for the use of filtered water by tha people in 

- ezoess of the quantity covered by their water-rate ? j y F 

Qoverament be pleased to ascertain if comnlaints have not 
‘i*® Corporation that the meters used bf the (Corporation are 
very unsatisfactory, and that, whenever they have been cheS Thev have 
fflven discrepant results .? Will the Government, for the protection of the tKKiple 
of C^cutta be pleased to take the opinion of properly^ qualified men oMe 
the Corporation as regards the reliabSity of these meters ? outsiUe 

Vr fact that, under section 248 of the Calcutta 

Municipal Act, the Corporation of Calcutta is bound to supply filtered -water 
together with a sufficien^t supply of unfiltered watet, for washing and flushing 

f^ilare of the CorporatioA to dh the hitter, and the 
consequent enforced use by the people of filtered water for washing and 
flushing purposes, does the Government think the Corporation is justilfed in 
issuing extra bills for the use of filtered water by owners and occupiers of 
bouses, in excess of the quantity allowed by law ? ^ * 

C«) Is the Government aware that the reported supply of filtered wafer in 
•Calcutta IS only 24-22 ^llo-ns per head of thi population, not allowing for the 
e^rmous wastage which goes on in the mains and reservoirs, and wldch is 
admittedly not l^s than 30 per cent., while London has a supply ©f 33-*- 

galWper h^d, Glasgow, 40 gallons, New York, 79, Boston, SO, Chicago, 138 
and Washington, 176 gallons per bead ■? , '-/meago, loa, 

.nnJfh. ®°^e»:nment aware that, while outside Municipalities, who have 

contributed nothing towards the cost of the water-works in Calcutta, get their 

3“nnn^ Z®'' a rupee, the rate-payors of Calcutta are charged at 

3,000 gallons for a rupeetfor the use' of the excess water? * 


The Hon’ble Mr. Gait replied 

“(a) Government has noticed complaints in the Press about the filtered 
water-supply in Calcutta. 

“ (6) It is not a fact that in the area under the continuous system of water- 
supply there is no water available during 7 hours of the day. In the greater part 
of this area, the supply during the day is good. There are, however, certain 
places -vyhere there is little or no water in the middle of the day, owing to local 
defects which are now being remedied. It is impossible to answer the second 
part of this question, unless particular areas are specified. The pressure is 
fiutoinatically recorded in different parts of the town and can be ascertained at 
any time. 

“ (c) This Was formerly the case, but under orders of tho acting Chairman 
pumping at nighty was temporarily suspended; it will shortly be resumed. 

“ (d) This information cannot easily be given, but it is known that the 
extra expense has hitherto been small. The engines at Talla would in any 
case have, to be kept running to pump the water into the reservoirs at tho 
other three filtered- water pumping stations. Moreover the pressure at night 
must be kept up, in order to search for leaks and generally to bring the mmns 
and fittings into order for tho continuous supply. 

“ (e) Under existing conditions, and until the water- works system of 
Calcutta 18 thoroughly re-modelled, it is impossible to maintAi.^ a pressure of 
40 feet everyjrhere during the whole of the 24 hours. It is necessary to main 
tain pessure at night for tho reasons given in the answer to the previous 
question, * ^ 
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“ (/) Some complaints have been noticed. 

The pressure of the unfiltered water-supply is automattcal^ recorded^ 
in the two pumping stations; the maximum is about 110 feet at both stations.' 
It would take some time to work out the averetge pressure month by month. 

(/i) On the 81st March, 1905, the number was 9,481. 

(^) These privies are ordinarily flushed with regularity *, but there have 
been occasions, owing to defects and accidents, when sufficient pressuse has 
not been maintained for short periods. 

It is not the case that the Corporation of Calcutta is now vigorously 
enforcing on the people the conversion of service into connected privies. On 
the contrary, so far back as June, 1904, the Chairman stopped the issue p£ 
notices to connect privies, except in streets where he was satisfied that a 
sufficient pressure of unfiltered water is ordinarily maintained. The number 
of such notices issued in 1904-05 was 681. 

“ (/:) About 500 bills are issued quarterly, for excess consumption of filterejJ 
Water. 

(/) Not more than half a dozen complaints regarding the meters have* 
been received during the past two years. In these cases the Corporal fon 
offered to have the meter checked in the presence of the complain^int on 
payment of a fee of Rs. 5 (vzde section 274 of the Act) to be returned if it is 
found to be more than two per centa in error against the consumer. Every meter 
is checked before being nxed. The meters in use in Calcutta are of a make 
which is very common in the United Kingdom and America, where they are 
found to give satisfaction. 

** (m) This question asks, not for information, but for an expression of 
opinion. 

“ (n) Government is aware that the reported supply of filtered water in 
Calcutta is 24*22 gallons per head per day for the population. It is not admitted 
that anything like 30 per cent, of this amount is wasted on account of leaks 
in mains and reservoirs. In addition to the above quantity of filtered water,, 
about 22 gallons per head per day of unfiltered water is supplied. The total! 
supply is thus greater than that in London and Glasgow according to the 
figures given in the question. 

(^>) Yes. 

Most of the above questions might more suitably have been addressed to 
the Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation at a meetiiie of that body. It 
was therefore with some hesitation that Government decided to call upon the 
Corporation to supply the required information.’^ 


OOX^SKRVANCY IN THE NORTHERN DIVISION OF CADOUTTA. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu asked : — 

(a) Has the attention of the' Government been drawn to the state of 
the conservancy in the Northern Division of Calcutta, and to the statement of 
the Chairman of the Corporation at its^neeting of the 24th May, 1905, that it 

'was with much regret that he admitted the fact” that the conservancy arrange- 
ments for this Division were extremely unsatisfactory and bad failed ? 

(b) W ill the Government be pleased to inquire and state w]^at steps haxe 
been taken by the Corporation to improve the conservancy of the Noxthem 
Division ? 
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(c) Has the attention oi the Qovornmont been called to the expense of 
f urpishing the meeting room of the Corporation ? WiP the Government be 
pleased to state * the amount ? Is it a fact that the chair provided for the 
Chairmafi has cost Rs. 1,500? 

(d) Is the Government aware of the state of the roads in the Northern 

? iart of the town, and that they cannot bo kept in suflSicient repair for want of 
unds? 

« • 

The Hon’ble Mr. Gait replied: — 

“ («) and (^) The proceedings of all the Mootings of the Calcutta Corpo- 
ration are submitted for the information of Government. The attention of the 
Jdor^’ble Member is invited to the information given by the ^Cluiirman of the 
Corporation regarding the conservancy arrangements in the Northern Division 
of th^ town at the Meeting of the Municipal Comiuissioners hold on the otii 
ultimo. 

, (c*) The Chairman reports that the cost of tlie furniture and equipinont 

of the Council Chamber was Ks. 10,600. The Chairman’s chair cost Rs. 410. 

• (dy The Chairman reports that, with the exception of the main thoroiigli- 
-farefc/, the roads in th(3 Northern part of the town are not gon(»rally in good 
repair. Repairs are now in progniss. d^lio sum of ils. I,d4,78t) has been 
allotted for District I and Rs. 1,10,421 for District 11. These ligures include 
special repair grants of iis. 40,000 and Rs. 20,000 made this }’oir to these two 
Districts.’^ 

UNHEALTHY CONDllTON OF CERTAIN TilANAS IN THE FARIDPlUl DISTRICT. 

The Ilon’blo Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar said 

In July, 1901, in an address presented to the Lieutenant-Governor 
by the Faridpur Peoples’ Association, roferenco was made to the unhotittliy 
condition of the thanas of Bhushana, Baliakandi and Pungsa, in tliat district, 
and to the heavy mortality among men and cattle in IIicho places, owing, as it 
\^as said, to the silting up of the river Chandana. In reply, His Honour was 

E leased to promise an inquiry into the matter. May 1 ask if the inquii y 
^ as been made, and, if so, with what result ? 

(b) Is it or is it not a fact that those places have lost heavily in population 
since 1881, when tfte river Chandana began to silt up? And will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to lay on’the table a statement showing the loss of population 
from year to year in those throe thanas from 1881 to 1904, together with their 
total area, aiid, if possible, the area under cultivation in each of them ? 

* 

The Hoa’ble Mr. Galt replied : — 

“The inquiry promised by His Honour was made by the Executive 
Engineer, Circular and Eastern Canals Division. His report shows that there 
is bijt little hope of opening out the river and bringing in water from the 
Padma without prohibitively large expenditure, and that, even if this were 
done, it is doubtful if it would remain open for any Itmgth of time. The 
Padma is constantly changing its courfe^ and it is impossible to foresee its 
vagaries or to control them. 

“ It appears that the Chandana began to silt up, not twenty years, but 
half a century^ ago. 

^ “ The population of the Bhushana, Baliakandi and Pangsa thanas at each 

of the last three censuses is shown in the statement which 1 have laid on the 
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table. The total population of the three thanas has fallen from §2298*^^0 m 
1881 to 294,313 in 1901, but this seems to be due to changes in area. The 
population per square mile is very much the same now as it was in 1881. 
The birth and death returns for the last three years show that at present the 
death-rate greatly exceeds the birth-rate. The tract is at the presint time 
one of the unhealthiest in Bengal.’’ 


Siaiement referred to in the above reply. 

Census population of Bhushana, Baliakandi and Pangsa thana8*in the 
district of Faridpur. 


! 

Names of thanas. 

Population 
according 
to CenauB 
of 1881. 

1 

Area 
in sQuare 
miles. 

Population 
according 
to Gens us 
of 1891. 

Area 
in square 
miles. 

Population 
according 
to Census 
of 1901. 

AreS 
in square 
miles. 

Bhushana than a 

107,415 

135 

102,182 

135 

1 

95,548 

• 

135 , 

Baliakandi „ ... 

65,009 

134 

97,798 

123 

88,532 


J^angsa „ ... 

160,366 

1 

197 

126,615 

166 

110,233* 

. 166 

Total 

322,850 

466 

326,695 j 

423 

294,313 

428 

c 


PARTITION OP BENGAL. 

The Hon’bl© Babxt Ambika Charan Mazumdar said : — 

(a) Now that the Resolution for the Partition of Bengal has been issued, 
will the Government bo pleased to publish the papers containing the^ proposab 
of the Government of India, and the Despatch of the Secretary of Statte 
sanctioning such proposals? 

(^) Will the Government be further pleased to state whether this partition 
will be eflfectod by a Proclamation or a Legislative enactment ? And can the 
Government form any idea as to the probable time when the partition is likely 
to be effected ? * 

The Hon’ bio Mr. Carlyle replied: — 

(a) This Government has not been empowered to publish any papers 
regarding the partition. 

** (b) The partition is to be effected by the Government of India, who 
will also decide as to the means of effecting it. This Government is not. in a 
position to state the date fixed for giving effect to the partition.” 


GUN LICENSES IN BENGAL. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambiea Charan Mazumdar asked : — 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing, district by district, the number of gun licenses issued to the natives of 
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Bengal the yeats 1900-1904, the number of cases in which such licensed 

haTe been cancelled or suspended under section 18, and the number of prose- 
iButions started and the convictions obtained under section 19, of the Indian 
Arms Act, during the same i^eriod ? 

(5) Has tl>e Government of Bengal taken any Census of fire-arms under 
section 32 of the said Act? If so, where and when ? 

* 

The flon’blo Mb. Caulyle replied : — 

• Sir, I lay on the table a statement showing, district by district, for each 
of the Idst five years, the number of licenses for firearms issued in Bengal 
and the number cancelled under section 18 of the Indym Arms Act, 1878. 
Information as to the number of proseentions and convictions under section^ 19 
of the Act is not available in the {Secretariat. 

No census of firearms has been taken by the Government of Bengal 
under section 32 of the Act/’ 
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SILTING UP OF THE OLD RIVERS AND CHANNELS IN BENGAL. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar asked ; — 

In view of tlie gradual silting up of the old rivers and channels in 
Bengal, and the consequent complaints made regarding increased scarcity of 
water, insanitation and mortality among the people, will the Government be 
pleased to appoint a Commission to inquire into the condition of these riVers 
and channels and the various causes of these complaints, and to report on the 
means by which it may be possible to remedy them, so as to enable the 
Government to devise and adopt a systematic plan of action in dealing with 
these grievances ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Inglis replied : — 

‘‘ Taking Bengal as a whole, there is no reason to suppose that there has 
been any deterioration that is any reduction in the capacity of discharge of the 
rivers. It is the case that in certain parts of Bengal the channels through 
which the waters of the river Ganges find outlets to the sea now carry Ifess 
water than formerly and in some instances have almost ceased to be flowing; 
streams. . • 

is equally the case that in other parts of Bengal the channels now carry 
more water tlian formerly and new channels have formed. These changes are 
due to natm'al causes which are, for all practical purposes, beyond our control. 
The matter Las received the attention of Government .for many years. No 
general remed)^ has yet been found, and it is extremely doubtful if one ever 
will be found. It has to be remembered that any attempts to alter the course 
of nature and to re-open channels which have closed or shrunk would, if 
successful, almost inevitably result in causing channels at present flowing to 
shrink or close. The net result would therefore be only to transfer the 
existing evils to some other place. 

Improvements in sanitation and in the supply of drinking-water must 
depend to a large extent on the action of the people themselves, whether as 
individuals or through th6ir representatives on the District and Docal ^Boards, 

In the year 1868 an inquiry was made into the want of drinking-water in 
the Nadia district. The conclusion then come to was that the evil was 
largely due to the apathy of the zamindars who had neglected to clear the beds 
of the existing tanks ana who had ceased to make new tanks. This does not 
encourage the hope that any practical result would be attained by the appoint- 
ment of a Commission ; but the matter is one of great moment, and the 
Government does contemplate a special inquiry into it when an officer 
is available.” 

PROCESS FEES REALIZED UNDER THE PUBLIC DEMANDS RECOVERY ACT. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar asked : — 

Will the Government be pleased to furnish a statement shewing the 
amount of process fees realized under the Public Demands Recovery Act for 
the purpose of serving notices and enforcement of certificates, the kmount 
actually expended for such purpose, and the balance left, in each district, during 
the last five years from 1899-1900 to 1903-1904 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied : — 

The information asked for is not contained in any statements now 
prepared. The preparation of the statement would require a special establish- 
ment, an d the •Lieutenant-Governor does not see any reason to believe that it 
would be worth the labour and expense involved. His Honour does not 
therefore think that the expenditure would be justified,” 
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tTNIVERSITY Ji^OMINATIONS FOR THE PROVINCIAL CIVIL SERVICE. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdab asked : — 

Has the • attention of the Qdvernment been drawn to a paragraph in 
the Bengalee of the 13th July, 1905, regarding the University nominations for 
the Provincial Civil Service? And will the Government, in view of the* manifest 
hard^ip ^pointed out therein, be pleased to include the M.A.’s of 1903 and the 
B.AJs and B.Sc.’s of 1904 among the candidates eligible for nomination by the 
JSyndicate for the present year ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied: — 

' "o The Lieutenant-Governor has, since receiving this question, read the 
paragraph referred to in the Bengalee, His Honour hud previously authorized 
the Syndicate, when nominating graduates, to report separately the case of 
students of the previous year whom they consider as specially worthy of notice. 
He had also proposed, if the Provincial Service cadre is increased, to appoint 
two or three distinguished M.A’s of 1903 and B.A’s of 1904 roctmiinondod by 
the Syndicate. B.Sc’s of 1904 will be considered equally eligible with B.A^s. 
He believes that these arrangements will best meet the requirements of 
the? case.’^ 

PARTITION OF BENGAL. 

The Hon’fcle Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdau said : — 

Speaking at Malda on the ‘8th instant and referring to the question 
of Partition of Bengal, His Honour the Lieutonaiit-Governor is reported to 
have said: — ‘^1 have ‘repeived letters and communications fiom both 
Muhammadans and Hindus saying that they strongly feel that the scihome has 
been dc 3 vised for the good of tlie districts concerned.” Is the report (correct ? 
And, if so, will the Government be pleased to publish the names of the gentle- 
men who have said so, so that the public may judge for them selves how far 
these persons were qualified to express such an opinion and the Government 
justified in accepting the same in the face of a practically unanimous opposition 
of the people concerned ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied: — 

‘‘ The Report is correct. The Lieutenant-Governor will not publish the 
names of the gentlemen referred to.” 

The Hon’ble Me. Chaudhuei said: — 

(a) It 'a atatel in the Resolution of the Government of India relatiof; 
to Partition of Bengal tliat “ a scheme was submitted by the Government of 
Bengal for amalgamation with Assam of the Chittagoi^_ and Dacca Divisions 
and the districts of Pabna, Bogra and Rangpur.” Will this Government ba 
pleased to state whether it consulted any men of property or education in the 
Lid districts of Pabna, Bogra and Rangpur or any public bodies in Bengal, or 
even His Majesty’s Judges of the Calcutta High Court, before submitting the 
scheme referred to to the Government of India ? 

(>) Will the Government be pleased to state the date when this scheme 
was Lbmitted to the Government of India, and its reasons for not making it 
public or inviting public opinion thereon when it is the practice with the 
Government to do so in respect of much less important measures ? 

The Hon’ble Mb. Caelyle replied 

“The Resolution referred to by the Hoii’ble Member sets forth ihe facts 
clearly enough. The original scheme revised to meet the administmtive 
neoesnties of the case, and contained in Mr. Risley’s letter No. 3678, dated 
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3rd December, 1903, was published and widely circulated. It was discussed 
public bodies, in public meetings, in conferences called by the Lieutenant- * 
Governor for the purpose, and in official communications from officers who had 
done their best to ascertain public opiniox^^ Objections of a serious nature 
were taken to the scheme. These were set forth in Mr. Macpherson’s letter 
No, 2t556J dated 6th April, 1904, which contained the larger scheme referred 
to in the quotation made by the Hon’ble Member from the Government 6t 
India’s Resolution. This larger scheme was based entirely on the 'reasonable 
objections which had been taken to the original scheme, and secured to the 
transferred districts the privileges which they valued and might otherwise 
have lost.” 

The Hon’ble Mt. Cuaudhuri said : — 

(a) It is also stated in the same Resolution that ‘‘ it was proposed to 
increase the transferred area by the districts of Rajshahi, Dinajpur, Jalpai^»uri, 
Malda, and that the enlarged scheme was cordially accepted by the 
Government of Bengal.” " • 

(if) Will the Government be pleased to state whether, before expressing • 
its approval of the Government of India’s enlarged scheme, did the Bengat 
Government consult : — • 

(a) The District Magistrates and Collectors of the districts referred to? 

(d) The Divisional Commissioners of the districts concerned? 

(c) His Majesty’s Judges of the ^ Hon’ble High Court at Calcutta 

exercising Civil and Criminal jurisdiction over the areas 
mentioned ? * 

(d) Any man of property or education of the districts? 

(e) Any public bodies in Bengal ? 

(c) Will the Government also be pleased to state who are the Members of 
the Board of Revenue and the senior officers referred to in the Resolution who 
were consulted and concurred, and whether they or any of them were at any 
time the District Magistrate and Collector or Divisional Commissioner of th^ 
additional areas comprised in the enlarged scheme ? * 

(cl) Will the Government be pleased to state when the enlarged scheme was 
received by the Government of Bengal and wlien it signified its approval of t)ie 
scheme, and what were its reasons for not making the enlarged scheme and 
its recommendations in tliis connection public ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied: — 

The Resol utidn of the Government of India in paragraphs 5 and 6 
states clearly what was done in regard- to this matter* and this Government 
cannot at present give any more detailed information.” ^ 

THE OFFICE OF DIEECXOE OF POBUC INSTRUCTION, BENGAL. 

Ttie Hon’ble Mb. Chaudhuri asked : — 

# 

Will the Gorernment of Bengal be pleased to state what are the 
^^pircumstances and requirements ” that have led the Government to make a 
“dhoice” or recommend a successor to Mr. Pedler as Director of Public 
InsVuction in Bengal, departing from the ordinary practice and rule with regard 
to s'qch appointments, and whether the recommendations of the Government 
of Bengal nave been approved and sanctioned by the Government of India ? 

Tlc Hon’ble Mb. Cabltle replied : — 

“T^e Government of Bengal is not prepared at present to make any 
statemenl; on this matter.” 



QvetUott* and Amtoert. 189 

IBahu NaKn Behari Sirear ; Mr. Carlyle; Mr, GaiQ 
PAETltlON OP BENGAL. 

The Hon’ble Babu Naun Behari Sircar, l»y leaye of the PreciidoDt^ with? 
drew the following question of which notice had been given 

“In tlio ftesolution'of the Government of India, No. 2491, dated Simla, 
the 19th July, 1905, paragraph 6, it is stated:— 

r» ^ported he had discussed the proposal for the Partition of 

i ‘A? Board of lievenue and with his most senior officers, and had 

xound that, with soaroely an exoeptiou, there was complete unanimity in accepting it* 

^^Will the Government be pleased (a) to give the date of this report 
to the Government of India, and (b) to mention tho names of Members of the 
^ Sqard of Revenue and the most senior officers who wore ^^onsulted and who 
were unanimous in accepting the enlarged scheme? (c) Was there any 
diffdi^ence of opinion amongst them j if so, who were tho dissentients ? ’’ 

THIED STIPENDIAEY PEESIDENCY MAGI8TEATE IN CALCUTTA. 

The Hon’ble Babu Nalin Behabi Sircar asked : — 

^ 1. •(«) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the appoint- 
ment of a. Third Stipendiary Presidency Magistrate in Calcutta has been 
sanctiorved as a temporary or a permanent arrangement ? 

(b) If temporary, for what period and when will it bo over? 

2. (a) Is it a fact tliat there is not enough work now for three 

Stipendiary Presidency MagistratesT in Calcutta ? 

(b) With the transference of Municipal cases to a special Magistrate and 
with the recent appointment* of some experienced retired Sessions Judges and 
Deputy Magistrates as Honorary Presidency Magistrates in Calcutta, does the 
Government consider that there is still necessity for retaining a Third 
Stipendiary Presidency Magistrate ? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied 

1. (a) The appointment of a third Stipendiary Presidency Magistrate has 
been sanctioned as a temporary arrangement. 

(b) It has been sanctioned for a period of two years, which shall expire 
on the 22nd •December, 1905. 

‘^2. (a) and (b) Government is not at this moment prepared to express 

an opinion as to whether* there is sufficient work to j ustify the permanent 
retention of a third Stipendiary Presidency Magistrate. The question will bo 
fully and carefully oonsidered.” 

^ MORTALITY IN THE NATOEB SUB.DI VISION. 

0 

The Hon’ble Mr. Gait, in continuation of the Answer jriven to the 
Question on this subject which was asked by the Hon’ble Mb. (Jhaudhuri at 
the Council Meeting of the 18th March, 1905, said: — 

The great unhealthiness of the Natore sub-division is a dralorable fact, 
but it is no new thing. As far back as 1825 the head-miarters of the district 
were removed from Natore town on account of its umiealtbiness. This tract 
like many other parts of Central and Northern Benml suffers from defective 
drainage.^ It is more than 160 miles from the sea and yet its elevation above 
sea-level is only 52 feet. About the middle of the 16th Century the Ganges 
left its former channel of the Bhagirathi and broke eastwards, thereby cutting 
^ across the old rivers and causing them to silt up. These rivers are thus no 
«««Jonger able to carry off the rain water, which stagnates in shallow btlse The 
quMtion of opening out someof the local rivers has often been discussed. The 
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head of the Narad ia said to have been excavated some fifteen years ago^ butf* 
in the short space of three years, it silted up again. The Collector of the 
district has made inquiries to ascertain whether the removal of the sand bars 
at the head of the Bural would ensure an abundant fl6w of water from the 
Padma alone the streams mentioned by the Hon’ble Member in his question ; 
but he considers that it is very doubtful whether this measure would be 
successful. The Padma has receded a long way from its north bank^ an<i there 
is no certainty that, if the head of the Bural were opened, more water would 
come into it. The fact is that in attempting to control a river 83 ^ 8 t-Mn like 
that of Bengal we are dealing with the forces of nature on a vast settle, ana 
far more often than not our efforts are frustrated by the continued operation 
of the causes that he ye brought about the conditions which we desire to remeciy- 

As the Hon’ble Member is well aware, Government has long had under 
its consideration a scheme for draining the Chalan bily the largest sheet of 
inland water in Bengal. The portion of this btl that lies in the Natore sub- 
division occupies during the rainy season nearly half its total area* The 
Hon’ble Member is himself one of the Drainage Commissioners who have been 
appointed to consider this scheme ; and it is understood that at their last 
meeting a resolution was passed opposing its further progress, partly on* account 
of the cost, and partly because they were doubtful whether the sanitary ben^ta 
that have been claimed for it would really accrue. This is the scheme from 
which the best results have hitherto been looked for; and until a final Secision 
has been arrived at regarding it, it would be premature to sot on foot other 
projects of the same nature. 

The Hon’ble Member refers to the blocking up of culverts along the line 
of the Eastern Bengal State Railway, but it is reported that this is ^ result and 
not a cause of the gradual silting up of the old drainage channels. 

It appears from the Collector’s report that the improvement of the tanks 
and moats in Natore town can be taken in hand without any very expensive 
operations. A further report will be called for on this point.’’ 

THE BENGAL DISORDERLY HOUSES BILL, 1905. 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. Gordon moved that the Bill to provide for the discon- 
tinuance of brothels and disorderly houses in certain localities in Bengal be 
referred to a Select Committee, consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. B. L. Gupta, 
the Hon’ble Mr. Allen, the Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu, i;he Hon’ble 
Babu Nalin Behari Sircar and the Mover, with instructions to report at the 
next meeting of Council. He said 

‘‘ Sir, — At the last meeting of this Council on the 8th July hist, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Carriduff moved for leave to introduce the present Bill, and the Bill was 
introduced and read. I have now to move that the Bill to pro\nde for the 
discontinuance of brothels and disorderly houses in certain localities in Bengal 
bo referred to a Select Committee.” 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

THE CALCUTTA PORT (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1905. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Inglis presented the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bill to amend the Calcutta Fort Act, 1890. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu said : — ‘‘ With reference to the 
Report of the Select Committee I have to offer the thanks of the public to the 
Members of the Selwt Committee for their accepting the suggestion which 
was thrown out at the time the Bill was referred to them, namely, that the 
Port Commissioners should not be allowed to enter into competition with 
private enterprise. 1 am glad to find that they have accepted that suggestion, ^ 
and that so far as carrying ^ods is concerned they have omitted that*-* 
clause from the Bill as originally introduced. They have, ho'^ever, retained 
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thd^ clause for the carrying of pitssongers and their luggage from the 
papers that were submitted to thorn. It is clear that that provision 
will be welcomed by the public as a safer means of crossing the river 
at certain times of the yea% I therefore have much pleasure in accepting the 
Repo^ of the 3elect Committeo on the points that were raised at the last 
meeting.” 

The Hon’ble Ms. Inglis said : — Sir,— Before making the motion which 
now st&nds*in my nahie, I wish toput before the Council a few remarks as a 
supplement to the Report of the Select Committee. 

The main object of this Bill is to enable the Port Commissioners to 
establish and work a steam ferry service on the river, 

’ • The only objection which has been made to this flroposaj is one put 

forward by the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. They oppose on the 
ground that it will seriously interfere with private enterprise. 

“ Well, Sir, I suppose that no addition to or improvement in the means of 
locomotion can be made without interfering with some interests. No railway 
can be opened without interfering with cart traffic. The electric tram-cars, 
which are such a boon to Calcutta, have interfered with ticca gharies. in the 
same way I have ifo doubt that a steam ferry service will displace some of the 
din^ies which now ply in the river. This is inevitable. 

‘‘ Oh the other hand the ferry service will be of great value to the residents 
of Calcutta, and it is the interests of the public and not private interests that 
demand the greatest consideration. As it appears that tne carriage of cargo 
is sufficiently provided for by priv§.t5 enterprise, the Select Committee have, 
with the desire of meetings the views of the mercantile community, advised tlio 
withdrawal* of the provision by which the Commissioners might carry cargo 
with the consent of the Local Government. . 

It is proposed to authorize the Commissioners to carry only passengers 
and their baggage. Private enterprise has not provided the facilities desired for 
this passenger service, nor does there appear to be any prospect of its doing 
so. I need ‘not enter into a discussion of the vexed question of Municipal or 
State tradjing. We have here the concrete fact that the Port Commissioners 
as a body are already engaged and successfully engaged in very large 
industrial enterprises as owners and managers of railways, docks, jetties and 
warehouses. They have at their command a large and efficient staff and they 
are eminently in a position to give the public of Calcutta what it wants in 
the form of a good ferry service. 

In regard to the alteration in the constitution of the Commission , 
Members of Council will have seen from the Report of the Select Committeo 
that it is now proposed to increase the existing number by one only, and tliat 
this additional member is to be elected by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. 
I may explain that this increase in the representation of the Chamber is rather 
apparent than real. At present, as I said when introducing the Bill, the Local 
(^vernment Has given one of its nominations to a representative of tlu^ 
Inlwd Steamer Companies. This is somewhat of an anomaly, and in future 
it will be left to the Chamber of Commerce to provide for the representation 
of the Inland Navigation. The net practical result therefore of what is now 
proposed will be to give back one nomination to the Local Government which 
it had virtually surrendered to a private body. 

The remaining provision in the Bill, by which the Port Commissioners 
^ .will be enabled to charge a fee for registciung and licensing all^ boats plying 
in the port, whether plying for biil^e •or otherwise, has been received without 
comment, * 

^^I have now, Sir, to move that the Report of the Select Comn^ittee be 
' taken into consideration and that the clauses of the Bill be considered in the 
^orm recommended by the Select Committee.” 
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The Ilon’blo Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu said Before Your 
lionour puts the question thefe is one observation which I would like 
to make with Your Honour’s permission, and that is this: The hon’ble 
mover when referring to the question of ♦competition with private 
enterprise was pleased to refer to the case of the Calcutta Tramways c^ainst 
tieca ghariwallahs#— that much-abused and I am afraid long-suffered evil, but 
the Hon’blo Member forgets that that was private enterprise against private 
(mterprise, organisation probably against non-organisation. Here we he ve got 
the State practically entering into competition with private enterprise. The 
Port Commissioners as a body is practically a department of the State, and it 
was from that point of view that I, as a member of the public and other public 
bodies, took exception to the provisions of the Bill which would have enabled 
the Government ,to enter into competition with public enterprise. “That* 
(|ue8tion has been, however, satisfactorily solved by tho Select Committee, 
and 1 have no desire to raise any discussion on the subject.’^ 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Inglis also moved that the Bill, as amended, be passed. , 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

Tho Council was then adjourned sine die. 

Calcutta ; ^ • F. G. WIGLEY, 

The 2nd ^epiemher^ 1905. ) Secretary io the Bengal Courwiim 





i9traci of the Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
assembled under the provisions of the Indian Councils Acts^ 1861*and 1899. 


• The Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 18th November, 
)05, at*ll iilM. 


^teeent: 

TJie Hon’ble Sib Andrew Fhaher, k.c.b.i., Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, presiding. 

, The Hon’ble Mr. L. Hare, c.i.e. 

. The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. Si^cke. 

The Hoti’ble Mr. B. L. Gupta. 

* 

The Hon’ble Mb. P. O’Kinealy, Advocate-General of Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mb. R. W. Cari.ylb> o.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. P: Shirbes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. G. Gordoh. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. G. H. Allen. 

The tfon’ble Mr. C. F. Larmoor. 

The Hon’ble Babo Ambika Charan Mazhmdar. 

The Hon’ble Babu Nalin Behari Sircar, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Chaudhori, m.a. 

The Hon’ble Asif Kadr Saiyid Wasif Ali Mibza, of Murshidabad., 

The Hon’bte Raja Ban Behari Kapur, c.8.i. 

The Hon’ble Babo Jogendba Nath Mokkebjee, m.a., b.l. . 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. D. Nimmo. 

The Hon’ble Babo Bhdpendba Nath. Baso, m.a., b.l. 


NEW MEMBERS. 

Mr Slaoke. the Hon’ble Mn. Shirbes, the Hon’ble Babo 
Bon'bl, M.. Nmmo «d ft. B... 

Bhofbhdba Nath Baso took the» seats in Council. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

THE CIECGLAE ABOOT STUDENTS. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar said : — 

Referring to the recent circular about the students, I would ask for tlie 
following informations, viz. : — 

(a) Were there any case|i in the mufassal, prior to the iesuiu^ of the 
circular, where students had been charged with any breach of 
the peace either in connection with the Swadeshi movement • or 
the anti-partition agitation? If so, will the Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement of such cases with 
tlf^ir results ? * » . 

{h) Did Government consult any educationists, such as Sir Guru Doss 
Banerjoa, Dr. P. C. Roy, the Rev. Mr. Wann, the Very 
Rev. Father Lafont, etc., before issuing the circular ? If so, 
did they approve or disapprove of any such repressive measure ? 

(6*) Will the Government be pleased to state whether working for the^. 

'Swadeshi movement by any class of people can simply ,by 
reason of their number constitute an unlawful assembly within 
the meaning of section 17 of Act V of 1801 ? Aiul if the acts 
of persons so working are unaccompanied by any use or show of 
force, violence or disturbance, could such acts furnish any 
lawful basis for appointment of special Police .officers under the 
said section ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it considers the 
singing by any class of people of any song to be an offence 
unless such song is either obscenC; libellous or seditious ? 

(^) Will the Government be pleased to explain how the teachers can be 
legitimately held responsible for anything done by the students 
outside their schools and beyond the school hours ? And will 
the Government bo pleased to consider whether the employ- 
ment of teachers and professors as special Police officers is not 
likely to lower the prestige, dignity and efficiency of the 
educational service and thereby materially affect the education 
of the country ? 

(/) Will the Government be pleased to state why the circular lias not 
been made applicable to Calcutta, where the student community 
are more actively working for the Swadeshi movement than 
probably anywhere else ? 

{g) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the state of things 
at Rangpur ? If so, will the Government be pleased to state 
what was the precise offence committed by the students there 
and under what law or authority has the Magistrate there fined 
nearly 200 boys with Rupees five (Rs. b) each? To what 
department is such fine, if realised, to be credited ? 

(A) Havifig regard to the actual views of Government as recently 
explained by His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, and in 
view of the fact that the circular has actually been mis- 
construed and misapplied in some cases, will the Government 
be pleased, in the interests of public peace and tranquillity, to 
withdraw the circular altogether, leaving such matters entirely 
in the hands of the Educational Department with out any 
intervention either by the police or by the Magistrates ? 

The Hon’ble Mb. Caeltle replied : — 

• 

(a) There were a few cases reported to Government in which smuenus 
have actually been guilty of a breach of the peace in counection either with the 
Swadeshi movement or the anti-partition agitation. Government, before 
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, issuing the circular, had also received information that in many parts of the 
mufassal a state of things existed under which students by picketing and 
other devices had coerced a largo number of people into abstaining from buying 
what they pissed and tradesmen from importing or selling what they pleased. 
Government is not prepared to lay on tlie table the confidential reports it has 
received on the subject. 

Goyemment issued the circular in consultation with its advisers in 
the educational Department. 

• (c) Government is not prepared to express an opinion regarding cases 

vaguely and hypothetically put. But it is obvious teat the assembly of any 
class of people in large numbers to put pressure on any section of the com- 
nfunity may easily lead to a state of things which would end, unless properly 
controlled, in a serious breach of the peace. 

(d) Songs, though neither obscene, libellous, nor seditious, may bo sung in 
such a way or under such circumstances as to give reasonable olfenco and 
endanger the public peace. 

(e) Government cannot accept the view that teachers are not responsible to 
exercise an influence over their pupils for good outside their school. In the 
opinion’ of Government, th(i employment of teachers and professors as special 
police officers is not likely to lower the prestige, dignity, and efficiency of the 
Educational Service. It is a service wl.iich may be exacted from all mom hors 
of the community, from the highest to the lowest. 

(/) Government is in a position in Calcutta to take immediate st(‘ps to 
suppress nuisances. The circular ^has been communicated to the (yommissioner 
of J^olice, who has been instructed, if necessary, to take steps in accordance 
with the spirit of the instructions contained in that circular. 

(y) The lion’ble Member is well awan^ that Kangpur does not belon»r to 
this Province. 

(b) The Lieutenant-Governor is not prepared to withdraw the circular. 
There is now no excuse for any misunderstanding of the circular. It is for 
the District Magistrate to see that the liberty and peace of the community are 
not intei^erod with by any section thereof; and the circular simply advises him 
to secure the assistance of the educational authorities in dealing with students 
and school-boys.’’ 

GOVERNMENT OFFICERS AND THE SWADESHI MOVEMENT AND ANTI-PARTITION 
• • AGITATION. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar asked ; — 

Does the Government approve f)f any of its servants inciting people 
either against the Sivadeshi movement or against the agitation against the parti- 
tion of Bengal ? If not, will the Government inquire whether there are not 
officers who ar# actually doing so, or in case the Government is not willing to 
make such an inquiry, will it 1x3 pleased to issue a circular forbidding all public 
servants from working against either of these movements and enjoining thorn to 
an attitude of perfect neutrality ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyde replied : — 

‘^Government has no reason to believe that any of its officers are taking 
any improper action against the Swadeshi movement, or against the agitation 
in connection with the partition of Bengal ; and there is no occasion for an 
inquiry or for the issue of a circular.” 

BUDGET FOE THE WESTERN^PHO VINCE OP BENGAL 

The Hon’ble Asif Kadr Saiyid Wasif Ali Mirza, of Murshidabad said: — 

Owing to the recent partition of Bengal and the creation of tli <3 new 
Province of. Eastern Bengal and Assam, is it not necessary to prepare a new 
Budget for the Western Province of Bengal for the year 1905-1906 
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If so, will the Government be pleased to state when such a Budget would 
be prepared and laid before the Council ? 


The Hon^ble Ma. Shirres replied: — 

‘‘The Provincial Budget is merely a consolidation of the district budgets, 
and the districts which have been transferred to the new Province have taken 
their budget allotments with them. It will not be necessary to prepare a new 
budget for» 1905-1906.” 


RAMPtJR BOALIA WATEB-WORKS AND BANGPDB DRAINAGE WORRS; 

The Hon’ble Mr». Chaudhuri asked : — 

Will the Government be pleased to state how much out of the provisions 
made for the water- works of Rarapur Boalia and the drainage works of 
Rangpur in the budget for 1905-1906 has been appropriated to the works 
referred to ? 

Is it not the case that the Sanitary Engineer submitted his report on the 
said water- works and the drainage works in June last, and if no money has been 
allotted yet for the works referred to above, will the Government state its 
reasons for the non-appropriation of the budget grants for the‘ purposes 
referred to ? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. Shirres replied : — 

“ The places referred to are now included in the Province of Eagtern 
Bengal and Assam, and all papers referring to them have been transferred to 
the Government of that Province.” ^ 


THE board op REVENUE. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri asked: — 

It is stated in the Lieutenant-Governor’s letter of the 6th April, 1904, 
regarding the partition of Bengal thaf the Lieutenant-Governor was then 
maturing a scheme, in consultation with the Board of Revenue, for associating 
its memoers more closely with himself in the administration of the Province. 

If any such scheme has been matured, will the Government be pleased to publish 
it for public information ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied: — 

“ The Lieutenant-Governor has matured a scheme in consultation with the 
Board of Revenue for associating the Members of the Board more closely with 
himself in the administration of the Province* 

He does not propose to publish any information as to the"' details of the 
scheme which introduces no changes of principle into the admini^ttration of the 
Province.” 

•. THE DIRBOTOR OP PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Chaudhuri asked : 

Is the Government in a position to state whethei; a member of the Indian 
Civil Service is to succeed Mr. Alexander Pedler on the latter’s retirement 
irom the office of the Director of Public Instruction in Bengal ? 

Is the office of the Director of Public Instruction to be abolished and an 
Educational Secretary appointed in his place to discharge his duties ? 

Is the Government aware that a scheme for the conversion of the 
Educational Department into an Executive Department of the Bengal GovertimenL^ 
was contemplated by Sir George Campbell and then abandonea, having been 
called into c|uestion in Parliament ? Having regard ' to this fact, does the 
Government intend to revive a similar scheme r 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Gordon replied : — 

The anawer to the first question is that the Hon’hle Member Is referred to 
the answer giyen by the Secretary of State for India to Mr. Hugh Laws 
question on the ^rd August, in wliich it was stated that he was aware that the 
Government of Bengal did propose to appoint a member of the Indian Ci?il 
Seiwice to succeed Mr. Pedler temporarily as Director of Public Instruction in 
March next. « An officer of the Education Department has been already selected 
for appointment as Inspector of Schools, so that at the end of two years he 
mey be fully acquaiqjied with the details of the administration of the 
Department and qualified for the Directorship. 

The answer to the other questions is that Government does not intend 
to ttbcrlish the office of the Director of Public Instructiou and appoint an 
Educational Secretary in his place, or to convert the Educational Department 
into an Executive Department of the Bengal Government.’* 

CIRCULAR PROVIDING FOR THE PUNISHMENT OF SCUOOL-BOYS TAKING PART 

UN POLITICS. 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri asked: — 

* (a) Is it a fact that tlie circular issued by the Chief Sccretaiy to the 
Govornment of Bengal, providing for the punishment of school boys for taking 
part in politics or in the Swadeshi movement and for tho enrolrnout of teachers 
as special constables as a safeguard against school boy disturbances, was 
forwarded to all the District Magistrates in Northern and Eastern 15ongal 
about three days before the said districts of Bengal wore proposed to be 
from the Bengal Administratiofx ? 

Was the same circular forwarded by the same officer at about the same 
time to the District Magistrates of the remaining portion of Bengal? 

(h) If there be any di^trifcts in Bengal where the circular has not boon 
forwardefl, will the Oovornmoiit bo pleased to name them? 

(c) Which are the districts where the Government anticipated or was 
informed that different sections of the people wore likely to come into conflict, 
and did the Govefnment ascertain how far the information, if any, was based 
upon facts*? 

Id) Since the issue pf tlie circular to mufasKal Magistrates, is it not a 
fact that the Director of I’ublio Instruction and the Couimissionor of the 
Presidency Division in Bengal wore deputed to consult some leading oduca- 
tionalists in Calcutta as to the policy of the circular and that they unanimously 
condemned it? 


The Hoh’ble Mr. Carlyle replied : — 

“The circular Teferred to in tho question was issued to all district* of 
Vorthorn and Eastern Bengal shortly before the partition with the consent of 
thi Government of Assam. It was issued about the same time to a few 
Dbtrict Magirtrates in * other parts of Bengal. The Government is not 
nrTuared to give any information as to the districts in Bengal to which the 
circular has not been forwarded, nor as regards the information it obtained 
^fore the issue of the circular. It is not correct that the Director of 1 ublic 
WteJetion and the Commissioner of the Presidency Division in Bengal were 
deputed to consult some leading educationists as to the policy of the circular, 
and that they condemned it.” 

THE CHOTA NAGPUR TENANCY (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1905. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Slackk moved for leave to introduce a Bill further to 
amend the Chota Nagpur Landlord and Tenant Procedure Act. He said 
* « T would ask Sir, for leave to introduce this Bill which iB one to amend 

worXg of secSn 164 of Bengal Act I of 1879, known us the Chota 
Kaimur Landlord and Tenant Procedure Act. The section in question waa 
Nagi^ Beneal Act V of 190!1. It was taken from 

of ^eigal Act l/of 1869, the Chota Nagpur Tenures Act, locally 
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known as the Bhuinhari Act, the intention being to thereby leave all questions 
relating to these peculiar Mundari khuntkatti tenancies to the jurisdiction of 
the Settlement Officer and the Commissioner, and that the record so prepared 
should be final and conclusive as regards existing facts. This section provides 
that the entries relating to Mundari khunt-kattidari tenancies made in a record- 
of -rights when finally published under section 103A, sub section (2) of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, 188"^, or amended under section 162 of the Chota Nagpur 
Landlord and Tenant Procedure Act, shall be concltisive evidence of the 
nature and incidents of such tenancies. One of the entries to be made in the 
record-of-rights is the name of the person who is the Muudari khunt kattidar 
in respect of the tenancy. 

In the course of the proceedings now being carried out in the district of. 
Ranchi for the preparation of a record-of-rights the question was raised by 
the Settlement Officer as to whether the wording of section 161 of the Act 
was such as to warrant all the entries made in the record of-rights in regard 
to a certain Mundari khunt kattidari tenancy being taken as conclusive of the 
facts to which they related. Tl^e Settlement Officer raised the question 
because he had to decide and record in regard to tenancies of this class who 
was the holder in eacli case, i the real Mundari khunt-kattidar. I would point 
out to the Council, as I did before when dealing with the Bill which eventj^ally 
became Bengal Act V of 1906, that the privileges and incidents connected with a 
Mundari kliunt-kattidari tenancy are not inherent in the land itself, as in the case 
of land known as tir or ziraty but depend on who is the person in possession. 
A person who claims the right to hold certain land as a Mundari khunt-kattidar 
must prove for one thing, that he is the lineal male descendant of the Mundari 
who originally got the land as a Mundari khunt-katti tenancy. If ho fails 
to do this he cannot be recorded as holding the land under such a tenancy and 
the land could no longer be regarded as an existing Mundari khunt-kattidari 
tenancy. I'he matter was referred to the legal advisers of Governnuent, who 
considered that the question as to who is the actual or rightful tenant was not 
covered by the wording of the section, which is therefore defective, and fails 
to embody the intentions of the Government, and consequently i^squires to be 
amended in the manner proposed by the Bill I am now afeking for leave to 
introduce. 

As proof of my assertion that the section in question fails to embody the 
intention of the framers of it, I would first refer to what the Select Committee 
said ill their Report on the Bill which eventually became Bengal Act V of 1903. 
In that Report the Select Committee said in paragraph (36) with regard to this 
section: ‘we have also considered it essential to provide that the entries in the 
record-of-rights shall be final and conclusive, so that confidence may thereby 
be restored to the minds of these people.’ 

“Subsequently, in a communication to the Government of India with 
reference to the sanction of the Governor General in Council to the passing 
of Bengal Act V of 1903, it was stated as follows : — ‘ The Lieutenant Governor 
feels convinced that it would be a grave mistake to withhold in the case of the 
proceedings in respect of khunt-katti tenures the finality which was accorded 
in the case of those relating to bhuinhari lands.’ I would therefore now, Sir, 
ask that this Bill may be introduced into this Council.” 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Sl»acke introduced the Bill and moved that it be read in 
Council. 

The Motion was put and agreed to, and Secretary accordingly read the 
title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mb, Slacke also applied to the President to suspend the Rules 
of Business to admit of the Bill being taken into consideration and. passed 
the present meeting. 

^ He sj^id I would now, Sir, ask you to suspend the Rules Relating to 
Business in this Council so that the Bill may be taken into consideration at 
this meeting and passed. 
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I will endeavour to give the reasons which compel me to make this 
•request. ^ 

^ For generations the Mundaris in Ranchi— -the race is aboriginal— liave 
bero m a sUte^of unrest owing to their inability to protect what they believe to 
he their ngnts m the land. On different occasions they have rebelled believing 
toat they would, bo able to get by f<*ree what they considered to be their right. 
To r^^y this state of affairs the Bhuinhari Act of 1860 and the Chota 
WagpdV Litndlord afld Tenant Procedure Act of 1879 were passed: but sub- 
wquent events, culminating very recently in another uprising of this clan, 
snowed that further measures were required to put an end to the legitimate 
grievances of these Mundaris. Government accordingly determined to have 
. " j prepared for this district, and the inquiries thereby originat- 

* these atorigines had no confidence or trust in the Courts, owing 

^lefiy to their mental inferiority as compared with the Aryans opposed to them. 
Ihese people were therefore made to understand that Government would as far 
as possible deal with their claims by special inquiry on the spot, so that there 
should be no doubt in the future in regard to tliose that were recognized. 
Accordingly Bengal Act V of 1903 was passed, and a part of that Act deals witli 
\*the subject of Mundari khunt katti tenancies. The Settlement Officer began 
operations in the most disturbed portion of the Ranchi district, and his labours 
have been extremely beneficial, for the Mundaris of the largo tract known as 
the Mankipatti have become quiet believing that now their ri^dits as entered 
in the record-of-rights are final and conclusive and admit of no contradiction. 
This, as I have already said, is a belief which it was the intention of Govern- 
ment these aborigines should bold, bui unfortunately it is not a belief that is 
warranted by the existing wording of section 164, 

c^ecision has yet been given by a Civil Court on the point, but the 
opinions of the legal advisers of Government show that in all j)robability such 
decision ^ould be to the effect that the belief engendered by Government in 
the minds of these aborigines was a false one. 

I have known these people for many years and for the last four years 
have been in close touch with the record-of-rights proceedings now going on. 

If any such decision wore given by a Civil Court, the result to the peace of the 
district wcmld be in the very highest degree disastrous. What is being done 
has had the effect of restoring to some extent confidence in the minds of tliese 
abori^nes who unfortunately have been made most suspicious by past events. 

A decision that the entries in the record-of-rights were not final and conclusive 
in regard to •these peculiar tenancies would bo viewed by these arborigines »s 
another breach of faith on the part of Government and would retard for years 
the hope of restoring confidence in their minds. 

“To me, knowing what I do of this people and their past history, it seems 
absolutely etjpential that this amendment should be passed as quickly as possible 
in order that the disturbances of the past may not be renewed and that the 
work of pacifioafion now being carried out may not be rendered nugatory. 
With these remarks I would ask that this Bill may now be considered by the 
CounciL’^ 

The Hon’blo th^ Prksident said: — “I consider that the reasons given by 
the Hon’blo Mr. Slacke are adequate, and I therefore suspend the rules wita - 
the view that the Bill be now taken into consideration.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Slacke moved that the Bill be taken into eonsidcratioti. 

He said: — liave no further remarks to make, except this, that the matter 
is of a non-con tentious description, and it merely provides that the wording 
of the section shall be in the terms of the intention which was held by Govera* 
^ent when section 164 of Bengal 4ot V of 1903 was passed.” 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Ms. Slacke then moved that the Bill be paaaedL 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 
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THE BENGAL LAND REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1905. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Harr moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the* 
Land Registration Act, 1876. He said: — 

‘‘ I feel that possibly some apology will be necessary for troubling the 
Council with this Bill to amend the Bengal Land Registration Act, 1876. 

The main object of the Bill is, as stated in the Statement of Objects an|l 
Reasons, to give greater latitude to the Board in the mat^r of the ^re^st^ers to 
be maintained to carry into effect the intentions of the Laud Registration Act. 
The Act as it stands prescribes with far too great detail and rigidity ’the 
manner in which registrations are to be made. 

“ It is often alleged that the legislation of the Indian Councils leaves too 
much latitude to Government in the matter pf making rules. But this^ it a 
very clear instance of the extreme unwisdom in attempting to prescribe in 
too great detail huw the intentions of an Act are to be accomplished. 

“ The Land Registration Act was framed for the purpose of obtaining a 
record of the interests of the proprietors of estates in Bengal and of main- 
taining this record corrected up to date. This was a huge undertaking when 
we remember that there are nearly 191,000 estates to which this Act applies 
and over 1,617,000 interests are recorded, taking the figures of last yea?, 
when also over 77,000 mutations were recorded. It was extremely unlikely 
that the best possible method for carrying out this difficult task' would be 
hit upon in the first instance, or that no improvements of system could be 
suggo^-tod as the result of experiences. 

The method which was adopted was to start a register called Register A 
of the interests as they were when the Act was passed. To register the 
corrections, a second register called D was opened in which the orders for 
making changes as they occurred were posted in order of date, cross-ieforences 
being made to the original entries in RegisteiiA* This worked very well at 
first, but as change followed upon change it became exceedingly difficult to 
asceitain the interests extant at the moment of inquiry. On each occasion 
the Register A had to be referred to and the corrections had to bo followed 
down in all their ramifications. Where change had followed on change this 
work was most laborious, and it had to be repeated at every occasion of 
reference and great delay resulted. Roferenoes to ascertain the interests in an 
estate are continually being made, and in many case an anvswer to the inquiry 
is urgently required. No doubt when matters got very bad the original 
Register A was written up afresh and a fresh start mad^ only to become 
involved and complicated again in course of no long time. 

*‘A reform was then introduced under which Register D. was kept estate 
by estate in tauzi number order. The interests at the time of writin<»' 
it up in the new form were posted under the estate number, and as each 
correction was ordered it took the form of ‘in lieu of entry so and so, 
enter entries so and so.’ The entry to be altered was th^n neatly scored 
through by a red line and the new entries posted up with cross- re fer^ces 
between them and the old entries and a rofercuco to the order directing the 
change. Blank pages wore left under each estate for this purpose. This gave 
at any moment un easily readable statement of the interests as corrected up 
to date. Being in tauzi number order any estate could be easily found. 

“It is obviously easy to put into this new register all the informations 
previously contained in Register A and tlius to do away altogether with a 
bulky and superfluous register. Nor is this the only advantage. Register 
A is under the Act arranged alphabetically, and a serial number is given in 
this ^egi^ter to each estate in the order in which it is written up. But new 
estates are continually being formed and named and these have to come in at 
the end of the register until such time as it is re-written when they are put 
into their alphabetical position and the whole series re-numbered. Thus the 
Register A number is frequently changed, and as this number is quoted in^ll^ 
references to the estate, continual mistakes arise from misquoting these 
varyinlg numbers, and all the numerous arid bulky registers in the tauzi 
accounts and in the Road Cess Department and other registers have to be 
continually corrected in regard to this A number. 
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^^This procedure is prescribed by Act and so could not be at once changed 
when it was found to be unnecessary and an enormous amount of labour naa 
• b^u involved and the record-rooms have been cumbered with a ^eat bulk 
oi rQgpsters which could have been avoided. It is to obviate this labour and 
the complication entailed by the present system that this Bill is proposed 
which will also give the Board power to take up any new and suitable devices 
which may be* found expedient to carry out in the simplest and most 
economical manner the intentions of the Aot. Wo do not propose to prescribe 
the forms we now advise, but to leave ourselves power to adopt any more 
expeditious , and simple plan if such can be discovered. Some of the 
other registers such as Register C of mauzas will be simplifiod and made 
more convenient and brought into conformity with the registers of the 
record-of-rights. 

The power contained in section 13 of the. Land Registration Aot in 
•regard to lakhiraj estates was also found to bo too curtaihid. In Orissa we 
woul^ have liked to be able to adopt the registers prepared by the Settlement 
Department, but we were advised that this was not possible without a modifica- 
tion of the Act, and so now power is taken to enable us on a future occasion to 
adopt such registers. This is done by section 3 of the Act. 

These are the two principal objects of the Bill, but there are one or two 
’.tnore points which may be referred to. But 1 do not propose to ^sk you to 
follow methrough all the sections of the Bill, since this is done in the Statement 
of Objects ^and Reasons, and many of the clauses are of a purely teohnical 
nature. ^ 

The amendment of the definition of ‘ mauza^ in the Act may be noticed. 
It follows actuaUcustom and practice, and the object is to mako more precise 
and definite the description of the position of the lands of an estate. By 
referring them to a survey record where there has been a revenue survey it is 
possible to lyive the boundaries rolaid at any time and no doubt can arise as 
to tjae site intended. 

‘‘ In clause 7 it is required that a minor who comes of age and abenefioiary 
when they take direct charge shall have themselves registon'd. This is 
usually done, but the Act at present does not specifically require it, 

“In clause 9 power is taken to compel attendance of applicants or their 
agents, which is often necessary in order to complete an inquiry and is just as 
necessary ‘as the power to compel the attendance of witnesses. It may ba 
argued that a party may bo a witness and as such can therefore be compelled to 
attend, but it is perhaps better to bo explicit on the point, 

“ Clauses 11 and 12 fix fees for registrations in cases not hitherto provided 
for. • 

“Clause 13 gives a Collector power to close a separate account in all cases 
in which it.is found that it*no longer represents the present condition of affairs. 

“ Clause 14 merely makes it cKar that the present interpretation of the Act 
in section Z,7 is correct. It has been argued that the Act roqjuires in the case 
of every changejthe publication not only of the changes effected, but also of all 
the%ther items recorded in regard to the estate. These often run to hundreds 
of items, and their publication would be very laborious and would serve no 
useful purpose. With these remarks I would ask leave to introduce this Bill to 
amend the Laud Registration Act, 1876,’’ 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

Tho non’bl»MB.. Hare introduced the Bill and moved that it be read 
in Council. 

The Motion was put and agreed to, and Secretary accordingly read the 
title of tho BUI. 

THE CALCUTTA POLICE (SUPERANNUATION FUND) BILL, 1905. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Carlyle moved for leave to introduoe a Bill to abolish 
the Calcutta Police Superanuation Fund. 
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He aaid : — ‘‘ This is in no sense a contentious matter^ and I do not think I * 
need make any remarks except to say that we want to introduce exactly the 
same system as prevails in the District Police in which no deductions are at 
present made on account of pensions or gratuities. We want to extend that 
system to Calcutta.” 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle introduced the Bill and moved that it be read in 
Council. 

The Motion was put and agreed to, and Secretary accordingly read the 
title of the Bill. 

THE BENGAL, COURT OF WARDS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 19Q5., 

The Hon’ble Mr. Hare moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the 
Court of Wards Act, 1879. He said:— 

“Your Honour — In introducit^ the Bill it is necessary to say only 
a few words as to the objects ana reasons for the a mendments which it is 
proposed to make in the Bengal Court of Wards Act, 1879. The proposal 
to amend the existing Act arose out of a wish to utilize the funds of certain 
charitable trusts in loans to the Court of Wards. In consequence, of \tho 
reduction of the rate of interest on Governmont securities in which' the funds 
of most of the charitable trusts have been invested, the iiicotijes of these 
trusts have in many cases been seriously reduced, and it has become a matter 
of importance that, if possible, a safe investment which would yield a larger 
return on their capital should be open to them. The* Court of Wards on the 
other hand are constantly in need of money which they can rarely borrow 
at less thnn 6 per cent,^ and it is desirable that they should be able to borrow 
from the Trust Funds when these have money to lend. 

“This at present can only be safely d'^^ne in cases in which the estate for 
which the money is borrowed is one of which the proprietor has been declared 
disqualified under section 6 {e) .of the Act. In that case under section 9 (/) the 
estate may be retained under the Court’s management so long as the loan has 
not been repaid. In other cases the death of the heir or some other change of 
circumstances may take the estate out of the control of the Court, and the party 
who advanced the loan would be only in the position of an ordinary creditor 
who had advanced money on a mortgage on the estate. Such a loan might be 
in fact safe and be ultimately recoverable, but the trustees could in default of 
payment of interest and capital only recover by a suit. Tlfby would have to 
expend much money and engage on a difficult business for which they were 
qmte unsuited, and the ti'ust might be seriously crippled. 

“ And this difficulty not only affects trusts, but also is a great detriment to 
private capitalists and banks who are in a position to lend money to^the Court. 

It very seriously detracts from the borrowing power of the Court and increases 
the interest which it has to pay. It thus becomes muclt more difficult forlfoe 
Court to rescue from ruin estates which are badly ^volved, ia all cases in 
which it cannot give an assurance that the estate will be retained until the 
loans raised to repay the debts and liabilities due by it are discharged. 

“ There are thus very strong reasons for the anqendment of the Act to 
enable the Court of Wards to retain the management of the estate until the 
monies borrowed by it have been repaid. In the Court of Wards Act of the 
Central Provinces fXXIV of 1899), section 34, proviso (i), the United 
Provinces Act (III oi 1899), sections 41 (2) and 42 (1), the Madras Act ( 1 of 
1902), section 57, and the Punjab Act (II of 1903), section 45, provisions are 
made to secure this ob^'ect, and a Bill to amend the Bombay Couri of Wards Aet 
in section 40 (1) contains a similar provision. 

“ The Bengal Act clearly should olso secure the same power to the Oonrt 
of Wards in Baugal. This is proposed to be secured by clauses 2 and 4 ef 
the Bill. 
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^ There is next to be noticed another difSoulty which the Court of Wards 

har^ to meet. ^ Before the Court can give any such guarantee as I have just 
sieationoc^ it is necessary that they should feel very certain of their grounds 
for believing that they can redeem the loans they may thus raise* JFor this it 
ie necessary that the circumstances of the estate snoulu be accurately known* 
It olten happens that in the case of very involved estates the proprietors do not 
call in the Court’s aid until the very last moment when it is certain that no other 
measure can possibly save them. It is then in the time available exceedingly 
difficult to secure that the liabilities of the estate have been accurately stateO, 
and on the other hand the assets are often grossly exaggerated* Perhaps a 
decree has been passed, and unless money can be raised without delay the estate 
will be sold* But to make a full examination into all the circumstanoes of an 
estate some time is necessary and statutory powers are necessary to compel 
disclosuiie of all claims against tho estate. To ascertain the real m 
distinguished from the book Assets some time and some experience as to the 
• real collections which can be made in the mufassal from tho imiyats is absolutely 
necessary* It not that debts are wilfully ooucealed or assets wilfully 
and knowingly^exrfggerated. But it often happens that the unsecured debts 
more especially are not accurately known to the proprietor, and an inourable 
optimism often leads the proprieto» to really believe that his position is much 
b^ter than it really is; and if after the Court has raised a loan it is found that 
» claims which it has not provided for have to bo met, or that tho assets are less 
'than it reason to Anticipate, the position of tho Court is very seriously 

compromised. This is not, I am sorry to say, an imaginary danger, and 
the present difficulty of accurately ascertaining tho circumstances of an estate 
and of framing a satisfactory scheme for its redemption without great danger 
of its being found to be unworkable is very real, and the uncertainty which 
the Court exf»erienco in this respect is a constant source of grave anxiety. 

It his happened that the, management of the Court has been 
completely paralysed by the attachment by a Civil Court of an entire balance 
to the credit* of an estate ic the Government Treasury. 

* “ To meet these difficulties section 3 of the Bill has boon framed on the 
basis of sections 12 to 16 of the Ccautral Provinces Act (XXIV of 1899). In a 
series of additions to tho present Act, viz., lOA^ to lOE, it is provided that a 
notice shall issue to claimants to s ibmit their claims (clause lOA) and to fu^ish 
proof of them (clause lOH). The Civil Courts are empowered to stay the 
execution their decrees during what may bo termed the period of inquiry 
of one year on such conditions as may appear to them to be fair and equitable 
(clause IOC). 

‘‘ The claims will then he examined and adjudicated on [clause lOD(i)] 
subject to tho right of a creditor to sue [clause 10D(5)J. 

“Clause lOD ^2) provides that any compromise duly accepted by a creditor 
in re^’ard to his debt shall be binding on him. It might perhaps be thought 
that such compromises would not ordinarily be effected, but it frequently is the 
ease that a croditgr will gladly accept much less than his lawful claim when 
he recognises that it left to recover without the help of the Court there is 
littl^hance of Ms recovering anything at all. If the Court do not interfere, 
the Mvment o^ tho secured debts by sales in the Civil Courts will often 
•wallow UP the whole of ihe assets, leaving nothing for the unsecured debtors. 
In other cases the trouble and the certain expense to the creditors of suing 
ter their claims may make them ready to forego a portion of their claims 
when they recognise that only on this condition is it possible for the Court of 
to take UP the management. It is necessary that such arrangements 
thrcreditor/»l.all bo^binding, and I have fn fact had to d^al with 
-Editors who have attempted to repudiate their engagements on the strength 
W^hich alone the Court had taken up tlie estate and borrowed money to 

pay the debts. , ^ ^ . ... 

“ Finally, in clause lOE provision is made for suri^endenng tb* estate, if it 
a *4* io tTrtnnnsible to redeem it* 


is found that it is impossible to redeem 
• “Both in the interests of proprieto« whose wJl bo more eemly 

rodoonmd ol cnNlitow who will be the better able to recover their clmms, 
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these amendments will be beneficial. The position of the Court of Wards will 
be greatly strengthened, and it will be able to deal with difficult cases with 
much greater confidence and assurance* 

The remaining clauses of the Bill call for only a few words. The* 
object of clause 6 of the Bill is to make it unnecessary to sue in the name and 
under the signature of a disqualified proprietor. If a proprietor, is disqualified 
he clearly ought not to be allowed, much less required, to take any part iu the 
conduct of suits in connection with his estate. In practice difficulty is oft^n 
experienced in getting him to take the necessary action. Toe same difficulty 
has occurred in the case of proprietors of estates or tenures managed hy the 
Court of Wards in pursuance of an order of the District Judge under section 95 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act, and clause 5 covers their case also. 

Clause 6 decides a point which is at present doubtful, and declares all 
employes of the Coprt of Wards to be public servants within the moaning 
the Indian Penal Code, ^ * 

Clause 7 is framed to prevent co-proprietors who consent to their sliare 
of . their estates being managed by the Court along with the shares of 
disqualified proprietors, and co-owners whose estates or tenures are managed 
by the Court of Wards under section 95 of the Bengal Tenancy Act fro^m 
alienating or creating any charge upon such property during such management. 

‘ With those remarks I beg leave to introduce the Bill.^^ 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’blo Mr. Chaudhuri said With your Honour’s leave 1 would 
venture to remark that it would be “very convenient to all Members concerned 
if Bills of this nature were circulated amongst Members at least a week before 
their introduction.” 

The Hon’ble the Pbkbident said: — Undoubtedly the object of all the 
officers of the Council is to meet the convenience of Hon’ble Members; but 
nothing can be insisted on beyond what the Rules of Business require* 

The Hon’ble Mr, Hare introduced the Bill and moved that it be read 
in Council. 

. The Motion was put and agreed to, and Secretary aocordincrly read the 
title of the Bill. 

The Council was then adjourned to Saturday, the 2nd December, 1905. 

l; c. adami, 

Ojfg. Secretary to the Bengal jChuneiL 


Calcutta : 

* f 

The 30th November^ 1905 


.] 
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Jrroeeedmgt of. the Council of the LuuienanUGovornor of Songal^ 
ueeeowled under the provieiont of the Indian Couneilt AcU, 1861 mtd li 98 . 

Council Chamber on Saturday, the 2nd December. 
1905, at 11 A.V. ■' ’ 

jJrtfient: 

The Hon’ble Sie A^eew Fkauiie, K.c.a.i., Lieutenant-Governor of 
rSengai, preBiain^. 

The Hon’ble Mb. L, Habe, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mb. B. L. Gupta. 

The Hon’ble Mb. P. O’Kjnealy, Advocate-General of Bengal. 

I The Hon’blo Mb. E. W. Collin. 

The Hon’ble Ma. R. W. Cablyle, c.i.e. 

e 

The Hon’ble Mu. L. P. Shxbbes.* 

• • 

The floii’ble Mb. GL Gordon. 

•The Hon’ble Mu. C. G. H. Allen. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. F. Labmoub. 

The Hon’ble Babu Nalin Behari Sircab, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mb. J. Chaudhdbi, m.a. 

The Hon’bld Asif Kadb Saiyid Wasif Ali Miuza, of Murshidabad. 

The Hon’ble Raja Ban Beuari Kapur, c.s.i. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogendba Nath Mukiierjeb, m.a., b.l. 

The Hon’ble Mb. J. D. Nimmo. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Syed Shubfuddin. 

NEW MEMBERS. 

The Hon’ble Mb. E. W. Collin end tlie Hon’ble Mb. Sybd Shub^iiddin 
. 4ook iheir Beats in Council. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

DEVELOPMENT OP INDIGENOUS INDUSTEtES. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Chaudhubi, id the absence of the Hon’ble Babd 
KuniXA Chakan Mazumdab^ asked : — 

Is it or is it not a fact that Government is strongly in favour of thA 
development of indigonoas industries in this country ? If it is, will 
Government be pleas^ to take some action in view of the impetus given by 
the Swadeshi movement — 

(a) to develop the weaving industry by introducing and popnlaiising 
the fly-shuttle and other looms through the agency of the 
various District Boards and Municipalities ? 

(d) to introduce and facilitate the cultivation of cotton through the 
same agencies or through the Government Khas Mahal 
Department in each district ? 

The Hon’ble Me. Carlyle replied : — 

^‘Government is in favour of the development of indigenous industries 
in this Province. W’hether the Swadeshi movement in Bengal has given any 
real impetus to the development of indigenous industries it is too , early to 
judge. A scheme for the establishment of a school at Serampore for, the 
teaching of improved methods of hand-weaving in silk, cotton and wool has 
been submitted to the Government of India. It is anticipated that this scheme, 
if sanctioned, will give the District Boai'ds and Municipalities an opportunity 
of showing their interest in the matter. It will be seen from tne annual 
resolution regarding the working of District Boards in Bengal of the last three 
years that everything possible is being done to introduce and popularise the 
fly-shuttle and other looms through the agency of District Boards. As regards 
the cultivation of cotton, this has been dealt wi+h in the reply to another 
question by the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar.’* 

GROWTH OP COTTON IN BENGAL. 

The Hon’ble Mr. (Chaudhuri, in the absenoe of the Hon’blo Babu Ambika 
Charan Mazumdar, asked : — 

Will the Government be pleased to inqailfa Vhether it is not desirable 
to start a few model fayms in Bengal for the cultivation ol cotton ? And will 
the Government be pleased to consider the advisability &f supplying either 
through its Khas Mahal Department in each district *or through the District 
Boards good cotton seeds to l^o/td fide cultivators who may be anxious to grow 
the same ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle replied 

“ In connection with the proposed reorganization of the Agricultural 
Department, this Government has submitted to the Supreme Government a 
scheme for the establishment of an experimental farm in each Division of 
the Province. One such farm was to be established every year. It is also 
proposed to establish a number of demonstration or model farms gmdually 
aftw the experimental farm stations have proved what lessons are likely to 
be useful to the raiyats. The Government of India has generally approved of 
these suggestions. ^ 

These experimental and demonstration farms will be for all important 
orops. Cotton at present is of verf small importance in the Province. In 
■ 004- 1905 area under cotton in Bengal was only 90 thousand acres out of 
9 million jeres in all India, or only 0-47 per cent, of the total. It is therefore 
not proposed to start any experimental or model |arms solely for the onltiTatton 
of Idiiis firop. - f ' 

The improvement of the crop in wA^Pre*|j|Be" ll^ eogagml Urn ' 

attention -of the Agricoltuml Depertaprt for;'*ilamefime past, Attempts are 

' j...' 
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being made to improve the outtum and quality of the iooal varieties of 
^ cotton by •selection of seed in the important ootton*growing districts of Saran, 
Muzafiarpur and Singhbhum. This was undertaken at the instance df the 
Oovemment^ of India. Last year, the total cost of the operations came to 
Rs. 2,375. ^ The selected seeds were distributed free' to pickiHl cultivators on 
their agreeing to simply return the same quantity of seed plus 25 per cent* 
when the next* crop was harvested. The improvement of a crop by teed 
seleotioni however, is a slow process* 

Attempts are also^ being made to introduce superior varieties of ootton 
from Kgypf and America as also from other provinces of India. Tim 
quantities of seed distributed in 1904 and again in 1905 will appear from tha 
Appendix, ,3'he seeds were distributed to raiyats in Khas Mahsls and Wards* 
Estates and also to private gentlemen interested in ootton cultivation. Ho 
^dejSpi^ results have yet been obtained. The experiment wsf a failure last year 
*owing to excessive rains daring the monsoon and excessive Cold in winter. 
The results of this year’s trial have not yet been reported. Our conditions* 
especially rainfall, are probably against us in this attempt. It is, however, 
proposed to Continue tho experiment, but it may be well to recognise that the 
qu^tion is at the experimental stage, and it is too early to recommend any 
particular variety or varieties to the ordinary cultivators who can ill afford to 
*4ake the risk of a failure.” 
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* OoUon Mtsd diBirtbtUed in 1901^ 

Egyptian — 

Yannovitcb 

Abbasii ••• ••• • 

ATetafflfi ••• ••• ••• 


American — 

Allen’s Hybrid • 
Boyd’s ProHfio 


Indian — 

Broaoh (Qujrat) 

Bani (0 P.) ... 

Jari (do.) 

Dharwar (aocliroatized American) 


400 

10 

10 


ibs. 

»» 

M 


100 „ 

100 „ 


1.400 „ 

80 „ 

80 „ 

200 „ 


CoHon ssed dtstribuied m current year 1905. 


Egyptian ... ' ••• 

Ametdcan — 

AIL n’s Hybrid 
Tsaas Lioiig Staple 
„ Big Boll 
Slice’s Prclifie • 

Doughty 
King’s Imgrevcd 

Attstfalian (hybrids)’— 

CaraVonica No. 1 .u' 

Ditto Kidney 

Indian^ 

Bani (C. P.) ... 

Jari (do.) ... ••• ^ 

Buii I Singbbam) 

Brmeb ^ 

Dhurwar (aoolinj at ised Ainerioaif> 

Ties cotton from various paila of Bengal 


480 Iba. 
18 

3 „ 
6 « 
3 M 

3 n 

4 „ 

1 )b. 
1 .. 


480 lbs.' 

120 „ 
fsm „ 

7# 


10WI8TEEIAK ESTJJILiaMJiENlS IN 110NSXPS* COJBWTB, 

TLa Hon^ble Raja Ban Behari Kapur, in the absence of the Houlile A sir 
KiDE Saitid Wasif Au Mibza, of METsbidabwi, «aid 

• It i* ffliid that flie •nto attoohcd to St^aaaiii’ Courts 

are* BndermaBnc^ l«d otannalksR. 
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Would Government be pleased to take the matter into its kind considera-* 
tion and grant the said establishments what relief^ ii any, they might appear 
to stand in need oi? 

The Hon’ble Mb. Gobdon replied : — 

^‘The question of the work done in the offices of the Courts of the Munsifs 
of this Province and the establishment required for the purpose of carrying 
on such work with economy and expedition was investigated hy a Special 
Commission, which submitted a report on the 3lBt March, 1890* U[)ou receipt 
of this report, the Government issued a circular laying down the principles upm 
which the establishments were to be maintained. Subsequently from time to 
time, at the instance of District Judges, additional establishments were 
sanctioned. About a year ago a further circular was addressed to District 
Judges empowering them to entertain additional temporary establishments on 
the conditions laid down in the orders of the 14th March, 1892. A similar"* 
question was asked in Council in March, 1904, and the leply then given was that 
the Lieutenant-Governor must look to the District Judge to inform him of any 
need for additional establishment in any particular district. The whole 
question is at present under the consideration of the Committee on the salaries 
of Ministerial Officers; and the Lieutenant-Go vernor will be glad to grant relief 
in any case where it may appear that there is need of it.^’ “ * 

EXPENDITUKE BY DISTBIUT BOAEDS FOR DRINKING- WATEti. 

The Hon’ble Asip ELadr Saiyid Wasip Ali Mirza, of Murshidabad; asked; — 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether it considers the percentage 
of receipts expended by each District Board for the improvement of the 
supply of drinking-water in each district us sufficient to meet the needs pf each 
locality ? ^ 

If not, will the Government be pleased to isigue instructions insisting ppon 
its repeated orders in this respect being strictly carried out in future ? 

The Hon’blo Mi<. Shikres replied : — 

No such orders as the Hon’ble Member suggests have been issued by 
Government. Probably the reference is to the opinion expressed by Sir 
Charles Elliott, when reviewing the reports on the working of the District 
Boards in Bengal during the year 1894-9o, that every District Board might 
properly set apart at least the sum of Rs. 5, QUO a year for the improvement of 
water-supply. 

Information regarding the expenditure in 1904-1905 will be found in 
paragraph 30 of the Resolution on the working of District Boards, published in 
the Calcutta Gazette of 22nd November, 1905. At the commehcement of the 
current year large grants for the purpose of improving the financial positioi^ of 
District Boards were placed at the disposal of Commissioners of Divisions; but 
information regarding the expenditure is not yet available.” ^ 

ENCROACHMENTS UPON PASTURE LANDS. 

The Hon’ble Asif Kadr Saiyid Wasif Ali Mirza, of Murshidabad, asked : — 

Has the Government received any comjdaints regarding encroachments 
made upon pasture lands in Bengal and the diminution of facilities for grazing 
cattle in the villages ? 

If so, will thfe Government be pleased to state whether it considers 
legislation called for for preserving in each village a sufficiently large area for 
.purposes of pasturage only? 

The Hun’ble Mb, Cablyle replied 

** Goyemment is aware of the fact that encroachments have been and 
are being made upon pasture land, and that consequently less grazing ia>iezt 
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for cattle. Gt>yernment is not prepared at present to introduce le^slaiton for 
the purpoah of preserving in each village a sufficiently large area for purposes 
of pasturage only, as it would involve the acquisition of extensive tracts of 
land at a cost ip^iich would be prohibitive. ^ Government does all in its power 
when settlements are made to provide for the preservation of grazing lands in 
villages. This, for example, was done in the case of the Orissa settlement. 
^ clause was inserted in the kahuliyate binding zaniiridars to preserve as 
grazing ground plots speoihed in a schedule annexed to their kabuUyate. 
Under the kabuliyats also, they wore required to take no rent or grazing charge 
imd, if required by the Collector, to take action in the Courts to eject 
trespassers from these plots/’ 

Sanskrit tozs in Bengal. 

Thq Hon’ble Asif ELadr Saitio Wasip Ali*Mirza^ of Murshidabad, asked?— 

Is it a fact that there has been of late a considerable falling off in the 
number of Sanskrit iole in Bengal and of /o/-going pupils ? 

If so, will the Government be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it has under consideration any scheme to improve the 

. present state of things, and 

(ti) whether the Government thinks it desirable that a Commission 
should be appointed to inquire into and report upon the matter ? 

Theb Hon’ble Mr. Gordon replied: — 

There has been a falling off in the number of Sanskiit tola in Bengal, and 
in tile number of pupils attending them ; the decrease, however, is conhned to 
unrecognized tola. The numbel* of Recognized tola^ i r., those which send up 
candidates for the Sanskrit to I examinations has increased; as has also the 
, number of pupils attending them. 

In the year 1900-1901 there were 480 recognised tola and 7,376 pupils 
attending them. In the year 1904-1905 there were 587 recognised tola and 
9,148 pupils attending them. There is thus an increase of 107 tola and 
1,773 pupils attending them. 

In J900-1901 there were 1,191 unrecognised tola and 10,617 pupils attend- 
ing them. In the year 1904-1905 there were 948 unrecognised tola with 8,268 
pupils, showfhg a decrease of 243 tola and 2,349 pupils. 

The total falling off of 576 pupils, a peroentago of 3*2, does not seem to 

Government to indicate a state of things necessitating the appointment of 
a Special Commission.” 

THE BENGAL LAND REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1905. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Hare moved that the Bill to amend the Land 
Registratiop Act, 1«876, be referred to a Belect Committee, consisting of the 
Hon’ble Mr? Gupta, the Hon’ble Asif Kadr Baiyid Wasif Ali Hirza, of 
Murshidabad, the Hon’ble Raja Ban Behari Kapur, the Hou’ble Baba Jogendra 
Nath Mukherjee and the Mover. 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

THE BENGAL COURT OF WARDS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1905. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Hark also moved that the Bill to amend the Court of 
Wards Act, 1879, be referred to a Select Committee, consisting of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Ghipta, the Hon’ble Raja Ban Behari Kapur, the Uoii’ble Mr. Nimnio^ the 
Hon’ble Mr. Syed Shurfuddin and the Mover. He said : — • ^ 

1 do no4 propose to make many remarks at present. I would refer 
Hon’ble Members to the remarks which I made in explanation of the objects 
qI this Bill when at last meeting 1 moved for leave to introduce it and to 
have it toad. I do not think it is necessary to repeat the remarks 1 then made* 
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The main object of the Bill i« to strengthen the position of the Court of 
Wards and to make it more easy for the Court to carry out one of the objects 
for which the Court of Wards Act has been framed, viz.y to rescue involved 
estates from ruin. For this purpose the Bill takes powers which are given 
to the Court of Wards in the Central Provinces, Madras and the Punjab and 
which it is proposed to take in Bombay. When the Coui*t has had to raise 
money to retlcem the debts of an estate, it will under the provisions of tlfis 
Bill have power to retain the estate until the debts are repaid. 

Following the provisions of the Court of Wards Act in the Central 
Provinces power is also taken to compel submission of all claims. "This is 
with a view to obtainiiig complete information before the Court decides 
finally whether it will undertake the management of an estate, and before it 
commits itself by borrowing money for the payment of debts. Further 
provisions are made which were explained at the last meeting of this Council 
and upon which it is not necessary to enlarge.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri said: — ‘^Sir, with reference to the Bill to 
amend the Court of Wards Act, I have a few observations to make. It may be 
in your recollection, Sir, that when this Bill was handed over to us at the last 
meeting of the Council and a motion was made by the Hon^blo Mr. Hare not only 
for leave to introduce the Bill, but also that it be read in Council, we cc/uld 
hardly realize the full imj)ort of the changes and innovations that were pro- 
posed to be introduced into the general law by this Bill. I therefore felt bound 
to remark that it would be much more convenient for us if such technical 
measures wore circulated among the members some days before their iutroductiun 
in Council. Since then 1 have had the opportunity of not only reading and ^con- 
sidering the Bill myself, but of ascertmning tlio views of responsible peoples 
representing different interests who are likely to be affected by some of its chief 
provisions, and 1 ap[)reheud soim? of these provisions will not meet with general 
approval in these provinces. 1 refer to clauses 10 (A) and 10 (H)«»of the Bill 
which propose that on the (Jourt of Ward sassu^iuing charge of any person or 
property, and the same being notified in the official Grazette, people will be 
required to submit their claims against the ward or his estate within six 
months of such notilieation, giving full particulars and providing all documents 
(including entries in the account books) in support of such claims. All claims 
not so submitted will be considered discharged and documents not so produced 
inadmissible in evidence against the Ward in any suit by the claimant, his 
representatives or assigns. This no doubt favours the Ward greatly. But it 
trenches against the ordinary law of limitation and evidence to the prejudice 
of the claimants and in favour of the Ward. Tiie classes who are most likely 
to be prejudicially nfb'cted by this paternal legislation on belialf of a favoured 
few are, the toiling tradesmen, flie innocent minors and the helpless members 
of a Hindu family wijo are entitled to a maintenance out of the estate. The only 
recommendation for the introduction of this innovation amongst us would seem 
to be that the clauses referred to have been taken out of the Central Provinces 
Court of Wards Act. But in the form of government, in the matter of laws 
and legislation, in point of business, social and commercial conditions, 'the 
Presidency of Bengal and the capital of India are very differently situated 
from the Central I’rovinces. Legislation, therefore, on the primitive principle 
of the feudal times that the wards are entitled to special protection of the 
State would not, I am afraid, meet with genenil approbation in these provinces* 
The tradespeople and other creditors will perhaps say that they are ordinarily 
too busy to keep a constant watch over tbo Court of Wards’ notifications in the 
ofHcial Cazotte. It is much more convenient for them to have one general law of 
limitation for all their debtors than to have special laws for any special class of 
them* Tl^lm ignorant fraders who never refer to an official Gazette *Brill be still 
more prejudiced by the law. As for minor claimants and creditors very few of 
them nave legally appointed guardians, and the prospect of forfeiting their claims, 
on their failure to give ndtice within six months, is much more serious* The 
law, which is peculiar to Bengal, has been very liberally construed with ^ 
?egiBUhd maint^ance. It entitles poor widows, daaghters«in-law and etbnr 
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* d^q^ndent women to a Bubsiatenoe out of an estate. If under the new law 
tibey' fail to submit their claims within six months^ they may be deprired of 
their food^ raiment or residence. All this is not a very cheerful prospect for 
any of the classes concerned. 

p ‘‘ Under such circumstances, I would sug'g'est that this Bill should, under 
ijile 31 (c), at present, only be circulated for the opinion of the Hon’blo Judges 
of the High Court and the public bodies in this province, and that reference 
to a Select Committee be deferred till such opinions are received. In case the 
Council ^h<juld be, of opinion that t))e Bill might, without any prejudice, be 
referred to^ay to a Select Oonnnittee, but its deliberations deferred till such 
opinions are received, I would suggest that the name of the Hon’ble Babu , 
Bhupfndra Nath BaSu be added to the Oomraitteo. My special reason for 
this is that the investigation of claims as contemplated by danse 10 (A) 
anil clause 10 (B) is somewhat akin to search and similar work of which iny 
hon’ble friend has a large oxporienco, and I am sure that ho will be able 
xrfoterially to assist the deliberations of the Committee and also represent 
the interests of the dijBFerent sections of the community in connection with 
this Bill.” ' 

» 

The Hon’ble Babu Jooendra Natii Mukhkhjkk Siiid : — beg leave to 
suHbiiti a few observations with respect to this Bill. 1 have had a few words 
with my friend who has just addressed the Council, and 1 am, generally speaking, 
in agreement with what he Iihs said. It struck me as something very drastic 
to have all the creditors shut out if tlu^y cannot put in their claims within six 
months, an^d my reason lor venturing to address the (y^)uncil at this stage is 
that» the Select Committee may be pleased to take these matters into their 
consideration, when the time comes. it has been stated, the conditions of 
spmewliat dillcrent ffom the (‘onditiems of other great towns in the 
mlferent t rovincos in which thin Act has been in operation for some time, and 
jt is desi'i^abm thut critifcisims should bo obtuined from the ditferent Provinces in 
which tlii.s Jjill Icis l)oen in d])eration, esj>ecially wdth reference to the effect 

the had upon the different classes of creditors as contemplated by 

the Bill. ^ i' J 

i? I. to me that when an estate is in debt and under the nmnagement 

I Cyurt^ ^of Wairds, tliov debts are not always of a very insignificant 
cliaiacter, J hero are big bonds worth lakhs of rupees, and those bonds are 
generally registiu’ed documents, and in respect of those documents it will 
always be very odsy for tin*. Vonit of Wards to obtain information. It is only 
1 to very small debts and small creditors that practical difticulty is 

likely to arisp, and those are tne V('ry creditors whom it is desirable that the 
law should protect. J Iioh© are the creditors who do not read the Gazette and 

S ho have not the necessary information iu order that they may oopo with 
le situation which the intToduce. It is therefore desirable 

that the Select Committee should take tliese different n)attor8 into their con- 
sideration, q^nd, as has b(3cn stated by my hon’ble friend Mr. Cliaudhiiri, that 
the ppipion of the different Bodies and of the Honourable Judges of the High 
Court should Ik? obtained and placed before the Select Committee for con- 
sideration. J afio agree witli my hon'ble friend that the name of the Hon’ble 
Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu should lie added to the Select Committee.” 

Hon’ble Mr, GIupta said simply wish to say at this stage, a« 

I haye been put on the Select Committee, that there is considerable force in 
the objections taken to this clause of the Bill, and that without committi^ 
myaelt to any opinion at present, I may assure my hon’ble friend that thM 
matter •wiH'^ro^ve the careful consideration of the Select Committee. Aa the 
-claiw Btafisaa, It amounts t.) a confiscation of all debts which are ^ notified 
to the Court w^in «ii mouths after the publication in the local Gacette The 
Mine desired dffeet of bringing all claims to tho notice of the Court miirht be 
brought alwat by some provision of the law not quite so dibrtio ^ that 
^Mnbodied in this section, as for instance by providing in tbia MBOtion aii 
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debts which are not notified to the Court of Wards within six months will 
oocMe to carry interest from a certain date, that is to say, if a man has a debt 
and if he does not come in when the Court of Wards wants him to*come in, 
and be thus allows interest .to accumulate, he should not be allowed to reslisa 
that interest. That would probably be a penal provision sufficient to secure the 
purpose m view, namely, giving notice to the Court as early as possible of all 
outstanding debts due by the estate and giving the Court an opportunity of 
satisfying those debts as early as possible. It is impossible for us just now to 
say how this section may be modified ; but on my part I quite appremsto 
the force of the objections that have been raised, and probably it woula^ot be 
necessary to secure the end in view to adopt such a drastic measure as the 
• confiscation of all debts which are not notified within six months when the 
general law of limitation gives them a much longer time to sue for those debts* 

The Hon’ble Mm Hare said ; — “I take up first the objection of the Hon%le 
Mr* Ohaudhuri that trades people are too busy to study Gazettes and to take 
notice of any notification that may be published in regard to .those debts* *I 
beg to point out that it would certainly be the case that the newspapers would 
be sure to bring to notice the fact that any estate was taken up, and that such 
a notification had been issued and that claims must therefore be sent in. This 
would be sure to be communicated by the newspapers who, as I have said, 
cater very well indeed for the information of the public. But I go lv3y&nd 
that. It is quite true, as the Hon’ble Babu Jogendra Nath Mukherjee hhs 
said, that the larger debts which are secured by bonds are reg^tered, and 
therefore we can, and we do of course, ascertain all that can be known 
about them, but it is the unsecured debts that have to be ascertained. Those 
debts are not always very small. If they are very small, they may be treated 
mA unimportant in the scheme of reclamation, but very often they are very 
large indeed. In the aggregate in a big estate which has had' large transac- 
tions they ere very large indeed, and if they come upon us unexpectedly, they 
may just make the difference between our being able to carry out the scheme 
or not. If wo do not know about those, we ao not provide for them. We 
endeavour to do the best we can for all parties including the creditors. But 
for our interference the creditors are left in the same position as they were, 
and the whole scheme of redemption of the estate and payment of debts 
has to be given up. We shall do a great deal to secure payment to the 
creditors* Every one knows that w'hen an estate is heavily encumbered, 
it is quite impossible for the unsecured creditor^ to recover anything at 
all, or very little, because directly they move the secured creditor, whose 
mortgage claim takes . precedence, comes in, the estate is. sold subject to 
the mortgage which sometimes does not bring in enough to pay the secured 
creditor, and when there is a small balance left the unsecured creditors have to 
scramble for it* If we take up an estate which has debts in excess of its 
assets, we must consult the oreditors and must know who they are. The creditors 
have to come in and agree to make remissions if we have not got money 
enough to pay them in full, I can assure Honourable Members that in every 
ease which we have taken up, creditors have gladly assisted us, and have agreea 
to forego a portion of their claim, os it is to their interest to take as much as 
we can give them in preference to the other course of scrambling and getting 
nothing. Thus shewing that they as well as the proprietors appreciate our 
assistance, I think it is not unreasonable to expect that where creditors have 
large claims that they should, when they give credit to these gentlemen who 
run into debt in this way, ascertain something about them, and in their own 
interests keep a watch upon what they are doing. The proprietors cannot 
come into me Oourt secretly. It must be done publicly, and^ it will be 
mrfootly^well known what they are doing if they are being watehed at alL 
1 think creditors who are seriously interested in their claims can perfectly 
well secure and protect themselves. '* 

I have one remark to make with reference to what the Hon’ble Hr. Oupte 
b4W said. He said he thinks this is rather too drastic, and that pjoadUy jjt 
will be sa6ioieiit to provide that interest shall not cany at aD if they do 
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‘llot g[iw taa intuQEtion. I am afraid the Hon’ble Mr. Oupta has not Fwd 
we iHiole of clause lOA, for if he had, ho would have found that in the ptortm 
♦e distinctly provide for that very object. Wo there say that there majr to 
TO see in which xt is not possible for a creditor to ^ve us intimation, and m 

onse if the Court be satisfied that the clsumaut was unable to oommy 
with the provisions of sub- section (1), that is, to come in vrithin six months, 
it may roooivo hie claim at any time after the date of the expiry of the period 
aforesaid, but any claim so received shall cease to cany interest^ from the 
date of the expiry of the period aforesaid. The reason of that is that it is 
unsafe to take an estate unless we know all the debts and unless wo have toe 
power to say to the creditor, ‘You have had an oppOTtunity of coming in, 
<and you really did or ought to have known that you must come in,’ ho 
may not come in at all and the whole scheme may be wrecked. If we out 
off the interest it enables us to carry on and gradually in tho course of time to 
pay off. If the interest continues and if we have not got the money to 
pay that interest, then it is only a question of time and the estate must be 
ruined. I do not think it is necessary to fully discuss this now, but I just 
moot these obje6tions with such remarks as have occurred to me. 

• . “ As regards the claims of minors which the Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri has 

put forward, I do not know whether he puts them as minor creditors, that 
u to say^ minors irterested in claims against an estate or as members of the 
family* As minor creditors they have people acting for them, I suppose. 
Wo cannot possibly legislate to provide that people shall be looked after who 
are not under our care. I clo not see what we can possibly do for them, 
^hey havM probably got guardians, who must be trusted to take an interest 
in their affairs. * 

“ A^ regards t];io cledms of widows to maintenance, those aro not claims 
which we are considering at all. Of course when a scheme is prepared wo allow 
so much for debts, so much for interest which must bo paid, so much for re- 
'payment of interest, so much for management ahd so much for the maintenance 
of the family. We must provide for that, it cannot escape us, and if we are 
not going to provide for the maintenance of the family, we may as well leave 
the estote alone. It is for the maintenance of the family and to save tho estate 
as afamily property that we aro acting. If we cannot give anything to the 
families it is a case which is hopeless. Those who aro entitled to maintenance 
are bound to be considered and their claitns are tho first to bo considered. 

“ I would point out that it is not for tho Select Committee to decide anything 
except that the principles of this measure are sound and the details are to bo 
considered. On a future occasion after the criticisms have come in and have 
been fully considered by the Select Committee and by the Hon’ble Members of 
this Council they will be able to mvo us an opinion upon this Bill. There is no 
intention to rush matter. The Select Committee is now formed,, and the 
as they come in, will go to them and wlJl be fully considered. The 
Sddet Coaimittee will not sit until a reasonable time has been allowed for the 
eriticisifis to/urive. 

“ As regards adding the Hon’ble Bsbu Bhupendra Nath Basu to the Select 
Omnmittee, I do not object. I will be very glad of his assistance if he can 

Qs in the matter. We thought the names that have been put before tbi 
Conn cj l M the gentlemen who were most likely to give us material assistance 
would be sufficient, but if you wish to put in another Member, we will make no 
ebjeotupi.” 

The Motion, with the addition of the name of the Hon’ble Bsba Bhnpendra 
Math B ase to the Select Committee, was then put and agreed to.* 


THE OAHDUTTA AND SUBURBAN POLICE (SUPERANNUATION 

FUND) BILL, 1006. 

The H<m*ble CAai.vx« moved timt the Bill to aboimb the Oalentta 
Pofiee Sapenaiuiatum Fni^ be taken iaio c on si d a g ation. He said I will 




au Tht (Mmtta wtd SiOurkm 

VmniJ BUlt i9&S» 

[Jlfr. Carljfle ; Baiu Jog«ndra Nath MuHktf^ .3 

not detain the Council long orer this Bill, I do not^^ «« , 
abolishinir of the fund. At present aU memhejs ^ tfaa 
®*^S^«whan Police drawing Rs. 20 and undCT hare to pay half an 
Sif wSs ?h^r ^SoS or gratuiti^. question of *bol^:^ 

fanSTwas^onsideredin 1900, but it was decided not to go on wijh 
wnnT^ reasons Our financial position now Is such as to amide 
diioense with contributions from the Police, anddt is desired t^t the 

should be put on the same footing as the Provuwual foroe ^ 
SSter md th^ no deduction should be made from their pay on ap<toi^ o| 
SnS^T ^^ties. In the case of some of the ofBcers m the Pdiee 

Sev get more^inder the present system than they would from GOT«na^ 
We^ wU provide for sufih cases by er ecutiw order, and care will be taken tiia% 
the officers will not be injured by the fund bemg abolished. 

The Hon’ble Babu Jogbndha Nath Mob^ejbe said:— “I beglmveto 

introduce a very short verbal alteration in Urn Bill whi^ w a matter of 
V • A - 1 ". j T 4>Vi;v%ir fViArft OATL l:>e anv doubt about tho uiattor. 
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1890 was not described as the Calcutta Police 
simply described as the Police Superannuation FundB 

under section 16 of Bengal Act IV of 1866 and section 10 of Bengal Art II of 
1866 ; so that tho two Acts (II of 1866 which relates to the Suburbm Pobw a^ 
IV of 1866 which relates to the Calcutta Police) were consolidated by tom 
one Act (I of 1890.) The slight verbal alteration that I beg to 
in the first Une of clause 3, the words ‘ and Suburban bo ii^rted before the 


The Hon’ble Mb. Cabltle said:— “I have no objection to make to tho 
alteration suggested by the Hon’ble Member. 

Tho Motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mu. Cabbtle moved that the Bill be passed. 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

e 

The Council was then adjourned to a date to notified hereafter. 
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